
zf- 

MEBIOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

or \^^Ly.,riz^ 

MAJOR-GENERAL 

SIE WILLIAAI NOTT, G.C.B. 

• cbAIMANLER OF THE ARMY OF CANDAnAR, 

AND ENVOY AT THE COURT OF THE KING OF OUDE. 


pDITED, AT THE REQUEST OF SIR WIELTAM XOTr’S DAUGRTERS, LETnTA KOTT AND 
CHARLOTTE BOWER, FROJI DOCUMENTS IN THEIR EXCLUSIVE FOSSESSION, 


By J. H. STOCQUELEB, Esq. 

AtrrnoE or 

THE ‘LIFE OF THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON,’ THE ‘HAND-BOOK OF BRITISn INDIA,’ 

Ac. Ac. 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 
VOL. I. 


LONDON: 

HUEST AND BLACKETT, PUBLISHEES, 

SUCCESSORS TO HENRY COLBURN, 

13 GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET. 

1861. 



tivrt>OTi 

r»nr»» at ••iicu •u**t, 
tmu mTtnt mtrr 



TO 


THE SUHVIVORS 

or 

THE ARMY OF CA NBA OAF, 

fnlluuiiiifi ^.'ngrs. 

DTSCRirilVK AT ONCR OF TllClIl OWN DTSCIFLINE 
AND VALOUR, AND OF 

TUB SKILL, FIRMNESS, WISDOM, AND INTREFIDITV 
OF TUEIR DISTINGUISHED COMMANDER, 

TO WHOM 

(under god’s blessing) were OMING THEIR 
SAFETY IN GARRISON AND THEIR GLORY IN THE FIELD, 
AT A MOST CRITICAL PERIOD OF BRITISH HISTORY, 
nrc BcBfcntrti 

BY THEIR MOST OBEDIENT SERVANTS, 
LETITIA. NOTT, 


CHARLOTTE BOWER. 




PREFACE. 


Two or tlu’ee years after the death of Sir William 
Nott there appeared in the ‘Quarterly Kevicw’ a 
notice of the Gnucral’s career in Aflghanistan, 
illustrated by a few quotations from his private 
correspondence, to which the wi’iter of the article 
had had access. In the course of that article the 
re'vdewer expressed his hope that the Avholc of the 

letters of the General would, at some subsequent 

* 

period, be given to tlie public, for that they were 
worthy of the distingui.shed -widtcr, and served to 
iUusti’ate a very interesting part of the memorable 
campaigns in Affghanistan. For some time the 
daughters of Sir William Nott, the depositaries of 
his most secret thoughts and confidence, hesitated 
to give to the world what might, in a measure, 
wound the feelings or compromise the characters 
of some of the public functionaries of the time. 
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Tvliich savoured of meanness, trickery, poltroonery, 
and intrigue — ’^cit the tenets of Notfs military 
failk If other soldiers learn from the study of 
his hrillumt career to hold by the same exalted 
principles, the labours of tho biographer will not 
have been thromi away. 

The temptation to vrandcr from the personal 
career of Sir William Kott into disquisitions upon 
political objects and measures, and descriptions of 
episodical occurrences, has 1 )ccd great, — ^but re- 
membering that tho highest praise awarded to 
the Editor’s *‘Lifc of the Duke of Wenington" 
was, that he always kept tho mbjocl of hU 
biography in view, he has resisted every Inclinotion 
to deviate from tlic personal port of tlic narrative, 
and has placed nil tho supplementary matter in 
a copious Appendix. 
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THE LIFE 


or 

SIH WILLIAM HOTT. 


CHAPTER I. 

UraTIT, rABTATAGE, ABT) EDUCATION — NEATH — TlfE CAEKMABTHEN 
HtLlTU — NOTT OBTMNS A CADETSinP — BECOltES A LIEUTENANT — ' 
IS SENT ON AN EXPEDITION— COUBT-MABTIAI,. 

The influence which a long line of noble ancestors 
has exercised upon men of wcU-rcgulatcd minds, is too 
notorious to make it a matter of indifference to bio- 
graphers, whether the subject of their story can or 
cannot he heralded into notice by the display of a 
pedigi-ee dating fi’om the Conqueror. They are only 
too glad to show how each successive inlientor of a 
name famous for the prowess of its earliest possessor, 
has preseiwed it unsullied, transmitting it as an en- 
couragement to the next generation to tread the path 
of honour, and how their special hero has, by the 
worthiness of his life, cast fi-esh lustre upon the roll 
of noble ancestry. 

YOL. I. B 
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In the absence, however, of a hng pedigree,” the 
next best thing is to be able to show that the individual 
whose career it is proposed to describe, was the first 
great man of his name, the architect of his own 
fortune, the founder of the reputation of the family. 
^Vc honour the fine pride of tlio Bourbons nnd the 
Howards, who rcgulatal their lives b\ the chivolr)’ 
of their progenitors , but mudi more do we lom the 
men who, influenced b) moral pnnciplc, nnd gifted 
with intellectual powers and noble impulses, carve out 
for thrm'clves an independent path of action, and set 
up a fight, wliosc extensive rndotions cheer, iHumc, 
nnd elcn-ate all about nnd beyond thrm 

Of the biter order was WTHiaro Notl, who, dcriring 
noliiing from his onevstors, has liequnthed to posterity 
a mifitan reputation few mwlem loldicrs have been 
enabled to achinx?. 

Tlic father of WDliam Noll was a natii'c of the 
viBapr of Shobdan, in Herefordshire Vor many grne- 
rationi his forefathers liail bren irttlrd in that counts, 
mjoxing univmal ^^^pcct is British sconirn of high 
rljinrter. To this hour ihcre are srrrnd of the name 
►till in the tniigr. on-l at Iyv>minstfT, 

Bnmisanl, &e. , and Ihrj are the I'-'S prouil cf ll r 
in Uiat, vf lili* xrars. a Kdo has 
ra'l irvuThl it hs thf d^If of lli* nf tins 

nn’tn ir 

Mr Cl N'tt, fr nrh ssis ilv^ natr** of 
Wuiim'* f^l 'T, BpjsiTx to Laic* 1 ft Ijs rallre Tulip** 
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early in life, and to have settled in London. Here he 
beeamc acquainted with a i\Iiss Bailey, and a mutual 
regard was soon established. Miss Bailey was a native 
of Seeding, near Loddon, in Norfolk. She derived 
the advantage of a good education, and almost parental 
care from her uncle, Mr. Harvey of Bungay, who was 
the proprietor of a large academy, ;ind who married an 
aunt of England’s greatest naval liero, the immortal 
Nelson. 

Charles Nott mairicd Miss Bailey at St. Andrew’s 
Church, Holbom ; and, ahnost immediately after- 
wards, went to Holt, in Wiltshire. Farming was his 
metier, and as he understood it as thoroughly as it was 
understood in those days, he anticipated a prosperous 
career. 

On the 20th of Januarj^ 1783, William Nott came 
into the world. Another son had preceded him, but, 
though second, he became first in the “ dear love ” of 
his father. 

Twelve years subsequent to this event, the late Sir 
Herbert Mackworth, of GnoU Castle, neai’ Neath in 
Glamorganshire, having had his attention drawn to the 
ability of Mr. Charles Nott as an agriculturist, invited 
him to go and establish himself upon an extensive 
farm near Neath, and Nott jdelded to the invitation. 

The vale of Nedd, as it anciently was called, may, 
in picturesque beauty, challenge a comparison with the 
most attractive spots in Wales. A river serpentines 
through the valley, and forms the boundary of Gower, a 

B 2 
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tract of country which at one time constitated the hrait 
of the lordship of GlamorgiiL A ruined castle — mt 
the residence of the Granvflics, Lord Marchers of the 
pnncipahtv — and the remains of an obbej (the Abbat} 
Gl)!! Nedd) form, with a succession of banging broods 
ond estensue plantations, ahadj walks and picturesque 
cascades, romantic adjuncts to the nrer , and thus 
present a spcctado vrludi, if nature and the refine- 
ments of art had been kft to thcrasJrcs, would have 
stood unnralletL But the business of civibicd bfc has 
defaced the picture, in adding to the comforts and 
enjoyments of man. In the heart of the xtiIo stands 
Neath, the Nidum of Antoninus, ovcrliung with the 
smoke of factonca, blickemd bj coalu'orVs and roflwara. 
Bln*.! furraces ond foundries, copper vrorVs and iron 
works, wbDe tliry mncli Uiu town and the fortunnlc 
pnipnrtnrs, and contnbiite to our national prospenty, 
l^l^figtm llic natural cliami^ of the rallryr. Tlic tounit 
«ha IS ID search of the beautiful, turns away ns llie 
columns of smoke grort his vision, Imt he wIhi «rkn 
to arquainl lumwlf »kith the extent of man’s inilu^trv, 
and tltr ppologtal rwhes of Walr^ cnnlrmplilra the 
Bfliir smirs m and srounJ Neath mill pndr ami 
plra-vurr 

It wat at a htd** I m Nralh tliat tl»r future 
Crn'Ta! rrrrirn! tin- ru Iiiiirnts of eduraintu Up after, 
win!* a “Ii *rt tirc** at the grammar school at 

C< nl-n J.*r , but It reii‘ »r cf p^inrs did h** dnnk 
d-^’j t' tJ *■ I'i'"un spnng Tl.^ aci| ihor 
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system, like the great majority of those of the present 
day, were grossly defective and responded not to the 
aspirations of the pupils. “ I frequently fancy,” wrote 
William Nott, in long after yeai's, “ that if it had been 
my fortune to have received a proper education, I should 
have been exalted and conspicuous among the John 
Bulls ; hut I never received any schooling but what my 
own fist knocked into my own dull head after I left our 
fatherland.”* What he may have wanted, however, in 
hie, h(EC, hoc, was more than balanced by the acquisi- 
tion, in his father^s fields, of a fine constitution, and of 
the stem and manly independence which distinguishes 
the yeoman. Active, shrewd, kind of heai-t, and upright 
in conduct, he became a great favourite at Neath ; aud 
would, as a writer in the “ Quarterly Review” surmises, 
have lived and died a farmer had not 'accident turned 
the current of his life. 

In 1794, Mr. Charles Nott removed to the town of 
Caermai’then, and renting two farms in the neighbour- 
hood, became the proprietor of the "Ivy Bush Inn,” 
entering at the same time into the business of a mail 
contractor. William was of great use to his father 
in his farming operations, for he inherited the paternal 
attachment to agricultural pursuits, and retained them, 
by the way, to the day of his death. He used frequently, 
when he had attained high military rank, to boast that 
he had often guided the plough. 

His mother had at tliis time very delicate health, and 
* Letter to liis children, dated Jan. 21, ISiO. 
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the buoynncy of WiDuim Nett's spints led him into s 
vanety of little acts of mischief, which would often 
induce her to tdl her buBbond, as he was setting out 
to visit his forms in the neighbourhood of Caermarthen 
“ You can leave all the chfldren with me except 
Wnham, but pray take him with you, for I cannot 
manage him." Tlus was exactly what William wished, 
and it was by these means that he acquired the tnsto 
for agncultnral pursmts which never afterwards forsook 
bun While, however, his youthful frohes were too 
much for the weak health of his mother, his good 
spirits and warm feehngs were duly appreaated by ha 
youthful companions, and th^ were not slow to discover 
the rising talent and decaion of character which so 
dearly dtstmgmshcd bu subsequent enreor 

The year 1796 a memorable m the hatory of Great 
Britain. The aspect of the quarrel with Revolutionary 
Franco and Repuhhean Holland had become excecd- 
in^y senous. The failuro of the military cxpedihona 
under the Buko of York, which were entirdy directed 
by incompetent Austrian commanders, had augmented 
the nasurnneo of tlie armed domoernts, that it was 
their mission to extend tho cxtrai-agant bbcralism of 
the hour to tha country An mvasion of England was 
meditated — arrangements were oven made to accomplish 
the aggression, and tho disordered Etato of Ireland 
fumtsbed at once the excuso and tho opportunity 
Howcvtt supine and lukewarm the English had Ixrcn 
in rcfcrcncr to the operations in the Low Countries, the 
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spirit of the nation revolted at the very idea of a 
hostile visit. Every true patriot now rallied around the 
minister, and Mr. Pitt found himself enabled to pass 
biUs through Parliament which authorized the Crown 
to caU out, and embody a supplemental militia, and 
sanctioned the ti’ansfer of militia men into the regular 
army. The whole country was inspired with military 
fervour; every hoy girded on a sword, and longed to 
confront the enemy ; even mercantile London forgot 
the vulgar selfishness of commerce in the chivalry of 
the moment, and not only gave her money but formed 
her citizens into urban soldiery to oppose the French 
regicides. But it was in Wales that the fii'e of 
patriotism burnt with the most intense biilliancy. The 
hardy Cambrians could not forget, in the ruins of 
castles scattered over the principality, how the land had 
once groaned under Norman tyranny and feudalism, 
and they dreaded a repetition of scenes which had 
prostrated their daring ancestors. The contiguity of 
the Welsh to the Irish coast rendered it more than 
probable that Wales would first receive the shock of 
invasion, and, in effect, the conjecture was justified by 
resrdts. On the 22nd of Februaiy, 1797, fourteen hun- 
dred Frenchmen landed at Fisgai’d, and for several days 
held possession of the town ; but the Pembroke Fencibles, 
the Cardiganshire Militia, the Fisgard and Newport 
Fencibles, and the Cawdor Yeomanry headed by the gal- 
lant Lord Cawdor, forced the invaders to suri’ender. 

Foremost of the counties in the duty of arming to 
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spirit of the nation revolted at the very idea of a 
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prostrated them daring ancestors. The contiguity of 
the Welsh to the Irish coast rendered it more than 
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results. On the 22nd of Februaiy, 1797, fourteen hun- 
dred Frenchmen landed at Fisgard, and for several days 
held possession of the town ; but the Pembroke Fencibles, 
the Cardiganshire Militia, the Fisgard and Newport 
Fencibles, and the .Cawdor Yeomanry headed by the gal- 
lant Lord Caw^dor, forced the invaders to surrender. 
Foremost of the counties in the duty of arming to 



8 


THE LIFE 


resist invasion was Caermarthenshire. A volunteer 
corps was formed m Caennarthen, andm 1798,^111^^1 
Nott, slianng to a great degree in the general enthu- 
siasm, enrolled him self a member, thongh he was but a 
boy of fifteen. 

Often smce has he laughingly told the tale of this 
bis first and bloodless campaign , what hones he and 
several bf his compamoos thought thcmselvea as they 
marched back from the scene of their first mihtory 
essay mto their head quarters at Caermarthen. This 
brief taste of nuhtary glory determmed his future 
destiny Having once imbibed a mihtQiy atmosphere, 
he “ disdained a shepherd s slothful hfe,” and nothing 
could or would content bis soul but a commission m 
the arm) Fortunately for bun, no grtat difficulty was 
ezpenenced m obtaming a Bengal cadetship He was 
indebted to the lata J W Twining for this appomt- 
ment. He had an oQfer at the eamo tune of a av3 
appomtment , and m after life he often rejoiced that his 
youthful ardour had not outrun his more matured judg- 
ment He olwaj-s rcolly loved his professioiu 

Commtssions at this fame were much more easily 
obtamed than at the present day , for while illiam had 
tho choice both of the mihtnry and avil service of the 
East India Company, his brother Henry, who was 
about two years his junior, obtained a commission in 
the roj'nl nrro) He died ofler attaining the rank of 
Captain. This was m 1799 

Bengal was tlio destination of ’VMIHara Nott, and for 
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of Bntish and India merchanta living under our flag 
The ‘ Kent’ did not escape the buccimeers. Sourcoff, 
^ho commanded a privateer, attacked the East India- 
man, and although the ‘ Kent* mode a stout resistance, 
she was bocrded by the Frenchman, young Nott, 
who, we may be sure, did his part gaHantiy, receiving 
a severe wound from a boarding-pike. Sourcoff then 
completing ha capture, transferred aH the prisoners 
to an Arab vessel, m which, weeks afterwards, they 
made their way to Calcutta, 

The misenea endured on board tha Arab vessel, 
Nott has often described as the most fearful that it 
had ever been his lot to witness. The ' Kent’ was 
crowded to suffocahon with passengers after the loss 
of the ‘Queen,’ and when to all these were added 
the crew of the Arab, some idea may be formed of 
the compact mass of human beings on board Among 
the prisoners were many wounded and Boreral ladies , 
the latter divested themselves of all the hnen which 
they wore, to bind up the wounds of the sufferers who 
lay m niunbers around them. 

"Ovooianl in oor hoar* of CDtv 
"Uncertain, ooj", bird to please, 

And Tsathle u the ifaode 
Bj the light qu l re rin g iipen made. 

W Tiwi pafn d tognish VTiog the brur, 

A mmotmiig angel tbcpo.** 

1110 ration of water was bat half a wine glassful to 
each, and this scene of nmciy lasted for tsccks. 
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Nott luiulcd in \i(Ut dcMittitinn, sirk and iRnfloring, 
hn( he !iad happily reaehod a Itnvn where ho?pi(ality 
was pvoviThinl. and In' innnetliattdy rcreived all (he care 
and attention kindness co\dd devise and his situation 
di'Uianded. 

Innnediati'ly upon William Notts arrival he was 
appointed in General Orders an Knsitrn. from the 28th 
of An trust. 18(10, and at onee posted (o (he Bengal 
European Ueginuait, then stationed at Berhampor('.. 
Here he enjoyetl great hap{nn('ss. enhanced dotd)lless 
by the contrast witii his recent sutlVrijigs. He set 
himself at once to the study of Ins ]uofession, and 
soon hecam(t a great favourite f>f Cokmel Mark Woed, 
v.ho at that time, was in comiivaiul at Berhnmjiore, 
and who rejoiced in tint scnibriquet of Tiger 
Wood.” 

He had thus early learned wiint it is that endears an 
officer to the men under liis command, and ajjplied 
ids knmvledgc oji that .subject, by becoming familiar 
with all (heir persons and names, and by writing for 
them to their friends, and showing them many otlicr 
small acts of personal kindnc.^.s. He was soon after- 
wards transferred to the 20th Native Infantry, or 
Baillie ha Pultun (Buillic’s Regiment), which differed 
from most of the other corps in the Bengal Infantry, 
inasmuch as it was what is called a General Service 
regiment, liable to he sent beyond seas. 

In February, 1801, Ensign Nott was promoted to 
a lieutenancy — rapid promotion for a beginning, sadly 
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cotmterbalanced by the long interral which subscqnently 
elapsed before another step could be obtmned 

In 1804, Lieutenant Nott was selected to command 
a detachment of Tolunteers then ordered to form part 
of an expedition under Captain Hayes of the Bombay 
Marine (now called the Indian Navy), against the 
tribes on the west coast of Sumatra, a Dutch settlo- 
ment, who had seconded the French in their privateering 
attempts upon the commerce of the Eastern seas. The 
despatch in which Captain Hayes announced the success 
of his operations explains at once the nature of tho 
service and the degree of asaastance he had received 
from Nott 


TO JOrCN SHAW, ISQ, 

fSetrUMT TO TEB MABOB BOAMJ} 

SlE, 

I bare the hoQoar to itate^ for the Boord’i inibrmatkm, 
that I quitted Bencoolen Road, egrcnble to my mtunation 
from thenee by the Commuaumen’ dwpotehe* of June hit, 
conveyed in the ‘Clyde,' and proceeded dong the weat coait 
of Sumatra, conformably to tbar commanda. In our way 
up, I looked into the following porta, all of which are known 
and naited by the French, tu., Fort Chmeo, Padang, 
Tappanooly, Poolo Doa, Tampatoon, Muckec, Laban Hadgee, 
Talapan, Tooto, and Analaboo, but without meeting with 
any of their cniiicn. 

It It neceaiary for me to particulome tho l>ort of Slackce, 
at the inhabitanti of that place hare been, in the first 
instance, brought to tho notice of llu Eiccllency the Moit 
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Noble tbc Governor- General in Council, for barbarous treat- 
ment of tbe crew of tbe English ship ^ Crescent,* and confisca- 
tion of her cargo, in violation of humanity and the law of 
nations ; and, in the second instance, for an atrocious attempt 
to assassinate the Expedition sent out there by the Commis- 
sioners of Eort Marlbro*, under ITis Exccllency*s sanction, 
to demand a reasonable and just satisfaction for tbc original 
outrage and insult offered to them and the British nation. 
This latter act of perfidy, cruelty and treachery, appears 
to he unparalleled in the history of the world, as it was 
attempted and partly executed — many of our counti-jonen 
being inhumanly butchered — after the existing parties had 
entered into a solemn treaty with our Government, and 
delivered up hostages as pledges of their good faith and for 
our security ; in consequence thereof, the barbarians pos- 
sessed themselves of the guns and other Government pro- 
perty, which the few survivors were obliged to abandon 
in their precipitate retreat from the intended general 
massacre, whereby the evil was one himdred-fold increased, 
instead of being eradicated or assuaged 

On the 19th of June, the remainder of this unfortunate 
expedition arrived at Marlbro*, dming my presence there, 
which inclined the Commissioners to represent the affair 
personally to me, in such a manner as to lead to a deter- 
mination not to pass that fort without asserting and fully 
estabhshing the superiority of His Excellency’s Government 
over the daring and lawless courses of these formidable, 
cruel, and sanguinai’y savages; and in fixing such deter- 
mination, I deemed myself strongly urged by the Board’s 
commands, which clearly and distinctly enjoin every aid 
and protection in my power to be given for the general 
security of commerce ; and I trust it will appear that I have 
followed up the spirit of their instructions with an energy 
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tltm, tiiat they may be Inmed mth thar ancestor!. Death 
has no terron for these saTages, bat the dread of hanng 
their bodiei cipo»ed i* miapporUhle , not only to the person 
affected, bat erery one of ha eonncxioni. 

The next mommg, at nme o*clook, I marched mth tho 
major part of the foreea (the Bombay llannea, commanded by 
Lieutenant Lloyd) employed m capturing Mnckee, to deatroy 
the enemy's poata m the mtenor, and completely tncce^ded, 
notvithftandmg they made a rigorona reautance, at different 
■tationa, from many piecea of email ordnance and tmall arme, 
wherewith every one of their atrongholda wtaw defended. In 
fact, every ohieffa rcudeiice was a complete fortren, only 
aisailahle by an Bnropean force. On this occasion wb cip- 
tnred about twenty piecea of «na]l cannon, from Slbi to 
16 lbs. calibre, thirteen of which wo broo^t off, without any 
losa on oar ode, althoogh the corps soatamed a heavy fire from 
the enemy, m tho perfonnanca of their dnty. The enemy's 
lou has been irreparable, at least for years, if itot utterly tm- 
parable, as we reduced every description of bnildmg to ashes, 
and cut down all the plants producing the neecaxanes of 
life, which escaped the general conflagration Many of the 
barbanani must haiB fallen during the conflict, but for the 
reasouB afore-mentioned, added to our pnrsmt, which was 
mccssQUt m the prosecution of the mam object, only fire 
dead bodies came withm our observatum Dormg the next 
day we shipped off the ordnance, &c., and ra the evening 
emberhed the troops, IcaviDg the cnemy'a works, kc^ at 
hlacke^ under total conflagratioD and destroction I 
take farther liberty to state, that thu important tcrvice 
to Government, and the Bntisb interest in general, was 
performed m forty-eight hoars' space of tun^ by a handful 
of men, in opponhon to a numeroot host of drmng, feroaoas 
banditti, well equipped and secured by a succession of works 



or MU Wn.l.lAM NOIT. 


17 


nnnlrrril ^tr.nvc In' lUituri' ntul nrt to sr( at (Icfiaticc 
the of avory otlior nation if tlrfiMtdcd l>y Hrifon;;. 

Sivty-iivr |iirra<; of onhianro. in nj), }V|1 info onr {io<:srs'sinn ; 
fjfty-covani of which wr rtnharhed on l)n;ird tin: ‘Vhn.‘nix;’ 
the romainiin: einh* were rmnlercil ti'^rh-'-t. and uhninhtued. 
Toctinrhulc tny tl<'tail, 1 hntnhly eojnnn-ml the i^nlhnit oflirers 
ntnl tnen. of every ile>-erijnviMn, netini: undi'r tny pir.-^omtl 
command, npon thi*^ ardviom* cntrrj»ri*-e, to the ronsidemtion 
of the Board, for vvlne-e jUKiici: and liher.dity 1 have the 
hmhe.'-t vt'oemtion. 

(Snrned) Jotts* IIayks. 


lion ('•■•v.iir.nvV Ftirn'e • ]ve -.i'-.v,’ 

I/-'!' t Ulel,?^. Ane, o, I'*!'. 

Xott’s per.^nnnl nppeaninrr, atul his pcncral hearinp 
and conduct while cnpipcd on tin’s (‘xpeditinn to 
Muckee ;irc thus descrihed Ity one who w.as Ins com- 
panion at the time and remained his friend to tin; day 
of his death : 

I was a prent deal with Xolt in 1803, ISOf and 1805. 
lie was nifher tall, but not lusty; neither was his figure 
such as indic.atcd atrilitv ; still lie moved about without 
awkwardness. He had a tine oval head, dark hair, sallow 
complexion, and not a joyous countenance; on the contrary, 
without being morose, it was expressive of a calm observation 
of what was passing, for he was rather a looker-on, than a 
delighted participator of the gaieties of his associates, Ilis 
temper was impetuous, yet he could curb it so as not to be 
disagreeable to his companions; there was enough in it, 
liowevcr, to scare away indiscreet familiarity. I was his 
junior officer when on shore at Muckee, and passed the 
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mghU mth bun ibnt np in one of tbe itocVadcB; he was 
then, if I may ao expreai myadf, m hii glory : no precantion 
wu omitted to prcrent a tnrpnse; bia unweaned ngOance 
rendered it impoenble, end hia preparationa to reaut any 
attack which might be made, proved what might be expected 
from him when be might become the commander of an 
army. Thoee nights welded na tc^ethcr for ever. 

I cannot tscy whether he was atodioos or idle : at that 
period the world was m arms; life was passed in action 
rather than itndy , bcuks seldom fed m our way ; onr minds 
were solely engaged with the General Orders of the day. 

For some aappoaed offence committed by Lieutenant 
Nott, Captiun Robertaon, who commanded tho ‘ Lord 
Cftstlercagh,’ mentioned in the foregoing despatch, 
ordered him into arrest, and bo remained under arrest, 
until the Expedition, on its rotmu, was about to reach 
Calcutta. He then directed NoU’s release, hut of this 
Nott refused to ovaU himself, and bo returning to 
Calcutta under arrest, he iromediaUdy demanded a 
court-martial against himsdf on the charges preferred 
by Captain Robertson. 

It win be tho fortnoc of the biographer to say 
many honourable things and describe many honourable 
actions of WiHiam Nott in tho course of these volumes, 
but it may be fairly questioned if any single event 
of bis lifo reflected greater briHiaDty upon bis character 
than the emanations of his lofty spirit disclosed in the 
defence before the court. Let it be borne in mind 
that he was at this time but nineteen years of age, 
impetuous and impcrfcctl} eduatrd. Tho sense of 
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wrong, howoATr, inspired the intrepid youth with 
eloquence suited to tlio occasion, and reminded the 
hearers of the daring tcmjier and ticry resentment of 
the immortal Clive. 

Into a specification of the cliargcs on wliich Nott 
was tried it is not necessary to go, hecausc he has 
recapitulated tlu'ir substance, and occasionally repeated 
their terms in the defence, which ran as follows : 

Pre.'^ident and Gentlemen of the Coavt-i\[nrtial, 

I am standing before you aecnsed of erimes so unbe- 
coming the cliaractcr of a British officer, tliat, were I really 
guilty of the imputations contained in the charges, I shoidd 
feel myself unworthy of being a member of the honourable 
army in which I serve, and certainly should not have 
persevered in demanding the present inquiry into my con- 
duct. But I come here arrayed in the full consciousness of 
innocence, well convinced that no contrivance whatever, no 
art, nor any malice can be so refined, as to rcaeh that 
honour, w'hich is fairly committed to your care and pro- 
tection. 

Gentlemen, I hope to be indulged with a few minutes’ 
attention to the situation in which I was placed on board 
the Hon. Companj^s ship 'Lord Castlcrcagh,’ previous to 
my entering on the merits of the charges now before you. 

I was placed under the command of a man totally unac- 
quainted with military duty ; a man called from a merchant 
vessel and raised to the command of a 50-gun ship a man 
who never had a commissioned officer under his command ; 
nay, who never had the honour even to serve with one, until 
I had the misfortune to be placed under him. Thus, 
Gentlemen, was I reduced to the hard necessity of cither 
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tbandomng a profeuion, to whicb I had dedicated my life, 
or receiTe tbo unofflcer like orders of a man, whose ignorance 
of military affisin rendered him incapable of judging whether 
an officer did, or did not, do hia doty 
Imprcaaed with the indignant feelinga which have been 
routed by the recollection of the mjnnoni treatment recared 
by me and the detachment under my command, while on 
board the proaecntor’i thip, I am indnccd to inquire of thu 
Ckiort, m cate I ahonld be hononrably acquitted, what 
pnmahment it to be inflicted on my prosecutor for false 
imprisonment, end for preformg groundlcai charges f For 
the former, I can obtam reparation m a ciril court , as to 
the latter, were he endowed with those deheate feelmgs 
peculiar to Bntnh offlceri, I would m that case Icare him 
exposed to the in&my which must erer attach to an indi 
Tidnal who prefers a groundlen charge. But he u roid of 
•U Mose of shame and regard to renaty , he u dead to 
ercry idea of justice, lost to all feelings of humanity Tfere 
he mdoed amenable to martial law, I ahonld be enabled 
to bring him to a fair and open tnal , and I hare not the 
least doubt bat he would, in that erent, be dismissed the 
■emce with infamy for his cruel and lubuman treatinent 
of the detachment under my command wbOo on board 
his ship, and for hu sbamefol behanoor m face of the 
enemy on the 27th of July last But he well knew that he 
sms not amenable to martial law, and tberefore contioned 
bis ill usage to tbe last, and seemed to tnumph in bis 
cruelty, but it wu the ihort-hred tnumph of n low, 
niibcral mmd, umnipired by senbraent, untinctured by 
humanity hlost aisurcdly, Oentlcmen, he shall not escape 
with impuni^ 

Gentlemen, before I proceed to notice the charges, it will 
be neccssarj for roe to tnrorm tbe Court, that on the 
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27lli of July last I received an order from Captain .Tolin 
HayeSj Commandcr-in-Chicf of the lion. Company’s forces 
assembled before Mncbec, to take possession of tbc forts 
cvacnatcd by tbe enemy, as well as tbc command of tbc 
whole of flic defacbment emjdoycd on shore. 

Gentlemen, my prosecutor has declared that be is nnablc 
to substantiate tbc three first charges in consequence of tbc 
absence of tbc evidences be wished to be able to ])roducc in 
support of them j and be has moreover declared, that those 
witnesses arc on board tbc ' llombay’ frigate, and be expects 
by this low subterfuge, to escape tbc infamy that awaits 
him for preferring malicious charges ; for T pledge to this 
Ilonoui-ablc Court my sacred word of honour, which is dearer 
to me than life, that there was not a man (except Lieutenant 
Lloyd, who is now here) belonging to tbc * Lombay’ frigate, 
in tbc fort at jMuckee, when tbe altercation took place 
between Captain George Robertson and myself; it is there- 
fore impossible for him to call any evidence from that 
quarter to substantiate tbc charges. But if tbc gentleman 
is of opinion that tbc evidence of any person now on board 
that ship would tend to substantiate bis charges, he certainly 
will confer on me a great obligation by deferring this in- 
vestigation until the return of tbc ^ Bombay’ frigate, which, 
will be in a few days. But this I am sure he will not do, 
well convinced it would be to no purpose. 

Gentlemen, as my prosecutor has declared himself unable 
to substantiate the three first charges, it is not therefore 
my intention to trouble this Honourable Court with any 
evidence in regard to them ; but as my prosecutor has taken 
the liberty to reflect on my character as an officer, I hope to 
be indulged with a few minutes^ attention in order to state 
to this Honourable Court a few words with regard to them. 

Gentlemen, the fii’st charge is, in my humble opinion, so 
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abandoning a profeoion, to ^bicb I had dedicated my life, 
or recerre the nnofficcr 13ce order* of a man, wh(j*c ignoronce 
of miliUry affair* rendered him incapable of judging whether 
an officer did, or did not, do hia dnty 

Impresied with the indignant feehngi which have been 
ronaed by the recollection of the mjunoni treatment recaved 
by me and the detachment under my command, while on 
board tbe proseeutor** ihip, I am mdneed to inquire of tbn 
Court, m ettt I ahould be honourably acquitted, what 
pumahment u to be mflicted on my prosecutor for false 
imprisonment, and for preferring groundlet* charge* T For 
the former, I can obtain reparation m a avil court, aa to 
tha latter, were he endowed with those feehng* 

peeuhtr to Sntiah officers, I would in that case leave hiin 
CQcposed to the infemy whieh must ever attach to an indi- 
Yidual who prefer* a groundle** charge. But he u void of 
aB sense of thame and r^ard to veneUy , he is dead to 
every idai of jrubee, loat to bH feelings of homanity Were 
he mdeed amenable to martial law, I should be enabled 
to bring him to a fair and open tnal, and I have not the 
least doubt but he would, in that event, be dismissed the 
■emeo with infamy for his cruel and inhuman treatment 
of the detachment under my command while on board 
ha ship, and for bu shameful behanoor in face of the 
enemy on the 27th of July last. But ho well knew that ho 
was not amenable to martial law, and therefore eontmued 
his Ql'Usage to the last, and se e med to triumph in hii 
eruclty ; but it was the short lived triumph of a low, 
niibcTsl mind, uninspired by sentiment, untinctured by 
humamty Most assuredly, Oentlcmcn, he shall not escape 
with impunity 

Gentlemen, before I pro ce ed to notice the charges, it wdl 
be necessary for roe to lufurm tbe Court, that on the 
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27tli of July last I received an order from Captain John 
Hayes, Commander-in-Chief of the Hon. Company’s forces 
assembled before Muckee, to take possession of the forts 
evacuated by the enemy, as well as the command of the 
whole of the detaehment employed on shore. 

Gentlemen, my prosecutor has declared that he is unable 
to substantiate the three first charges in consequence of the 
absence of the evidences he wished to be able to produce in 
support of them j and he has moreover declared, that those 
witnesses are on board the ' Bombay’ frigate, and he expects 
by this low subterfuge, to escape the infamy that awaits 
him for preferring malicious charges ; for I pledge to this 
Honom-able Com-t my sacred word of honour, which is dearer 
to me than life, that there was not a man (except Jheutenant 
Lloyd, who is now here) belonging to the ‘ Bombay’ frigate, 
in the fort at Muckee, w'hen the altercation took place 
between Captain George Bobertson and myself ; it is there- 
fore impossible for him to call any evidence from that 
quarter to substantiate the charges. But if the gentleman 
is of opinion that the evidence of any person now on board 
that ship would tend to substantiate bis charges, he certainly 
will confer on me a great obligation by deferring this in- 
vestigation until the return of the ‘ Bombay’ frigate, which 
will be in a few days. But this. I am sure he will not do, 
well convinced it would be to no purpose. 

Gentlemen, as my prosecutor has declared himself unable 
to substantiate the three first charges, it is not therefore 
my intention to trouble this Honourable Court with any 
evidence in regard to them ; but as my prosecutor has taken 
the liberty to reflect on my character as an officer, I hope to 
be indulged with a few minutes’ attention in order to state 
to this Honourable Court a few words with regard to them. 

Gentlemen, the fii'st charge is, in my humble opinion, so 
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Tcry frivolotn, ai to be hardly worth my Kncmi notice On 
the morning of the 27th of July Uft, the Commodore made 
a ngnfll for the troops on board the different ships, to 
embark in boats, and proceed to the shore in order to attack 
the enemy, who appeared to be drawn np ready to recavo 
ns. The troops were not m the boats above fire minutes, 
when the enemy opened a brisk fire from three forts, which 
was immediately returned hy orery ship in the Beet except 
the Horn Company’s ship, * Lord Castlereagh,’ commanded 
by Captam George Eobertaon, ATbcn tho boats from the 
different ships, with the troops ondor my command, ap- 
proached the shore, a number of soldiers, eager to get on 
tho beach, leaped breast high into tho sea , and as it was my 
wish to form them as soon as possible, in order to rtceiTo 
the enemy, I of course left my boat tnd proceeded with 
them After vc had token posscasion of the enemy’s forts, 
finding my red jacket fin consequence of the ibore orenm- 
stunce) rather dieigrecable from being wet and muddy, I 
took it off, and put my sash on orer a white one, which was 
the only alteration made in my dross J do therefore miut 
upon It, that I was not unproperiy dressed. 

As to tho second charge , on the 28th of July last, when 
1 wtis at my post, a rabble of sailors, Lascars, &c., camo 
running into the fort, and without saying a word to mo, 
ordered mv soldiers to quit their post. I immedutely told 
them to desist , that my men were not to more, Ocntlemco, 
my prosecutor charges me with "obstructing end prcrcnting 
the orders he had issued from being complied with and he 
Very grarcly oWrTef, that I did all this “without being 
sddrcf^ or spoken to on the subject,” Ocntlcmcn, I 
Cannot pretend to wiy what orders Captsin Kobcrlson issued 
to hu own men i ho gave none to me, nor would I ba\c 
obeyed them if he had , I well knew that it was my indu 
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pcusnblc <luty to loainlain tlic post, committed to my clinrgc 
by tbc commanding ofitcer; and 1 now appeal to Ibis 
Honourable Court whetbor I sbould not have been guilty of 
misconduct, bud I allowed a set of people, in tbc most 
tumultuous manner, to turn my men from tbeir post, for 
others to occupy it, and that loo, for tbc sole juirposc of 
drinlcing tbeir grog in, and, as my prosecutor very wisely 
observes in bis charge, “without tny being addressed or 
spoken to on tbc subject.” 

Gentlemen, I have said thus much on tbc second charge, 
because it is in some measure connected with the third j 
but I defy my prosecutor to produce tbc smallest evidence 
to prove that I deviated in tbc least from tbc rules of this 
or any other service. 

In tbc third cbar£rc, I am accused of “ disobedience of 
orders before alluded to, after they bad been gi\’cn me by 
tlie prosecutor.” Gentlemen, I know nothing about the 
orders alluded to, nor any other orders issued by Captain 
George Ilobcrtson on shore at Itinckee ; I received my daily 
orders from tbc Commodore of the licet. On tbc 27tb of 
July last, when I left the prosecutor’s ship with the detach- 
ment imder my command, he desired me to proceed to the 
Hon. Company’s frigate, ^ Bombay,’ and put myself under 
the orders of the Commodore. I did so ; and from that 
moment I conceived myself to be entirely from under the 
command of Captain George Bobevtson, except with regard 
to orders he might have brought me from the commanding 
officer. However, I never received any such orders, nor 
did I expect to see Captain Robertson on shore, for he 
kept at a wary distance dunng the whole of the engage- 
ment w'ith the enemy on the preceding day, and seemed 
to have the greatest antipathy imaginable to the smell of 
the enemy’s powder ; nor did I sec him on shore until 
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ttc coMt wBf pcrfcctlj clew, aJtboagli a bnye examplff 
was set erery pmon pT«eDt by the Commodore. Gentle- 
men, I WM ordered by the commanding officer to tiVe 
pommion of the fort*, and defend them, and I norr ptrt 
one fimple qneation to thi* Honoorable Coort 'What right 
or authority had Ciptam RobertKra, or any other officer 
Trhatever, to tom me from a poat I \n» ordered to defend, 
except he brought me an order for ao domg from the 
commanding officer, who had given roe charge of the port T 
Although Captain Bobertaon kept at ineb a wary diitMnee 
during the engagement with the enemy, ho afterward! acted 
a most gallant part , for, ea aoon u he ?ru gmm to under- 
rtand that we had secured the enemy^s gout, be made hu 
appearance on shore, armed cap-a pie, when, hko a true 
knight-errant, be adjusted hu dirk, and with a majestic air 
approached my post, when within about twenty yards, be 
made a halt, clapped hu hand upon hu weapon, and turning 
to tho rabble of tailors and Lascars that followed him, he 
ened with a very audible roio^ “My brave foUowers, turn 
those fellowi nock aud-heels from thmr port 1^ 

Gentlemen, I must confess that 1 wu at first rather 
inclined to amuse myself with thu modern Qurrotc; but 
unfortnnately, on lookmg round, J could neither see a flock 
of sheep nor oren a windmiH ; and for fear he ihould take 
my poor soldiers for a set of wicked grants, I was under the 
necasity of ordering the funons knight and hii followers 
oat of the fort. And u Captain Robertson has founded 
two of hu charges upon the above circumstance, I further 
inform this Court, that I did turn Captain Robertson and 
hu men out of tho fort, at the point of the bayonet, and 
would to-morrow, under the same eircuroittnce*, do the 
same by any officer, let hu rank be whrt it would A 
member of thu Honourable Court has thought proper, since 
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tlie coinniciiccment of the trial, to say, That I am a young 
officer, and did not rightly know what I was about at the time 
nhovc-mentioned.’^ ^Vhat that honourable gentleraan^s 
ideas arc rcs])ccting military discipline, is not my business 
to inquire ; but young as he is pleased to think me, I wish 
to let him know that I acted according to the known rules 
and discipline of war ; and I have not a doiibt but the 
decision of this Honourable Court will convince him that 
no officer, let his rank be ever so high, can insult a 
young subaltern in the lawful execution of his duty with 
impunity. 

Captain Robertson has informed the Court that I 
embarked from IMuckcc by his orders. On my honour, I 
never received such an order from CajRain Robertson, nor 
would I have obeyed it if I had. I was on shore under the 
command of the Commodore of the fleet ; consequently, 
could not have embarked without his orders. 

Gentlemen, with respect to the fourth charge. On the 
evening of the 29th of July, the Commodore went on shore 
at iMuckee, and ordered me to re-embark the Bengal Volun- 
teers, and to return to him ; Captain Robertson w'as present, 
and must have heard this order. Accordingly, I embarked 
in the boats and proceeded with them to the Hon. Com- 
pany’s ship ‘ Lord Castlereagh,’ and immediately reported 
the arrival of the detachment on board to the officer then in 
command of the ship j which, I do insist upon it, was per- 
fectly coiTect according to the rules and disciphne of w^ar. 
Gentlemen, it is not my intention to bring forward any 
evidence in regard to the fourth charge, as I deem the 
evidence already given by Mr. Macdougal quite sufficient 
for the satisfaction of this Honourable Court. 

With respect to the fifth charge. On the evening of the 
29th of July last, about half an hour after I had embarked 
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on the * Lord Ciutlereagli,* a boat camo alongnde from the 
* Bombay* fngite, mth an officer, who informed me that the 
Commodore had aent to deaire that I would go on board, aa 
he wiahed to apeak to me. It immediately occorred to mo 
that the Commodore wiahed to bo informed of what had 
pasted on ahoro dormg the time I commanded the forti 
I left my cabm and went on deck, when an officer brought 
me an order from Captain Bobertaon to bnng hia carpenter, 
who was then on board the fngate, back with me After 
receinng inch an order, I proceeded to the boat , for anrely 
it was onneceaaary for me to lay anythmg further about 
going to the fngate, which waa not above two hundred yarda 
from the * Lord Caatlercagh/ and more espcoally aa Captam 
Gco^ Dobertson went to the gangway, taw me m the boat, 
and repeated the above order If, therefore, he hod the 
letat ohjeetKm to my leanog the ahip, why did he not 
mention it at the time? For even admitting that he had 
the power of prerenting my gomg, after rwemog an order 
for that purpose from tho Commodore, surely, ev'en in that 
case, e^Try unprejudiced person must hare mterpreted ha 
■Hence on that head mto coosenL 
About nme o’clock, I left the Commodore, m order to retnm 
on board the ‘ Lord Caiticrcagh,* banog thm been absent 
about two boors and a half, and not above two hundred yards 
off But, on my approaching tho ship, I was, to my great 
astomihment, told by the officer on duty, that be could not 
allow me to go on board j Captain Bobertson had just before 
ordered him to prevent me Captain Robertson desired 
the officer on duty to fire into the Coramodorc*s boat, if ihe 
attempted to come alongside the * Cnstlercagh and he 
moreover placed two additional scnlnrs, with orders to fire 
at me, with evident intentions of wilfally taking away my 
life llowntT, when ordered not to approoch the ship, and 
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after giving my name to the jicrson who held the hont, I 
returned, and the following morning ^Yont on board the 
‘ Lord Castlcrcngh,’ and was desired by Captain Ttobertson 
to consider myself in arrest for quitting the ship without 
his Icnowlcdgc ; not recollecting, 1 a])prehcnd, the orders he 
gave me on quitting her. 

Gentlemen, my prosecutor has charged me with absenting 
myself from my post and remaining absent the whole of the 
night of the 29th of July last, without leave. It will appear 
by the evidence which has been given, togctlicr with what I 
have to produce, that the charge is unfounded ; it is un- 
founded, because Captain Kobertson gave me ordci’s on my 
quitting the ship ; it is false, because I was not then even 
on duty I there were two commissioned officers with the 
detachment, the other had charge at the time. The charge 
is false and malicious, because I was not absent from the 
ship the whole of the night of the 29th of July, but did 
return alongside within three hours from the time I was 
sent for by the Commodore, and was informed that if I 
attempted to go on board, the officer on duty had orders to 
fire at me. 

Gentlemen, I am now eome to the crisis in which I am to 
be judged ; not by the wishes or intended imputations of 
the words in the charges, but by the evidence given on oath 
before you in support of them, and under all the circum- 
stances attending them. 

Gentlemen, into your hands do I commit my honour, 
which is dearer to me than life. I have suffered more from 
the unwarrantable, nay, inhuman conduct of the prosecutor, 
than my wounded and indignant feelings will allow me to 
relate before this Court. I am conscious of my own inno- 
cence ; and v.'hen I consider that I am to be judged by the 
justice and virtue of this Honourable Court, I shall make 
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myself perfectly’ easy at to the cTOit. I demind only jaitice, 
and justice I am mre I thall hare. 

■Wiixiiii Now, 

lAeot. Sad Bottibcm Besgil Yohnitetn. 

Fori WTffttni, Deo. 27, ISOi 

Wh3e the court-martial was pending, and btfore 
the trud took place — which, aa hftf> been stated, was 
demanded by Nott himaclf — the Most Noble the 
Marqma "WeEealey, the Governor General of Indio, 
who had received an accurate version of the whole 
affair, so fiir departed from usage as to invite the young 
officer, although under nominal arrest, to a ball at the 
Government House. Nay, that this mvitation might 
not be mterpreted mto a matter of course or an acadent, 
hia Lordship seat an aide-de-camp pnvntely to Nott, 
to convey his wish that he should attend the buQ I 

How much Nott was indebted to the Marqua 
Wdlesley^s kindneas to him during tha eventful period, 
was fiwjucntly narrated by bun xvith deep fcdings of 
gratitude m nfter-hfe. 

Lieutenant NoU was of course acquitted upon all 
the charges. Not so wdl did it fare with his per- 
secutor, Robertson The man was repnnmndcd m tbo 
presence of the accused and all tbo officers of the 
licet, who were summoned for that purpose. It is 
in the following words that the inaricnt of the tnal 
stands upon the Records of the East India House 

LrrcTEKAXT 'NFilltau Nott — Trwd and acquitted by 
Coort Martial on ic^c^Bl (haigcs of diaobedicncc of order* 
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and neglect of whilst in command of a detachment 
serving ns marines on board the 'Lord Castlcrcagh’ in 
tTnly, 180-1'. In conformity to the hlnrqnis Wellesley’s 
ordersj Captain Tlohcrtson, the commander of the ship, and 
prosecutor, was admonished to use more caution in the 
course of his future service. The Court-^Iartial, in their 
admonitions to Captain llobcrtson, stated that the strict 
confinement which he inflicted upon Lieutenant Nott during 
four months, upon the ground of charges that have been 
proved to be frivolous or unfounded, was a measure highl}’- 
unwarrantable, and comprehending a very great abuse of 
the power vested in him. 
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he Boon had an opportunity of centring all his heart’s 
best affections She was sought by a crowd of 
admuTTS, but they, like his enemies m the battle-field, 
were routed by his presence. ’The pure and dev'oted 
attachment which animated then* minds, at first sight, 
contmued uninterrupted, until death, but too unbmdy, 
robbed him of his dearest earthly treasure. How deep 
his affection was, and how much his loss was deplored, 
later pages will dearly show He mamed at Calcutta, 
on the 6th of October, 1805, IjCtiha, second daughter 
of Mr Henry Swmhoe, formerly of NewtaiatJe-upon- 
Tyne, but who was then practismg as a sohator m the 
Supreme Court. Foorteen children were the issao of the 
imion, but not more than seren reached maturity, and 
five only survived him 

The tranquil hfo which Nott led from this penod 
until the year 1811 — nearly soren years — was not 
favourable to the development of high mflitary quahtiea 
Nevertheless it had its uses, and one who so much 
valued time as did the subject of this biography was 
not hkcly to dttrtgnrd them. An officer miy cither 
pass a ver) idle or a very mdastnous life it chiefly 
depends upon biraselC If he dctcrmrucs to limit his 
exertions to tho simple pcrforraaiicc of such regimental 
duty ns is comprehended m parades and field dal's, 
guard mounting, courts-raarted, committees of inquuy, 
and so forth, he will have great reason to complain of 
the weanness of existence, but if be determines to 
devote a large share of hts leisure to professional studies 
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'and to qualify lumself for the departments of account 
and supply, at the same time constantly holding as 
much familiar intercourse with the men he commands 
as to enable him to inteipret then* feelings and under- 
stand their prejudices, he wih seldom find the day too 
long — especially if the joys of domestic life contilbute 
to the embellishment of his being. So it was with 
Nott : ennui was unknown to him. 

In the year 1811 the office of “ Superintendent of 
Native Pensions, and Paymaster of Family Pensions,” 
at Barrackpore, became vacant. It is precisely one of 
those offices which exact in the incumbent a familiarity 
with accounts, an acquaintance with the native character, 
and habits of diligence and patience. The pension in 
old age and infirmity, and the provision for the family, 
constitute the chief inducements to the sepoy to take 
service with the East India Company. The present 
wages and the honour of fighting for the European 
. master are as nothing compared with the certain provi- 
sion in the future. Thrift, and the hope of long years 
of idleness, when the physique has become enfeebled, 
are the gi’and characteristics of the native ; and the 
Government having discovered the key to his loyalty 
and devotion, are rigidly punctual to those engagements 
by which that allegiance is to be maintained. Accord- 
ingly, it became a matter of importance that the officer 
to whom the payment of the pensions was entrusted 
should be a man in whose integrity and exactitude the 
fullest reliance might be placed. 

VOL. I. 
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The dmractcr which laentoiDnt Nott had acquired 
m hi8 regiment recommended him to the vacant office, 
and he immediately entered opon his duties with charao- 
tensho ardour 

On the IBth of June, 1814, Nott was promoted to 
Captam-Ljeutenant , and on the 16th of Docember 
following, he was advanced to the rank of Regimental 
Captain 

Happfly for Nott his military khticcs were not 
required in those campaigns against the Pindorccs and 
the Nepauleso ra which so littlo honour was won, until 
Sir David Ochterlonj took the field to repair our 
nwmes in the luDs, Ho was the better enabled to 
fulfil his duties os tho Pennon Paymaster, nod os the 
father of tho family which now began to cluster around 
bun India, even m the districts tho most favoured by 
a taluhnous temperature, is indifferently supplied with 
tho means of educating European jonth, the schools 
bang mrd) conducted by competent individuals But 
m the plains, tho difficulties winch must attend any 
attempt to cultivate tho intdlccts of children arc greatU 
cnlianccd by the enervating inflomcc of climate upon 
their constitutions. Most parents, therefore, even at 
tho nsk of an expenditure Ixwond then* immediate 
means, and the still greater nsk of tho alienation of 
affection from separation, make a point of sendmg their 
children to England. 

Captain Nott was too fond of his offspring to neglect 
what seemed to him on imperative duty , and he had, 
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therefore, parted with them as they reached the ages at 
which it seemed right their education should commence. 
Charles, the eldest, and William, the second son, were 
sent to school with a Mr. Williams of Caermarthen. 
The letters written to the former in 1818 and 1819 
sufficiently attest the fondness of Nott for his boys and 
girls, and the exalted notions which he entertained of 
the sacred paternal duty and obligation of counselling 
them as to their conduct in life. The second letter of 
the , two following affords a powerful illustration of the 
lofty sentiments by which he was inspii*ed, and the 
excellent style of composition he had cultivated. 

Mt dear Charles, 

I have just received your -welcome letter of the 19th of 
September last. I had been for some time extremely uneasy 
and anxious regarding you and William, as my brother’s 
previous letter -was dated as far back as January, 1817, 
upwards of twelve months ago. 

I am happy in the assurance you give me that no one 
interferes in the composing of your letters, and I trust that 
you -will always observe this rule ; indeed, I hope you do not 
need the assistance of any person. 

your uncle mentions in his letter that you and William 
are in fine health, and that he has reason to be pleased -with 
the progress you both make in your studies. This, my dear 
Charles, is all that your mother and myseK could desire : 
to find that Providence continues you in health, and that 
you are fast acquiring that knowledge so necessary to yoiu 
success in the great world of business, is indeed realizing 
our best expectations. Continue, my beloved boys, this 

D 2 
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attention to the precept* of Mr. WilKam*, and, thonld I live 
io Tetnm to my natire land, yon wiU cnaore happine** to the 
declining year* of yonr fond mother and myielf. 

£dmnnd ia now *ix year* of age; and a* I most remain in 
this country two year* more, U would bo highly improper to 
keep him to long from aehooL I thall therefore tend him 
home by the fleet which will leare thii country about 
iDecember next, and you will probably ace him about til or 
eight month* after your penml of tbit Itatter. 

Bo your old friend Hodge wrote to yonr uncle froin 
London I Ho went in charge of two of your couiini, William 
and Alfred, the ton* of Captain NicholctU (not NicholU, 
a* poor Ilodgo callt him). He it a good and kind imant, 
and I mean to tend him to England with Edmond. 

I lappote you and liViQmm run about ftmootly during 
your leisure hour*. Tou will be able to show me all the 
ddightfoi walk*, and the beautiful and highly pktumqne 
tiewa, of hill and dale, on the aide* of the romnntie Tawy; 
and I thall certainly call upon your taste to fix on a ipot for 
the retirement of yoor parent*. 

Your mother joins in ferrent lore to you both. Edmund, 
Tftiti*, and the little hlaria are quite well. Hies* me, what 
a troop of children I hare got 1 "Well, I hope they will all 
be good, and then the greater the number, the more hap- 
pinta* will be the lot of your affectionate father. 

ir. Norr. 

Itsmfkpcre, Murb 15, 1S18. 

Mr DEAK CaXKLU, 

1 have rcccircd your letter of the 10th of June, 1818. 
It affords me much pleasure to find that ray father was 
about to rmdc at ronl^Carrag. 1 passed many o day on 
that spot, and hope again to meet you all there, comfortably 
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situated. You say that Job’s Well has been sold. I was in 
hopes of getting it, and sent an order on a house of ageney 
in London for the purchase money, hut it seems I was too 
late ; however, it is of no consequence ; I dare say I shall he 
able to get some suitable place of residence on my arrival 
in England, and as I shall not be rich, I must not be very 
nice in my choice. 

■ I hope I shall find that you and William have made great 
progress in learning. I should be sadly disappointed indeed 
were I to find it otherwise, as my best and fondest hopes of 
happiness depend upon the knowledge of my boys. You will, 
I trust, have seen Edmund before you get this letter. He 
left us oh the 21st of December. We received a letter from 
him yesterday, dated at Madras, at which place the ship was 
to remain for some days. He is a fine-spirited boy, and after 
being in England a short time will, I think, be much admired. 

I have requested your uncle to send you immediately to 
some pubhc school, which will probably be Eton, where I fully 
trust’ your- conduct vnU be such as I could wish, and that you 
. will be conspicuous for your attention to the precepts of your 
learned teachers, and for your honourable and gentlemanly 
behaviour. ' Qui non projicit, deficit. Only think, my beloved 
Augustus, how anxious, how feelingly ahve to your welfare, 
your fond father will be during your stay at that national 
. institution ; where, in the eyes of most people, your conduct 
will stamp your future character in the world, and according 
to that conduct, you will be noted dull, ignorant, unpolite 
and dissipated, or confer exquisite happiness on your parents, 
by being learned, gentlemanly and honourable. I am, my 
dear Charles, depriviag myself of many comforts to enable 
me to see you well educated; but I shall feel myself , amply, 
nobly repaid, if your conduct equals my fond expectation. 
I trust you will be particularly careful in' foiining acquaint- 
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nncci wWo it Eton. Alwmyi bear m mmd that Tirtuoai 
poTcrty u £ir prefcrahle to titled vice and indolence. Not 
but ytm may meet with those among the nch and great, 
who are poiicssed of ct ery good and desirable quality , how- 
ever, never loic sight of the old prorerh — no*ctittr a iikiis. 
It u not easy to get nd of evil companioni where an 
mtnnicy hts once snbmtcd with gay and diMolnto yoong 
men. I would therefore hare yon be cantioni m forming 
fnendihips. Never allow the ropertilioni imile of the idio 
and ropcrfioal, or the lend langh of the ignorant, to lead 
you, even for a moment, from the path of leammg, hononr, 
truth, and nrtQo; the pnde of the inpenjilioui u even 
beneath contempt, and the loud langh of the prcsomptaontly 
Ignorant will meet with aclf.pxmtthment. Dnt though you 
will meet with many aueh cbarnttCTS, yon will also find 
every good prmaple end duposibon eombincrd m others, 
whose acquaintance wiU confer honour, and whose fnendahip 
I would have yon coltiretc. I Itnow your nature will never 
allow yon, even m idea, to utter an untruth, I will not 
therefore dwdl on so base a snbjeel. Banish, my dear 
Charles, from yonr mind end behanoor, arrogance, self- 
conceit, insolence, presumption, end egotism i thcao sre the 
certain bane of genius, knowledge and pohtcntrw, and will 
not fail in the end to render the unfortunato possessor hated 
and despised, Ob I my bdored Aogustns, how I long to 
bo with yon, to aasut m guiding yon free of the rocks 
and ihaliows you may meet with m your progr«s. I cannot 
eomnut to paper the ten thousand snshes, fears, antici- 
pations, and anxieties, which 1 momentarfly feel for your 
honour and wclfire m hfe. But I fervently trust m Pro- 
vidence, that you wiU bo generously good, deeply learned, 
and piously rirtnous 

TcU Edmund that I rreesred both b»* letten from Madras, 
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tho one written bv IIot1"e, and the other hv himself with 
the nssistnnee of Mrs. Co>c. 'Pell him that I have not sold 
In’s jnmy (.luck), thongh we have no use for the animal now. 
Little Letitia is always inquiring: after Ldmund. Your sister 
Maria is much like Kdmtind, and very handsome. Von and 
M'ilHam must he rrreat tall fellows hv this lime; vottr mother 
and myself nUNionsly look forward to (he period of mectittg. 
Farewell, mv much loved hoy. Your mother joins in love 
to all. Y'rito to me frequently, atid tell of all yon see and 
think. 

Yours, a/Tectiountcly, 

Wi 1.1,1 AM Nott. 


Itamckpore, I'd), 0, ISIO. 


The care with which the foregoing sind several other 
letters of about (he same time have been jireseiTcd 
reflects great honour on the filial fccling.s of the jicrsons 
to whom they were tiddrcsscd. Cliarlcs Nott — whom 
the witcr of these pages had the pleasure of knowing 
twenty years later than the dates of these letters — 
became a practising barrister in the Supreme Court. 
He inherited much of his father’s disposition, and his 
nice sense of honour. From Eton both Charles and 
William were sent to Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where the foi-mer graduated as LL.B., and the latter as 
A.B. Although the expense was considerable, the 
father’s anxiety for their success in life induced him to 
submit to personal privations rather than deprive them 
of the advantages of a university education. 

In 1821 Captain Nott meditated a return to England, 
and we find him requesting his sons to report upon the 
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eHgibility, aa a Ksidencc, of Job’s WeD, CaermarthajJ 
tt locality to which he was greatly attached from early 
aasodatiotis. 

By the tnne you get thu letter you will hare leeu a good 
deal of England and Walci, end will be eble to compere 
the artnaticm, nm^tbonrhood end acesicry of Job’t "Well with 
that of other places, end to gire me year opinion whether 
JoVa ^Vell inffen m the compeneon, end whether you thmk I 
ahonld gcrc the preference (toUk tejr tmoZl meonaJ to ether 
eotmties for a fixed rendence. 

More than a year afrerwards he reverts to the 
saliject. 

Yon allode to Job’s TTeli It u by oo mcaiu lihaly thet I 
than reaide there, end perheps not even in IVeles, but of 
thn I can only judge on the ipot. I aoppoae yon wiH be 
et Cambridge when yon get thu letter. I truit you will 
iteedilj punue those atndies which will be of moat use to 
you in the great world of busmen and cvnleniton, if you 
wiU admit of the word. Tour ntuatioo la different from 
that of the hundreds you will meet with there. They hare 
been bom to fortunes, end can, if they wish, be idle and 
dissipated with impunity j you ham to make your way in 
the world, and to fight your own battles , indolcnw end 
extriTagance must, therefore, bo banished from your 
Tocabulsry, end mutt n ercr for a moment find admittance 
into your mmd. 

Late in 1822, Captain Nott sailed with hh wife and 
his three daughters for England IIU health had 
become soracwhsl impaired by a residence of (wenli- 
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two years in a tropical climate, and as he was upon the 
eve of his promotion to a regimental majority, which 
would have caused him necessarily to have vacated his 
staff appointment, he conceived it prudent to quit India 
at once, taking the usual furlough on sick certificate. 

Notwithstanding his anticipation that he should not 
reside at Job’s Well, we find him there in Febmary, 
1824, MTiting to Charles: “If I could have had the 
least idea that Job’s WcU would have been so comfort- 
able and so delightful a residence, I would have been in 
it six months ago. You would not know the old 
house.” 

Major Nott’s stay in England did not extend 
beyond July,' 1825. In the meanwhile the army was 
augmented, and he became, in consequence, a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel. He hastened his return in the hope 
of being employed in the Burmese war. Upon his 
return to Calcutta he rejoined his regiment (the 20th), 
of which he was, of course, placed in command. It 
■was then stationed at BaiTackpore. 

A few months subsequently, Lieutenant-Colonel Nott 
was transferred to the 43rd Regiment. These transfers 
in the India Army are frequent, and sometimes com- 
plimentaiy. Another regiment, perhaps, is indifferently 
commanded, or cannot be safely trusted to the Major, 
supposing the Lieutenant-Colonel to be withdrawn. A 
transfer of a Lieutenant-Colonel from another' corps is 
then ordered, and on these occasions a selection is made 
■of the officer most conspicuous for his diill and disci- 
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plme. On some such principles as these, LicotenanU 
Colonel Nott nms soon removed to the command of the 
43rd Regiment- Tlie qiuctude of his life as Super- 
intendent of Pensions at Barrackporo had scarcely 
prepared the higher nnbtaiy autbonhes for the exhibi- 
tion of so much talent as he now showed himself to 
possess for parade duties, and the intcnor economy of a 
regiment , bat they were not long m discovering tns 
ment, and he soon become noted os one of the roost 
efflaent commandants m tho service. 

A year or two subsequent to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Nott’s assumpUon of tho command of the 43rd 
Regiment, the 1 6th Bengal Grenadiers was m danger 
of suS'enng in its dtsaplino from certain dissensions 
which had broken out among the offlccra. To restore 
order, and enforce due subordination, Licutenont-Colond 
Nott was now transfer r ed to the command of tlie 16lh 
Grenadiers 

Ponng tho tenure of this third command two cir- 
rumshmecs ocemred which occasioned vcij great dissa- 
ta&dion among tho ofBccm m the Company’s service , 
and one of them w to this da) a source of mortification 
and hcart-hummg, because it has disturbed a pnna|io 
ond given advantages to officer* m Her Majesty’s arm) 
which bod never been previously contemplated A 
general order oppeared, giving tho locnl rank of Colonel 
to certain Lieutenant-Colonels m the royal service, on the 
ground that the date* of thar commission* being the 
same as lliose of cvrtain CompantV Colonel^, the) vrcrc 
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■entitled to hold a similar rank in India. The remon- 
strances to which this gave rise, led to the rectification 
of the mischief, only that it might he revived, at a 
subsequent period, in a more formidable shape. The 
other cu'cumstance which awakened general discontent 
among the Em'opean officers was the abolition of the 
Full Batta allowance, which had been enjoyed for so long 
a time as to be regarded as a vested right. The Court 
of Directors, in their anxiety to retrench expenditm*e, 
had given carte blanche to Lord William Bentinck, 
the Governor-General, and he had availed himself of it 
to the fullest imaginable extent, and not always with 
the soundest discretion. He curtailed charges which 
were of great value to the country, and allowed many 
old abuses to continue in existence. The Full Batta 
of the officers he swept away with a stroke of the pen. 
The effect of this measure was to bring the army to 
the verge of mutiny. The Government secretariat was 
beset with memorials ; the press teemed with complaints 
and remonstrances ; an agent was employed, at a heavy 
cost to the army, to champion their cause at the East 
India House ; and the name of Lord William Bentinck 
was execrated throughout the country. If his health was 
proposed as a toast at any mess dinner, it was greeted with 
hisses ; if he fell into the company of officers, away from 
his own house, they almost turned their backs upon him. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Nott, always animated by a power- 
ful esprit de corps, always indignant at injustice, but 
equally mindful of the obligation of obedience and the 
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influence of example, refused to be a to any 

memonols from his own regiment alone. He disbelieved 
in their efficacy, and preferred taking port in a general 
memorial fium all the field-officeiB in the presidency 
division of the army. HU memorial, when drafted, 
was sent to General O’HoHoran, who commanded the 
presidency division, for hU perusal, before Nott had 
circulated it to the other field*offlcm. The General, 
however, declined to bo tho medium of submitting the 
document to the Government, and this refusal appears 
to have clidted from Nott Iho following expression of 
regret and inffignaticm. 


April U,18» 


My DES& OExemsL, 

I wu from botcie vhco your note wu retored. 1 am 
exceedingly iorty to find that you duapprore of the memo- 
rUl, knomng, as I do, the citreiDC agitabon now preraihng, 
and looking, with the best judgment 1 am pooosed of, to 
the ultimate conwqucncct. I should hare felt happy, indeed, 
had you contented to forward it, 

I am equally sorry that you should, for a moment, hare 
conce i Tcd yourself not coofulled, aa the memonal wit sent 
to you, for i>eruMl, before bang areulstcd for pignilum, 

I may ponibly err m judgment, but I think roemonali 
from teparate corps highly objcclionahle ; nay, wortc than 


ntclcsa. 

After a aemce of near thirty years I now see, to lay the 
Icatt of it, the most gloomy prospect hefore me ; and 1 Oiiok 
a very htUe knowledge of the present state of this army, 
and of human nature, will enable the most inperfieisl to 
foTctc! the ultimate consequences. 
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'In 1824j the Government, if my memory serves me, 
expressed in strong language their high displeasure of the 
native officers at the presidency station for not having made 
hnown, and reported on, the state of irritation and dis- 
content of the troops. On the same principle, will not the 
Government highly blame the field-officers of this army, 
should they not represent the present feelings of the 
European officers of every rank ? If my judgment is at all 
correct, it is highly expedient and desirable that the present 
agitation should he fully stated to Government immediately, 
and I think it the indispensable duty of field-officers to 
bring it in the most direct manner to the notice of their 
superiors. 

No man can possibly feel greater regret than I do at the 
discontent created by a measure which the Government has 
deemed necessaiy ; hut with the rank I have attained in the 
service, and the responsible situation I am placed in, I 
should be supine, indeed, were I silently to look on that 
discontent, which meets me at every turn, and not make it 
known to you, as the chief military authority in the division, 
and, through you, to the Government. 

Being perfectly convinced that you will do full justice to 
my motives, I feel assured that ho excuse is necessary for the 
trouble I occasion by this note. 

Yours, 

; William Nott. 

To General O’HaUoran, C.B. 

Two years subsequent to the date of the foregoing, a 
similar promotion of four Lieutenant-Colonels in His 
Majesty’s seiwice to that which had excited so much 
just resentment, took place. This was the signal for 
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much memonaEring from the Lieutenant-Colonels in tho 
East India Company’s army, thirty or forty of uhom 
had thereby been superseded ; and find a document 
in Colonel Nott’s hand-writing addressed to Colonel 
Fagan, the mucb-estccmcd Adjutant-General of the 
Bengal army, forwarding a “ petition '* to tho Court of 
Directors against tho supersession thus inflicted. It 
would seem, however, that that memorial or petition 
was never forwarded to tho Home Authorities, for no 
trace of it appears upon the records of tho Knrf India 
House. What Colonel Noll’s feelings were in respect 
to this ortmordinary and most unjust supersession, may 
he deduced from a passage of his letter to Colonel 
Fagan. 

In traotmiUiog tbu memorial 1 nnnot avoid ccprming 
to you, for the information of Gorcmmeiit, my wounded 
feeling*, and my deep regret, on finding that there *houId 
cir»t & necMiity for my remaining under the painful uifln- 
coco of this *aperBe«K)n, dunng the long penod which muit 
eUpte, pcntbng o reference to England. 


WTiilst the 16th Uegiment, N.I., was stationed at 
Saugor, Colonel Nott was temporarily transferred to 
(be 7Ut, NI., in order to restore it to a wliolesomc 
state of discipline. Cirrumsbnccs had Irmled to un- 
settle the corps, and it needed a strong and n-solutc 
hand to bring it into proper condition. 

In the course of tlm periodical nlirfs the regiment 
under Colonel Notts command was uni (o Mtiow in 
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Malwa. This station he did not like ; lie therefore 
sought, and obtained, an exchange into the 38th 
Regiment, N.I., which was cantoned at Benares. The 
officers and men of this regiment soon became much 
attached to their new commander, and he cordinlly 
reciprocated their fricndlj* feeling towards him. Nott 
looked upon this corps as one of the most perfect in 
the service, and the regiment justly regarded him as an 
unapproachable chief. 

No reply coming from the Court of Directors to the 
memorials which had been addrc.ssed to them in 1831, 
respecting the supersession of the Lieutenant-Colonels, 
Nott took an opportunity, in January, 1834, of pro- 
claiming the continued existence of outraged feeling in 
a letter to the “ Bengal Hurkaru and Chronicle,” a paper 
which up to that time had for many years been the 
mouthpiece of the Indian army. 

How long, Sir, are the field-officers of this array to groan 
under the degi’ading stigma of that order ? How long are 
they to drag on their existence under the withering influence 
of injustice ? ’\Yhen arc they to receive even a simple reply 
to their respectful and humble petitions to the authontics in 
England, transmitted through the legitimate channel of the 
Bengal Government, as far back as 1831 ? Daily subjected 
as they now are, to be commanded by one or all four of the 
royal officers who are named in that famous order, I ask, in 
the name of all that is honourable and just, when or where is 
their degradation to end ? Is it because they have for forty 
years faithfully served their country, at a distance of twelve 
thousand miles, that they have not a single friendly voice to 



mftVr Vncum ihur prirrBnfr* tn thnr Kmp ant! ronntrj ? 
Yrl, Mr. IMitor, In lio|w, l!)»t mcli a *Ulr nf tliinp 

cannot much lumper. I, for mm, fcrl a<*nrrJ, that it l» 
unW nret^nry fnr the Court of Ptrretor* in Imnp thr »ul>- 
Jfci to llir nolmc of an all-jurt ant! pranoon Rorempn, 
In pat an cw! firr rrer In aach a mou«troa* *y»trm of mja*- 
ticc onJ tlrpnililmn — a ayilrm which b! 1 xcml, 

paralyxr* rrery cfTort, wiihm m tl«* lioil ttcry pmcrmn ami 
noWe thonghl, anil ihrowa a Wight mrr the ilcar and long. 
Irra^oml Enpet of the old (oilian offiett. 

The hardy TluMun, haeVed by the pourr, the rcwmrcr<, 
and the local Lnowlcdpr of thr nrr mtlc^' Penwn, rt 
maViog long and luwty atnilr^ towanl^ the InJoi j thr con> 
dart and the bfi'cry of the offiem of the Indian array bare 
ptrm to Kogland a great aul aplcndiJ etnptrr; Lot m the 
dap of eonqarU and acqQHitton, their pndr, thrir frtlmp, 
were new calraged by lojaitied. They were treated with 
coomleralioti and gcncroMl), end the greatret confidence wi< 
cw placed In tbeir teal and in tbeirbononraWc aodnohlc ex- 
erttona. Akmg tmb ofnrtonea wan thehappyrmolt. Let the 
aamo condort be poraned (owardn tbpiii, they a>L for nothing 
new j then, when the day of Inal ahall cow, as come it 
most certamly will, the tame i«l and eoarage which wan 
dtaplayed in the acqumUon of empire, wdl ahme forth with 
redoubled ardour m ita aocccanfol defence againit all our 
cacmiei, whether Earopean or Natire. Bat if the per* 
nKoons and deadly ayatem of patronage and aapersession it 
to contimie, if the long-tned and eipentnetd Company’^a 
officer u to be tnperaeded and commanded by the ttlly and 
weak soona of anstoeracy, or by the tnen of intcrat, whom 
the whim or capnee of the Kono Qoanlt may aend acrcta 
the ocean j then, Mr. Editor, it will not bo necctaary that a 
man ahould be a prophet to forctcl the tad result Nor will 
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it be a (linicult task for you, Sir, to calculate the future 
numbers of your New Year addresses as editor of a uews- 
])apcr under the British sway, in the City of I’alaccs. 

So far from the. remonstrances of the army proving 
effectual, the promotion of King’s Lieutenant-Colonels to 
the local rank of Colonel became a matter of course. 
With “ bitterness unutterable,” Nott was doomed, six 
months after the above letter had been published, to 
find that the pride and honourable feelings of the officers 
of the Bengal army had “ again been insulted by 
■degrading supersession.” The Lieutenant-Colonels of the 
3rd Buffs, and 49th Regiment had been promoted, 
thus superseding thirty-one Lieutenant-Colonels. 

Colonel Nott was not much in the habit of writing 
to the newspapers. He was averse to anything that 
wore the appearance of a defiance of authority or a 
stimulant to disaffection. When, however, he wished 
for information which was only attainable through the 
columns of the press, or imagined that important pro- 
fessional objects could be achieved by a free discussion 
of their merits, he was less scrupulous. The Indian 
press was for the most part conducted by gentlemen 
who, being personally Imovvn to the community, were 
responsible to that community for the respectability of 
theii* pages. Colonel Nott, therefore, felt that he was 
safe from vulgarity of comment, or severity of stricture, 
and he was at the same time assured that his confidence 
would be honoured. Scarcely an instance is on record 
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of the tM{Wuro by on AngloIntJtaii ctfj<or nf <(« 
inmr of lui coirr^pondcnl. 

Among Ihc lubjrtU which, in 1834, inlcrt^ctl 
CoInnrI iVott, ond drew from in'm a enmmonicaf/on to 
the prt5s, ww the difBcuU) of procuring nxniila for the 
nalivf* army. Tills communlcatinn bears the impress 
of A'ott's mind, ffc never forgot a grirs’oncc until it 
liad l)ccn irdrcssctl ; ho never ronsldrrcil that enough 
liad been said respecting a public xemng until juslkr 
Itod been done. Hence, even a tinr questions respecting 
the rccniilmg were but precursor* of one of those honest 
phiEpplcs wlitdi the itinging retnembranco of tlic wrongs 
of the KTrioo frequently suggetfed. 

TO THE Eorroit OF -THE DENOAE llUnK.\nU AM) 
CllROMCLE." 

Sir, 

1, ]M»y I mIc irbeocc proceeds the great dilEculty of 
procunng reeroiU for the nalite army f 

2 ^Vh»t ttiCRfurr* arc ncer»»aiy to prevent men of nn 
improper dcscnpttoa bang enbtlcdT 

8. Ii there not a necesuly for eomroittre* of field-ofQeer* 
being immediatelj auembled at the bf*J*qnarter» of raeh 
diniKm of the army for themmote oammation of all recniiU 
cnlatcA doting the lait tvdvo moolhs, with aothonty to 
disehorge matantly and upon the ipot, all those who may be 
found unfit for the dutie* of a aoldier f 

4. 1» there a neceuily for iureung mica and atnet orders 
for the gmdanee of commanding officen m iccnuting for 
thdf reapeebre pcgimcnt* f 

D. It it not edmablo to mercaae the naUre army by tm 
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men per eonipany, nncl desirable tlint none but boys of 
fifteen and sixteen be enlisted, and that they sbo\dd be 
confined to the drill and to regimental duties for full two 
years ? The reasons for this are many and obvious, and of 
vital conscquenec. 

6. Looking to the present system, and to the heavy and 
incessant duties imposed upon the native troops, is not the 
time fast approaching when, instead of this army being filled, 
as in days gone by, uith respectable volunteers, the Govern- 
ment will find it neecssarj' to give large bounties, even for 
men of an inferior description? Can it be said that the 
present miserable economical system will offer anything in 
the shape of compensation for such a state of things ? ■\Miat 
an enormous ultimate drain, too, ujmn the revenues of the 
country I The Russians knocking loudly at your gates, the 
army deficient in numbers for the purposes of discipline and 
efficienc}', the natives, once highly proud of being admitted 
into your ranks, declining and disgusted with your sennee. 
Your European officers discontented and impressed with the 
maddening idea that favouritism and sickening and deadly 
patronage is predominant and rides triumphantly, added to the 
deep-felt knowledge of supersession by the King^s brevet ; and 
then look to the well-known fact, that after a zealous service 
of from forty to fifty years, an old officer fails to gain 
admission, for even one of a large family, into that anny in 
which he has passed a long life of tod and exile from his 
dear native land I To fill the measure of injustice, I have to 
blush with indignation while my pen writes the fact, that for 
foi’ty years no Company’s officer has been appointed by the 
Honourable Court or by the King, to the command of the 
India army. True, they originally conquered the countiy, 
but the command has been given to Parliamentaiy influence 
and to the connections of an overgi’omi and grasping aristo- 

E 2 
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eniQy Now, Sir, nnder these cxrcumrtancei, let ui fnppoco 
a tmart campaign m the rlciiuty of the lodu* with the 
prohahle lota of one third of the army engaged. Nay, atart 
not, thii la within the mark of caanalbea. May I aak how 
and from whence they are to be replaced f Yon cannot fill 
yonr ranka with proper men in tnno of profonnd peace, how 
then are yon to accompliah it in time of war T how during 
anch a war aa that which ta adraneang npon yon with giant 
atndea, and when hordea of petty chieftama wiU bo agar to 
augment the number of thar foUowcra, and ready with eagle 
eye to take advantage of tnuea and arcnmitancea f ^flU 
not yonr preparatjoni for the acconrf and third campaigna 
bear a gloomy aspect f — nay, again start not, the third wiH 
not be last — will not the Prmeea erf India be on the watch, 
and cloaely aaalyie yoor proceedings and yonr means T and 
win these prcparationa be aneb aa to carry the hope and eren 
the firm connction of victory, or wQl they be the very r e Ter se f 
‘Win patronage then oppomt the commandert, and wiQ merit 
stni en)oy ohsennty t 

7 Have you not, by reduemg m an undue ratio aU yonr 
mihtiiiy eatabliahmcnti, m a great meaaure j>trtlyicd, if not 
destroyed, the mam power of the State T The half Batta 
decree too, is, to say the least of it, a measure never to bo 
forgotten Ihd not the aupcraeaaian of the field-oflEicers of 
the Bengal army, by aelfish and anstoeratic ordcra from the 
Horse Guards, outrage the pndo and bitterly diagust tbo 
fechngs of every honourable man T When they committod 
that act, did they not thmk that it would again be necessary 
to “ raise the battle cry P' Yet, Sir, the officers of this army 
love their country, they rev e re n ce the Gorenunent, but there 
stin remains a proud conviction that the day wfll come when 
justice mutt bo rendered to them, the dsy icill come, when, 
nnV>w generously forgetting tho injuries and Insults thus 
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heaped upon them, under the sanction too of the "Great 
Duke/^ their cheerful and devoted aid be nobly and zealously 
given, the Anglo-Indian empire, pm’chased by their blood, 
will pass away like the dew of the morning, leaving behind 
only a great and warning lesson to future Kings and Rulers to 
the latest posterity, on the policy and necessity of acting with 
faith and justice — mark, Sir, only faith justice — to those 

upon whom the defence of nations must ultimately devolve. 

8. Every soldier is, or ought to be, well aware that com- 
parative poverty must necessarily be his lot in whatever army 
he may serve, and may shame hght upon that wretched man 
who enters this noble profession in expectation of riches, or 
from the abominable love of lucre. Rank, honours, medals, 
the applause of his countrymen, and sti’ict and even-handed 
justice, comprise the legitimate objects and rights of a soldier; 
and he who can remain silent when basely robbed of these, is 
unworthy of the commission he holds. Should such a man 
unfortunately be called upon to act on any great emergency, 
he win be found as wanting and as unqualified to serve the 
State, as he showed himself incapacitated for the defence of 
his own and his comrades’ rights. 

9. Depend upon it, Mr. Editor, that- the man who has not 
the spirit to speak for his own honour and his own rights, 
will be found void of intellect, of energy, and of Bntish 
spirit, whenever he may be called upon to defend the rights 
of his country, or to carry any great militaiy measure of 
Government to a successful conclusion. 

10. I merely intended to have put the four or five first 
questions, but, I know not why, my thoughts and my pen 
have been rambhng far and wide for two full hour’s ; and you, 
Sii’, may now print or burn as likes you best. 


Banks of tlie Gauges, Jimc 15, 1831. 
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Four year* olnpse, and wo do not find Colond Nott 
taking any share in newspaper discussions. In the 
summer of 1838 he comes into the arma for the 
purpose of expressing bis opinion of the impolicy and 
injustice of giving brigodierahipo to artillery officers. 
Here again are strong traces of that mtenaity of feeling 
which seemed to enter into every question m which 
apparent injuskioe had a share It will be obvious fi^m 
the extract of a letter, which was signed W,,” contain- 
ing Nott’s sentiments, that a discnsaion had been com- 
menced in whicb a writer signing himself " Secnpronhis,” 
bad token a part 

Altboogh I, m common with my brother soldiers, deeply 
feel the msnlt which has been tbos thrown upon ns, it was 
not my mtcntion to take np my pen on the robjeet, until the 
letter of the good and gentlo Bempromus was brerogbt to 
my noticsa. As there be many a Sempronini m the world, 
I would fam endeavonr to remove a bttle of the mist of 
sunplicity fiom before their eyes. Eat to-day. Sir, I bare 
not time, nor wonld yon oflord me space, to detofi the feelings 
which this and similsr acts bare engendered m the mmds of 
the officers of this army. Let the Uome Anthonties, whose 
hnsmess it is to preside over and to direct the destuncs of 
this vast and splendid empire, gamed by the blood and toil 
of those whose best feehngt are so freqaently and so heart- 
lessly oatraged and insulted, look to these things. I con tell 
them, that there are those in this army who, could they 
possibly have foreseen rach acts, wonld rather hare gircn 
their s em ces and their Uvea to the most petty of the petty 
Clucftams between the Sutlej and the Caspian Sea, than hare 
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entered this army, and have subjected themselves, after the 
banishment and toil of upwards of the third of a century, to 
such cruel supersession and injustice. In the courts of such 
Chiefs, even if that cursed thing called patronage prevailed, 
if situations and commands were granted only by the 
pestiferous breath of some unprincipled courtier, or through 
the influence of some grasping old lady from behind the 
purdah, the soldier of fortune would not greatly feel it. He 
had entered the service of an unfeeling and petty despot with 
his eyes open to the notoriety of Oriental intrigue, prepared 
to run the career of chances in the service of tyranny, and 
whatever his fate, he would have no right to complain, nor 
to feel the pangs of disgust, surprise, and disappointment. 
Far better this. Sir, than to serve under the guise and 
semblance of just rule and dominion, and after a long life 
of zealous service, to find himself ultimately superseded and 
crashed to death, by the advancement of favoured medio- 
crity, under the bbgbting auspices of intiigue and deadly 
patronage. 

It is impossible to advert in any point of view to this 
transaction, or in any way to contemplate the disgusting act, 
without the most painful feehngs — ^impartial spectators will 
even call it a mere love of pati’onage. All honest and 
honourable men will view it as a lamentable shrinking from 
public duty — the whole army abeady mourn over it as the 
very worst of precedents, and as a death-blow to their 
legitimate rights, and to their long and dearly-cherished 
professional hopes. 

The letter, from wliich the foregoing is an extract, 
appears to haveimpressed a waiter, under the signa- 
ture of “ Civis,” with an idea that the author desired 
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the bngadierehip for Hraadf To this Nott ro- 
joins. 

Now, if it be of any satufaetion to Cm*, I cm mform him, 
a« he appetn to be ignorant of the iact, that W., from hit 
ttandmg m the army, and from the number of hia aeniors 
who were at the time araQable, could hare had no flmni 
whatever to the command, and if patronage had appointed 
him to it, the mjuaticc of the Government would have been 
equally great, to much for yonr acale, good CiviB. But 
It u tmo that "W. deeply fdt, and itiB fctla, that as hia 
aemora were pataed over on that occanon, rt la probable that 
at aome fatoro penod, under the Mme blighting ^ntem, a 
nimiar &te may be dealt oot to him and hu brother offleen, 
ay, and if Cina bo indeed a aoldier, it may, by poasHhty, 
extend even unto him 

This last passage was conceived in a propbehc spirit, 
for in 1837, ■when General Sir Henry Fane had bccorao 
Cormnander-m-Chief of the Array of India, a number of 
Colonds in Her M^esty’s service were promoted hy /ifm 
to the rank ofMajor-Gcneral “by brevet in the East Indies 
only,” under the pretence of preventing the supersession 
of such King’s Colonels In gamson and cantonment 
the promotion exhibited only the anomaly of a Major- 
General commanding a regimoul (if he did not happen 
to be on the staff), but m the field it was calculated 
to do n poaihvo injury to the Indian officer, because 
it conduced to his being supcrtcded m brigade and 
divisionid coranmndL 
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As the practice, in spite of nil the protestations and 
arguments of the Company’s oflieers ami tlnir fri Uf}*-, 
has now become permanent and uniform, n r. ^ hi 
out of place to state the question, pro anr. r a, m a 
work which professes to narrate the life of ora- v.av 
among the most vigorous champions of tije int' n -•n i ; 
those officers. The case, ns for the r<t\r,l idhnr-. v. ^ 
thus stated at the time hy a writer who w.'.< hr, iv;i : > 
hold a position on the staffi of Sir Henry - 1'' •“> ' 
that distinguished soldier hims-'h'' V rr, :■/' ' 

who dictated the statement. 


1. Some years ago ,1 -i-l r'nr “ • 
number of Licutcniam-' 
service were serin' *0 t rr*:.~ - -•' •" 
in the army 0 :' tii' Ti " 'r- - 

of both Cits‘!er werr, L," - r r , 


2. A ftCTiano: r : 

promisee rr”: r: 

the ComrrrT’^ ’'"er ;r 

Kinr''s serr*'*, 5- 'r 

H ■ " ■ f - T-*' * 

rt r ■ - ■ • 

thdr scr::r ^ ” 


largely to be 'i- 

3. To — > Si 

full Colonel vra., b-rirtt • 1. :i- ; - - 

ever a Lieutcnant-Cnl.-n-'l »f b- C-; ■ '' - - ''<• 

he promoted to the rank rt Cc'-r-h 2 ' I*- i - " ’ A'^ ' ’ ' ^ 
of the King's service, vrl.o v.-.,re t-' 1 ^ V 

advanced to the heal rank of Cuhuiei, A-A 
retain their relative po''ilious. 
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4. The principle of thi* local promotion, I gather firom 
•ome lettcn, wai deemed jurt by the •ereral antbonbc* 
conceraed, at home and abroad Letter* diseanmg the 
principle aeem to hare patsed between the mfliUry officer* 
of the Crown, the Board of Control, and the Court of 
Ihrectora. 

5 It aeemi to hare been otabhahed that the Boyal 
officer* toere liable to be foperaeded by tbe quicker promotion 
of tho»o of the Company to the rank of Colonel, and that it 
wa* therefore confirmed 

6. A final letter on the lubject was written, I find, con 
finned by erery department it passed through, or lanctioued 
by the meafurc of ginng it a free pasaage, m which it was 
•et forth that it wa* Hu fifajeaty's command that no auper- 
teaston of hu offieen ihoold take place dtmng thear aemce 
m India, wbetber by the promotion of their junior* to the 
rank of Colonal or klajor-QeneriL 

7 When an eztenairo Bpyal breret took places by which 
all of the local Colonel* s emn g with tbe Queen'i army m 
India were liable to be iaperaeded, Bir Henry Fane mued 
a locH brevet advanong the fhH Colands to the rank of 
Major-General in the nme manner and on the lame pnn 
aple, as the laeutenant-Ccdonds bad bea adraneed to tbe 
local rank of Colonel, m. that they might retain their 
rdative position*. 

8. The operation of thu local brevet *eein* to have had 
the effect of makmg laeutcnant Colonel A>, of Her Majesty'* 
•emce, who was senior to Lieutenant-Colonel B of the 
Hon- Company's army in 1824, ius sttnor in 1830 under 
the denommsbon of Major Oencral instead of Idcutenant- 
Cdoncl. 

0 Supcrtcssion u xmjurt Every soldier must consider it 
so No man of sense would sanction an m]asticc in bti own 
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person even : tlicrcfore, the right of Colonel ]}. of the 
Company’s army is maintained, by the preservation of 
Colonel A. of the Queen’s army in his relative position. 
Colonel A. was senior yesterdaj', and he is senior to-day. 
MTiat then, ns far ns my ease goes, is the ground of com- 
plaint ? Does Colonel B. repine at not ha\nng superseded 
Colonel A. ? I conceive not. I date my ease from the rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel only. Colonel B. may go further back 
and say he was a Cadet of 1790, while Colonel A. only 
entered the service in 1805 : this seems to have no relation 
to the matter at all. Bcgimentnl ser\occ is our constant 
supersession ; the officers of a corps quartered at Almorah 
would scarcely be just in disputing the title to promotion 
that the casualties in iVrracan might give their juniors in a 
regiment there. The rank of Colonel is the ocean into 
which all the regimental streams fall, and at length find 
their levels. It would be madness, surely, in the Ganges to 
cry, Tie upon the Thames,” for reaching the sea as soon ! 
and yet the former stream makes an infinitely longer pilgri- 
mage. As it is impossible therefore to take note of all the 
ups and dovras the military rivulets meet in their course to 
impede or to impel them ; from the period at w'hich all 
waters find their level in the moral or the natural ocean, can 
the level be preseiwed. It is not unjust, therefore, to take 
no note of rank previous to the date of Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy. 

The objections to the foregoing line of argument are 
based upon the wrong done to the Company’s officer 
in constituting the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel as the 
starting-post from which the respective services are to 
run the brevet com’se. So long as the present system 
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of pTomotioii, by means of money and mtoreet, obtains 
in the Royal anny, its officers can amve so much more 
rapidly than the Company’s at the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel, that their being kept at an eren pace m the 
after progess is a virtaal supersession of the Indian 
army It is very true that those Royal army officers 
who have neither money nor powerful connections may 
be as long attaining the grade as if their service, too, 
were a seniority service, and perhaps even longer than 
if that were the case , but while a system does obtain, 
by which young officers of weolth and intertst con 
reach tho laeutenant-Colooolc^ m six or eight years, it is 
scarcdy fair to establish a rule against tho Indian army, 
by which those young men, if serving m India, can 
attmn a brevet rank evenly with officers of four or five 
tunes their standing m regimental Bonce, and before 
hundreds who had served while tho others wore, if m 
the world at aH, but m tho nurse r y or the school-Toom 
The Horse Guards authonbea say just this “ there ore 
many disadvantages attendant on a scnionty nso, and 
theso wo do not want our army to share, but if, in 
spite of them all, rt happens that the officers of such 
an anny should dionce to pass some of our officers m 
promohon, we msiiit on noutiahiitig that advantnge, by 
nrninging so that ours, who got on, so far, rapidly by 
means of purchase, shall not be left behind when those 
means can no longer avail them.” A Roynl officer, 
who entered tho army in 1880, might be a Licuterant- 
Cdoncl m 183G, and a Major General m 1853, while 
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the Company’s Major-Generals of the same year would 
have entered the service even twenty years before them, 
and might still be commandable by them to the end of 
their military lives, for the Royal Lieutenant-Colonel’s 
commission might be of an older date in 1836 than 
the Company’s. The argument is therefore fallacious, 
though plausible, which maintains the reasonableness of 
making the last-named rank the one to start from, 
pari pa^su, because of its being the first one beyond 
the regimental line of promotions, and because regi- 
mental promotion is itself precarious. This reason is 
a bad one ; for though, as between the regiments of 
the same service, and subject to the same general 
system, supersessions while working up to the rank 
of Major may and do take place, and need not be 
grumbled at (for it is a race on fair fundamental 
terms), the case is not at all in point as between 
regiments of distinct services, where the promotion 
is conducted on systems so essentially different as 
those of purchase and no purchase — exchanges and 
no exchanges — attached and unattached, and no such 
thing — alternate, half, and full pay, and no such thing 
— and so on in other respects connected with and 
influencing the regimental rise. The real truth is, 
the Horse Guards’ esprit de corps does not choose 
that officei-s of the Royal army shall be superseded by 
those in the Company’s service, and therein lies the 
secret cause of the unjust regulations. If this were 
not so, we should find, in the Royal army itself, the 
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cavalry and infentry equally protected agalnat super- 
session by the Artillery, Engineers and Royal Marines, 
whidi, in reference to the fonnor army, are just as 
much seniority branches as the whole Indian army is, 
in reference to the whole Royal army. That they 
are not protected, arises &om the feet of thear all 
being Royal officers. False pride does not come into 
play there, for it is only a snpersession of one Royal 
officer by another Royal officer. 

It is high time invidious distinctions were extin- 
guished, for the Company^fl officer has demonstrated 
of late years Bs capability to perform nH the responadble 
field duties which, at one time, none but the officers 
of the Royal army were eupposod competent to exeenta 
BrilKant names decorated the Inffian Army List prior 
to 1838. We are now to enter upon a period when 
the opportunity presented itself to Cobnel Nott of 
imparting to hU own name n histre scarcely less 
dnryling than that which adorned the nomca of Munro, 
Malcolm and Ochtcriony. 

"We have hitherto traced in this diapter the fow 
public drcumstances whkh attended a considerable 
series of the years of Nott’s life; it may not bo inoppor- 
tune to give a passing gfance at the way in wbicb bo 
spent the many leisure hours which miEtary duties loft 
at his command. Ho took the opportunity thus afforded 
him of collecting a Ubrary, rothtr select than numerous 
—one for reading and not for ornament " Torrens ” 
was one of his great autiiorities, and to Im femfly ho 
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has said that the contents of that book were as familiar 
to him as the letters of his alphabet. During this 
time the “ Wellington Despatches,” by Gurwood, were 
published, and of these he made a perfect study. Fre- 
quently was he heard reading them aloud, and if he 
happened to hear any of his family at hand, he used to 
call them to read and admire too. 

His devotion to his wife and family, who now 
clustered thick about him, was unbounded. He gave 
up much time to the education of his children, and 
was careful to insist rather on an intimate knowledge 
of what was read, than on a supeidieial acquaintance 
with a variety of subjects. He also gave hours daily 
to reading the Bible, and was very fond of Scott’s 
“ Commentary.” He had presented this Bible to his 
wife in 1834, as the most acceptable present he could 
make her ; and after her death, the two last volumes of 
it were his companions through the Affghan campaign. 
When lamps were lighted in the evening he was very 
fond of retiring into a dark room, and there ruminating 
on the treasures with which he had previously stored 
his mind. And in his wake he recommended his 
children to follow, saying : “ Store your minds when 
you are young, and then if you live to be old, and eye- 
sight should fail you, you will have something to feed 
upon.” 

He used to rise every morning before gun-fire, and 
spent some time in reading by candle-light while wait- 
ing for his horse to be brought round, in order that 
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ho might take a ride roand the nuswanlree before 
pamdo time. His homo used gcaaeraDj to be full of 
morning visitors, and often havn his superior officos 
amnilted him on tho evolutions of an anticipated 
parade or fiedd day, and afterwards looked coldly on him 
for the information which be was but too ready to 
communicate. If bo know or heard of any one, who, 
for some imagbary causey ws* rathar shozmed than 
sought by others, to such a one he was inra to show 
marktsd itisUnecs of kindnea, and to press on ha fenulj 
0 aimilar course of conduct. To the haaghty be was 
crer unbending, but bo oerded only to know that bis 
aid was required, to stretch out o bdpbg baud. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CAtJSES OP THE EXPEDITION TO APPGHANISTAN— COLONEL NOTT TEANS- 
PEKEED TO THE 42 nD N.I'., AND APPOINTED TO COATMAND A DEIGADE 
OF THE AB.HT OF THE ENDHS — PROMOTED TO MAJOR-GENERAL — MARCH 
TO SHIKARPORE — SIR H. PANE RESIGNS — MAJOR-GENERAL NOTT 
APPOINTED TO COMMAND THE SECOND DIVISION OF THE ARMY. 

The policy of Lord William Bentiock, in reference to 
native States in the heart and on the borders of India 
was of the most pacific character. The cost and the 
injustice of interference in their internal concerns, even 
upon the plea of protecting the British possessions from 
the remote or immediate consequences of a disturbance 
on the frontier, had been written in such painful 
charactei's on the page of history, that the Governor- 
General wisely and steadily lent a deaf ear to any pro- 
posal for intervention. The advancement of the interests 
of humanity in the fields of commerce ; the promotion 
of general education ; the establishment of easy lines of 
communication between the emphe and neighbouiing 


■VOL. I. 


F 



66 


THK LIFE 


countnca , the punfication of the courts of law, and 
the simplification of their practice , the abohtion of 
homblo practices which had been hahpwed and sancti- 
fied by reiigiOTis prescription , these were among the 
great otgects to which Lord William Bentinck bent his 
mmd, and, as results have shown, with the most 
stupendously benefioal effect. In furtherance of great 
commercial objects, he even meditated dispatching 
Captain Bomea of the Bombay army to Affghamstan, 
to improve the opportumty created by Burnes’ previous 
visit, and of opening the commerce of the Indus and 
extending the trading transactions of India with Cec- 
tnd Asia. But his term of office did not admit of 
the adoption of this policy It was reserved for onotber 
bond 

Lord Auckland, the immediate successor of Lord 
William Bentinck, possessed a mind cast m somewhat 
of the same mould , ot all events, he entertamod the 
same pohtical views, and promised in nil things to 
follow m Lord William's fewtateps. Ho chensbed tho 
same notions of the duty of improving the condition of 
tho people of India, and of cultivating tho arts of pence, 
Accordm^y, one of his earliest measures was to take 
steps for canning out tho pobi^ m reference to the 
establishment of a oommcranl intercourse with Affghan- 
istan, which I»ord W iTImm Bentinck had chalked out , 
and there were stunulating motives to this measure 
which had not influenced Lord Auckland’s able pre- 
decessor Information had reached Indn, m 1 835 and 
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1836, that aggressions upon AflFghanistan were medi- 
tated by Persia, at the instigation of the Coui’t of 
Russia. Dost Mahomed, the Emir of Caubul, was at 
issue wdth Runjeet Singh, the ruler of the Sikhs, and 
desned the good offices of the British Government in 
India. In fact, the time had arrived when it was clear 
that relations must, sooner or later, be established with 
Central Asia; and to this end the accumulation of 
information and the existence of a good understanding 
with contiguous powers, were desirable. 

These considerations led to the employment of Cap- 
tain Burnes upon the long-contemplated commercial 
mission in 1836. 

Burnes had not been long at Caubul before he dis- 
covered that Russian agency was at w'ork to induce the 
Emir to form an alliance with Persia. Dost Mahomed 
was, however, averse to listen to any emissary but the 
commercial traveller from the East. The tenure of 
Peshawur by the Sikhs was a greater affliction to him 
than the prospective injury which, ambitious Persia 
might inflict ; and he hoped that the interference of 
the British Government would ultimately adjust his 
disputes with Runjeet Singh, and procure the restora- 
tion of the frontier town. Negotiations w^ere earned 
on for some time, but Lord Auckland was averse to 
interfere in the quari’els of Sikhs and AflFghans ; for 
the Punjaub was then regarded as a capital barrier 
against the invasion of India by any northern power. 
The diplomacy entrusted to the hands of Buraes ac- 

F 2 
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cordiugly failed. The commeraal envoy therefore 
returned to India. 

By this time the designs of Persia — in which were 
also to bo traced the purpoaes of Russia — began to 
devdop themselves in very unmistakable colours. A 
powerful army laid siege to Herat, which has always 
been called the key to India, because it stands on the 
high-road between Afghanistan and Persia. The Shah 
of Persia had avowed, in the plainest terms, that it was 
not his intention to let his eastern conquests stop short 
at the possession of that dty. He claimed the prin- 
dpalitics of Caubul and Candabar, and opening out his 
scheme of operations to an ambassador, declared his 
intention of nldmately joining Dott Mahomed in a 
religious war against the Sikhs. 

It was in the month of March, 1838, that the in. 
tdligence of tho commencement of operations against 
Herat readKd India, and that people began to speculate 
upon tho aim and probable upshot of the Shoh-in-Shah. 
It appeared clear to the public wriUrs of the tune 
that Russia had instigated tho movement, and that 
she would reap tho full politica] benefit of tho success 
of the King of Petwo, should success crown his endea- 
vours, “Tho point bang gained,” said they, “and 
Russia virtually established m the emporium city, the 
fertile volley, and tho favourable cBmate of Herat, wo 
SCO no geographical obstado to her advance upon iCn- 
dostan, and no obstado whatever which can bo rmon- 
ahly deemed as insuperable by her arms or her intrigue.” 
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“ Our cheese- papers and non-interferers/’ added the 

journals of Calcutta, “ have been too long neglectful of 

the only line of policy which could have checked and 

blighted her Eastern projects in time ; and «ven now 

that their eyes are opened, there are no signs of real 

energy displayed — of efforts commensm*ate with the 

crisis, nor even so much as were called into action 

against a Mahrattu league, a Nepaulese aggression, or 

even a Burmese tlweat to drive us from Calcutta.” 

“ If ever,” said one of the most distinguished writers of 

/ 

the day, “ the British power in India should be so 
reduced in political energy as to be able to do no more 
than merely beat off an aggressing enemy, then a small 
range of prophetic observation will suffice to render 
any person competent to predict the occun’ence, and, 
within half a century’s date, the time of its downfall. 
If ever our policy become so cautious that we shall 
hesitate to stretch forth our arm of power and crush 
incipient aggression in the place where it is being 
matured, as soon as we obtain a certain knowledge that 
aggression is contemplated ; if our childish theoiy and 
more contemptible than childish practice of non-inter- 
ference with the external pohcy of the States around us, 
induce us to await the blow instead of paralyzing the 
arm uphfted to inflict it ; if we do not act, even while 
our enemies meditate ; if the absurd fear of being 
deemed aggressors in a war, prevent us fi’om asserting 
our strength in time; if the dread of expense should 
■procrastinate all wise and necessary preparations ; then 
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OUT Troy may be pronounced to be tottcrmg, and ita 
foU to be foredoomed’* 

"While thi* Ime of argument found favour ^vith the 
community of Bntish tndia, and was operating upon the 
mmdB of the Governor General, and the Secretancs and 
Coundllora by whom he Buffered himself to be in a 
great measure guided, the olann had been sounded in 
England, and the Foreign Minister became urgent that 
measures should be taken to mp in the bud the 
dangerous schemes of the Russian autocrat. The best 
informed portion of the Bntish press hkewise advocated 
a prompt interfcrcDCO, and mnumerable pamphlets dis- 
closed the plan of Russian encroachment, and appealed 
to hjstoiy in support of a connehon that the invasion 
of India was the ulterior object contemplated 

Our empire m the Ea»t ifl not founded on tho lore, 
but on tho weakness or the fear of those whom it has 
rendered ather tributary, secondary, or subject to its 
sway It 18 self endent, therefore, that pobtical neutra- 
lity on our part is tlw source of eventual political vrenk- 
ncss, and that the infliction of speedy and condign 
punishment upon all who con bo convicted of com- 
passing our overthrow, is our only salutary and becoming 
poLcy To p r eserve peoco at any sacnfico short of 
national honour, may bo tho proper pobey of European 
cabmots , but tho rule is not applicable to tho British 
in India, wbatj it is necessary for our poucr’s duration, 
that our word should be law to tho States around us, 
and where wc should assume no position more paafir 
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than that of armed and ready arbiti’ators, or conquerors, 
whom it would be, by the teaching of uniform ex- 
perience, most dangerous to oppose. 

After long and anxious discussions carried on at 
Simlah in the Himalaya, not fai* from the banks of the 
Sutlej, the Governor-General came to the detennination 
of sending a force across the Indus. With the ordinary 
caution of the Indian Council Chamber, no public hint 
was for some time given of the purposes of the Govern- 
ment ; but the activity suddenly introduced into various 
public departments, left no doubt of the intentions that 
were formed. In June and July, Commissaries were 
directed to be upon the alert; the treasuries in the 
western provinces were largely supplied with specie which 
was to be held in deposit for an anticipated emer- 
gency ; brigade parades were ordered at all the great sta- 
tions in Upper India, and an unusual bustle distinguished 
the operations in the arsenals of Fort William, Agra, and 
Dellii. But it was not until the month of August that 
any official communication was made to the Bengal 
army of the purposes of the authorities. All had 
previously been the mere shadow of the later events. 

On the 3rd of August doubts and surmises were set 
at rest. A circular order appeared which, though 
addressed confidentially to commanding officers of regi- 
ments, soon found its way into the hands of the 
hundreds interested. It requested the commanding 
officers to prepare their regiments for active service 
in the field. Sir Henry Fane, the Commander-in-Chief, 
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declared that he fdt satisfied that no exertions woiild 
be wantmg on then* port to bring the regiments fonvard 
in such a condition as should reflect credit on them- 
selves and on the officers and men under their orders 
Particnlar attention ms directed to the state of the 
arms, accoutrements, and ammunition of the corps, the 
efflaency of the forage establishment, and the completion 
of the men’s equipment The women and families 
were ordered to bo disposed of in the best way circum 
stances would permit, so that when the troops were 
required to raoroh, they might move disencumbered 
of any artide of baggage which could, without com- 
promismg the effiaeoc^ of the corps, be dispensed 
with 

The (iaracter of the country m which the troops 
were expected to serve, was referred to in the foBoamg 
paragraph 

The country ru which operatiouj are about to be con- 
ducted a not adapted to whcel-carmgct, and you will bear 
this in Dimd when making armigeinentj for the transport of 
your baggage 

Then followed certain injunctions for the fneournge 
ment of Bunnecahs (gnun dealers) to attach tliemsclvna 
to the regiments , orders for the recall of the men who 
were on furlough , amingeraents for the security and 
accommodation of the sick who were to 1« left behind , 
an invitation (o the officers of the several corps wlio 
wm on stoff or avil eraplov to join their regiments , 
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and an intimation that the whole of the troops were 
expected to he at Kui’naul, a few marches from the 
Sutlej — on the 31st of October following. 

It is difficult to convey a notion of the enthusiasm 
which pervaded the Indian army when it became known 
that a force was to be assembled in the north-west. 
The army had been long inactive. Excepting upon the 
occasion of some small affairs in Rajpootana, and the 
southern part of India, no field operations of any 
moment had taken place since the capture of Bhurtpore, 
twelve years previously. “ Cankers of a calm world 
and a long peace,” the officers had, in a measure, 
degenerated into mere pleasure seekers, or carping 
critics of the measures of the Government. The only 
questions which had interested them for some time 
past concerned their pay and allowances, and the means 
of expediting a retuement from the service upon a 
comfortable pension. The extinction of some of their 
emoluments by Lord William Bentinck, and the super- 
session to which the seiwice had been subjected by Sir 
Henry Fane, had chilled their energies, and created a 
strong feeling of general dissatisfaction. But the 
faintest sound of the war-tnimpet produced a magical 
change in their feelings and the current of their 
thoughts. To fight with any power which had braved 
the British flag was agreeable, but to contend at the 
head of sepoys against the European cohorts of the 
Czar in regions beyond the Indus, was an honoui* so rare 
and unexpected, and was fi’aught with so much promise of 
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distinction and advancement, that not a soldier in the 
Tfholo length ond breadth of India could for a moment 
tolerate the idea of being left bdiini Than fraa no 
occasion to intimate to the holders of staff appointments 
in remote (fistricta, that they ■were at libcr^ to rejoin 
their regimenta. Volunteers for servioe came from 
every •part of the country: the most lucrative oppoint- 
ments were abandoned in the presence of a demand for 
•warriors. Commanding officers of distant regiments 
put in daims to bo transferred to those which were 
likdy to be employed, and younger officers addressed 
•urgent petitions for occupation with such irregular and 
special corps os might bo formed for the occasion. 

Tho same enthuoasm cortended itself to tbo native 
soldiery. Tho old Subadors recounted bow Lord Ijokc 
had beaten Frenchmen with sepoys thir^-five years 
previously, and predicted a simBar issue to o conflict 
with Russia in the plains and mountains of Affghanistan. 
Much bad ond some good poetry was bom of the general 
excitement, and one interpreter of tho sentiments of tho 
natives — Inmwlf a lineal descendant of Lord Lake — 
paraphrased Thom’s history of tbo campaigning against 
Ilolkar, in some forty stanzas of unusual vigour. Tbo 
concluding verses wero ti-propoa to tho prevalent cn- 
thusmsra. He supposes ft Subadar to have been 
recounting tho glorious talc : 

But octir, my m«, U» batUiseWmd tgila onr bf*d j 

Tbry Mj vith mviicf than tni it tbe drvL 
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Troin Ava and Ncpniil they come, Afiglian and nigged Russ ; 

All, all luiitc <0 sivcU the bailie torrent’s iinpclus. 

Well, let them come ; stout hcaids and thoughts of bygone fields, my 
men, 

The valour of our sepoy sires lives in us o’er again. 

The British hanner in our keep, has never met until stain. 

And as u'c stood by stout old Lake, hurrah ! ire’ll stand by Fane, 

Amongst the officei-s who expressed a wish to be 
permitted to join the army ordered to be assembled 
at Kurnaul, was the subject of this biography. In liis 
retirement in the Mussoorcc hills, where he sought and 
obtained a restoration to health, he had heard the 
rumours of war, and animated by a sense of duty and 
a strong inclination, he addressed a note of his wshes 
to the Adjutant- General, Colonel Lumley, who was at 
Simlah. Within a week from the date of Nott’s letter, 
the Deputy Adjutant-General, Major Craigie, answered 
him.* 

The Adjutant- General begs me to inform you, with his 
kind compliments, that you have been removed to the 
4'2nd Regiment, with a view to being placed in command of 
a brigade during the contemplated field-service. He regrets 
not being able to submit your wishes in regard to the 
regiments in your brigade, as the arrangement of the 
force has already received the sanction of Government. No 
one can more deeply regret than I do, the circumstance of 
the' Volunteers not having been named for service. I shall 
send you the biigading the moment I am at liberty to do 
so. 


^ Lcllcr dated Sunlah, August 27, 1838. 
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Up to this time no adequate notion had been formed 
of the extent of the force that was to be employed 
beyond the frontier. It was only by a comparison of 
notes that the number of corps could be estimated, 
and many of these believed that they were only 
destined to form part of a reserve The most contra- 
dittory rumoora, sometimes suggested by belief, and 
sometimes by hope, were consequently spread abroad. 
At length, the Government broke silence. Secret pro- 
ceedinga were no longer pmcticable, expedient, or 
neccsxQiy. Fresh mtelligeijce poured into the country 
regarding the hostile and dangerous purposes of Russo- 
Persia and the de facto ruler of Caubul, and it became 
essential at once to inspire confidence by a public 
declaration of an intention to equip an army for field 
service forthwith. The order was accordingly 

published by the Government, and set at rest all doubts, 
surmises and speculations 

Secret Depaiimesl, Bfanlji, Bept. 10, 1S3S, 

It being the intentton of the Gormmimt to employ a 
force beyond the north-ir«t fronUer of India, and Ilii 
Excellency Gencnd Sir Henry Fane, G.CJ3., Commander- 
in-Chicf m India, bating eeqnieaecd in the wub of the Right 
Ilonoiirablc the Goremor-Gcncml, that be ahcmld tahe npon 
hiiQielf the command of the Iroopa to be ammhled on the 
occasion, Hu Lordahip araila himaelf of hu acrriccaj and 
Ilia EiccDcncy u accordingly rcqneited to mno rich ordcra 
for the organimhon of the force aa he may deem expedient. 


In publiiliing this order to the army, the Commander- 
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in-Chicf made the appointments of officers for the staff 
duties of the troops under orders. 

At the head of the list of appointments appears that 
of Colonel W. Nott, 42nd Regiment of Native Infantry, 
to he a Brigadier of the Second Class, with Captain 
T. Polwhele of the 42nd Regiment as a Major of 
Brigade. 

The force now enumerated was very considerable. 
It consisted of two divisions of infantry, separated into 
five bngades, a brigade of cavalry and a brigade of 
artillery. Three European regiments (two of which 
belonged to the Royal service) and twelve Sepoy regi- 
ments composed the infantry. In addition to this 
regulai' force, arrangements were made for raising a 
body of LTcgulars, to form the army of Shah Soojah 
Ool Moolk ; for it now became apparent that it was 
the intention of the Government to make the restoration 
of that Affghan monai'ch, who had for some years been 
living under the protection of the Bi-itish Government 
at Loodianali, on the Sutlej, the excuse for entering 
Affghanistan. It was not, however, until the 13th of 
October that the manifesto of the Government appeared 
in the publications of the day.* 

Four days subsequent to the date of the publication 
of that manifesto, Colonel Nott experienced a sad 
bereavement. His wife, to whom he had been united 
for three-and-thirty years, and for whom and his 
children he lived and endured aU the annoyances to 


* See Appendix. 
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which his profeMional life whs exposed, died most 
suddenly, on the 17 th of October, and was interred 
in the cemetery of Delhi. 

She was a woman of conaideanble personal attractions, 
and sedulous in the diaoharge of aU those soaal and 
domestic duties which entwme round homo its peculiar 
fascination of happiness Ever regardlee* of self, she 
was beloved by oil who knew her, and was inestimably 
dear to her husband and chQdren. To their interests 
and comforts her whole lifo was devoted, and the deep 
affection which they felt for her whflo hving prompts 
these too feeble remarks to her memory now that aho 
IS DO more. 

As the time approached for the assembling of tho 
troops at Kumaul, Colonel Nott quitted Mussooreo 
and proceeded to Delhi, to bid farewell to the 38th 
Regiment, which he had commanded, so much to the 
advantage of the corps and the gratihcation of aD its 
memboa. 

The death of Mra. Nott, to whom ho was deeply 
attached, whilo it had the effect of depressing him, 
exceedingly augmented his anxiety regarding his un- 
mamed daughters. How to placo them during his 
absence, was a subject of grave consideration, and 
materially added to his cores at this momentous 
period- He at length determined upon sending them 
to Calcutta, to reside with their brother Charles, a 
hamster, and thoir natural protector, who had recently 
commenced pracUco m the Supreme Court, In a 
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jom-nal briefly recording the events of each day after 
Colonel Nott’s depai’tui-c for Delhi, the following 
touching entry appeal's : 

Oct, 24, 1838. — ]\Iai’cbed from Delhi, after going to the 
Ghaut,* to see my beloved daughters off for Calcutta. May 
Heaven watch over and protect them, and restore them to me 
the same dear affectionate children I now feel them to be. 
On my way from the city to the camp at Arcepore I turned 
into the buiying-ground and stood for some time over the 
grave of my beloved and lamented Letitia. Strange to say, 
I think my mind was in some degree reheved by the visit. 

The scenes upon his route to Kui'naul, seven 
marches distant, did not tend to raise his drooping 
spirits. On the 25th, he writes : 

Marched to Barota, ten miles. The road covered uith 
troops, guns, gun-carriages, ammunition and treasure. It 
required patience in man and horse to wend their way 
between these hackeries and implements of war. Wlien will 
man cease to destroy liis fellow-man ? Passed a miserable 
day in thinking of times gone by, and those I dearly love. 

Nott, with his habitual punctuality, reached the 
encampment at Kurnaul one day earlier than had been 
appointed by the Commander-in-Chief. His arrival 
was hailed with real pleasure by aU the officers who 
had ever served under, or with him, or who knew 
anything by report of his high militai’y character. He 


• “ Ghaut,” landing-place on the river’s hank. 
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and official msolenco of a third, were too much for Ins 
straightfbrvrardnefls and gentlemanlike feelinga, It 
galled him that the members of hia own service, of 
whose worthmefis ho entertained a high opmion, should 
be shelved by the partialities of the principal authonty, 
and he more than once summed up his vexations and 
his judgment m such curt phrases as these 

The truth u, he u • Queen’* officer, and I am a Com- 
pany’*. I am deadedly of opinion that a Queen’* officer, 
be he ever *0 takntech u totally unfit to command the 
Company'* Army 

Nevertheless Nott was ahve to kindness, and could 
render justice to good and fneudly mtentaons. Nothing 
but the deep depression under which he laboured at 
this period coold havo mode him fed bo sad dunog the 
hospitalities of the Buffs — a corps renowned not only 
for its distinguished services in tho Peninsula of Europe, 
and its gallant bearing in tho Gwahor campaign, m 
1843, but also celebrated for its excellent mess. Ho 
wntes 

"niinTc, my children, under my present feeling*, how much 
annoyed I muit have been, at being obhged to dme with 
tho Buff* lait night j yet I could not erado it. Bngadio 
Bcnma and another officer waited upon mo with an inntatKm 
■When *bont to take my seat, I found a Udy in the next 

chair, Sin. D of the Bufi^ whom you, Letita, mnrt 

recollect as a Slu» C j ahe goc* a* far a* Fcroicporc, 

and ao do two or three other*, nnd then return I think 
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there were at dinner some sixty or seventy persons. As soon 
as dinner was over, the Commander of the Buifs rose, and 
said there would be only one toast proposed during the 
evening, that of Major-General Nott. As I am become 
perfectly indifferent to everything good as well as bad, and 
really had no feeling on the occasion, as soon as the noise 
had ceased, I got up and returned thanks, and having, as I 
said, no feelings, I bebeve I never acquitted myself so well 
before. Under the plea of a severe cold, I retired at nine 
o’clock, glad to get away. I know not whether all mankind 
are alike, but really the people in this camp kill me with 
kind attentions; did they but know how this oppresses me, 
the same kindness would induce them to desist, and leave 
me to my misery, which constitutes, I would say, my 
- happiness. 

The Major-General conducted the brigade under his 
command as far as Moodkee — a rillage since become 
celebrated as the scene of the first battle fought with 
the Sikhs after their unwaiTantable invasion of the 
British possessions in 1845 — ^without a single casualty. 
Under the excitement of the march, and the new cares 
which it produced, his sphits began to improve ; but a 
circumstance now occurred which cast a temporary 
damp upon himself and the troops at lai’ge. The 
Government announced that the Shah of Persia, yield- 
ing to the demands of the British Government, had 
raised the siege of Herat, and retired to his own 
dominions. It is true that the announcement was 
accompanied by a declai’ation of the Governor-General’s 
intention to “ prosecute with vigoui’ ” the measures that 

G 2 
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had been commenced with a viow to the substitution of 
a friendly for a boetile power in the eBstem provinces 
of Aflghanistan, and the establishment of a permanent 
barrier against schemes of aggression upon the north- 
west finntier j still, the grand basis of the teal by which 
the army had, up to this time, been animated, was 
removed. 'Rie very idea of encountering and driving 
back a large force, matigated and led by Russian 
emissaries and officers, had cast a lustre around the 
expedition , this was now dissipated, and no fairer 
prospect presented itsdf than that of a long march 
through an uninteresting country, and the final occupa- 
tion of a comparative desert Nott’s feelmgs and cson- 
jecturea may be gathered from the following portions 
of a letter written at mtervals donng the march, and 
after the arrival of the br^de at Fcroiepore. 

Hot 85,1833 

I ihall march my colomn into Fero te pore the day after 
to-morrow. We hare a thonsand reports m camp, but it 
would be useleai my repeabng them to you, and my tune u 
»o fully employed that I hare no tune to spare. I hare been 
Tcry lucty m bringing this large eeJumn thus far without a 
■mglc cssuslty, other European or nativo, imee we left 
Rumaul, and without a complaint. Men and officers are m 
high spirits. 1 nnderstand this bss not been the ease with the 
first bngsde, and that disputes between Brigadier Sale and 
commanders of corps hire been ao high aa to cadae references 
to BUpenor authority. It is now, I behere, certain that the 
Commandcr-m-Chicf goes home immcdutely, and that only 
part of the force Is to go to Cauhul 1 hear that great 
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intrigxiing niul iiiniicruvrins:, nncl dispute? between tlic 
Govcrnuieut end Coiumrxudcr-in-Cluef are goine: on, as to 
what officers and what corps arc to go, and wlio to reinaiix 
behind. As I have not a particle of itit crest, 1 .‘■aipposc 1 
shall be thrown overboard ns mere Inndxcr. MVll, jxerhaps 
they will do right, and 1 care not. 1 hear that General 

T has been ordered up by dawk ; he is senior to Dnncati. 

Tl»e Connnandcr-in-Chief is fighting to give his friend S 

a higher command, at least this is the rcjiort. 

I like the Ihiffis, both officers and men, verj' mneh. 1 

was six hours on horseback Yesterday. ] have had so many 

• • • 

people in my tent, that it is too late to write more, or .‘^end 
my letter to-day. 


‘JGtli. 

Brigadier Dennis has just called at my tent, and is very 
much annoyed at a report of to-day, which says that his 
brigade is to be left behind. I also am sorry, for a finer 
corjis than the Buffs arc now I have not seen. 

30lli, re.roze])i)io. 

You will see I wrote the above with the intention of 
sending it to Allahabad or Benares, but I have had so much 
to do that I could not; however, I will still send it, for I 
have no time to commence another letter, nor, at present, 
detail to you all the folly I liavc witnessed among men in 
high places. I called on the Connnundcr-in-Chicf the day I 
entered Fcrozeporc (27th). lie received me in the kindest 
manner possible, and at once .said : Nott, you shall go 
on with your brigade.^^ I made no answer to this, but 
changed the conversation. I did not thank him ; ])crhaps 
he expected that I would have done so. "When I got u]) to 
go away, he said : “ Well, Nott, will you come and dine 
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Inil I>rcn rommroml wilb n nciv to the snbstitalloo of 
n fnVntlK fur a liwlHc potrer in the cutfra province! 
"f Aft>lnmtlan, nnJ the ralaUuhmcnt of a pcnmnmt 
birricr npainit Khemes of ajgrcisioD upon the nottJi- 
nr<t fnmlirr; vtiil, the pand basis of the nsj bj which 
the ofmi had, up to this time, been animated, was 
removed The verj idea of encountering and driving 
back n large force, instigated and led b\ Russian 
emissaries and ollicrrs, had cut a lustre around the 
eiprtlilinn ; this was now dissipated, and no fairer 
prosprrt presented itself than that of a long march 
through an unintcrejiting countn, and the final occupa- 
linn of a comparative desert. Kott’s feelings and con- 
jrctunrs may he gathered from the foUowing portions 
Ilf a iHtrr written at intervals during the march, and 
nRcr the arrival of the brigade at Fcroicporc. 

hVM.J'O' 

I rbiU march my eolanm uito Ferozepore the day aJler 
to-morroir, tVe hare a tboosaod rrporta in cunp> hot it 
would be nselei* my repeafrog them to jon, and my tune » 
to fully employed that I have no time to rpare- I have been 
very lucIcT in bnaging thii large rolomn thua tar mthout a 
•ingle casualty, atber Enropenn or DaUrc, fiiice we left 
Kumanl, and 'mlboot a complimt. Men and officer* are in 

hish*pinla. I nnderstirad thia baa not been the caw with the 
fiist bngade, and that dapnfea between Bogwdier Sale sad 
commandcrw of eorpa hate been lo high as to cadre references 
to lupenor autbonty. It l» now, I behere, certain that the 
CommanderJii-Chtcf goes home immedmlely, and that only 
port of the fotee la to go to Caulml. I hear that great 
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intiiguing and manoemn’ing, and disputes between 
Government and Commander-in-Chief are going on, a! 
wbat officers and what coi-ps are to go, and who to rei 
behind. As I have not a particle of interest, I suppo 
shall be thrown overboard as mere lumber. Well, perl 
they will do right, and I care not. I hear that Ger 

T has been ordered up by dawk ; he is senior to Dun 

The Commander-in-Chief is fighting to give his fiiend S- 
a higher command, at least this is the repoi-t, 

I like the Buffs, both officers and men, very much 
was six hours on horseback yesterday. I have had so n 
people in my tent, that it is too late to write more, or s 
my letter to-day. 


26 t 

Brigadier Dennis has just called at my tent, and is ' 
much annoyed at a report of to-day, which says that 
brigade is to be left behind. I also am sorry, for a t 
coi'ps than the Buffs are now I have not seen. 

30tli, Ferozepoi 

You will see I wrote the above with the intentior 
sending it to Allahabad or Benares, but I have had so m 
to do that I could not; however, I will still send it, fc 
have no time to commence another letter, nor, at pres 
detail to you all the folly I have witnessed among raei 
high places. I called on the Commander-in-Chief the di 
entered Ferozepoi'e (27th). He received me in the kim 
manner possible, and at once said : “ Nott, you shall 
on wdth your brigade.^^ I made no answer to this, 
changed the conversation. I did not thank him ; perl 
he expected that I would have done so. When I got u] 

OTk OQl a . (( 'W^rin TVJnft will urin onrrtp nnfl f 
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■With me to-ilty T'' I taid " Ya and went. There were 
eight or ten other* at dinner, and Sir Henry Fane made 
hunaelf Tcry pleaaant 

I have jnat been called upon to name aome officer aa my 
aide-de-cBinp, and atrange yon will think it when I have 
named a man I norer saw or heard of until I reached 
Kumaul — ^Enngn Ilammertley of the 41*1 Bcgnnent, NJ , 
doing duty with the 8lit Rogunent. I have acted m the 
way yon have heard me tay I would upon tuch occMioni, 
ond I hope Government will confinn iL Mr Hammeralcy 
wa» certainly aarpnacd when 1 called bun into my tent and 
offered it to hmu Polwhelo tella me that every man in 
camp wanted to get it, hot I aent for Hammeriley the 
moment I got the order AU the Bngadiera for Canbul oro 
to have aide«'de<camp 

The selection of Mr Hammeraley was onother proof 
of the quick discernment of General Nott TTie Ensign 
was an admirable horseman, one of tbo best steeple- 
chasers in India , a lively, animated, intelligent fellow, 
blessed with an excellent temper ond much attached 
to his profession He also had the advantage of being 
a very fair linguist 

One of the objects of the assembly of the force at 
Feroxepore was to enable the Governor-General to hold 
a state intcmew with Runjeet Singb, the mler of the 
Punjaob A double purpose had to be achieved at 
this meeting Tbo old Lion of tho Punyaub was to 
bo at once assured and conciliated. He was not without 
bis fears, that with a Bnhsli army to the west, and 
another upon tUo cast of his possessions, his own 
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territory would ultimately be jeopardized ; nor was he at 
all convinced that the passage of a part of the army 
tlirough the Punjaub would not be attended with 
offences prejudicial to the interests of his own subjects, 
and alien to their religious feelings. Some idea may 
also have crossed his mind that the example of mode- 
ration and order which invariably distinguish the 
movements of disciplined soldiers would force upon 
the minds of the Sikhs comparisons unfavourable to 
the iiTegular hordes which composed the aiany of 
Lahore. Diplomacy, however, modified the appre- 
hensions of Runjeet Singh; and as he had been no 
inattentive observer of the general good faith of the 
Bntish Government, and the fate of all States in India 
which had ran counter to its supreme wiU, he yielded, 
with a good grace, to aU that was exacted of him, and 
accepted and reciprocated the splendid entertainments 
and presents, provided for the occasion. A review 
of the Army of the Indus, 15,000 strong, was held 
on the left bank of the Sutlej, and a similar one of 
Runjeet’s ai’my on the opposite bank. Nott did not 
seem to be very much enchanted with the skill dis- 
played by the officers in handling their brigades and 
divisions. 

“ The whole array,” writes he, “ was manoeuvred by 
General Fane this morning. Oh, how I wished, spite 
of my misery, to have done in half an hour what they 
all bungled at from six to ten o’clock.” 

Sir Henry Fane was a cavahy officer, and had served 
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wth much distinction at the early penod of the 
Peninsular vrar. Numerous passages m Nott’s cor- 
respondence show how fully be participated m the 
general judgment of Fonc^s Boldier-Iike qunEties. One 
extract from a letter to his daughters, dated 31st of 
January, 1839, will show the tenour of his opimoru 
He says “ I am m hopes that Sir Henry Fane will 
assume the command of the army immediately that 
letters can be recaved from the Supreme Govcminent. 
He IS a fine soldier, and I always feel pleasure m being 
near him.” As a caraliy officer, it may be that his 
eipenenco m handling large bodies of infantry had 
been limited, but it b pretty clear that the chief pomt 
of the above remarks was mtended to apply to others. 

Soon after the arrival of the tnxjps at Ferowporc, 
the suspense m which they had been held, as to what 
portion was to go forward, was terminated The novd 
procedure of drawing lots was resorted to as^the fairest 
method of obviating jealousy and discontent It happily, 
for the mteresta of the service, fell to the lot of Nott'a 
brigade to form part of the Army of the Indus. 

But the Major-General was not destined to endure 
a restriction of ha talent for command to the conduct 
of a brigade, althou^ even that honour had never pre- 
viously befyien him. Sir Henry Fane, believing that his 
services at the head of the force could now be dispensed 
with, applied to the Go’emment for permission to return 
to England, and to resign ha post , and os ha health 
was rapidly waning, uo objection was offered to a com- 
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pliance with his desire. Nott much regretted the loss 
of such a fine officer as the leader of the Ai’my of 
the Indus. It had been previousl}^ airangcd that a 
COD siderable force should ascend the Indus from Bombay, 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Keane, and form a junction with the Bengal detach- 
ment at Shikarpore, on the Indus, not many miles 
below the confluence of the streams which form the 
Punjaub. Until the union of the armies of the two 
Presidencies, therefore, the command of the Bengal 
troops devolved upon Major-General Sir Willoughby 
Cotton, and that of the first division (temporarily) 
upon Major-General Nott. The next day, Nott com- 
municated to his daughters the fact of his advancement 
in the subjoined characteristic passage : 

I know not how long I am to keep my present command, 
or how they came to give it to me, when they could easily 
have placed their favourites, or men of interest, in command ; 
however, one thing aU must know, I did not intrigue for it, 
and it is equally certain that I never in any way, dhectly 
or indirectly, asked for it ; nor have I said Thank you,^-’ 
to any one for it. My keeping it even a mouth or 
two will be desirable. But, dear, dear children, my pro- 
motion has come too late j had it been otherwise, I perhaps 
might have felt gratified, but now I have no one to whom to 
impart it, and you know, she had a high and fine spirit. 
I have no wish for anything but retirement, which never 
can be mine. Take the greatest care of your dear mother's 
ring, and of her hair. In my letter from Perozepore, I sent 
you a sketch of the building now erecting over her deaj- 
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romaini, and 1 haTe to beg that yon will get Charles to 
write an insanption containing her ago, date of death, fee., 
and yon can acad it with a note to Majo^ General Fart at 
Delhi, who has been land enoogh to mpermtend the 
building. Do not forget tbit, aa I ihonld like to hear from 
Fart that all has been done before anything can happen to me. 

I now command nine regiments of infantry — two European 
and teven natiro — the camel battery, fee., and I hsTc enough 
to do. Behere me, I would rather hide my grey head in 
some amall clay^bmlt cottage did not others depend upon 
me. If it were not so, I would leare the army to-morrow, 
cTen if that army were m face of the enemy. I have bred 
long enough to deapiae the opiuiou of the world. Direct 
your letters to “ Major-General W. Nott, cominandnig 
1st Dmnon of the Army of the Indus.” My desj wife left 

me before I got thm, and now it la too late. Colonel D 

of the Queen'a 18th, has just called ; he is to eommand my 
brigade as long as I command the 1st Dinsion. I do not 
.like him. 

The movement of the Bengal column commenced 
on the 12th of December. The total strength, in 
fighting men, bns been computed at ncariy 10,000, 
and as ^acb mnn in on Indian forx® reijuiree four 
per&ons to wait npon him in some form or other, there 
were not, induding the camel-drivers, less than 40,000 
camp-folbwerB and 30,000 camds. The movements 
and establishments of the Peraana under Xenea and 
Darius Codomanus vrere hero repeated upon at least 
the same scale. Tho officers regarded the expedition 
as little else than an axtensivo pleasure promenade — un 
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enormous pic-nic. Justly estimating the unproductive 
character of the countries through which they were to 
pass, and preferring an accumulation of the ordinary 
comforts and luxuries of life to a timely Spartan self-denial 
that would fit them for any emergency, they had encum- 
bered themselves with baggage, and laid out a great deal 
of money on the purchase of beasts of burthen. 

The writer of these lines, who spent some time with 
the force when encamped at Kurnaul and Ferozepore, 
conceived that he would be gratifying some of his 
friends by the offer of a few boxes of cigars. He was, 
however, assured that the gift would scarcely be valued, 
“ for,” said one of the officers, “ om- mess has two 
camel-loads of the best Manillas !” Sfi Charles 
Napier’s valuable lesson on the subject of baggage had 
not then been read to the Indian army. Sir Henry 
Fane’s injunction, in the Circular to commanding officers, 
that the troops should be able to “ move disencumbered 
of every article of baggage which could, without com- 
promising the efficiency of the corps, be dispensed with,” 
had been read as a mere matter of form, and every 
advantage taken of the qualifying or conditional phrase. 
Jams, pickles, cheroots, potted fish, hermetically-sealed 
meats, plate, glass, crockery, wax-candles, table-linen, &c., 
were all deemed indispensable to the “efficiency of a 
corps.” Many young officers would as soon have 
thought of leaving behind them their swords and double- 
barrelled pistols as march without their dressing-cases, 
their perfumes, Windsor soap, and eau-de-Cologne. If 
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Juvenal had lived till this time, ho would have found 
that this “ Bpecxilum sarana hcDi,” inatead of being 
thought a subject of satire, was considered an indis- 
pensable requisite. The present party little dreamt 
how soon, by tho death of their camels, such com- 
modities were destined to adorn the toflettea of Be- 
loocfaee* and Brahoos. 

On tho march, the division kept generally within a 
mile of the Sutlq. Little appears to have ocemred to 
have diversified its progress. It was seldom that less 
than ten miles or more than thiTteen wore accomplished 
in the course of a morning, over a level country, with 
tolerably good roads, occasionally of a sandy character, 
which added much to the toil of the troops. NoU’s 
journal describes the nature of the country and each 
halting-place j and from this we gather that the whole 
was an altcmadon of desert and gardens. 

At Khairporo and Bhawulpore the Bengal column 
found the Khans at first a little indisposed to assist 
their advance in any way, either by contributing money 
or carriage (camdfl) or siqjpHes. Sir Henry Fane, 
however, who was proceeding to Bombay in boats down 
the Sutlg, and had contrived to keep abreast of tho 
army, had interviews with the Khans, and speedily 
brought them to reason. From the people of tho 
country no molcatation \vas experienced ; on the con- 
trary, they rcadfly came into camp and sold their 
wares, apparently rather astonished at tho hoocaty and 
punctuality of the adiimciDg army, seeing that the 
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same notions of incum and fmtm had not been in fashion 
among the other soldicrV) with whom they had come in 
contact. 

Tile letters of General Nott from the date of the 
dqiarfurc of the army to its arrival at Rorcc presented 
no salient point of interest, for the best of all ])ossiblc 
reasons, that nothing occurred to excite his curiosity or 
eliminate his cnticism. Besides, the duties which de- 
volved upon him after the division had reached its 
halting-ground, and breakfast had been prepared and 
eaten, left him little time for epistolary communication. 
The only public letter we find him writing was on the 
16th of December (Sundaj'), the first halting day after 
the departure of the force from Ferozeporo. He appears 
to have seized that occasion for intimating to Sir 
Willoughby Cotton, and General Lumley, the Adjutant- 
General of the Bengal army, the existence of some 
unreasonable expectations on the part of the sepoys, in 
regard to extra allowances on crossing the fi'ontier. The 
sepoy had no firmer friend than Major-General Nott ; but 
that would have been but a valueless friendship which 
consisted only in an indulgence of extravagant wishes, 
and the toleration of even the slightest symptoms of 
insubordination. Of the rights of the sepoy the 
General had ever been the earnest champion ; of his 
indiscipline the most unrelenting foe. He knew what 
was due to the poor fellows who took service, and, 
abandoning home and kindred, were prepared to devote 
their lives to the interests of the Bntish Government ; 
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ho know tho wnnts of tho soldier on a campaign, and 
the wants of his family in tho proyinecs ; ho also know 
that it would be imposable to maintain due order and 
subordination if a timely ohock were not opposed to 
irrational demands. It was this anxiety to reconcile the 
daims of justice with the ends of discipline that dic- 
tated the sutjomod communicatjona. 

CfliDp Ifohunke*, Dec. 13, 1S38. 

Mr DKAA Gekie^l, 

Although my laformotioa on the inbjcct of ihit note it 
not *uch u would wirrunt my noticing it m »n offlatl thape, 
yet I tbmk tt u daurtble that I tbooJd mUmate to yon 
what has come to my knowledge. It appear* that there 
has been e feeling among the aepoyt, and tome few men 
m different corps hare giren expresocni to thu feeling to 
their officers, that u they fonneriy received extra adowaneei 
on pastuig the eatteru frontier dnnng the Barmeee war, 
they hope that Gorerument will grant a tunflar indulgenco 
on the occasion of the march on the Indnt, or on crostmg 
that nrer. ilejor Jlcljsren having stated to me that tin* 
feelmg prevailed among a few of the men of his regimmt, 

I immediately wrote to him, and requested that in the 
event of any native officer or sepoy ciprcBnon to 

such sentanents, the officer commanding the company to 
which such men belonged, dionld foBy point out and 
explain tho impropne^ and unreason ahlcneB of such 
expectation j that every care had been taken to insure thear 
eomforts, that they have met with no difficulbe* or hard- 
ships; that no sickness had been experienced, that the 
albwance made to the troop* on crossmg tho csstem 
frontier was granted under very different circnnutances, and 
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rnulcr gront linr(lpl)ip, privation, and .sufTcrings from a bad 
climate; tliat their situation liad since been greatly im- 
proved by increase of pay, S:c., for length of service; finally, 
that if they sujiposcd that any unreasonable expectations, 
emanating from bad men among them, would be granted 
by Government, they would find tlicmsclvcs most woefully 
mistaken. 

These I believe ai-e the terms of my hurried note of the 
11th instant to Itlnjor I^IeLarcn. 

s: 'A: Ar. A- 

I ought to mention, that from all I can learn, this feeling 
originated in the 35lh Regiment, but T have nothing like 
proof that it did so. The same feeling I have reason to 
believe j)rcvailcd in the 2nd Brigade, but the measure I 
took, without my personal interference ■with the men, has, 
I trust, put a stop to any improper conduct which might 
possii)ly have been contemplated by some few bad charac- 
ters. I have now stated all that has come to my knowledge 
on the subject, and I leave it to your better judgment 
whether these expressed expectations of some of the men 
ought to be officially stated to the Government or not ; if 
you are of opinion that they should, to save time, I beg that 
this statement may be taken as strictly official. 

I will not close this letter without freely stating my 
opinion : If it shoidd be the intention of Government to 
grant any little indulgence to the Bengal sepoy, in the 
event of this army crossing the Indus, or from the day on 
which the troops may actually encamp on the right bank of 
that river, the sooner it is published to the army the better. 
But if the Government should determine that these expec- 
tations are unreasonable and altogether inadmissible, officers 
in command should receive full and positive instractions to 
put a stop to such feelings and expectations, wherever and 
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whenever they mny appear, and that too with a high and 
decuare hand. 

To Gawil Lranl^ 

This letter had lU due effect. The Govemmeot 
decided to grant the Batta from the day the army 
should encamp on the right hank of the Indus. It 
was not, however, given to the Europeans, “ Because,” 
says Nott, in a letter written m March, 1840, fourteen 
months subsequently, “ they had not mutinied ” He 
adds “ Sir WHlougbby Cotton does not to this 
moment know that I wrote to Government, and settled 
this awkward affair, m which every nafave regiment 
in the army was concerned, and pledged to each other 
When we were at Bukkor I went to Sir WiDonghby 
Cotton^s tent, when his AdjutanUGeneral, Craigie, came 
up to me and said, ‘ General, don’t you t hink it was 
very generous m Government to give the men extra 
Batta, mihout the least appheatwn P’ I did not un- 
deceive him.” 

To the correspondmg letter, addressed to Sir Wil- 
loughby Cotton, who was ahead of the division, the 
following reply was sent, signed by the Deputy Adju- 
toDt-GeneraL 

{OcnidenliiL) Deputy AijaUnt-GattraTj ODlce, 

Aimy of the lathi*. 

HMd^Qaailen, Cuop Ttvntol, Dec. 16, 1588. 

Sia, 

I hare the honour, by direction of Mtjerr General Sir 
W Cotton, K.C B. and K.C H., to acknowledge the receipt 
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of the letter you did him the favour to address to liim, on 
the 14th instant ; and with reference to the observation it 
contains of there being an impression abroad amongst the 
native troops, that their pay ought to be increased on quitting 
the British frontier, to inform you tliat your letter contained 
the first intimation which Imd reached him (the Major- 
General), of any such expectations having been entertained 
by the men. 

The I\Iajor-Gcncral relics confidently on your exorcising 
a wholesome discretion in your instructions to officers at 
the head of corps to discour.igc any such unreasonable 
expectations on the part of their men, and to exert them- 
selves to the utmost to secure their comfort. 

"Whilst on this subject the i\Injor-Gencral has required me 
to' state to you, that a report was brought to head-quarters 
yesterday by a young officer (Lieutenant Roche, aide-de- 
camp to Major-General Thaclcwell), of some unpleasant 
feeling having mauifested itself in the 43rd Regiment, N.I., 
the men having, it is alleged, refused to strike their tents, 
in consequence of grain having been sold to them at only 
8 seers per rupee. 

This rumour, the ]\Iajor-Gcncral places no reliance on, 
as you make no mention of it in your demi-official of tlic 

14th j but as there is an inexperienced Commissariat 

officer with your column, it is barely possible that through 
some misapprehension on his part, grain might have been 
issued to the troops at a higher rate than the regulations 
prescribe. 

The Major-General feels assured that you will hold com- 
manding officers strictly re.sponsible that their men on 
every occasion receive from the Commissariat whatever they 
may be entitled to, and that any failure on the part of the 
Department of Supply is immediately reported for yen'* 

VOL. I. 
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contt’deTaUoTi and order*, and if need bc^ for erentnal rob- 
munon to Lead-quarter*. 

In condoaion, I hare been imtructed to mrite jou to 
eommumcate direct with the Major-GeDeral, and in the 
moat noreaerved manner, on aH occasion* m wLidi it may 
appear to yon nece*»ary for the good of the service, that 
he should be in posseaaion of tho porbcnlart of any caac. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Yonr moat obedient servant, 

J. M. CjuioiT, 
Uiycr, DJLQ. 

To litjot Gcneeil Notl, 

Commaiiding 1st Dirloao, Annj of tlw 

The cmromataDce of tho Commissnriat officers having 
retailed snpplks to the meo at a much higher rate than 
the origioal cost of the gmin, attracted the pertacular 
notice of the General , and we accordingly find him, four 
we^ later, addressing a formal remonstrance. 

C«mp Oohsnli, Jon. lfl,’lBS9. 

Mt DEAB QEITHnAL, 

I hare receired the orders conreyed m the Depaty 
Adjotant-OcneTBl^s letter. No, 149, of the I6th insUnf, 
relatiTO to the manner of isning oot mpphe* to the troops, 
and I fhinlf that the itsuing of tho diffocnt sitioles hy the 
Commissariat ofBeers to the Chowdnes of corps on indent, 
1* the be»t and only proper mode. Bat I thinL it necessary 
to acquaint yon that much discontent exists as to the price 
charged the men i that is, the Commissarat at etch nlUge 
takes posaestion of aD aTa3ablo supphei at tho inarlrt-pnce 
of the day, and issnes the same to the men at a coniidcTthly 
advanced rate. As the sepoyt aro perfectly aware of this, 
discontent is the natural consequence. But perhaps I shall 
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be better understood by stating, that at Surwal the Com- 
missariat officer purchased attah at 24 seers the rupee in 
the camp, and offered to retail it to the sepoys at only 
17 seers, so that the sepoy absolutely saw the public officer 
buying at the above-mentioned rate, and immediately selling 
it to him at 17 seers. Whether such a system as this could 
ever have been intended by Government, perhaps, I am 
not a proper judge ; but I feel certain, that it cannot fail 
to engender serious discontent. For two days previous 
to the before-mentioned period, attah was purchased by the 
Commissariat officer at 21 seers the rupee, and he imme- 
diately and on the same ground sold it to the sepoys at 
17 seers the rupee, although the men were perfectly aware 
that the sepoys of the 1st Brigade received their attah on 
tte same ground on the previous day at 21 seers. 

At Surwal, fire-wood was sold by the people in charge of 
the supplies, at ] 0 maunds for the rupee ; the following march 
to Subzul Kote was only 6 miles, where there was great 
abundance of wood. But the Commissariat took possession 
of the whole, and sold it to the men at only 3 maunds and 
5 seers ; nor did the officers or men get this until one o^ clock 
P.M., although I am certain, that had they been allowed 
to purchase it direct, the owners would instantly and gladly 
have sold it at 8 or 10 maunds. It is impossible to keep the 
men ignorant of these and similar facts, and I have therefore 
thought it proper to bring it under your observation. 

I am, my dear General, 

Yours, 

W. Nott. 

To Gen. Sir W. Cotton, K.C.B. and K.C.H. 

As the army approached the territories of the Khan 
of Bha^^^llpore, a number of Afifghans came into the 

H 2 
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camp, bringing camel loads of fruit from CaubuL 
General !Nott admired the appeoranco and benring of 
these meo ; their frimkuoss was nVin to his own 
soldier-like fedinga, and he encouraged them to con- 
vene freely with him. In one of his letters to his 
“ children,” he records a conversation with on Affghon. 

Sevcnl nstivei of Canbul came into oor camp yeaterday 
rooming, some of them very fine-looking fellowi indeed, 
they pretend to look upon oor sepoya with the greateat 
contempt, but I iiuagine they forget the adrantage of our 
diaaplme. 1 like them very much, and 1 wanted to take 
two or throe of them mto my Bcmce, but I could not 
aoeceed. Oae man, whom I met yeaterday, wu the fineit- 
lookmg fellow 1 have ever seen, qmte the gentleman. He 
ipoke Hmdoctanee very well; he and that he leA Caubul 
two month* ego, that be had come by the Mooltan rood. 
He uked me, why we were marchmg into hi* country. 

I told him merely for the porpose of putting hi* nghtftJ 
King upon hu throne. He aaid : “ VTc prefer Do»t 
Ifahomed " I taid, " He has no right to the throne.'^ I *ha1l 
not forget the fine expreanon of hi* large black eye*, 
ateppmg iqj to me, end placmg hi* hand on my •houldcr, 
he *aid, m a bold, yet rc»pcetful tone. ‘'^TVhat right hare 
you to Benarc* and Delhi T ^Hiy, the same nght that oar 
Do*t Mahomed ha* to Ceubol, and be will keep it,” From 
the man T UT and appearance of thi* individual, I itrongly 
BUipect he ha* come down for the pnrpoae of viewing onr 
column* a* they pats tbi* place, and that he will then retum 
with hi* informatKiin by the nearer route of Mooltan. I 
thmk I hare never *e«i a finer man m any country. 

The sympathies of the General were not with Shah 
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Soojah, the puppet of the Indian Government. The 
supercilious demeanour and the frivolity of the Shah 
disgusted liim, presenting, as -it did, a powerful contrast 
to the manly hehaviom' of the Affghans. Referring to 
the reports which continually came into camp regarding 
the state of feeling in Affghanistan, he says : “ I differ 
fi’om the Government and from others, and I really 
believe that the people of Affghanistan wiU not give up 
their country without fighting for it, and I know I would 
not were 1 in their situation.^’ And again: “Lord 
Auckland cannot possibly back out of this undertaking, 
and I think the Khan of Herat will oppose that vain 
man, Shah Soojah, to the vei'y death ; I would, were I 
in his place.” 

At Roree, on the Indus, intelligence arrived that Sir 
John Keane and the Bombay division had been arrested 
in their progress up the river by the Ameers of Scinde, 
who had collected then forces at Hyderabad, the capital 
of Scinde, and assumed an attitude of hostility. Upon 
this. Sir Willoughby Cotton, with a portion of the 
Bengal ti’oops, moved down to assist Keane. Nott’s 
division formed a part of the force. The officers and 
men, who looked to plunder rather than glory, were 
glad of this temporary diversion, although it was 
attended with some inconvenience. Hyderabad was 
known to contain a vast amount of wealth in bullion 
and jewels, which would have fallen to the captors.* 


* It was the forttiue of Major-General Sir Charles Napier and a por- 
tion of the Bombay army to achieve the conquest of Scinde four years 
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Nott calculatod that his own ehnro of the expected prize 
would he two or three laca of rupees. The Bengal 
division had not howevw proceeded above three or 
four marches to relieve Sir John Keane, when in- 
formation was received that no reinforcement was 
required. The Ameers had been coerced into a treaty 
which bound them to admit the passage of troops 
through Sdnde, to pay tvrenty-cdght lacs of rupees 
towards the expenses of the expedition, and to allow 
of contingents officered hy the British being formed and 
stationed at Hyderabad, Korracbee^ Sax On this, Sir 
Wnioughby Cotton’s force retraced its steps, and joined 
the detachment which had been halted at Roree,* whilo 
Sir John Keane and his force moved upwards towards 
Shikaipore. In the meantime, Sir Alexander Bumes 
(for to this position had the previous eieaiions of the 
gallant Captain raised him) had effected an orrange- 

•obtcipeQt to tha period. Hib ectimAte of the 'veahh of Hjdenbad 
hAd Dot beea exiggented In the lets! 

* CtMp Noeptii, Fei 7, 1&59 — I lad gmnoatmjortienlAjteTeaiiBy 
for the finlmnn to mATch tlif m orning tt /out o’dock. I Went to bed 
At nme Itft mght, And wn» ronted ont ot mj ilaep by ad. expreo, bring* 
mg a note from Sir Henry Ftn^ who ii ten xn^ei i Jifi n d of Bymg 
that the hid eoma to terms, end ifiret^mg am to bnlt the lit 

and SzklHrigAdea wbere we BOV Aitv mtO farther ordm. IbulltATe 

kat two or three 1a» of ropees by the tmely wndom of the»e -riolnit 
Ajpcc j a. Howerer, I IsATt Also kst the gnllmg I ahcmld hare hAd 
In iIth honChlo flmiair- I luppOAO we abill now retrace our stepa to 
BoUrar, pAO the bndge of boaU -vhidti wo bare thrown orer the noble 
Indtu j ind tlmi, homli for the Bolta Pisa And Affgh A nfat m — for 
poToty, A fine cHajaIo tod a gaHAnt rice of people !— itW/ 
h in MW, dtrifi Ktil, CmUrnttM 



OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


103 


merit with the Khan of Khyi-pore for the complete 
cession to the British of the island and fort of Bukkur, 
which, standing in the middle of the Indus, not far 
from the confluence of the streams which bound and 
run through the Punjaub, gives the complete command 
of the whole of the great river and its tributaiies above 
Shikarpore. This cession enabled our engineers to throw 
a bridge of boats across the Indus for the passage of 
the army to Shikarpore — a passage which was effected 
in the most orderly manner, Nott marching at the head 
of his division. One of the General’s letters to his 
favouiite con’espondents at this time, lets us into the 
state of his mind touching himself and his prospects, 
the chance of success attending the expedition, the 
incompetency of the officers above him, the state of 
the country, and his wishes in respect to his son 
Robert, a youth. 

I wish I could get Robert a cadetship, but the Court of 
Directors have made these appointments quite a family affair, 
and I shall probably go down to my grave without seeing 
one. of my children in that army in which I have passed a 
long life. Little do those about me know the deep misery I 
am in ; surrounded by all this warlike pomp, they think me 
fortunate, while I sometimes wish to step quietly out of 
this world and all its disappointments. Man without any- 
thing to hope for must be exquisitely miserable. I arise in 
the morning, and go through the duties of the day mechani- 
cally i at night I go to my couch without feehng the least 
pleasure, interest, or satisfaction of what that day has 
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brooght forth We aball see what the leaden mettCDgen 
and keen iwordi of the gallant Affghaiu will do; or perad- 
Tcntnre that black and ommoaa eagle, which haa to long been 
perched upon the rocki orerhanging the Caapian Sea, look- 
ing around with keen eye, and m imagination devounng the 
nch pronncca of Ana, may at last take a daring flight 
towards the Indos, and at once settle all onr worldly aflairs 
let, if our Indian Empire could again call into being a 
WeUejUy or a Haittngt, nothing but honour to Old England 
conld result from inch a bloody contact ; but these are our 
dwarfish days, and the Busaian will not meet with a 
single Oiant to hurl him back to his nsUye snows 

Wo are thus f« on our way back to Bnkkur The 
infantry of the army will commence passing orer the 
noble Indus t<>.morrow morning, the earalry, fee^ will 
follow Your fether will be one of the first to cross this 
renowned stream , and, perhaps, the first European who erer 
patted It at the head of a body of disaphned soldiers There 
was a time when the TCiy idea of my ambitious dream bang 
thus realised, would hsre caused my heart to beat with the 
wildest joy , but now, I am qmte indiffeTcnt, or rather I 
wuh myself m tome clay built cottage, Isr from the haunts 
of Tnan truly, I better not be here, for this mdificrcnce 
mokes mo bluntly smfle at the professioiial ignorance of my 
ntperion They cannot, m spite of then ranity, help seemg 
and depend upon it they will take an opportunity, os 
/or a* thtg dare, to repay U wiVb dne miertsi 1 but as X 
am by no menus tunKrui or ambitious of the pnusc or appro- 
bation of such men, so on the other hand, I shall be but 
little concerned at all they can do , yet if I had any vanity 
left I might, indeed, feel ram nt the land attention I daily 
pcceiTo from the ofBccrs of my ditmon 
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Camp Sukkur, Right Bank of the Indus, 
Reb. 14, 1839. 

Here am I, after much excitement in passing the Indus 
this morning. The 2nd Brigade and camel battery passed 
the noble bridge of boats, thrown across the river by Captain 
Thomson and his brother engineers, without the least diffi- 
culty. We passed through the town of Sukkur to our en- 
camping ground, and never shall I forget it ; such filth I 
never witnessed ! Dead animals, in a state of putrefaction, 
meeting the eye every moment, and throwing forth such a 
dreadful stench that it really almost overpowered me, and I 
am still sick from the effects of it. This continued for a fuU 
mile — and yet, human beings eat and live amidst such a 
scene as this 1 

The natives of Scinde are a fine, robnst-looking race, but 
they are extremely dirty in their dress. I should think that 
they never wash their garments ; perhaps this may be ac- 
counted for from the clouds of dust in which they continue 
to be enveloped from their childhood until they drop into 
their graves ; you can have no idea of it, it penetrates every- 
thing. I have already given up calling my servants every 
two or three minutes to brush the dust from my table and 
my writing-desk. I beheve the natives, finding they cannot 
possibly keep a dress clean above an hour, think it, there- 
fore, useless to change or wash their garments, and never 
take them off until they become rotten and too old to wear. 
The infantry halt here to-morrow, and the following day 
move on to Shikarpore, which is two long marches from 
this. We halt there until the cavalry come up ; how much 
longer, cfrcumstances must decide. I would, if I commanded, 
push through the Bolan Pass at once ; in military affairs a 
moment should never be lost, an opportunity never throvm 
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avr*y. At tbi« moment wo eonld go through the Pus ind 
enter Ctndalur u fnendi ; but who kncrwi what a month^s 
delay may bfing about among a high-epmtcd but fickle 
people, perhaps rendenng it necessary for ui to fight for 
every mch of the Pau, which I opme would be found no 
joke. A Queen’s officer should never command m India; 
whatever hia talents may be, he ii for a thousand reasons 
unfit ; he is moreover always a mere bird of passage, and a 
nch plac^ lie Hyderabad, would often tempt him to forget 
hia duty to the State. Sir John Keane’s sppomtmant wu 
from the first a dirty job, and has paralysed and nearly given 
a death blow to an enterprise which ought to shed a lustre 
over OUT councils, and the moral effect of which ought to be 
fdt by the whole world. I hope the difference of atmo- 
aphere on this side of the Tndos will tend to clear the facol- 
bes of our great men. I am writing to yon with the paper 
placed upon my knees ; and as t have much to do, and am 
very tired, I most close my scrawl. 

For Robert be desired a cadetship , it was naturul to 
wish that at least one son should be a member of the 
service in which he himsdf had risen to distinguished 
mnV. These appointments are entirdy in the gift of 
individual members of the East India Direction. 
Attempts have more than once been made to cause a 
portion of the patronage in this respect to bo set aside 
for the sons of Company's officers, bo that the claims of 
merit might be indcjpendent of the personal feelings of 
Directors These attempts have been defeated j tbo 
personal patronage — the only real inducement to a man 
to struggle for a scat in the Diroction — has bocn 
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found to be insufficient to answer the demands of 
friendship, of rclationsliip, of assistance in vaiious 
forms, not excluding the Proprietary votes by which 
the Director achieves Ins position. Any abatement 
of this patronage has, therefore, been stoutly resisted ; 
and the resistance has received some colour and 
countenance from the fact of very many of the sons 
of old officers having been granted cadetships by the 
Directors individually. General Nott lived to see his 
wishes gratified in respect to his boy, without a de- 
parture from the “ family affair” to which he refers. 

After the passage of the army across the Indus, 
Sir Henry Fane took his leave. In his parting order, 
he gave expression to liis admiration of the conduct 
of the troops on the march from Ferozeporc. He 
regarded it as an example to soldiers on all other 
occasions. The excellent discipline and good behaviom* 
of the troops had conciliated the inhabitants of the 
country wherever they had passed, and Sir Henry was 
glad to be able to point at the consequences. 

“These have been,” ran the order, dated Camp 
Bukkur, 16th of February, 1839, “not alone the 
exaltation of their fame and character as soldiers, but 
the circumstances have greatly conduced to their ad- 
vantage, because the confidence of the inhabitants, 
which such good conduct has produced, has led to 
then- freely resorting to our camp with the produce 
of their villages, by which means we have been free 
from all want of proHsions.” 
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During the holt of the Bemgal column at ShikaTporQ, 
the troops were a good dea] harassed with reviews 
and parade*, for the especial gratification of Shah 
Soojah, who had hitherto been in the van with his 
newly-iaiaed contingent, commanded by Colond Simp- 
son. AH this needless display offended Nott, wbo never 
liked that soldiers should be exposed to unnecessary 
toH. His own time, off duty, \va* passed in rambling 
through the streets and bazaars of the dty. The 
novelty of the scene amused him— >-the people, their 
manners and costume*, their dwefliags — afl were new 
to one who had never been out of lodia, and whose 
quickness and originality discovered a charm b bH that 
was natorol and true. 

About this time (end of February, 1839) provisions 
began to get scarce m camp. There was “ not a drop 
of beer with the army for besides that the mess 
tables, on the mnrrii, presented scenes of conviviality 
common to life b garrison and cantonment, camels 
had dropped on the road, and their loads, often con- 
sisting of provisions, were necessarily left a prey to 
marauders and foflowert who bang about the Ibo of 
march. TTie lots of the beer was nothing to Nott : 

This does not affect mo,” he wrote to his daughters ; 
“but the wine is nearly out, and the Bombay merchants 
have not yet arrived. I can drinh water, but it is 
sometimes very muddy ; however, I have a few bottles 
of Madeira left.” Wo find him saying on another 
occasion: “The servant has just brought my tiffin, 
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viz. : a piece of black bread and a glass of bad water, 
and this is my constant tiffin — that is, if I take any. 
I breakfast at the mess, where things begin to grow 
scai-ce; but most of us appear to be cheerful and 
healthy, and I have no doubt we shall give a good 
account of any enemy who may oppose us, unless it he 
the fault of our Generals. I am sure the troops will 
do their duty.” 

In all his letters and journals on this long and 
tedious march, Nott is critical upon the bad general- 
ship shown, as it was, at least, interpreted to his 
perception. Every now and then, expresses would 
come in from the front, directing an advance. Then, 
when he had issued his orders for the general move, 
another would arrive to countermand it, because it 
was discovered that there was not enough water at 
certain contiguous stages. The General chafed at the 
inconvenience all this occasioned, and particularly at 
the ill impression it created regarding the fitness of the 
Commander of the Bengal column ; but the fact was, 
the country was very little known to the officers of 
the Quartermaster- General’s department. The reports 
of travellers and natives, who could form no conception 
of the wants of a large army, had formed the basis 
of the routes delivered to the force, and it was not untU 
the army had moved towards the Bolan Pass, and 
had got fairly into the jungle, that the deficiencies of 
the country became accurately known. This was rather 
the misfortune than the fault of Sir Willoughby Cotton. 
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But Nott could not acquit him of the error of sending 
the cavaliy in advance He looked iipon it as against 
all militaiy rule m an mtersected countiy bke Upper 
Semdo.* 

The a nn al s of the Bntiah campaigns m India, or 
indeed m any other part of the world, do not finnish 
a parallel to the mtsenea and losses experienced by 
the unopposed “Army of the Indus” The marche* 
from Shikarpore to Dador, at the foot of the Bolan Riss, 
hy through extensivo sandy deserts and dry jungles , 
the water wus everywhere extremdy scarce, and such as 
was obtained was muddy, brackish, stagnant, poisonous , 
forage was obtained with great difficolty, the camels 
died by frfhea and hundreds, the Bdoochee moan- 
tameen plundered at evary opportunity, assasamatmg 
stragglen and bearing their burthens , the stm was 
powerful, the glare distressing, communication with 
the rear was sonously mtermpted, for the marauding 
propensities of the Sonde robbers citanded to the 
dawks (the letter camera), and not one letter m a 
doren ever reached its desUnntioa. One extract of a 
letter from the General before the oolumn had got 

• H*d Sir TV Cotton Rnt focvmrd hii intniby thioogt Uih Jungly 
ttd intonected cocntiy, nDownd hb ornhy to btre foDorod in 
boebe* idtihlo to tie quintl^ of »t Use /« nert rineefl, tMi 
dtJoj iroukl not hare oecurred, tnd oor ipeedy ippouiiica al tie 
Bolin Pus Ttnld bare bid i good monl effect Uwjogbcnt AJgbanbtm. 
Bericti, tbero mo cerUin role* in tie trade at w, which no aflitiry 
mjm iboald crer dcriite from, wbetier be bu an enemy In front or 
luiL—Otmp Tfi 8S 1839 
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through the Pass gives some idea of the troubles 
incidental to the iU-managed move. 

The 4th Brigade alone has lost duiang the last four days 
244 camels by death — ^namely, starved. My horses have not 
had a blade of grass or any forage for four days. I write 
as I stands and the top of a Doolie is my desk. The 
Bolan Pass, as far as we have come, is the dry bed of a 
river, or a ravine winding between high mountains; the 
road covered Avith loose round stones, a mountain sti’eam 
running through it. .We had to ford this river thirteen 
times on our march the day before yesterday, eighteen times 
during our yesterday^s march; some places so deep, that 
a tall horse could scarcely keep his legs. One officer’s horse 
was drowned, but not the rider. Yesterday, about four 
miles before we reached our encamping gi’ound, a mountain 
appeared in our front, covered with snow, and the wind, 
blowing over it right in our faces, rendered it delightful 
after the great heat which we had recently experienced. 
This morning I contrived to erect my little hill tent, by 
tying the ropes to large stones, as not a tent-pin could 
be used. Prom my breakfast-table I had a view of a snowy 
mountain in my front, and on the left of my tent a clear 
mountain stream runniug over its pebbly bed ; on my right, 
fifteen or twenty officers had placed their trunks together, 
and were merrily taking their breakfast in the sun, jovial 
in spite of the loss of baggage, &c. ; but then again all 
is bleak and stony, not a blade of grass, not a tree to be 
seen. 

A few days later the scene changes : the column 

* A common kind of palanquin, for the conveyance of sick soldiers. 
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has got throagh the Pass, and the General’s spirits 
hoTO been proportionately raised He dates from 
Semb, 27th of March, 1839 

Onr U«t msTch through the Bokn P»a» wai Tcry mter- 
estiug. The Fan u bo Btrong by nitore, that 8,000 or 
4,000 men could well diapute it against an army of 60,000 
Just before we emer g ed from the Pass, and before we bid it 
adieu (I hope for eror), we came to a my iteep and difficult 
ascent. I tat upon a roclc, from whence I had a moat 
lovely view on one aide, the Bolan mountami, on the 
other, a wide-crtended pUm, which latter we were about 
to enter, mountains all aroond in the distance, c overe d 
with snow Here I sat to see the column, pass mto 
the plarcu All at once, a ary was heard from the camp- 
foBowen, of marauder* carrying off camels, even close to ua. 
I immediately called to four troopers, who were my orderliea, 
mounted my bay horse, and 1, Douglas, and Hammenley, 
•et offi at full speed across the plain m pnrsuit of these 
gentlemen , and although they bad the start oouaidarably, 
after a hard gallop of three milei, we headed them, when 
down they dropped at my feet for mercy. My horse behaved 
well, and soon outstripped the trooper*. I can assure you, 
after our weary and slow march for to many day* through 
the Pass, tlm race was most eiating My horse is as 
fleet as the moontam wind- A dsy before we left the Pass, 
we came to a place where there wu the finest spring of 
water I have seen for many a long year, gushing out of the 
side of a mountam in a my large body, and with great 
force — dchaoui water, dear as crystal, and dose to our camp 
What a treat after the quantity of muddy water wo had 
lately swallowed I I know not how you are to read whst 
I hare been aenbbUng, as my fingers are really too cold 
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to write legibly, and it now looks like another fall of snow 
before night. You would have laughed, had you seen 
the officers a night or two ago at the mess table, amusing 
themselves with a basket of snow, and seeing who could 
bear the cold best. Plenty of ice this morning, everything 
frozen, and yet this is evidently spring here, as trees and 
flowers are budding, and the larks soar and sing delightfully, 
and in great numbers. I ought to tell you, that I am 
thought very fortunate in not having thrown away or lost 
any of my baggage or tents. But I went to an enormous 
expense in carrying forage for my camels, and in feeding 
them with grain. I also purchased a large quantity of 
ghee from some Afighan merchants, whom I met on the 
road, and gave a quantity of it to my camels, which kept 
them alive. However, I suppose, there may be a little 
good luck in the afi^air, as Douglas went to the same 
expense, and yet he lost all his camels. Yesterday, my 
servants looked cold and comfortless, and as they are on 
short allowance of attah and rice, and there is none for 
sale, I asked how many of them would eat mutton if they 
could get it. They said, “ Every one of us.^’ So I bought 
them mutton, and wood to cook it with. All did eat, 
Hindoo as well as Mahomedan, palanquin-hearers, and all. 
So much for caste. 

In the course of the halts between the Bolan Pass 
and Quettah, Major-General Nott took the opportunity 
of manoeuvring the 4th Brigade. It was quite a new 
thing in the Bengal army for a Major-General to go 
on parade and desire the Brigadiers to take up different 
positions, according to the nature of the ground, without 
having previously prepared them (or himself) for them 
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work by a prognimme on cards^ m which every move- 
ment wa3 minutely mapped out But Nott had been a 
diligent student of hia profession, and now that the time 
had amved when the fruits of Qpphcation and reflection 
were to be manifested, he was found to be acquainted 
with the art of practicaDy developing the “bookish 
tbeonc.” He had never "set squadron in the field,” 
but he nevertheless wus found to know something of 
the division of a battle Pity — as after events showed — 
that the same professional attainment ond the faculty 
of its apphcation were not the chamctenstics of certom 
men of the sistcr-service, who were placed m commands 
superior to Ins own 



OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


115 


CHAPTER IV. 

1839. 

sm JOHN KEANE JOINS THE BENGAL COLHMN AND ANNOUNCES THE 
ASSUMPTION OP THE COMMAND OF THE AKMT— SUTEKSESSION OP 
NOTT — HIS XNTERVIE'W MITE Sm JOHN KEANE — LEFT TO COMMAND 
AND SUPEBINTEND THE TALLET OP SHAML — POLITICAL AGENCIES — 
APPAIBS OP KHELAT— MR. BOSS BELL — HIS PBIVATE COKEESPON- 
DENCE — ^Noil’s DETEBMINATION NOT TO OBEY MAJOB-GENEBAL MILL- 
SHTRE — THE GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION — THE RETRENCHMENT — NOTT 
SUCCUMBS UNMILLINGLT. 

On the 6th of April, Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Keane came up with the Bengal column at Quettah, 
and a junction now took place between that detachment 
and the Bombaj’’ column. A new arrangement and 
disposition of the force accordingly became, to a certain 
extent, necessary, and this had been previously an- 
nounced in General Orders, dated Laikhana (in Scinde), 
March 4th, 1839. In this order, Major-General WiU- 
shire, C.B. — a local Major-General — was appointed to 
command the whole of the infantiy of the Bombay 

I 2 
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Presidency, formed into two brigades, and called the 
2nd Division; Major-General Sir "UTHonghby Cotton 
retaining the command of the Bengal Infantry, or Ist 
Division. The cavalry and artillery were likewise 
separated into divisions, and placed respectively under 
the command of Major-General Thackwdl, C3., and 
Brigadier Stevenson, of the Bombay ArtillBry. 

Although Nott had contemplated snpersession from 
the unfair and mischievous operation of the " Feme 
Major-General” order, to which reference has been 
made in a previous diapter, he could not feel other- 
wise than chagrined and indignant at being thus put 
adds to make way for a junior. True to bis principle 
of acrion, which yielded and commanded obedience 
according to his subordinate or soperior position, he 
felt that he would be wroi^ing the wbole service of 
which he was a most honourable member, were he to 
continue with the army after being thus unceremoniouBly 
shelved. He resolved, Uiereforc, upon waiting on Sir 
John Keane, and remonstrating with him upon the 
injustice committed, and, ftfling to obtain redress, to 
return to India. He could not tealously perform the 
duties of a General Office with feelings thus outraged, 
and prospects thus blighted. 

Sir John Keane hod been bred in rough schools. 
By the concurrent testimony of scores of ofBcera with 
whom the writer has frequently conversed, ho had 
retained oD the mauDcrs of tho Peninsular camp without 
benefitting by the gloss of courts and the society of 
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cities. His language too frequently reminded his staff 
and associates of the coarseness of the men who served 
under Marlborough in Flanders. Such a man was the 
very last with whom Nott, a perfect gentleman, would 
have liked to come into contact ; for, though incapable of 
bandying phrases with Sir John Keane, he was liable to 
be imtated into expressions of anger which he might 
feel unsuited to their relative positions, and possibly 
give his senior (in rank) an advantage. Nevertheless 
he sought the interview, and in a letter to his son 
Chai'les, he gives a minute account of all that occurred 
upon the occasion. 


Camp Quettah, in Sliawl, April 9, 1839. 

My dear Charles, 

I wrote to Letitia on the 6th inst., and informed her that I 
had lost the command of the 1st Division; but as we are com- 
pletely surrounded by the mountain marauders, I much fear 
my letter wiU never reach her. The first act of Sir J. Keane 
on joining the Bengal army has been to remove me out 
of the way of the Queen’s officers, under the plea of giving 
me the command of the province of ‘ Shawl,’ which place 
you will find visible enough on the map. Quettah is the 
chief town. As this act of Sir John’s is a deadly hit at 
the officers of the Company’s army, I dare say there will be 
some little sensation amongst the red-coats, in spite of that 
apathy which has ever bhghted their hopes and their rights, 
and the afiair may possibly find its way into the public papers, 
and in a variety of shapes. I therefore will note part of 
the delectable conversation which took place between Sir J . 
Keane and myself, and which I put on paper immediately 
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afterward*, w that ycra, and my dear Letitia and Charlotte 
may have the true vcraion, eapeoally ai aome people may 
aay that I treated lum haughbly and durapcctfolly, which 
I ccrtamly did not , hut I freely gate him my opnuoiu 

On the 6th inatant I marched m command of the 4th 
Bngade, artihery park, fee., from Senab to Qnettah, m 
Shawl, on which day Sir J Keane jomed the Bengal column 
of the Army of the Indoa, I immediately waited on Hit 
EsceJleney, when he informed me that he had it m con- 
templation to place Sir W. Cotton m command of the 
lot Dinnon of Bengal Infantry, end that 1 waa to fall back 
to the 2nd Bngade. I atatad that, under existing arenm- 
atancea (which I parbLcoiamed to him), I concaved that 
my ntnction waa the command of that dmnom He declared 
that, “ he had the particnlar orders of the Gorcmor-Gencral 
to remand Sir W Cotton to the command of it,'* (which I 
don't believe). He also said that he had the rpemal order* 
of the Governor-General to leave a whole bngade m Shawl, 
(which I don't behove), and that he intended that that 
bngade should be mmc I pomted onl to him that there 
was only one regiment of my bngade at pre x ait with the army, 
and that I waa the only Major-General of the Bengal army 
preaent, that as those going for war d were by far my junior*, 

I trusted be would direct mo to accompany the army with 
the smgle rcgimait of mjr bngmle then present ; if not, that 
he would allow me to go without any duirge. Uc said ho 
” was very delicitely situated, a* he was acting upon the 
positive orders of the Gorcmor-Gcncxal, but that nothmg 
hft<^ been yet decided.'' (How could iMt be, if ho rcnlly 
ind the orders of GorernmentT) He then ssid* "If you 
will csH upon mo at three o'clock, we will coolly talk over 
the whole.” 

At the hour of three, I went to Sir John’s tent, and ass 
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shown into that of Colonel McDonald, his secretaxy, I 
believe. The Colonel commenced by saying that “ Sir J. 
Keane could not comply with my wishes, as he had the 
positive orders of the Governor-General to the contrary.” 
After some conversation, I* said ; “ Sir, I am not come to 
discuss this affair with you ; I am here by appointment to 
see Sir J. Keane; I suppose I can see him ?” He said, 
“Yes,” and then accompanied me to Sir John’s tent. 
The Colonel, on entering the Commander-in-Chief’s tent, 
commenced by addressing His Excellency, and saying : 
“Nothing will convince General Nott — ” “Nothing that 
yoii can say can possibly convince me.” I said that I 
waited upon His Excellency on the subject of our con- 
versation of that morning. He immediately said that he 
“could not allow me to retain charge of the 1st Division,” 
repeating that he had “ received the orders of the Governor- 
General to the contrary.” I expressed my regret that His 
Excellency had come to such a determination, as, under 
existing circumstances, I conceived that I had a just claim 
to that command ; and I again particularized the grounds 
on which I claimed. 

After much conversation of a similar nature, I said, that 
as far as I was individually concerned, I did not care about 
the command ; that my only wish was to proceed with the 
army, and that as I was senior to all present, excepting 
Sir Willoughby, I should feel the hardship and injustice of 
being left behind when so many of my juniors were going 
forward. He said he “could not help it.” “ Your 
Excellency is aware that the column about to advance is 
composed almost entii’ely of Bengal troops; that in this 
colximn there wdU be no less than four of Her Majesty’s 
General Officers, but not one Company’s, unless I am 
to go.” He then said that he had “received the orders 
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of the GoTcmment to letTe a whole brigade m Shawl, and 
that the 2nd wia to be that brigade, and waa commg np 
from Bhikarpore,’* I aaad that one regiment of my brigade 
was prwent m hit camp, and that I trnatod he would allow 
me to pro ceed with that eorpa. Ho aaid ‘‘ Tonr condoct, 
for an officer of yoor rank, u rery extraordmary — the moat 
extraordinary I hare erer heard of” He then aaked 
'* whether I thonght he coold np*rt the ordcri of Gorenz- 
ment to pleaeo me ?” Colonel McDonald and Hu Excellency 
then epoVe together “How do yon know the order* of 
Gorernment ? Ton cannot know the ordo* we hare received , 
yon will be left m a more responsible ntnation than that of 
those gomg on Tonr brigade la coming up, and how do 
yon know the hoar yon may bo ordered to take Khelat 7” 
I thonght this too maeh, and I fear that my laugh at sneh 
humbug expressed my feehngt of contempt. load “Well, 
year Excelleney, as yon ore detemimed to take the dinsKm 
from me, and equally deterouned not to allow me to proceed 
with the army m command of that portion of my brigade 
now here, I beg to tender my resignataon of the command 
of the 2nd Brigade,” He said “Ton had better conialt 
your friends before yon do ao ” I told him that I had hved 
long enough to hare a judgment of my own, and that no 
man's opinion was to be a rale of condoct for mej I see, 
and have long teen, through the whole affur After some 
pause, he said: “I can only talc your reaJgmUion m one 
shape, that is, to forward it to Gorernment. I suppose 
Sir, you will obey my orders in the meantime 7” "I mast 
obey your orders, whatever they may be j hot my rerngnatioii 
bang sent to Goremment can bo of no use to roe, as my 
object, pending such a reference, would be completely de 
feated — that of sceompanyiog the army to-morrow as a 
pnvnto gentleman” lie then again said "^our conduct 
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is very extraordinniy in an officer of your rank. Sir 
W. Cotton docs not feel aggrieved ; why should you ?” I 
am no judge of his feelings, nor shall his conduct ever be a 
rule for me ; besides, he is going on. Well, your Excellency, 
as 1 find it to be determined that I am no longer to command 
the 1st Division, nor allowed to proceed with the army, I have 
nothing further to say on that subject. Your Excellency is 
aware that I hold the Queen’s commission of jMajor-Gcncral?” 
“ Yes.” I am therefore, by General Orders of Governor- 
General, I\Iarch 9, 1838, publishing the Court of Directors’ 
letter, datcd_ December 19, 1837, entitled to the command 
of a division in preference to the local Generals Thackwell 
and lYillshirc, and yet you have placed General Willshire 
in command of a division ?” He said he had “ received the 
particular orders of the Governor-General to place that officer 
in command of a division,” and added : " If you think your- 
self aggrieved, you can appeal to the Court of Directors. 
General Nott, I sec clearly that nothing that I can say will 
convince you.” No, your Excellency, nothing that you 
have said on this subject can convince me.” "You insult 
my authority.” " I am not aware that I have j what I have 
said is m)"^ deliberate judgment, which nothing can change.” 
After much more debate, warm on his part, cool on mine, 
I said, rising to retire : " Well, your Excellency, I trust that 
I have left no ill impression upon your mind. I see the 
whole affair ; I am to be sacrificed because I happen to be 
senior to the Queen’s officers.” " HI impression. Sir ! I will 
never forget your conduct as long as I live !” " Oh ! your 

Excellency, since that is the case, I have only to wish you a 
very good evening.” 

The interview resulted in Nott’s remaining at Quettah 
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with only one regiraent of his bngade (the 48rd, N I ), 
a nssalflh of hoTSo, a regiment of Shah Soojah’s lofimtiy, 
and a troop of cavalry Sir John Keane marched 
towards Candahar, with the bulk of the army, on the 
7th of April, the day after the interview “ Some 
idea of the state to whicii the Army of the Indus hnd 
been reduced, way be formed from the fact of sixtv 
horses having been shot, as too weak to proceed, whfle 
numbers of camp'foUowera were eobsisting upon the 
fried skins of sheep, the congealed blood of nmmnl^, 
and such roots as they could pick up m the neigh* 
borurhood of the encampment’^ 

It baa been the office of the occximphshed author of 
the “ War m Afighaniatan,” to desmbo the operations 
of the army under Sir John Keane, from the hour of its 
quitting Quettah- Be it ours to trace the course of the 
not less important, and, as the sequel will show, the 
infinitely better commanded, force which gradually came 
under the orders of Major General Nott- 

WhAo Keane and his attenunted columns struggled 
through the Kojuck Pass, eipcncncang severe priva- 
tions, and heavy losses m ammunition, baggage, camels, 
tents, &(x, Nott remained m the vaHoy of Shawl, tlie 
clunate and general aspect of which pleased him vastly 

Thi* IS the most delightful climito I hire ever apcwenccd 
— nothing IJko it m any port of the world — thermometer 

“ H m o ri ab of OstcU sod Le CalcntU. 
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about 58° inovniug and evening, and rises during the day 
to 60°. I am encamped in a rich and beautiful valley, uhich 
is about twenty miles in brcadtli, and forty-eight in length, 
commencing at the outlet of the Bolan Pass, and running uj) 
to this ]dacc. The plain on which we arc encamped is inter- 
sected by ri^•ulets of the finest water j the gardens filled with 
fruit-trees, among which arc the ap])lc, plum, apricot. See . ; 
the rose-tree and sweet-briar abound. I cannot walk in any 
direction from my tent without ])assing over a variety of 
flowers, and as this is the spring in Afighanistan, they arc in 
full bloom. This rich valley is surrounded by lofty mountains, 
the tops of which arc covered with snow. The wind is at 
this moment gently blowing from a high mountain on my 
right hand j this breeze qualifies the heat of the valley at 
mid-day, and renders it most delightful ; but oppression, and 
cruelty, and plunder having for ages borne sway, the country 
is almost depopulated ; villages are few, and the inhabitants 
appear to cultivate just enough to exist on. The mountains 
arc filled with wild and savage marauders, whose ancestors 
were probably driven by tyranny and oppression from this 
lovely vale. 

A fine climate and an ill-governed country, were not 
the only legacies bequeathed by Sir John Keane to the 
subject of this biography. He left him a very small 
protective force and the sense of wrong. Smarting 
under his supersession, and shocked at the general 
mismanagement of the expedition, he gives vent to his 
anger in such language as this : 

I can depend upon the 43rd and the 4th Local Horse, but 
I cannot say as much for the Shah’s men ; however, the 
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fellow* may pouibly behave well. If I corJd get my bngido 
together, I iboold be able to *0016 m quiet, whfle the five 
Queen^a Generali are gatbenng Unreli at Candabar ; but 
what has a Company^* ofSeer to do bui to more f what nght 
can forty year* lervice give kbit to command ? None, as 
long as Commandnvm-Chtef are appointed at the Horse 
Guards, but the Company** oflBcer* may thank thar own 
apathy for this, and all the groas insuHa heaped upon them. 
Oh I I have witnessed such scene* on this grand expedi- 
tion, By Heavens 1 JKXX) diamphned troop* would haro 
sent this army hack m disgrace; but good fortune, backed 
by many lacs of Jack Company*! rupees, paves the way, and 
puts down opposition Dunng a long life ] bare read much, 
and have observed much, bat I have never seen, heard, or 
reed of such a shameful and entirely unneccBiary waste of 
pubhe money As to the Commiaiaiut, no langusge can 
describe it, nor give any idea of the rascality of its satire 
agent*. This department has moreover proved itself to be 
totally ineffiacnt , there u not a native understrapper 
attached to it who has not plundered a fortune on this 
expedition, while the poor subtltem officer hu been mvolred 
m debt, and half starred mto the bargain. "When the 
account* come under the observation of our wise Govern- 
ment, will that Goremment resort to another Half Batta 
measure to replace the turns thus rascally plundered f 

On the 1 9th at AprS, Nott addressed an appeid to 
the Governor-General in Council, ogoinst bis super- 
session by Major-General Willahirc. He considered 
that grievance to involve an infraction of the Orders 
of the Court of Directors of tho 19th of December, 
1837, and which had been published in General Order*, 
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to the Bengal army.'**= The words of the Court’s order, 
on which he evidently relied, were those we have 
ifalici^cd, although he forebore from particularizing. 

“ We have no objection to the promotion to the local 
rank of Major-General, of the Colonels of Her Ma- 
jesty’s army, &c. &c., 'provided always that no inter- 
ference he permitted with the commands on the general 
staff allotted to the Major-Generals, or Brigadier- 
Generals and Brigadiers of the Queen's and the 
Company’s forces respectively.” 

This protest did not find its way to India until Nott 
had dispatched a triplicate, some months subsequently. 
At first, the General supposed the dawks had been 
robbed ; but at length he discovered that there had 
been foul play in high places. The story of the mis- 
carriage is rather curious. It is given in a letter dated 
late in the following July. 

The trath is this, I wrote a long and warm remonstrance, 
but in reading it over, I thought the Government would 
never condescend to wade through it, I therefore destroyed 
it, and merely foiwarded the simple fact to Government, 
through Sir J. Keane, and hereby hangs a very pretty tale : 

I sent it, on the 19th of April, and being of a very impatient 
disposition, I, twenty days afterwards, wrote to the Deputy 
Adjutant-General Craigie, to know whether my friend, Sir 
John, had forwarded it to Government, when, lo and behold I 
they told me it had not been received ! Now I have heard 
that in some regions of this very just world, there are men 


* Daied March 9, 1838. 
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who think there u no ham m what i* called “ harking * 
ptpere that are not oxactlj palatable I I, thonfore, aent s 
duplicate, and, for reasons which I had, I caused a priTstr 
letter to ho put mto the aomo poat-bag, with the said 
duplicate, to an ofBccr m tho head-quarlare’ camp, beggmg 
he would immediately answer it. He did receire jt, and hta 
reply was duly receiTcd at Qoettah I waited tome dtyi, 
erpcctmg certainly to hear eome news of my unfortunato 
duplicate , but bemg, aa I before laid, of an impatient dispo- 
aition, I wrote another letter to the Deputy Adjutant- 
General Craigie, to aik whether be had rtcered and hid it 
before Sir John. I added “ However, I know yon must have 
received it, aa an answer has been received at Quottah to a 
private letter which went by the same dawk, and I long to 
know whether my appeal has been sent to Goremment.” 
Think, and think agam on the answer I received '' Sir John 
regretted that rt had not been received, but that inquiry 
should bo made at tho post-master’s, regardmg the letters by 
that day s dawk.” Well, on gettmg this, I immediately sent 
a tnphesto, and a few days after, wrote to say that on such a 
date, I had sent a triplicate, and begged that my great 
annety might be removed, by being informed that it hud 
been scut to Goremment j but up to this moment I have 
not Tccavcd a Ime 1 Now I ahall have to break through tho 
rules of our aemce by sending a copy dxrtei to Government , 
hut it w3l bo, of c ou r se , much too late to do me any good, 
and dir John has gained bia end. 

From this period may, in n great measure, bo dated 
GcDcnd Nott’s mdepcndenco of action, as fur n* it was 
possiUo for a rmEtary corainnndcT to act v;bo was 
merrl) tlio instrument of political negotiations tmd 
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management. It has been customary in India, upon 
all occasions of campaigns in hostile states or on the 
acquisition of new territory, to appoint oiBcers to what 
is called the “political agency” of the country, and 
these have generally been selected from those civilians 
or military men who have had some expenence of the 
character of the people, and on whose temper and 
discretion reliance might be placed. In most instances, 
the selection having devolved upon men younger in 
years and inferior in rank to the officer in command 
of the troops, collisions have arisen, or, at aU events, 
unpleasant misunderstandings have taken place respect- 
ing their relative powers. The old soldier has fretted 
under the “orders” of the junior, and the young 
diplomat has either borne himself with a degree of 
superciliousness, engendered by his elevated position, 
or has displayed kritation at the presumption of the 
General in objecting to his requisitions for troops, or 
remonstrating witli his ignorance of the usages of 
native Princes. Perhaps there have been faults on 
both sides. It is not, however, too much to say, that 
a system, involving anomalies and pregnant with 
mischief, is fundamentally erroneous. Weakness must 
invariably result from divided responsibility, and history 
shows that wherever military operations have been 
influenced or dhected by civilians, delay and mis- 
management have ensued. The examples of the Aulic 
Councils of Austria and the Dutch Commissioners, should 
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have read a lesson to the Indian Government, But 
cnatom and patronage are 6erce enemies of innovation. 
Political Agrats were countenanced by Lord WeHealey, 
and oould not therefore be dispensed with by Lord 
Auckland.* Accordingly, Captain Bean of the Bengal 
army, who was in command of the let R^ment of 
Shah Soojah’s force, was selected by Mr. Macnaghtcn, 
the Envoy and Minister with Shah Soojah, to tnlfo 
temporary political charge of the Shawl province. The 
letter annotmciDg to him his appointment, sufficiently 
demonstrates the ncedlesaness of aeparating the political 
from the military authon^. What was there which 
Bean was entrusted to execute that Nott could not have 
accomplished f 

* From toatfi puuge* of the of the Duke of Wd- 

'when m Inda, It wtnld teem that be thought pc^iUral agtnts 
ihoold hire dluxiij oror the milrtu; ece Ms leita to Cobnel 
Mumy, diUcd Phoohnuny, October 18, 1803 In Ms l*ter dopetche*, 
how e Tcr, wntten m Bpem, he bnd etone to a rery ofiposite eonHiokn, 
the oomwpitBcc of hu experience. In a letter to Den J de Camjil, 
Ckdh, Dee. 37, ISIS, he ipeake of the pfttiuaJ niU muling frean tbe 
■yttem of tejtmciUf Uu nmUrj /f«m lU foIUietl ntkonij “ Expe- 
rience^” wy* the Duke, "hu ibownUudwheneTer there eiirt mthoribe* 
mdqpendeixt of each other, they nest ctsah, ud tbe •crrlee oait fniTer. 
unless thetr ncU ■bonld be ngOjiiUy ccaitrolled by tbe •npennlendisg 
urtbority cf tbe GoreminciiL*’ • EreafaietiiiBtriw,'’ be Kldi, * where 
the system of septnling the kaJ •nlbanties U perfectly understood, 
snd bss been pot in procface for eenlonei, it bss frequently been nece*. 
•Siy to pUee the poliUcnl aTut miliiiiy tnlbority in ooe b i n d. How 
much mote ne rewm y, tbetefore, moit R be in prorlnee# in nbiA tbe 
suthonty of tbe Oorenuaent is Imperfeelly estshCibed 1" 
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Camp at Shawl, April 0, 1839. 


Sir, 

It having been deemed expedient b)^ His Excellency 
Lieutcnant-Gcncval Sir John Keane to leave a portion of 
the i\jmy of the Indus and of Uis Majesty Shall Soojalds 
force at this place, and it being necessary to appoint some 
officer to the temporarj^ political charge of the Shawl pro- 
vince, I have the honour to acquaint you tliat I have selected 
you for the performance of this duty, not having any other 
Political Assistant with whose sernccs I could dispense. 

2 . In maldug this selection, I have been guided entirely 
by my belief that your experience of the native character 
and your temper peculiarly qualify you for the efficient 
discharge of the duties of this important trust. 

3. You will consider it your first duty to conciliate the 
plundeiing tribes of this vicinity, commencing unth those in 
the neighbouring hills. I have strongly recommended to 
Government the foraiation of a local corps, consisting of the 
various tribes of Caukurs, Beloochees, hlurrees, Boogtees, 
&c., and I request that you ^ull begin without delay to form 
sueh a corps. The duty of this corps will be to guard the 
road between Shawl and Dadur, experience having proved 
that we have nothing in this respect to depend upon in the 
exertions of the Chief of Khelat. The men enlisted should 
be young and able-bodied, and each armed with a sword or 
matchlock. If. the corps should be permanently sanctioned 
by Government, the men will of course be properly armed, 
clothed and di’Uled. The number enlisted should not exceed 
800, and the pay of the privates may, for the present, be 
fixed at five rupees per mensem. The pay of the Chiefs 
may be regulated according to your discretion, bearing in 
mind the rates received by native officers of the local corps 
in our provinces. One half of the corps should be mustered 
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every month at Quettah, and there recerro fimn yon their 
own pay and that of them comrade*, Captam Johnaon wiD 
be uiitnicted to anpply yon with rich fiinda as yon may 
reqmre, I lave with yon. two very intelligent natirea, from 
whom yon wiD denre great aid m thia nndertakmg, ni. : 
AmeenooTlfl Shah and Tar Mahomed. 

4 Should yon reqmre aaaiatance, H ifi EiceHency the 
Comtnandcr-in Chief wiH bo reqneated to place the temcea 
of on^ or even two, Bntuh officer* at yonr ditpotaL 

6. I can grre you at prc»ent no detailed written matrnc- 
tiona for your gmdance m other reipecU It wiD be yonr 
doty to luten to all grievances, and to rediesa them *i far 
a* it may be in yonr power, and to prevent any eiccw* 
being committed, on the property of the peaceable mhabitanta. 
There ore some pcanU on which I wuh to give yon verbal 
instmctioo*. 

6. Ton will of eonrao conoder it to be pecnharly yonr 
doty to report to me ev ery occurrence which may come 
to yonr knowledge, and which yon may deem of anffiaent 
mtcre*t to bo bronght to my knowledge. 

7. Herewith yon will receive a credentuil from me, which 
yon win cauae to be delrrered to the G o v c tdot of Shawl, 
and which yon will obicrre, empower* yon to act on my 
behalf. 

8. I ihall forward a copy of thii letter to Hr* EiceUcncy 
Licntcnant-Oencnl Sir John Keane for Hi* Excellency** m* 
formiUonf ms weD a* to Ma^or-Genend Nott, and copy of 
the 8rd paragraph to Captain Johnton. 

9. The rate of mnuncration which yon are to rtcavc for 
the extra duly now entrusted to yon will be determined by 
the Eight Tlonourablo the GoTemor-Gcoeril, and yon are 
anthonied to entertain such catobUihtnent as you may derm 
ab*olutcly necessary for the efficient conduct of your duties, 
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n'.porling to ii\c the extent of it at your oni-licst con- 
venience. 

(Signed) W. II. I^lACKAGiiTnN, 

Envoy imd Minister. 

To Capt.-iin Be.m, 

CominnjHliiifr 1st Itcgiincnt, Slmli Soojnli’.'i I'oree. 

The force at Quettah was gradually strengthened, and 
by the beginning of July, Nolt had four regiments of 
infant ly under his command, together with a few 
troo])s of cavalry and horse artillery, and a comjjany 
of European artillciy, altogether sixteen guns. Late in 
April he was attacked by fever, which reduced him 
exceedingly, and led to the most serious apprehensions ; 
but under a good constitution, and the careful treatment 
of his medical adviser, he rallied, and I'csumcd lus duties 
with Augour. The brigade was sorely tried at this time. 
The fluctuations of temperature were violent, and there- 
fore pernicious. In the night the air was cool and 
pleasant — thermometer 48”; in the daytime the heat 
rose, under a piercing sun, from 1 1 0” to 1 20” — a most 
intolerable range to men under canvas who had not 
been within a house for eight or nine months. The 
extreme difliculty which the convoys experienced in 
maldng their way from India through Scinde, rendered 
proxisions scarce and dear. At one time there was not 
a bottle of wine, beer, or brandy in the camp for several 
wrecks ; neither were candles nor tea to be had, and w'hen 
they did amve, the candles sold for one mpee each, and 
the tea for twenty rupees the seer of two pounds ! This 

K 2 
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waa ruinous to tho officers — even tho Gcocnil declnrcd 
that he would have been better off m India upon a 
regimental Colond’s pay and nllowancea. In some sort 
to compensate the absence of European Bupphes, tho 
volley produced a great abundance of ex(juisite fruits, 
whiA the Belooohees fredy brought for sale When 
Shah Soojah’s troops were encamped in Shawl and 
devastated the corn-fields, the people avoided them 
NoU'a moderation and strict justice ensured an opposite 
result, the people learned to know him'— even the 
children became familiar with the good man’s face, 
and they would seek hia presence, and be dehghted 
in his attempts to make hunsdf undenrtood m their 
vernacular 

Tho correspondence of the Gtaenil durmg the three 
first months of his command m Shawl, chiefly referred 
to tho foregoing mattcre. His recapt of letters fi*ora 
Indm was very irregular and uncertain, which distressed 
him excecdingl}, as he felt great anxiety about hts 
children, especially os ho considered his own life to 
hong by a thread, and ho had not a shilling to leave 
therm One of tho recovered letters contained on 
lahmation whidi appears to have delighted him 
exceedingly, as it proved how completely ho had won 
the hearts of the 38th Bengal Native Infimttj Bntish 
officers are keen to distinguish between tho soldier who 
IS prompted to tho pcrfornmnco of his duty hj con- 
scientiousness and a loi*© of his profession, and tho 
mem martinet who ddights in tho cxcrosc and display 
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of authority rogardloss of the pride and tlie feelings of 
those whom lie may command. That Nott was held 
tn belong to the former category, is clear from the 
annexed passages. 

The same d.awk also brought me a long letter of three 
sheets and a half, from Young of the 38th, who was at the 
time of wnting it up at Mussoorce, with four other offieers 
of the corps. 1 had written to him, thinking he was still 
at Delhi, about having a small wall built round your dear 
mother’s tomb. If you recollect, the gate leading to the 
ground, used to be continually thrown down or stolen, and 
cattle were always getting in. Is it not surprizing that 
the ofGccr.s of the 38th Regiment should be so perscveringly 
kind to us ? 1 never did anything for them, not even what 

most commanding ofiicers do. Now, I will insert from 
Young’s letter one act of theirs, which has touched me 
to the bcart, and of which I was quite ignorant until now. 
"Wheu I left Delhi, I sent a note, begging that some of 
them would occasionally look at her grave, imtil the building 
was erected, as the gate was often thrown down. Now, 
only read their kindness, without their even giving me the 
least hint of it. 

“We (38th) did all we could to shame the authoiities 
into keeping a Chokadar for the bmying-ground at Delhi. 
I even went the length of writing in the newspapers about it, 
but seemmghj nuth no effect. So we (of the 38th) put 
a man there at our own expense. Some time after, one was 
placed in charge of the ground by Mr. Everest, by order 
of the Bishop we heard, and as the man we put there 
was then of no use, we discharged him.” 

Indeed, my dear children, there is no end to their kindness, 
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and I ctHild fill thu ibeet in teOmg tho many kmd thing! they 
havn taid and done tince I left theoL Again, I tay, u it not 
atrango ? Ton know, I was tcarcely ertr what I would 
call familiar with them It la nearly the aamo with the 
officer! here, I am almost afraid to open my month, or 
exprcai any wieh, for on the following day, where it ii at 
all possible, I dnd the thmg done. So you see, my dear 
diddreD, tho world is better than tome people will admit 
It to be. If I conld recore as mneb justice from 
people m power, as I do kmdncsa and attention from tho 
officer! xmder my command, I should indeed be fortunate , 
but thu, I know I thall never hav% nor do I now care. 
Yoong teUi me that the Scotta, with their large family, 
are now at Munoorce. I wish 1 conld beg an appomtment 
for Scott, he u so very dc*cmng It la rtally enough 
to disgust any one, to see a number of idle and silly boys 
placed in responsible ctaaboos, because they hare mtereat, 
when a man like Scott is overlooked. 

Tlie Beloochees from whom the nnny suffered so 
mudi on its murch through the Bohn Puss, nnd who, 
by tho way, had austaincd uyury fium tho destruction 
of their crops, owed allegiaoco to one Mehrab Khan, a 
chieftain who occupied tho fortress and provuico of 
Khdat m Bdooduatan To this tduefram Sir Alexander 
Burnca had been deputed ■ivith tho double purpose of 
obtaining hia assent to a treaty m which the supre- 
ma^ of Shah Sooyah was acknowledged, and of 
prevailing on him to assist in procuring supphes for the 
arm} Mehrab Khan signed tlio treaty ray rductantl}, 
but protested lus mabUity to supply grain, (hough cn- 
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gaging to do his best. It became evident, however, 
that, so far from using all reasonable exertion, he had 
really instigated the Beloochces to harass and plunder 
the army, and a loud cry for vengeance arose. Mac- 
naghten, the Envoy, even wrote from Quettah, ui-ging 
the Supreme Government “ to annex the provinces 
of Shawl, Moostung and Cutchec to the Shah’s 
dominions.”* The hour for vengeance was deferred. 
There was another game then in hand, but enough 
transpired to indicate that sooner or later the Khan 
of Khclat would be made to pay the penalty of his 
contumacy. 

Extract of a Letter from the Officiating Secretary to the 

Govo'nmcnt of India, to Mr. Ross Bell, the Officiating 

Political Agent at Shiharpore. 

You. are already aware of the causes which led to the 
determination of the Governor-General, to deprive Mehrah 
Khan of that power, which he has so flagi'antly abused 
in innumerable atrocities, perpetrated by his dependants 
and under his dhection, in plundering and murdering the 
followers of the British army on its advance into Affghan- 
istan, and in the organized system of pdlage hy which 
our posts and detachments have been harassed ever since 
the main body of the army penetrated the Bolan Pass 
These outrages commenced while Mehrah Khan was yet 
negotiating a treaty of friendship and alliance with the 
British Government, and professing unbounded devotion to 
our interests. They have been continned as long as the 

* Kaye’s “ War iu Atfghamstan.” 





136 


THE UfE 


seaMii admitted of the marcli of troopa, and trarellcrs be- 
tween Sonde and AffgbaniaUn, with a tpirrt of pencverance, 
that dearly evinced the dispontion of tbu dueftain to 
inflict upon ni and upon our adberent* aH tbe injury that 
it lay in hu power to do The perfidy and malice of Mchrab 
having thus ahown the impoaaibihty of eetabliBhmg with 
him any terma of alliance that wonld aecnre na for the 
foture from hu enmity, or that wonld afl'ord any rational 
proepect of reatonng order m those important distncta, 
over which ho mica, end m which protection and safety 
to the traveller and the merchant are indupensahlo to the 
prosperity of all the snrtonndmg conntnc*, the Bntuh 
Government is most fully justified m dqmving this chieftam 
of his means of injury, and m taking measnrea to snhstitnte 
a fhendly power m hia place. 

In furtherance of this object, it was resolved, early m 
the courso of oar operations for the restoration of Shah 
Soojah Ool Moolk, that on the aabjogabon or expnlaion of 
llehrab Khan, those portiona of hu temtory which arc 
situated at either ei Inan ity of tho Bohm Pass, and were 
formerly included in the Doorance empire, ihould be given 
over to Hm Majesty Shah Soojah to be resmneicd to his 
dominions. These datnets are Cutcheo ond its depen 
dcnaci, m the plain of the Indus, and Bbawl and ilooilung, 
at the north western extremity of the Bolan Pass. 

Lato m June, or early m July, 1839, tho hlajor- 
Gcncrol bong ut Quettah, received tho foflovring confi. 
dcntial communication from Mr Ross BcD, the pohtical 
officer nt Shiknrpore, with whom tho Government of 
India had been m communication respecting Mchrab 
Klian, 
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(Confidcnlial.) Camj) Sliiknrporc, Jiuic 23, 3839. 

i\lY DKAU Sir, 

1 have received private instructions fi-om the Governor- 
General to coininunicatc with you on the subject of the 
nieans nrno at your clisjiosal for advancing on Khclat, should 
such a measure he determined on. Will you be so Icind as 
to send me information on the following points : 

1. The strength of the brigade under your command ? 

2. 'Whether, with reference to the information in your 
possession regarding the number of Mehrab IGian’s troops 
and the character of the countrj' between Quettah and Khclat, 
you consider }'Our present force strong enougli to admit of 
your occupying Kiiclat; and, if not, what reinforcement you 
consider necessary ? 

3. The state of your Commissariat, and whether you can 
collect supplies in Shawl sufficient to maintain the brigade 
during the march between Quettah and Khclat ? 

4. Whether you have a sufficient number of camels, and 
if not, what additional number 3^011 consider absolutely 
necessanj. I la)"^ emphasis on the two last words, because 
it is exceedingly difficult to procure camels in this neigh- 
bourhood ? 

5. The state of yoMx military chest and the average 
monthly expenditure of the brigade, including Commissariat 
Department ? 

'^'"riting in strict confidence, I think it right to mention to 
you that a movement on Khelat has been detennined on, and 
that the only question which remains to be decided, refers to 
time. I am aware that your means of collecting information 
at Quettah must be very limited, but it may be in your 
power to collect some ; and, in a country of which so little' is 
known, every item of accurate intelligence is exceedingly 
valuable. I hope you will not consider it presumptuous in 
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me if I TTOture to offer ednce as to Ae best means of 
collecting infonnaticm, ebonld yon not be pronded w;th a 
perfectly conititnted inteDigenco department. I hare had a 
good deal of eipmaice in vanons parts of India, hanng been 
employed on dntiei which rtmdered it necessary that I should 
coUcct information from all aonrees. The of men whom 
I have found most accurate in their infonnatioii regarding 
the charaeier of a country, end its reaonrees m gram and 
water, is that of the Gwalnha, or cattle graiiers, and shepherds. 
I understand that Shawl and the country between Qnettab 
and Elbelat ahotuids m cattle and sheep It may be m your 
power, therefore, to aecoro the semces of some intelbgtmt 
shepherds and herdsmen famflisr with the country regarding 
which informatKm u required- It would be worth while to 
pay them wcD They could not only furnish details with 
which they are already seqaamted, but, from being able to 
wander about without any sospiaon attaching to them, would 
be enabled to coTleet fresh mtelhgenee on raeh pomts as pa 
consider admible. The information they supply may be 
caally tested by employing three, four, or as many as pu 
consider admable, at different tunes, and unknown to each 
other, on the same duty. 

Although I hare applied to you for information on certain 
pomts specified, I shall feel exceedingly grateful for any 
ilrtwHi or intdligcnec relating to Shawl and the neigbbounng 
conntnes with which you may bo so kind as to furnish me. 

I hare cren asked whether pur brigade woa/d be a strong 
enough force to more against Kbdat, and am actuoDy ignorant 
of the number of reylneafs which compose it, nor can I 
ascertom that point from any one here, ffbe only way m 
which I can proc u re any mformatioo to be rdied on regard- 
ing the country bepnd the Tasi, is through yourwlf and 
Coptam Bean, and I cm m hopes that j-ou will cooaidcr tha 
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a sufficient npolog}' for my aslcing you to take so much 
trouble. 

The country between this and Dadur is impassable to 
camclsj owing to the inundations having commenced. The 
‘BeloochceSj in various quarters, arc still roaming about in 
search of plunder, and they must be left to do so until the 
season admits of troops taking the field. The root of the 
evil, the Khan of Khclat, must be struck at first. 

Believe me. 

My dear Sir, 

Yours very faithfully, 

Ross Bell. 

To Major-Gcucral Kott, &c., &c. 

There was enough in this communication to warrant 
an expectation that to General Nott would be entrusted 
the dut}' of deposing the Khan of Khelat. He imme- 
diately imparted to Mr. Ross Bell all the information in 
his power ; and, although the number of troops under 
his command had been recently diminished by the 
%vithdrawal of his favourite regiment (the 43rd N.I.) 
and some of the horse, he nevertheless believed that 
he was sufficiently strong for the contemplated move- 
ment. 

Having received information w'hich led him to think 
the fortress was stronger than had been alleged by the 
pobtical officers,' he caused it to be secretly measured ; 
he ascertained the capabihty of the roads for the trans- 
port of the artillery at his disposal, and computed the 
possibihty of capturing the place with the force at his 
disposal. Still, he cherished very little hope that the 
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du^ of chastising Mehjnb Khnn would be left to him 
Ho conjectured that Sir John Keane would reserve the 
gloiy and advantage of that task for some Queen's 
General — and the event proved that ha anticipation 
was " not without wit and judgment” 

How the army under Sur John Keane got through 
the Kojuck Pass and possessed itsejf of Candahar as 
the Barukzye chieftains fled m afiright , how Sir John 
subsequently earned the fortress of Ghuzni by a coup / 
do TTinm, suggested by an able Bengal Engineer, Captam 
Thomson, as the only means of taking a strong place 
in the absence of si^isgnns, which Keane had nn- 
accountably left behind , and how the worthless puppet 
Shah Soojah, was placed upon the throne at Canbnl, 
whilo the Bntish flag fluttered on the ramparts of the 
citadel, the guns ipat forth salm of success, and the 
people shouted to order — for hatred was in their hearts 
— has long been matter of history Recorded by a 
hundred pena, and published m a hundred forms, the 
easy conquest has been regarded os the first chapter of a 
talc whoso sequel was unparalleled in its black and melan- 
choly features. 

And now camo the fulfilment of Nott’s prediction 
respecting Khclat Enthroned at Caubul, Shah Soojah 
was no longer supposed to need the presence of so largo 
n force , indeed, bcEcving m the firmness of ha footing, 
ho dishked its presence as much os tho Affghons dis- 
rdislicd tlic prospect of its maintenance. Tho Envoj, 
thertfore, inliraatcd to Sir John Keani tliat a 
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cnnsidrrnhlc portion of llio nriny miglit retire to 
Hindostun at ona* ; and Sir John gladly enough took 
the opportunity of removing himself, with a large 
escort, through the KhvhiT Pass and (lie Punjaul), 
while Major-General Willshire, was directed by him to 
return by way of Candaliar and Seinde, caJl'nig nf 
Kliclai cn route, to punish ^frhrnb Khan ! 

Tn the meanwhile, however, Nott had continued his 
armngements for a sudden move on Khelat, and had 
kept \ip an active correspondence with Mr. Ross liell, 
from whose confidential letters it is evident that Nott’s 
views were deemed correct, and that, in the opinion of 
the ])olititMl odieer.s, Sir John Keane was by no means 
a pattern of military skill. Writing from Sukkur on 
the 2nd of August, !Mr. Pell says: 

The view taken by you of the course which should l)c 
followed, uotwithstaudiug your reduced force, is exactly 
what 1 anticipated, and I have not a doubt ns to the inovc- 
inent on Khelat being completely successful under 3 mur 
guidance. The troops in Upper Sciude will be able to 
co-operate with you by occupying Cutchcc, which is flic most 
fertile and valuable province in the possession of Mehrab 
Khan, and stretches the whole way from Ijarkhana to 
Dadur. This will prevent any assistance from being ren- 
dered to Mehrab Khan, in his hour of need, by the 
Doorakces, Jakruncc.s, Eoogtccs and klurrccs, who arc the 
most powerful tribes of Bcloochecs on this side of the lulls, 
and have been always staunch in their allegiance to the 
Khan of Khelat. Tliey have also been our most bitter 
enemies throughout, and measures uill be taken to chastise 
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them •ercrdy « *000 m the wmten of maadaticm rebre 
and leave their cemntry accessible to troops. 

It u vwy much to be regretted that Sir J, Kra n" has 
dnnnuihed yonr force to sneh an extent. I may be TOmg 
m recording my opmioHj but I cannot help obsemng that 
hii plan of operations has been injadiaous throughout Hts 
hasty advance might have been forgiven, had he left a 
secure base of opcrationi behind him, and had his Com- 
misaanat airangementa and meana of keeping ha commmu- 
cationa been complete. But why he should have neglected 
hia rear and cverythmg dse m order to show a front, 
which, m consequence of the want of carnage and tupphea, 
IS rendered mefllgent by its very nnmberi^ I confess appears 
to me utterly unintelligible. The brigade m Upper Scindo 
is quite inefBaent, and I wish beartOy that Sir J Keane 
had etther taken it with him, or sent it back to Bombay, 
from whence it came. Our poaibon m this country at the 
present moment a peoiharly delicate, and Brigadier Gordon, 
who commands the troops, u domg e v ery t hing m his power 
to embrefl himself with the Chie& and their subjects. He 
has, m a public letter to me, declared that " martial law, 
and martial law alone, should be the ruling order^ m thla 
country, and has threatened mo with tho bayonet if I oppose 
hm\ 

I can only say that I hope tho movement on Khelat 
may be made before Sir J. Keane returns to mar any 
wcD-laid plan of yours. 

In an swe r to his rccoimncndation that Mchrob Khan 
should bo proceeded against without delay, the Govimor- 
Gcncrnl directed n suspension of opmitioiis until further 
coraraunication could bo had with the Envoj and Sir 
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John Kcnnn. It was not enough that all the possible 
consequences of delay in communicating with the 
Government, then some Inindrcds of miles distant, 
sliould i)e encountered ; further proemstinations, and a 
needless deference to oflicers who liad already demon- 
stnit<‘d incapacity for a great enterprise, were to be 
endured. On this point, a certain Political wrote 
vehemently, and barbed his pen with not unmerited 
satire. 


Cnmj) Siikkiir, .Sept. .'tO, 1S39. 

iMv nr.AU Sir, 

Many tbaiiks for your letter of the Ofh instant, which 
contains infornintion of so nuich interest anti importance, 
that 1 have fonvartlotl a copy of it ])rivntcly to Lord 
Aucldand. I hope yon will forgive me for having taken 
this liberty; my object in doing so, was to show clearly 
at hctid-quartcrs the great value of time at the present 
moment. I have been inculcating the same doctrine for 
months past, but unsuccessfully, owing to its hanng been 
considered ncccssar)' to wait for further enunciations from 
I\Ir. ^lacuaghtcn and Sir J. Keane, and you have no doubt 
remarked, ere this, the demon of procrastination which 
presides at their Council Board. 

It is really most vexatious that an expedition, which must 
be carried through, should have been postponed so long 
that still further delay, invohing great additional expen- 
diture, will probably become nceessary. It w'ould be out 
of the question to move troops in Khclat after the setting in 
of the snow; Mehrab IGian could, in wunter,. oppose a 
most effectual, although passive, resistance, by evacuating 
the place, and withdrawing the inhabitants. I do not even 
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see how yoa were to get through the printer in ShawL 
I cannot send yon. any cameli or mppliet. The whole qf 
the eariape m Upper Semde has been taken np to cany 
rtoret to the Bombay army, now on its way back vi4 
Candahar, and the brigade hero is once more left without 
0 tinple cameL This, too, at a fame when onr ananpements 
had been actually completed for its taking the field in 
Cntchee. I have laid two plans before Lord Anckland : 

1. Should the arrangements of Sir J. Keane inTolvc 
the return of your brigade to Bengal, that the occupation of 
Cntchee, and the pumshroent of the western Belooch 
tribes should be entrusted to yon ; and, 

2c Should you retain eommsnd of the troops in 
Shawl, Moostong, and Candahar, that the occupation of 
Kbelat and the naghbounog country be left, of course, to 
yOQ, and the re t ur n of the Bombay troops under General 
'Wfilihire be taken adtantage of to seUlt tbe a&in of 
Gatcheo, and suppress tbe turbulent Beloochces. 

I can form no opinion as to wbich, or indeed whctbcr 
either, of these plans will be adopted. The plan of the 
campaign has been so confoaed and nnintelligiblo throughout, 
that the uniformity of it would ho broken by anything 
approaching to a systematic or economical arraugement 
The hero of Ghurni, too, is on his wny to Simlab, where 
his sagacity and foresight may be consulted ts to the 
thcapcit and most judicious mode of conducting further 
<3pcrmt«>us. K new shield should ho piren him by our 
most gracious Sorercign. An empty grain bag, table, parted 
and quartered with adbres, gules, end a treasure chest, or, 
m pale, with two dead cameU, passant couchont, for 
supporters. Crest, a cornucopia, with the motto : O 

JortunaiMot nnlttm me conduce would comtnemornto 

the cipknli and generalship of the conqncTor of CaubuL 



OF SIR \VILUx\M NOTT. 


145 


The jirospcct of a winter at Qucttali, under the privations 
tested by yon, is certainly a melancholy one, and the 
sepoys will be hard sntTerers. It is impossible for mo to 
assist yon with gmin or suj)plics of any kind until the 
arrival here of the Bombay troops, or until the convoy, 
about to start, shall return. "When that will be, I can 
form no conjecture, but am afraid, if will be too late to 
admit of its making a second trip to Qnettah during the 
winter. 

However congenial to Nott’s feelings the confidence 
and the satire which pervade the foregoing may have 
been, they conveyed no balm to the wound he was 
now to receive in the realization of his worst fears. 
An official letter, dated Camp near Caubul, Septem- 
ber 18th, reached him on the 13th of October. Tt 
announced that to Major-General Willshirc was en- 
trusted the conduct of any military operations which 
might become ncccssar}' for the deposition of Melu-ab 
Khan ; and that he (Nott) was to hold the troops in 
readiness to be placed under WilJshire’s orders, and 
either to accompany the force from that station in 
support of the operations against Khelat, or be subject 
to any call for their services which Willshire might 
deem it necessary to make subsequently ! This was 
enough to break a spiiit already much subdued by 
domestic affliction.* The forewarning derived from a 

* At Qucttali llic news readied Major-General Nott, of tlie death of 
bis son-in-law, and the eonscquently, as he then supposed, desolate con- 
dition of his daughter Maria. 
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knowledge of Keane's character, and the suipidou* 
withdrawal of the 43rd Raiment, scarcely fore-anned 
hun He was shocked and hurt beyond measure, and 
it was expected by aU around him that he would 
straightway have resigned To have been left behind 
and thus to have missed sharing in the capture of 
Ghuxni was a heavy blow,* but this was " th’ un- 
kmdest cot of alL’ The calm, however, which Nott 
had enjoyed dunng his encampment at Quettah bad 
had a powerful influence upon hia mind Ho had 
attained a degree of serenity for which he conid not 
account Perhaps his severe illness and the religious 
fodings which it had aroused, may have been the 
unconscious authors of the olterabOD m lus tempera- 
meat, for now, when a crisis might have been 
expected, he resolved to comport hirosclf with dignity 
and maintain the principles of obedience by which 
his mihtary career hnd always been governed ond 
animated. Restraining bis mdignntion, or reservrag 
It for explosion m bis pnvate letters, ho at once 
wrote to the AdjutonUGcncral, Major Craigic, who 
was with Su John Keane 

^ “1 fete jnat paid one Irandrfd and tlirce nip*« lor tbe LUle 
Qnwi** commm wTH J sludl feti iDctmcd to rctoni it to hft If itipj 
win not do me justice liCTt. JasUce t tow can they f Hirj cannot 
wmjwmalo me foe not bdng pment «t GtnniL IseTtr min d, If I 
hTe.IaiU, M hclsott sold, hate » CaMte of mj own sotac daj ' 
Lrilfr (• ht dnfii,y JtjtUiO IS39 



OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. H7 

Camp in Rliawl, Ooloberll, 1S30. 


Sir, 

I Lave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, Ko. 898, of the 18th ultimo, and which appears to 
have been fonvarded to me through Captain Bean, enclosing 
to me an extract from a joint despatch addressed hy the 
Commandcr-in-Cliiof, and the Envoy and i\Iinister at the 
Court of Ilis Majesty Shah Soojah Ool Moollc, to j\Iajor- 
Gcneral 'Willshirc, C.B., directing me so comjdy with that 
officer’s requisition for troops from Q.ucttah, should ho 
require them in operations ag;iinst the Cliicf of Khclal. To 
this order for troops, strict attention shall be paid, and also 
every other assistance I can aflbrd from Shawl for the fur- 
therance of the public service alluded to in your letter. 

But I must distinctly state to you, for tl)c information 
of llis Excellency the Commandcr-in-Cliicf of the Army of 
the Indus, that by virtue of the j\Iajor-Gcncral’s commission 
most graciously conferred upon me by Her i\Iajcsty, and 
by directions from the Court of Directors, bearing date the 
19th of December, 1837, ns published in General Orders 
to the Indian army by the Supreme Government under date 
the 9th of !March, 1838, I conceive myself to be senior to 
local ]\Iajor-Gcneral "Willshirc, and therefore can obey no 
orders originating with that officer, nor can I serve under 
him. 

I have stated this because the wording of the last para- 
graph of the joint despatch now acknowledged, creates a 
doubt in my mind as to its real meaning. 

His Excellency’s order, directing me to furnish such 
troops as may be required from Shawl, is perfectly clear, and 
of course shall be iraphcitly complied with. 


L 2 


To Major Craigie, 

Deputy Adjutaul-Gencral, Caubnl. 
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In miUng this firm, but tempenite letter, Nott 
felt that he was discbargiog a duty to the Indian 
army He honestly conceived that he was not bound 
to obey a “ Fane Major-General,” and ho imagined 
this direct avowal of hia aentunents would hrmg the 
question to an issue. Pleasantly spealemg of tho 
matter to the bved depositories of oil tho secrets 
of his heart, he says “This is bnnging the affair 
to a teat, and they must do somethmg I fency m 
the nineteenth century they cannot cut my throat, but 
they may take away my command. Well, os tho poor 
idiot who used to go about tho streets of Caennarthen 
Kud, ‘ May God send no greater Iosr V ” Colonel 
Stacy, an old fnend, who was then cotnmandmg at 
Cnodahar, fully shared the indignation whidi Kcano*8 
exdusion of Nott had caused in the hearts of tho 
Company's officers, and bo further did justico to Nott's 
diaractcr m ontiapating a rnlm result 

It 1 * evident to me, that 8ir John Keane would mate 
great aacnficca to mjarc you, or be would never htN'c giren 
up the honour of taking KbdaL He tbmka to make jTra 
commit youraelf by tbii infamous support of the shadow of a 
eommmion agamit the robstuice, 

lou can alone judge what u best to be done mfbc coming 
cnsis — the colUsion Sir J Keane eoutempUtes, Depend 
upon It, Htjor-Gcneral Willthirc hai bu lastmetions not 
to nllow the opportunity to pau, therefore consider, hkc 
Ulysiea, how to make the storm bunt ortr the agitator^s 
own head. What perfidy, to tell you (o your face, you 
could not say how toon yon might bo ordered against 
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Kliclatj wliilst he recoininciuls Govcninicnl to send Major- 
General AVillshirc, not only lo KU])crsedc you, hut to attempt 
to draw you into the committal of yourself by some word 
or deed in a moment of imtation on findin" your due given 
to n junior ! 

It is a severe trial, but I am sure you will not ullowjlhem 
to g;iiu any victor)- by the stratagem they have jdanned. 
The question, I thinlc, is, how can you avoid it? I need 
not say that I shall continue to give you the earliest in- 
formation of anything worth your knowing. 

To render unnecessary a recurrence to this affair in 
the chronologicid order of this hiography, insertion may 
here be given at once to the reply of tlic Governor- 
General to Sir John Keane, who had forwarded Nott’s 
protest against the authority of locjil Major-Generals. 

Cnnip Cliownioali, Pec. 5, 1S39, 

I do not think it necessary, with reference to my letter 
of September 30th, that Your Excellency should do more 
than state to i\Iajor-Gcncral Nott, that I conceive Your 
Excellency in the aj)poiutment of command, to him, and 
to j\Iaj or- General 'Willshirc, to have acted with perfect 
justice and pro])ricty. 

The conduct of IMajor-Gcncral Nott, in declaring that 
he can obey no orders of ]\fajor-General Willshire, has 
greatly shaken the opinion, which I was disposed to enter- 
tain of him, and I agree with Yom* Excellency, that the evil 
to the public sendee w-onld be great indeed, if every officer, 
in defiance of the instructions of his military superior, were 
to feel himself competent to iilace his own construction 
upon the orders of Government, and to act accordingly. 
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Your EicelltDcy will be plea«ed to convey to bim m inch 
tenna u may acorn to you to be sufficient, the expression 
of my diapleasure, and call upon him at onc^ other to 
declare hia readmeaa to aerro under inch local Major- 
Generals ai hold a commitmon senior to his, or to reaigii 
his command to the next senior officer, and to return to 
the Company’s provineca. 

To this Major-GcnemI Nott simply answered, that 
having received the dedsioD of the Govcmor-Gencnil 
os to his relative position with local Major-Gencmla, 
he could not for a moment heaitato in obeying his 
Lordship’s orders. Ho only regretted that it was not 
communicated to him at on earlier period. 

In this reply, Nott bowed to a necessity. Ho was 
so ontirdy resolved upon throwing up his command, 
that ho had actually begun to pack up for a return to 
Bengal, and had written to his family to proparo them 
for his visit, when, to his consternation, ho receives n 
communication from the Auditor-Goncml, directing 
him to refund tho sum of nine thoMtand rupees, 
which ho had dravsm as the aDowanco for commanding 
tlio Ist Division of tho Army of iho Indus ( Ho was 
gaDcd at tins — appealed against so iniquitous a rc- 
trcncfimcnt, but tor fho sake of his chiZtfrcn, submitted 
to all the mortification and loss wliich it involved, 

I told you, that lu the nineteenth ccntoiy, they would not 
dare to bang me, but they are not aihuned Ihu* meanly to 
rob mr. I am wirry for tbtt great bn* on yonr accoont, 
did it only toocb my»eU, 1 ahould lanpb in icoro. Thi% of 
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necessity, has put a stop to my immediately throwing up 

my command ; so, I was obliged to wi'ite to Lord A 

to say, that as Government had ordered me to obey Fane 
Major-Generals, I must do so, in the event of my serving 
with them, which j^et, I never will, if I can avoid it in 
any way. To refund this large sura, the Pay Department 
coolly propose to take possession of my six-months Batta 
donation, and to deduct 1500 rupees a-month from my 
pay bill, leaving me 500 rupees to wend my way with. 
This is, I must confess, a very disagreeable affaii-. You 
mtU perceive, that economy will he necessary. I will hve 
almost upon the wind, to pay this very honourable and just 
debt! They have done their worst; ray hones will not 
rest a hit the sooner in the tomb for their rascally conduct. 
I was fully entitled to every rupee of it, hut as they cannot 
cut my throat, they empty my pui’se ! They kindly offer 
me 2000 rupees out of nearly 10,000, if I will humbly 
ask for it. How much like the generous robber on the 
highway, who takes yoru' watch, yoiu precious ring from 
off your gentlemanly little finger, your purse of .^500, 
and then generously gives you 20 shillings from your own 
money, to carry you home. If I can possibly aiTange 
money matters, I will stdl quit this, and march for Calcutta. 
AYhy should I remain here ? as I never will, if I can possibly 
avoid it, serve under a Fane General, if fifty orders were 
to come from England. As to the officers of the Indian 
army, they are a set of helots, and bear kicks like asses. — 
Letter to the Misses Nott. 
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CHAPTER V 

1839 — 40 

TUB Amot rroa atd cirrumc o? iTOaT~i4TrTr>AirT-caicDrzL 
mit CixrBtix— iron at casuahab— rouncn*— tub omzis 
BBBEIU03— ciKAia AsuuMv'i orTBATioai— *CArTAi« jncouos 
—THE EXTBJTOon TO BJTiXfcT Mimni'-na TLtriDEB jtT iiuacB 
tmouBi rBorLE— TttErt irtnriiiDCEXT *t oesbul notr— toMW 

T0XDE3CB’~1EETUU TO CASDAHAB. 

As winter approached (1839), the condrtion of the 
troops at Quettah began to exato the roost Inxly 
apprehension in the mind of Major-General Nott. 
Forage had become so senreo m the volley, that he 
'VOS under the ncccssit) of sending the camels to a 
distance of twelve miles in order to procure their 
natural food , ond, to prevent their being captured, a 
guard was necessarily sent with them No material 
was to bo bod for the construction of huts to protect 
tho men from the foils of snow that might be expected , 
no straw for tlwir bedding was to be procured. Fire-* 
wood was sauTc — m foct, none was to be obtained 
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but what the people brought in from- a distance, for 
sale at extravagant prices. The shoes of the soldiery 
were fast wearing out, and there was none in store 
to replace them j no medicines were in the chest — no 
ammunition in the magazine. This last and somewhat 
necessary matenel of war had been forgotten by Sir 
John Keane. A supply had been given to the regiments 
at Shikarpore, but the greater part was expended on the 
march to Quettah, and many rounds were injured and 
rubbed in pouch. To add to the difficulty of getting 
through a winter in the valley, and effectually defending 
the position, the 31st and 42nd Regiments were now 
weakened by sickness, the consequence of the hardships 
they had endured in marcliing through the Pass. 

Under all these circumstances, General Nott addressed 
the Government of India, recommending that the regi- 
ments should either be returned to Hindostan, or 
furnished with clothing to enable them to proceed and 
vdnter at Candahar. His reason and apology for 
addressing the Government were, that Sir John Keane 
might perhaps have left the troops in Affghanistan 
under a junior officer, upon his return to India, without 
giving him precise instructions. But Sir John had not 
omitted this part of his duty. An order of the 9 th of 
October reached Nott, instructing him to mai’ch with 
half of his brigade to Candahar without delay. 

While the General was making preparations for his 
march, he was called upon by the Political Agent at 
Quettah, to act against Mehrab Khan, the chief of 
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Khelat The order of Sir John Keane, the letter of 
the GoTemment ttnctioning the employment of Afajor- 
General WHlshire^ and the fact of WHlahirc’s being 
mthin a few marches of Quettah, were a bar to a 
compliance with this appKcatioa. Nott urged, first, 
the orders; then the absurdity, on a military principle, 
of sending out a small detachment ; thirdly, the con- 
valescent state of the two native regiments ; and lastly, 
the “ indehcat^” of assuming a command which superior 
authority had delegated to another. 

Major-General Wnishire reached Quettah on the 3Iat 
of October, five days previons to which Nott marched 
to Candohar. Willshire found the coirntry, as Nott 
had desaibed it, perfectly denuded of forage, and was 
therefore obliged to send hU cavalry and a large portion 
of his artillery to Cutch Gundava. With the residno 
of the force which he had brought with him from 
Caulml (the 2nd Queen’s Rcrpds, I7tb Foot, six guns, 
tworissalahs of Local Horse), and the 81st Regiment of 
Ccngnl Native Infantry, ho advanced to Khelat, attacked 
the fortress, and carried it in spite of the desperate 
rcsistanco of the ganiton. hlchrab Khan and many of 
his Chiefs fell sword in hand. The troops under General 
^^^llshire displa)cd great gaBantry, and a considerable 
amount of priic booty feD into their liands.* 

In the despatch of Major-General WTIUlurc descriptive 

• \\TlUtIrt rcct i red tot lua *cmcrt oa tkn 

tbc JtUbrtloo of K C IL, utd tmo; oflltTfa c<tfr«iic dj-'tk 
pmlird ud rr« uJ f tL 
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of liis march towards Khelat and subsequent operations, 
a paragraph occurs which is deserving of such farther 
publicity as these pages may give, because it acknow- 
ledges the merit of a Company’s officer in a line of 
military duty rai’ely treated with sufficient consideration 
in a General’s despatches, and because also it was, 
strangely enough, omitted in the copy of the letter 
sent to the Horse Guards. The officer to whom 
reference is here made, is the present Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ned Campbell, of the Bombay army, who, 
at the time was the acting Quartermaster-General of 
the army. 

“ It is with much pleasure,” writes General Willshire, 
“ I take this opportunity of acknowledging my obligations 
to Major Campbell for relieving me from the necessity 
of returning by the route by which the army advanced to 
Caubul, which, being entfrely exhausted, must have 
subjected the troops to great privations and the horses 
to absolute staiwation ; the Quartermaster-General took 
upon himself the responsibility of leading my column 
through the heart of the Ghilzie and Koohal countries, 
never hitherto traversed by Europeans, by which our 
route was considerably shortened, a sufficiency obtained, 
and great additions made to our geographical knowledge 
of the country, besides great political advantages obtained 
in peaceably settling those districts.” 

The rewards conferred upon the members of our 
military services have, almost invariably, exclusive 
reference to theii' conduct in the field. It is seldom 
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that distinction readies the man ^those chief merit 
lies in a judidous and timdy application of his Bcicnti6o 
knoveledge. Thus has it fared with lieutonant-Ckilond 
CompbelL Had he been accidentally vroundod at the 
head of a stonning-party, the casualty would hare 
been marked with the Companionship of the Bath: 
his goographical attainment, which saved lives and 
secured pohtical advantages, remains to this hour 
unrequited, 

Nott’s march to Candahar formed a strikmg contrast 
to the disorderly and miscmhle movements of his predo- 
ccssora through the same difficult lino of country. From 
the southern foot of the Kojuck Pass, he write* : 

I niArched from Qoctuh on the 2Gth ultiino, and 
yetterday cros>ed the famous Kojock Pus, where eh the 
previous columns Buffered so much from the difficulty of 
getting over the mountains (which sre really •tmrhj perpen- 
dicular), and from the moontam maraudert j and where they 
all lost much pubhc property I hive been lucky. I hare 
only lost four bags of gnuu, and did not flro a shot, 
1 am obliged to halt at tho foot of ^he Pass, to refresh 
both men and camels, We marched at daylight yesterday 
mommg, and did not get to our ground before evening ; but 
the mountain-brrcie was dcbgblful. I walked almost tho 
whole way, and on the previous day^s march I did not 
mount my horse at all, but walked the whole wa}, and was 
the only officer who did so 

I bai'e not received an answer from Goremmcnl to letters 
from Quettah, and know nut whether I shall be ordered 
bock. They shall not degrade nn., and the army lu mj 
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person, wltlioiit my protesting against it to the last. If the 
array would take my advice, and send a little letter, of one 
little paragraph to England, they would have a Commander- 
in-Chief from their own army before six months, and 
therefore an end to their degradation. When I reflect upon 
your probable situation in the event of my not- living to see 
you again, beheve me, I feel the keenest misery. It renders 
me unhappy by day, and deprives me of rest at night, and I 
cannot throw the heavy weight from off my mind. I often 
attempt to mite, on this subject; but I cannot, and in fact, 
what could I say or do ? Yet when I reckon the years that 
I have lived, and look at my snow-white head, and think of 
the uncertainty of life, especially a military life in a country 
like this, as you may well suppose, my feelings are any- 
thing but pleasant. I always thought that your dear mother 
would have been here many, many years after my frail body 
had become dust, but Providence has otherwise ordained, 
and I have only to pray that God may watch over and 
protect you. 

Nott reached Candahar on the 1 3th of November. 
All the officers of the garrison went out two miles to 
meet him, a mark of attention which he ascribed to the 
persecutions he had suffered at the hands of General 
Keane. A week afterwards he describes his new 
quarters. 

Here I am, in a house for the first time during the last 
thirteen months. It is an upper roomed one, and belongs 
to His Majesty. My friend. Sir J. Keane, had sent an 
order from Caubul, directing this house to be appropriated 
for the Commissariat treasurj^, I suspect, merely to prevent 
my getting it ; however, the house is in the citadel, and as 
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I command the gmuon, I wt Sir John*! order ande, and 
declared to the foncticraanca, that I wmld have it, in ipite 
of Sir J Kcano'i order. I accordingly ordered it to be 
vacated, and I am now writing to yon. fimm a anng comer- 
room, nprtair*. 

Thu It a large and very filthy aty, contammg abont 
80,000 inhahitanta. There u one itrect, quite throngh the 
city, which u tome fifty or nxty feet hroad ; all others arc 
narrow. The crowd u ao great, that a man ha* ■omc 
difficulty in makmg hu way, and the Affighan* think nothing 
of elbowmg a man out of tAeir way. They know me already, 
and they coolly lay hold of myhorte’abndlojandttop meto 
decide their dupntei I Dcver go ont here withont being 
attended by four or m trooper*, and all my orderhea. liVni 
thu aotufy yonr fears, Mu* CbtrloUe, for my prmon* life T 
Well, but apeakiDg of life, it u indeed a precanoos land of 
thing Ton know how in my late letter* I have been 
eiultiDg m my good health , yet the day before yeaterday, 
I wa* Buddenly taken very ill mdeed j flrtt with a giddine*a, 
then with a dreac^fal «hiTenng fit and acmciating panu, 
and then vnth great aiekne** I sent for Dr. Walker, a 
very clerer fellow, more *o than any one I have ever met 
with of hi* trade, and I am now gvUe well. Bat, my dear 
children, life u alway* uncertam, particnlarly ao at my agej 
but the wiU of Prondenee be done. 

The General was scared) installed in hi* new 
command before be narrowly inspected the “ Army of 
Candahar ” His impressions of tho incompctcncy of 
the force winch lie had at Quettah to capture Khrlat, 
had been confirmed by the slubbumness of the resbt- 
ance which WiUdure’s laiper and much more cfTinenl 
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brigade had experienced, and he was detennined that 
the authorities in the north should not labour under 
the belief that he was commanding an effective body 
of men at Candahai*, when he felt tolerably persuaded 
that from sickness and indiscipline, it was nearly effete. 
To Mr. Macnaghten, the Envoy and Minister at the 
Court of Shah Soojah, he accordingly wrote. 

I believe you are aware of the number of troops stationed 
at this place, yet I think it proper to note the following cu-- 
cumstances. The 42nd and 43rd Bengal Infantry are the 
only regular regiments at Candahar, and the former corps 
is still vei-y sickly ; but I am happy to say that the men 
have been gradually leaving the hospital from the date of the 
march of the regiments from Quettah. 

Captain Garbett’s company of foot artillery is here, but 
without a field-battery ; they appear to have been left in 
charge of the battering-train — but there are no cattle to 
move these guns in the event of their being requhed. 

His Majesty^s 2nd Cavalry and 6th Regiment of Infantry 
are, from great sickness, quite inefficient and incapable of 
taking the common duties of the garrison. 

His Majesty’s 2nd Regiment of Infantry, under Captain 
Macan, marched from Candahar previous to my arrival, 
taking with them two guns from Captain Anderson’s troop 
of horse artillery, thus leaving the force with only four field 
6-pounder guns. 

I am not sufficiently acquainted with the state of the 
suiTOunding country, or the feehngs of the people, to enable 
me to form a coiTect judgment of the force it would be 
desirable and necessary to have at this station ; but I have 
seen sufficient to induce me to regret that the 31st Bengal 
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In&ntry, and Lxentenant Cooper^* hortc artillery, were not 
directed to tnareh to tLu city, they arc mott certainly not 
reqmred m Shawl, e*p«aally aa His Majesty's 1st Eegimcnt 
of Infantry, and the Bolan Ranger*, are statwued in that 
province. 

In the event of any occurrence here, cither within or 
without the walls, I should not have more than 1400 or 
1600 men ovaflahle. Yon know the extent of the city 
and its population, and roost bo mneh better aeqnninted 
with the state and fcelinga of the country than I can 
postibly be. I am told that the inhabitants are peaceably 
inchncd , this may possibly bo the case, and should there bo 
no reaction or etcitemcnt from their former Sinlsr* the force 
here may be infficicDt, notwithstanding the present total in 
cffiocncy of Ills Majesty's regiments 

Should yon think it desirable, I can see no impediment 
to the march of the SUt Bengal lofsntry,* and Gooper'a 
horse artilkry from Qaettab, to this aty, at any time before 
the 1st of January next, proMded thmr cattle hare not Ixm 
cnpplcd by thor march upon Kbelst 

And ogtun, on the 3rd of December, 1839 

I have the honour to acquaint you that I have inipcctctl 
the 2nd Regiment of Csvaliy, of llis hlajei^s army, under 
the command of Mr 11 alter 

I think it my datj' to seqaamt yoa that the TVgiweTit 
quite inefBoent The luajonty of the men are of that des- 
cription which anures me they ncrer can be brought to any 
se meeahlc state. It may be pomblc to select 250 or 300 
men who m time may be rendered fit for the dalj of 
Irregular cavalry Out of srren hundred eni frt hortet 1 
coocerTC that there are not at prevent more than fifty fit for 
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nnv Icind of tlutv, niul not more tliiiii about two hundred 
tlint ever can, even if they were well fed, become cfRcicnt 
for the service. There arc about cijrhlv dismounted men who 
arc without the means of purchasing horses. 

Ix)oking to the great expense which must be incurred by 
heeping up this corps, and being decidedly of opinion that 
the regiment never can be of any service to the state, I 
would stronglv recommend that it should be ordered to 
return to Ilindostan, and be disbanded ; or that 300 of the 
best of the men and horses should be selected, and the re- 
mainder sent bach and discharged. 

I have also inspected Captain Anderson’s troop of Ilis 
a\Iajcsty’s horse artillery, and I found it in every particular 
in the best possible order; this trooj), and the troop under 
Lieutenant Cooper, now in Shawl, would do credit to any 
army. 

No particular notice seems to have been taken of 
thc.se representations. The authorities at Caubul had 
their hands full. Shah Soojah’s throne was not destined 
to prove a bed of roses. The supporters of Dost 
Mahomed in the Hindoo Kosh, the perseverance of 
Russian intrigue, and the advance of a Russian army 
towards Khiva, added to the active hostility of the 
Affghan Chiefs, who wei’e averse to the new order of 
things, kept the Head-Quarter force continually on the 
alert. 

Nott, therefore, contented himself with taking steps 
to improve the health and the discipline of the force 
at his disposal, and to restore order and confidence 
among the peasantry of Lower Afighanistan. He 

VOL. I. M 
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could not, however, escape the nvdsanco of a young 
“ political” coUcttgne. A Major Iicedi was oppointcd 
to look after the native chieftains, and to control the 
opemtions of the General,* and for two or three 
months affair* proceeded smoothly enough, though it 
wna quite apparent to General Nott that much dis- 

• B(hdc notiDii m*j be gUhertd ot Ibe Tincuu dutia ’wbicli jxditk*! 

officer* wre expected to perform hi Indn from t}io fcdicunng letter, 
addrcMcd bj ilr Eon Bell to Qcneiti Nott, in Jnlj 1S30, »ben It xtx 
detercri Tried to btre one of tlie*© l^bnds ftt I)ndQr It ^iD appear Ihet 
they UB expected to be d^vh or po■t^na*teIl, gnln »ai 

political tiegattttonk 

* nje dntic* to be performed by the officer ytm may depute to 
Dador to offioate m FolUicnl AsaoUnl tbm ustd rthered by lieu 
tesaiii IHmUu, tru lint, to pltce tbe dawi betrm Bagh tbo 
oortbora erat of the Bobui pku on tbe tatoe footing &s bo been 
smnged by Ceptam Beau oq tbe mde of Stovl } tad, tecondly, to 
indooe tbe tribe* nbo Inhabil (he country between Dadnr tnd Kirta, (o 
place tbeaoelra nmief the prerfertfan, tad cuter the terrke ot the 
BritUb Goremmeot. 

" It win be of great tdnnt^ that the officer deputed by you, before 
p reo e e dgis to Dadar, tbould ptico himieU in eoBnnunictrton with, md 
Tecure kdrlco from CapUm Bean, by whom nnuidcnble p mgrw has 
been niade In concfliatfng the mountain tribe*, t am desmnu also that 
be abould (whBe at Dadnr) comspoud with Captain Bean, and co- 
operate with him in bB arru^^menls made with the Boiire Chiefs, and 
tor temring the dawk commuaicatwo throogh the Pass 

“ Ajxjther doty to be pctforiDed by the ofirer, wbotn you mtt depute 
to Dadar, n that of coUectb^ aupjdica of gmn from the neigthooniie 
country Tbe object in estabCahicg a depot at DiJaf is to supply the 
troops onJfT jour eoeomand at a ebruper rale tian can be doee from 
the proTBJccs of Shawl and llomtana, and to hare promts in rrmb 
TiM for a strOBj «ictaehmci,t which wiD march fmn bmec eorij la 
October fi*r the purpo-c of o*^opjing the proricrc of CuleLrc “ 
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content prevailed among the chieftains, who had become 
attached to the rule of Dost Mahomed. The snow in 
and about Candahar falls heawly; this, while it inter- 
rupted communication behveen the different tovms held 
by the British ti-oops and those of Shah Soojah, kept 
the mountain tribes in check, and gave to the General 
improved health and elasticit}^ of spirits. He writes 
very cheeifuUy on the 1st of Febmar}^, 1840. 

Cniulnhar, Feb. 1, ISdO. 

My dear CniLDREY, 

The last letter I received from you vas of the 17th of 
December. I fear that the dawks, if we get any, will be very 
irregular, and mueh delayed; the road' between Candahar 
and Caubul is completely blocked up by snow. I believe 
the road vid Shawl and the Bolan Pass may be passable still, 
with some difficulty b}’’ the dawk cossids, but we have had no 
post for some days. The day after I last wrote to you, we 
had a fall of snow here, which was succeeded by a most 
hiiing frost for several days. To-day we have had another 
fall of snow. I have had all my doors shut, and am now 
writing in a small room, with a large fire close on my left 
hand, and a small glass-door, which I had made on my 
arrival here, on my right, and I can assure you when I look 
out at the snow falling, I fancy myself very snug. It is 
cold for the Hindostanec servants; I give them aU plenty 
of firewood to keep them alive ; but it is a very dear 
article at this place. I expended forty maunds last month. 
I must confess that during the last ten days I have enjoyed 
this chmate greatly ; for although the frost has been severe, 
it is so difierent from the moist, foggy atmosphere of 
England, a fine clear sky, and such a bracing breeze, with 
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B bngtt tun, which, though you don’t fal heat from it, 
renders everything dehghtfo] 'Par the }ut aght dtyt 1 
have been three or four boon e*ch day on honebect, gal* 
loptng in cveiy direction, Blirayi at fall tpeed, wrapped up 
m my largo military cloth* I can tatiiro yon it it no jolc 
for the orderly troopers who foDow me in my raiublet* I 
tm delighted with my biy hone, ho ii to spirited that 
he tomebmea troubled me during our march to the Indus, 
but we now understand each other, and my voice is loffiaeut 
to mahe him behave properly I have only once mounted 
the grey Arab since mv amval at Candthar, hot he is 
a great favonnte, and what I call a good ifand-^ in the 
event of hard work coming This, though tomewhot simiUr, 
IS really a much flnex eluuaie than England. Here wo go to 
ptnde after breakfast, instead of the barbarous hour usual 
m Umdostaa. Yesterday I had four regimcnU out at 
exercise, We did not commence before tan o’clock, and 
although I galloped for half an hour across the plain of 
Cendabar, before the parade was ready* and a great deal 
during the movements of the troops, for upwards of two 
hours, I still remained cold. 

A* tho Bcawn opens, the beauties of Daturo m tlie 
vullty of Candohar expand before the o^es of the old 
soldier, m whom the charms of a countr} hfc had never 
been extinguished. 

I went this evening to take a walk m a garden which 
belonged to the late Chiefs of Caudahar, and on which very 
large sums of money must have been cipended. It wa< the 
first time 1 ever wished you in this country Tbi^ garden it 
about a mile round I will not attempt to describe ii j 
it turpaisca cvcfythmg of the kind 1 could po^uhly bare 
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imagined : tlic tlionsands and thousands of fruit-trees^ all in 
full blossom, the apple, the pear, the plum, the apricot, 
various kinds of grapes, peaches, and a hundred other fruits, 
astonished me. Sueh a garden alone would be a handsome 
fortune in England. Tlien the flowers and the ten thousand 
rose-trees ! It was a most enehanting scene. 

Of the natui'e of Nott’s frank intercourse with the 
people, we have a glimpse in the annexed paragraph of 
a letter of April, 1840. 

I like the people, in spite of all that has been said of 
them. True, the poorest man you ean meet places himself 
perfectly on a par nnth you; but though free and bold 
in their remarks, there is no want of respect; so different 
from the mean, cringing people of Bengal. I go into their 
villages and their gardens for ten miles around, and I always 
find the people veiy civil. Last evening, I passed through 
five or six villages, aud people came mnning up to me with 
bunches of flowers, and if I merely took them into my 
hand, they appeared to be gratified. They are a warm and 
passionate people; but then they are so thoroughly good- 
tempered, and always cheerful. I must say that I like them; 
and if I were some years younger, and without the family 
motives for returning which I have, I should feel no 
objection to taking up my abode among them for good. 
I cannot believe that they have ever behaved ill to our 
officers, or to any of oui' people, unless where they were first 
injured or insulted. I have at this moment near 6,000 
troops, and I dare say double that number of Hindostanee 
camp-followers in the garrison and city of Candahar, and of 
course among so many (there are full 70,000 inhabitants in 
the city) there must be some daily disputes and frequent com- 
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plflinti ; bat on mvettigation, I haye never once fonnd th 
Affgbsnintbe wrong, and am conatantly obliged to pnnub th 
Hmdiptanec, nor have I era* yet found an Affgban teDin 
im nntrnth, whereas the Hindoetanee appcan >Tedded t 
fal»chood "nie Affghans bringing in the produce of th 
country for sale, never eah but one price, and will not talc 
leai, the cnnging Hindoo mil not understand this, an 
thus diaputea anae , but a mere child may go into th 
morket, or a ahop, and bnug niray any article, just e« chet] 
as the moat keen and knowmg grown up pereou could do 

The some cheerful apint and gtneroua doposition an 
upporent ID later lettcre, and circumstance* occurred ti 
render existeoco more tolerable. LMe m April, Not 
received a GorenimoDt order for tho dimion oDowano 
of which he hod erroDcoualy ond ilhbeniDy been mulcted 
The repayment of four thousand rupees formed, ns h< 
expressed it, tho nest-egg of a little purse for hr 
ch3dren, and enabled him to add to his own comfort 
He placed glazed doors and windows m hi« house, one 
suspended a Bengal punkah — tho first errer seen ir 
Candahar — in tlie largest room. 

In tho beginning of April, 1840, Major Leech, 
tho Political Agent at CoBdahar, discovered that the 
Ghflno Chiefs, who ■wero routed m the previous ycai 
by Captmn Outram, and fled to Sultan blahomed Khan, 
had now returned to, and rc-occupicd their forts, and 
nu&cd the standard of rcbcflion His report to this effect 
reaching the Envoy nl Caubul, Sir Wflloughb) Cotton, 
who had succeeded to tho command of the forces in 


OF SIR WILLLVM NOTT. 


167 


Affghanistan, on the departure of Sir John Keane, 
wrote privately to Nott for further information. The 
letter of Sir Willoughby, which displays a good deal of 
the honhommie of his character,^' is curiously' illustra- 
tive of the Russo-phohia which afflicted all orders of 
men at this time. Soldiers who had marched from 
India, through the inhospitable defiles of Affghanistan, 
were disinclined to relinquish the idea of finding a foe- 
man “ worthy of their steel.” 


(Piivate aud Coufidcntial.) 


Camp at .TcUallabad, 
Aprd U, 1840. 


My dear General, 

I purpose breaking up the cantonment here on the 
20tli, and moving the different coips from hence as follows : 
Head-quarters and one squadron of cavalry (2nd Regiment), 
and the two companies of the 27th, on the 20th. 

The 2nd N.I., the Depot, Abbott’s battery, and the 
ammunition with In-egular Horse, on the 27th ; the 
remaining two squadrons of the 2Dd Cavahy, the 37th, and 
Treasure and Commissariat, on the 28th. 

The European regiment and 48th N.I., under Lieutenant- 
General Wheeler udll move on the 28th to Kiedjja, a desirable 


* Sir Willoughby Cotton was a good specimen of the British officer 
who had experience of camps and Courts. After serving in the Penin- 
sula with the Guards, he had had the advantage of beeoming an aide-de- 
camp of His Majesty George IV., who took pleasure in his soeiety. He 
served with distinction in the Burmese war of 1824-5 ; was appointed 
Deputy Adjutant-General of the Boyal forces ; in 1839-40 went through 
the campaign in Affghanistan, and soon after his return home, was 
appointed Commandcr-in-Chief of the Bombay army, in which capacity 
he won universal regard. 
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and derated spot, twenty-aeren nula from henc^ under 
the Soffied Koiln 

TVo have long had Tagoe nnnoni* of the RuMiani hanng 
advanced a connderahle force to Khtva, and the Emperor'i 
manifeato annooneed that troopa were ordered to march 
npon that temtory, but the Government infonnation did 
not mate them, more than 6,000 men But deapatche* 
were received yeaterday, by the Envoy and Minister from 
Calcutta, which announce that the recent overland moil 
had brought authentic information, that the amonnt of 
the force was 16,000 infantry, a considerable artfllery 
(20 light pieces), and 1600 Cossack cavalry The avowed 
mtcntion is, that they are not to proceed beyond the Khiva 
tcmtoiy, to which they have advanced to punuh the Khan 
for entrapping and keeping m alavery a number of Busmn 
nbjecta. But as tho King of Bokhara has also men of 
that doampbOQ m hu domuuona, I should not be anrpnaed 
if they detached 6,000 men to that capital. 

Although I have not the least idea the)' wfll move cm 
Balk, or threaten our frontier, yet it behoves ua to be 
prqiarcd as far as our means wiH sdimt, which can only 
be done by the e»embUng a Tcspectablc force at Canbul, 
to be m rcadmeu to move a brigade on to Bamean, and 
thence, if necessary, to seuo the passes of the Uindoo 
Koih The great mischief of hating the Russmni on the 
Orus will be, not the apprehension that they will advance 
beyond it, but its bang the means of ticiUng the bad 
passions of cveij discontented Chief In Affghanistan, and 
calling into activity every one who is averse to the rule 
and d)Tiasty of his present Blajesty. 

The Envoy has alto reports, I believe from ilsjor lv?ech, 
tbat the Ghiliic Chiefs, who were routed by Csptam Outnira 
last year, and fled to Sultan Mahomed Khan, hare rctomed, 



OF SIR WILLIAJI NOTT. 169 

and rcoccupicd their forts^ and arc now in actual rebellion. 
If this is really tnie^ the work must he done over again. 
j\Iajor Leech also wishes n regiment to be sent from 
Candnhar to Khelat-i-Ghilzie. I should not think it expedient 
for you to break up your own force by sending one of the 
native regular corps, and hope one of the King’s (Shah 
Soojah) corps may be available for this service, should 
the Envoy determine upon it. 

But j’^ou uill much oblige me bj’' gi^^ng me your ideas 
upon this point, and also of the real state of the Ghilzie 
country, of which you null be a more competent judge where 
you arc than I am here. 

Believe me, my dear General, 

Faithfully yours, 

Willoughby Cotton, 
Major-General. 

Major-General Nott, 

Camp at Candahar. 

Nott replied to this communication in a kindred 
spirit. He had been no inattentive observer of the 
political horizon, and, apart from the subject which con- 
cerned his immediate command, he was enabled to take 
a tolerably broad view of the events passing to the 
North-west, and the North-east. His answer to Sir 
Willoughby may be given at length, for it repays 
perusal. 

Candahar, April 25, ISiO. 

My ddae Genekal, 

I have had the pleasure of receinng your note of the 
i4th instant, and am thankful for the information you have 
so kindly given me. You will have received my despatch. 





itating that Saltan Mahomied Khan had ogam appeared 
Tnth another marauder, Qool Mahomed Khan (Gooroo), 
on the Ghunu road, cutting off our danta and wounding the 
coasida. I immediately detached a party of IIii Majeity*i 
2nd Caralry, and a smell party of the 4th Local Hon^ 
m all 210 men, under Captain Taylor and Captam TTtlher 
They were accompanied by Samud Kh&n, Chief of the 
Tuckco Ghilxiea and a party of Affghani, As they are 
both actiTe, icalous officen, I trust th^ will succeed m 
captunng Sultan Mahomed Kham Gool Mahomed Khan 
(Gooroo) 18 an old offender and a clever rogue, and hanng 
hu spies in Candahtr and Caubnl, I fear he will escape, 
although the march Lorn Candahar of Taylor and Walker 
wna accret and sudden, they having received their flnt 
or d er* late m the evening;, and were off before daylight, 
I have just recaved a letter from Captam Taylor, saying 
that he had recaved information that the chiefs had left 
the Caubul mad, end wen m a walled TiUngc at some 
distance. Taylor had that day made a long march, and he 
mtended to make an advance on that night, and surround 
the place. Should he not be able to enter tho rilUge vnth 
his Uorse, he has been directed lo keep a good look-out, 
and prevent all chance ot escape until Captam Codnngton’s 
mfantry joins him 

1 am m hourly expectation of hearing from him, when I 
shall be able to judge whether it will bo necessary to rtmforcc 
him It will never do to allow these maranders to iniuft 
us at our veiy door*, and keep tho countiy m on unsettled 
and agitated state, the rerenne can never be fully collected 
and rtalucd for Hi* Majesty's Trwuiy, nor the merchant 
pais m safety, until these men are extirpated, and ihcir 
forts datroyed. I am a strong advocate for coDcthatory 
rocosnici where practicable, but with Oie Olulces seTCTC 
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coercion must precede conciliation. As forage is abundant 
in the neigbbourliood of IGiclal-i-Gliilzic, I think it would 
be desirable to station half the 2nd Cavnliy there j however, 
this must depend upon the information of the next few days. 
Looking to the small force which you have in this coimtiy, 
I think, under present circumstances, that no detachments 
should be sent from the 4'2nd and dSrd Regiments ; but that 
they shoxild be kept together, and in the most complete 
and best order to answer any coming event ; this will be 
prudent. I am hajjpy to saj’’ that these two corps are now 
in excellent health ; even if it were convenient to rebeve 
them by troops from Hindostan, it would not be desirable; 
the}”^ are now acclimated, and therefore one regiment, in 
my opinion, is equal to two fresh from the proiunces. 

I am sorry that the 31st was ordered back ; there was 
no nccessitj'' for it. But my opinion was not asked, nor 
was any reference made to me on the subject, and a corps 
was absolutely withcbavTi from my brigade, and sent across 
the Indus, without my being honoured witb the least 
intimation to this day, and I now only know from the 
newspapers and common report that they have returned 
to the plains. 

Witb reference to the concluding part of your note, I 
would observe, that I have no means of getting information, 
but that of conversing with the people of the country, such 
as merchants, horse dealers, &c., whom I occasionally fall 
in with in my rides ; and perhaps much reliance cannot 
be placed on their accounts. From these I draw the 
foUoxving conclusions : that the Russian force marching 
on Khiva is much more considerable than generaby sup- 
posed, upwards of 24,000 men with 70 pieces of cannon ; 
that Kamran^s Minister, Yar Mahomed, is in close cor- 
respondence with the Russians ; and that, under pretence 
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of sending hia son into Persia on pnvato tnmoeis, these 
people teU me, that I shall find that the yonth has been 
tent to the Kniaiau head quarters, where mianons from 
Persia and Bokhara had actoally arrived* 

That Tar Mahomed wiD erentnally teU hia master to the 
highest bidder, I have no donht. I thonld suppose that 
any advance of the Bassiant beyond Khiva, will depend 
entirely on European, politics, unless, mdeed, they make 
the slave ca« a pretext for sandmg half their large force 
to Bokhara , at any rate, thonld Busaia differ with England 
in Europe, their army at Khiva will have reached a fair 
starting post to annoy ns No man can be so bimd as 
to believe for one moment, that Knasia would send sndi 
an overwhelming force merely to recover some 200 slave* 
from the petty state of Khiva, when 4,000 or 6,000 would 
have easily accomplished tneh an object. Sbonld the state 
of Eorope be such as to indnee the Russian army to advance, 
1 think Ilerat wiQ be the first and chief ob,)ect , their game 
will probably be to advance tvro columns — the one upon 
Coubuh accompanied by Dost Mahomed , and the other upon 
Herat accompanied by the late Chiefs of Candahar. I 
really ean see no great difficulty m a march from Khiva 
or Bokhara to Herat , water, certainly, would at time* 
bo rather scarce, bnt there u no impediment hut whst 
may easily be overcome, and m the present state of our 
infonnatKra, they will have accomplished more than a third 
of their march, before we can bear of their more. If they 
gam Herat, the safety of Affghanistau must bo prccancrai 
indeed, and the moral infiuenec would be initsntly felt 
throughout Hindostan, Nepaul, and Bannah j the whole 
of Asra would be in an agitated state, and the dormant 
enmity of every petty chief would be rouicd, and be brought 
into full activity. 



OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


173 


You must be a better judge tbau I am of the feelings 
of the people of Affghanistan, but I will not eonceal my 
opinion from you, bowever erroneous that opinion may be. 
I believe they would almost to a man join the chief, Dost 
hlahomed Khan, but I am of opinion, few would join the 
late Chiefs of Candahar. Then again, it must not, it cannot, 
be doubted, but that the Russian Government haVe large 
reserves ready to reinforce and support their Khiva army, 
already so far advanced. They have followed the trade of 
war too long, not to know the necessity of a strong base 
and good communications. I am, of course, in the dark 
regarding the political wishes or intentions of the British 
Government, but I should think, that if they advance any 
considerable force beyond Bamean, it would immediately 
afford a plausible c.vcuse for the Russians, in connexion 
with the King of Bokhara (and that these powers are in 
close alliance, I have no doubt), to advance a column as far 
as Balk at least ; and this is the game they wished to play, 
feeling their way by degi'ces, and intriguing with the restless 
and marauding disposition of the people of these countries, 
and keeping the whole of Asia in a state of agitation, until 
some favourable moment for sti'iking a decisive blow at 
our power. And, indeed, under this view of the subject, 
if we had a larger force, it would be better that they should 
be induced to advance immediately ; but our force on this 
side of the Indus, is not sufficient, nor could you depend 
upon any portion of the Shah’s subjects, whereas the love 
of change, the hope of plunder, and the deadly hatred against 
certain princes, would give the Russian army 50,000 horse- 
men to cover their advance upon the Indus. Then the 
discordant elements in your rear, the rival chiefs of the 
Punjab ! For, admitting that treaties and self-interests 
would confirm Kurruck Singh in our favour, there is a heavy 
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dond in Cashmere ready to buret ovo* onr head* on the 
■lightest check, or the leait retreat. 

Bat, afta aD, the fair chances are, that the Rustian* ^rill 
not advance, nnle** eome falte move of onn ihoold afford, 
than an excnac , however, it is joit poaible, and m that 
case, with the imall fore© at your command, yon will have 
a difficult card to play Aa to what you aay, regarding 
our aciiing the Panel, I would remark, that we are very 
Ignorant of the country between Caulrah Bamcan, and 
Syghan, and thence to Balk, and we have only heard of 
the old beaten road of traffic; but yon well know, that there 
i» no Paai m any country, no itrong poeition, that may not 
be turned, and that a ftrong petition turned, u equal, 
and perhaps more then equal, to a Tictocry gained by mere 
fightmg, especially when gained by an mvadmg force, when 
the benefit becomei mealcolabie and probably dcoitre of 
a campaign, unlea indeed you have a large r ese n e to 
rcceiTo and mppert the troops to turned , and, m your ctsc, 
where is this reserve, thu necessary support T Wiy, truly, 
on the left bank of the Sutlej, with a warlike end not very 
friendly nation, hanDg an army of 100,000 men, besides 
four or five deep end rapid nvers between you and these 
supports. Under present amnnstmnccs, wc have advanced 
too for by sending troop* to Bamcan , and yet some wmso 
less, nntbmkujg people talk of paibmg a weak bngude as 
far as Balk , whereas, unless you get largo nanforc em ents, 
it IS possible that you will find tome difficulty m bolding 
your ground at Cauhol and in the Kyhcr Pass 

I must apologue for wntmg thus freely; but, kept m the 
background, as I hive been during tbo expedition to this 
country, I most confess your letter gratified me, and I bare 
noted my crude ideas on the aubject by return of dawk j 
but I dare say these idcaa ore very CTToneoni, as eircum* 
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stances have not been such as to induce me to give that 
attention which, I admit, every ojB&cer of rank ought to pay 
to the subject. 


Sir W. Cotton. 


I am, 

W. Nott. 


Within a fortnight of the dispatch of the foregoing 
letter, the rebel Ghilzie Chiefs, Gool Mahomed and 
Sultan Mahomed Khan assembled a considerable force 
in the neighbourhood of Khelat-i-Ghilzie, with the 
view of cutting off the communication between Caubul 
and Candahar. Intelligence to this effect reaching 
Major-General Nott, he immediately detached Captain 
A. W. Taylor of the Bengal Europeans, vsith two 
rissalahs of the Shah’s cavalry, and a party of the 
Bengal Local Horse, under Lieutenant Walker, supported 
by a detachment of infantry, under Captain Codington, 
to confront and disperse the rebels. Subsequent infor- 
mation induced the Major-General to reinforce these 
parties by detaching Her Majesty’s 5th Regiment of 
infantry, under Captain Woodbm-n, and fom' guns of 
the 2nd troop of Horse Artillery, the whole under the 
command of Captain W. Anderson. 

On the 1 6th of May, Anderson came up, at Tazee, 
with the force under the rebel Chiefs, consisting of 3,000 
men. The infantiy and guns marched direct upon 
Tazee, while the cavahy took circuitous routes for the 
pm-pose of sui-piising the enemy. Anderson formed 
on a neighboming eminence, \vith Lieutenant Spence 
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*upportmg him on the left; but before Captain Wood- 
hnm, who had orders to form on the right, could get 
into position, the ravines in that direction were filled 
with men, from whom he roffered mndi, and who were 
only to be dislodged by a shower of grape and a smart 
attack finm the rear. TTie guns, says an eye-witness, 
formed in fine stjie upon the horsemen, who twice 
crossed to attadt Spence*# flank, and suffered severely 
from the guns in passing. The enemy then charged, 
and were met gallantly at the pomt of the bayonet by 
Spence's men, which eadly discomfited them, and they 
presently fled. In the meanthne Captain Taylor, bear- 
ing the report of the guns, dianged the direction of his 
march, and took the enemy in flank. The loss of the 
Ghilrics was not under 200 men. 

Nott, in cornmnnicating the result of tb«e operations 
to Sir Willcughhy Cotton, spoke in warm term* of the 
judgment, decdsion, and gallnntry which had marked 
the arrangements of Captain Anderson, and the manner 
of thoir execution ; and likewise praised the discretion 
of Captain Taylor in not ottnekiDg until ho bad received 
reinforcements. He, at the same time, urged ns a 
reason for not ddaying proceedings until ho could hear 
from Caubul, the importincc of prcvcDthog tho tribes 
from assembling in greater numbers. 

The defeat of tho Ghilzies, at Taico, had, however, 
but " tcotdicd tho snake.’* Tho mtxin strength of (he 
tribe was concentrated at Khelat-i-Ghilrie, and an 
opinion was formed at Caubul that a very coniidcrablo 
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force, with a skilful commander would be necessary to 
crush the rebellion entirely. Sir Willoughby Cotton 
decided on entrusting the duty to Major-General Nott. 

“ I have confided,” wrote Cotton from Caubul, on 
,the 15th of May, “the command of the force to be 
employed in tranquillizing the Ghilzie country to you, 
having the fullest reliance on your experience, zeal and 
ability, and requiring, as it does, an officer possessing 
those qualities to guide it.” 

Sii’ Willoughby formed a force consisting of detach- 
ments from Caubul, under Colonel Wallace, and from 
Ghuzni, under Major McLaren, of the 1 6th Grenadiers, 
to unite with a body of the troops from Candahar. 
Nott, however, could not perceive the necessity for so 
large a force. His information, generally good in itself, 
but always received cum grano, did not make the 
Ghilzies so formidable as they had been represented to 
Messrs, Nicolson, Leech, and other Political Agents. 
Moreover, he had obtained, from the prisoners taken at 
Tazeu, letters which had been addressed to them by 
chieftains residing in Candahar, urging the Ghilzies to 
draw out the General and the best part of his regulars, 
that they might in the meanwhile massacre the troops 
in the town, and he therefore judged that it would be 
most unwise to withdraw .any troops from Candahar.* 

* As I did not think it could interest yon, I had determined not 
to mention the folio-wing; but as I have nothing to communicate, I 
may as -well fill my paper with the little story, as it wiU show you the 
situation we are in here. We have not the least information of what is 
going on round ns, and this story came to light by mere chance. I dare 

VOL. I. N 
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Altogether he thought the expedition quite unnecessary ; 
but as it was ordered, and his appointment to the com- 
mand had been made agreeable to his fedings by a 
proper tribute to hia professional ^rorth, he did not 
flcroplo to go forth, tnVing with him, as a small escort, 
part of the 43rd NJ., his favourite corps. 

The “ poUtical ” settlement of the Ghflzies was en- 
trusted to a young officer, named Peter Nicolson, who 

I hare told joq tlul tite good caty of contmi SO.OOO 

inbnlaUiiti, tad tluU for tiLec eomfort, I liwJ, befofb Ksidnig oat d e -U e fa- 
ment* tender Andcoon, aboot B.OOOmcn to toteenre tb»t notne •hoold 
dictoib tin b»ppy tcaotir of tttfir diji. 'Well, tie two rebel Qiiefi 
M*cmUcd tide tribw, end oerUni head men m tic aty of C ea d a W 
took ocmndl berw BTwyUung irti to be eniried OIL On pesroejrmg tiot 
I *eot Sbab'i tnupa ooly eguost tbe Chiefi, they vnit borMfixn to 
coofTiiiakte thae pcof^ tad in nmUng too (aunpk) people), ieHmg 
tbeai ** tilt tbe 6hah*t troope were k)» ffindortSBee*, witii few ofllctri, 
and tkkl they Toold flgbt , tt lensUtial tbey, tbeCbkfi, would iood 
defeat them, wUoi veraH oblige the Oeaiml Saifb to soreb oat with 
tbe 42Dd and i3rd Regfaaenta, when we, tbe good people of Ca n d n lar , 
win not (ad to mardcr creiy indlTidTul, ZoropccLn and TnodooUnre, 
bdonging to the eorpi left bi the dty. All wo lah b for yon to 
unojo tbe Oeneitl Bahib and the two rrgimenU, whilst we do tbe 
worhl" Grent was their sorpibc, lood their w»’ wm! when tbe 
news orrmd, that tbe Bhoh’e irpliDMiU bad fooght brarely, snd 
that their foends, the rebcU, wow dealroyed, and that there was no 
occBikn tor tia GmerBl Bahib to Iwre thnr iwoH ewnpony. Kow, 
BufootoTjately for these genUoma, sowe of the prfaonm hare confmed 
the whole plot, and tbe letters of some of ibo chief men here will 
be retomed for their trcmblnig pcrna.'d. Bot the best of it iv a groat 
moTi. placed by fUub Soc^ah fo gnMe in the right path the two boptfol 
Prioew St Candahar, is fcpond to be oce of lie rfiH laitigoton to rebel- 
boQ 1 Pethap* I bare u errr tdd you that my neat door Boighlotirs ore 
two prown-op mos of the Sbib, one of them a prooemdj duropotsUe 
KOunJfol.-— ZWtei* to iu rJi/ieea, Junr 2, IS 10 
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had been an aide-de-camp on the staff of. Lord Auckland. 
He was young, enthusiastic, tolerably clever, and not a 
little vain of his ti’ust. There is a patronizing air about 
his private letter to the General, in which he announces 
his appointment, that is at least very amusing, 

(Private.) Caubul, May 13, 1840. 

My dear General, 

The Envoy has announced to you my being entrusted with 
the settlement of the Ghilzie tribes ; I need not therefore 
apologize for this inti’usion. But permit me to express to 
you my great satisfaction at finding the force to co-operate 
in my endeavours under the command of one for whom I 
entertain so high a respect as Major-General Nott, and to 
assure you how willing a coadjutor you will ever find me; 
and that should fortune so far favour us as to give us really 
warm occupation, how rejoiced I shall be at the long-delayed 
opportunity of your acquiring those distinctions which have 
hitherto not been ceded to you ! I propose quitting Caubul 
to-mon’ow with Christie’s Horse, which I am happy to say is 
strong in numbers and far from bad in condition. Colonel 
McLaren, with a wing of the 16th N.I. and two guns, will 
join us at Ghuzni, and then we shall proceed towards Khelat-i- 
Ghilzie. I hope to reach that place early in J une, and shall 
be much obliged by your insti’ucting Captain Anderson, or 
the officer now in command there, whether he is to join our 
force previous to yoiu’ arrival or await your coming.' Sir 
Willoughby Cotton has sent a small party of sappers with 
the detachment, and Lieutenant Pigou, of the Engineers, has 
been ordered to join it. 

I shall be obliged by a free communication of your wishes 
and intentions, which you will ever find me ready to attend 

N 2 
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to, to the ntmoit of my power. Captain Christie*! regtmmt 
i> en nuie to join yonr dirision at Gandahar, and Captain 
Anderaon*! is to come up to CaubuL 

I much fear the Qhilnea will all haTo dispemd ere we 
reach Khelat, The crops being neatly ripe, renden any 
permanent gathering tery nnlikelj at thu season. 

I remain. 

My dear Qcneral, 

With great reapect, 

Tonra ttry faithfully, 

P. Niooiao», 

In Political CWEe of the Bspcdlikm. 

To Ilott, 

OoDnnandni|f Fame tn the country. 

The chief grounds for the expedition to Khelat-i- 
GhDiic, were the deterrainadon of the GbUzies not to 
recognise the authority of ihe Chirfs whom Shah 
Boojah had appointed to govern the district and collect 
tho revenue. To be satisfied, however, of the integrity 
of the movement ogmnst them. Sir WTHoughby Cotton 
requested Captain Nicolson to supply him with tho 
fullest information in his power ; and upon tho replies 
to Sir "Willoughby’s queries, with the addition of certain 
rcTiseignemens, whicb reached the Envoy from oUkt 
private sources, the expedition was fonvarded- The 
history of the expedition can scarcely be complete or 
even intelligible without these questions and answers. 
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Mcnwi-avdiimfor Sir IV. Cotton, G.C.B. and K.C.H., 
commanding in Afghanistan. 

Having: been requested by Major-General Sir Mlllougliby 
Cotton, G.C.B. and K.C.IL, eoinmanding in AfFgbanistan, 
to fnrnisb biin with a inemorandnin of the opposition likely 
to be ex])erienccd by a foree abont to proceed to Kbelat-i- 
Ghilzie, I ])rocccd to answer the Generabs queries seriatim. 
But I may be ])ennitted to mention, that as any information 
relative to countries nnvisited hitherto by any Europeans 
must ncecssarily be erndc and indefinite, and frequently 
erroneous, some of the remarks which I now submit should 
be received, not as certainties, but ])robabilitics. 

Question ] . "What strength is the enemy the force is likely 
to be opposed to ? 

Answer. Possibly the mere j)rcsencc of n commanding 
force, in ■petto, may obviate all necessity for actual operations, 
as His Majesty’s object is to reclaim, rather than punish, his 
misguided subjects. But we should be prepared to encounter, 
if ncccssaiy, the whole strength of the Hotukce and Tohkee 
tribes. Past experience has shown us that the three tribes 
can muster 12,000 men, and that the Suliraan Khcil, which 
is now detached from the alliance, mustered 6,000. The 
utmost force, then, that could (without external aid) be 
brought against us, would be the remaining. But the 
combination of all these is highly improbable, as feuds exist 
among them, and w'e would strive to widen the breaehes. 
IMoreover, the central position of Khelat would tend to 
distract the Ghilzies, and prevent the tribes on one side of it 
joining the others, since none could tell which would be the 
first object of attack. 
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Quaiion 2 Where are they snppoted now to be ? what 
£brt» and what itrcngth are they? and where aitaated? 

Answer The two clana abore named occupy the temtona 
Bouth of hlookoor, between the Paropamnan range and that 
reaching to Mummyc and the valley of the Turnack, nxty 
mdealong by twenty broad. Thor forU are very numerout, 
and some are very strong, especially that of the late Ghiliio 
King Abdoorrnham, m Mnmmyc Prenoos, however, to 
troops being called npon to proceed against any of these 
forts, ample information shall be giTcn the officer comtosnd- 
ing, as to its position, strength and gamson , but to enu 
mcrate all would toko reams of paper, and be nnnccessary, 
smcc most, and I smccrcly trust all, the tribe* will quietly 
submit 

Question 3 What supphe* may bo looked for ? 

Answer "Wheat, attah, barley, ihccp, gruu and straw m 
abundance on the hoc of rood and at Kbclat In tho ereat 
of an attack on ony fort or tnbo, the npe crops ar® at our 
diiposoL 

Queslfon 4. Is not the force under Captain Taylor, at 
preaait acting against tho refractory Chiefs, sufficient, or if 
not, will not the aid of the Shah's troops now monng up 
bo enough to put down any symptom of iniorrccticm, and 
also emuro the revenue bong paid regularly to Ilu 
llajcsty T 

Anstcer Decidedly not, m o pohUcnl sense. It was 
deemed competent to attack a small gang of robbers, but 1 
am not aware of its hanng any orders to act against any 
refractory tnbe* or Cbicf*. Jly inexperience, as well os ray 
position, duquaLfy mo from offering any mihtary opinion of 
lb fitness I can only, therefore, enumerate what 1 bcltcre 
to be the strength of the forte now moving up — namely, one 
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troop of Christie’s Horse and two companies of drafts for 
Captain Craitric’s regiment. 

The. Cliiofs of the uhovo-named tribes arc cxile.s. The new 
Chiefs have been nnal)le to establish the King’s authority 
over (hem ; to efl'ect which — namely, the establishment of 
11 is oMajesty’s power on a firm basis — was the. object avowed 
in the Governor-General’s jiroclamation of November, 1838, 
and I consider (he. immediate, subjection of the Ghilzies a 
point of vital imiiortanee at the. present moment, snrronndcd 
ns we are by cnemic.s, any of whom might be joined by the 
Ghilzies, if mcasnre.s were not taken to soenre them in onr 
interests. All, therefore, who do not snlmiit, should be 
deprived of the. power of injuring ns. Whether a portion of 
the Shah’s force is eompe.tcnt to clTcct this, it would be 
pre.snmiituous in me to say; but his high rank and great 
experience constitute Sir Willougliby Cotton the best judge 
of this point. 

But to the consequences of any failure or mi.shap, arising 
from' the want of heavy artillciy, of scaling-ladders, or the 
inexperience of (he troop.s, I cannot but be painfully alive, 
and should therefore regret most deeply to see the Shah’s 
force, in its present state, employed without the experience 
of a veteran leader and the example of our oft-tried sepoys 
to direct and lead them to nctory. 

I neither anticipate nor advocate following the tribes 
into the hills. If they abscond, their strongholds ■will fall 
into our hands, and our objects be gained. But as I before 
observed, I anticipate universal submission to a powerful 
force, and fear that an inadequate one would encourage 
resistance. 

(Signed) P. Nicolson, 

On Special Sendee. 


Caubul, May 8, 18-10. 
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The results of the movement towards Khdat-i- 
Ghilzie, were exactly what Nott had expecteth There 
was little or no resistance , the forts wore destroyed, and 
the rebel Chiefs fled to the Vnn«<, or submitted 

To preserve the tranqufflity thus established, nrmnge- 
raents were now to be made for leaving a force m the 
Ghflzie country, and to this end the erection of canton- 
ments, and the repair and strengthening certam for- 
tresses became the question of the hour So many and 
such contrary opinions were held by the pohtxcal officers 
on this head, that the aiithonties at Caubnl verv pro- 
perly consulted General Nott, and he submitted his 
MOWS upon the subject, with hts customary frankness 
and mtefligencc. Rcspectiog tho ferrt of Zohak, and 
station of Hoolan Rolmrt, he wrote 

Zohak appears to me to have been a fortified aiy of great 
extent, I would say half u largo as Condshar, surrounded by 
o broed high rarnpart, with certain outworks, tho billocki of 
which sUU remain, and would command and give corcr to 
any force sdrancing agtuust a fortified post erected on a 
tmoUcr scale upon the site of the old fort and city On a 
suppositiou that the contcmplstcd post should be cm a sale 
for 1,200 or 1,BOO men, all the eirtcrnal hillocks muft bo 
lcTelled,and at least one-third of the old rampsrts dcttro>ed; 
and they are of that sue and extent, that the lerellmg or 
mnoTijig them would be attended with enormous expense 
and great labour ; besides, mdndmg the proposed new fort, 
it would cost ten times as much ns would be nccctsary for 
buildings on another spot to pre coter to 1,200 men, with 
fcrtsm «ork^ for their defence These uork* wrmlJ he lerr 
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trifling, always bearing in mind the improbability of artillery 
being brought against snch a post. 

I am aware that these rampai’ts and hillocks may be 
partially blown up, as stated by the engineer officer ; but I 
conceive that this would not remove the evil, or much 
reduce the expense, as the quantity of rubbish must still be 
levelled or removed. 

In regard to the situation of Hoolan Robart, taking 
into consideration the whole .of the neighboming country, 
together with the passes leadi'‘g to the Urguandab River, 
I think no better could be selected for a cantonment to 
give protection to and keep in awe the whole district. The 
old foit of Zohak is, in my opinion, too near the range 
of western mountains, wdiich are about eight hundred feet 
above the level of the plain, and from which the old fort is 
overlooked, but not commanded, as stated in your letter. The 
distance, I would say, is turn miles and a half ; still it would 
be desirable to have the new cantonment at least a mile 
farther from the mountain and entrance to the Hoolan 
Robart Pass. 

I believe I am right when I believe that the intention 
of Government is to cause a fortified post to be erected, 
capable of giving shelter and protection to 1,000 or 1,200 
men against any sudden attack or nsing of discontented 
Chiefs, and this may be done at comparatively trifling cost ; 
whereas I feel convinced that any attempt to revive the 
fort of Zohak, or to reduce its rampaits, would be attended 
with endless expense, and, after all, would not fulfil the 
intentions of Government. There are many eligible spots at 
and near Hoolan Robart for a fortified post. 

Having thus stated my opinion on the fort of Zohak, I 
beg to note the following : 

I conceive it is too late in the season to commence the 
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amtcmplat^ world, and qmte irapoasible to get them ready 
to ibelter the troopi from the frost and snow, which mnit 
act in early at an elevation of eight thonsand feet above the 
tea- The absence of material, and the difficnlty of procuring 
workmen, would neceasarDy occasion great delay and render 
it a work of time 

2 Am any groat danger to the country can only anae from 
marondera, while the ripe com is on the ground, I would 
suggeat that Captain Woodbnm'a corps, 200 or SOO of 
Chnstie'i Horse, and the two guns under Lieutenant 
Qrecn, should take up a position at this place, and remain 
here until the bad. weather, or frost and snow commences, 
and Woodbum’i corps and the cavalry should then rebre 
to Ctndahar, and Lieutenant Orcen with bis guns to 
Ghumu Should the Envoy and Mmuter think it opedient, 
this force, or a siimlar one, could return early m the 
apnnB, which, I concave, would tniwer every purpoae, 
as the marauders would have no object m asaemblmg as 
long as the enow may remain deep on the ground- 

Of course, the troops could not winter hero in tents, and I 
feel convinced, that no bufldmgs could bo erected m time- 
Should it bo tbc pleasure of Government to have a fortified 
post at Hoolan Hobart, tbe engineer officer could collect bis 
materials, and commence his works early in tbc spring 
I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

koura obediently, 


To C*ptm Ilcrugtss, 

A4jsUnt.OcacrsL ConboL 


Nott 


Tkiis »ldicr-hko official letter wus foHowod by 
pnvutc communiCQtion to Sir kViHoughby Cotton 
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Camp Hoolan Robart, July 2, 1840. 

My DEAR General, 

I have just received letter No. 283, of the 28th ultimo, 
from your Adjutaut-Gcueral, Captain Douglas. The instruc- 
tions therein contained, shall be strictly attended to. I 
regret that my report on the fort of Zohak had not reached 
you on the 28th ; I lost no time in sending it, having 
dispatched it the morning following the receipt of your 
orders to report'. 

I have again examined the whole, and can only say, that 
in my opinion a lac of rupees would not accomphsh the 
work proposed by the political officer and the engineer, and 
even then it would not be an eligible spot for a post ; and 
yet, I hear, that an estimate has been sent in amounting 
to 11,000 rupees only! In consequence of circumstances 
which have occurred, I do not feel quite easy at leaving 
Captain Woodburn with his corps at this place. I wilLgive 
it my best consideration, and act accordingly. At Khelat-i- 
Ghilzie he would be comparatively safe from all attack, and 
would be on the high road, and could be speedily supported 
from Candahar, and there is forage for the party of horse, 
which I must in prudence leave with him. Should I decide 
On directing him to take post at Khelat-i-Ghilzie, and should 
you disapprove of my decision, the regiment can reti’ace its 
steps to this place. 

The fact is, that the plunder, the robbery, and cruel 
oppression, committed by the servants and followers of His 
Highness Prince Timour, have been such as to outrage the 
feelings of the natives; and sure I am that, should opportu- 
nity offer, these cruel and shameful proceedings will be 
retaliated upon the troops left in this country. Never 
in all history have I read of such plunder," cruelty, and 
oppression as I witnessed in this camp. Not wishing to 
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luterfere m ttc Imit mth the C(iin|>-foUoffen of Hu Highncm, 
I continaally referred theao complainti to the Pobtial 
Agent; bat tbc ayitem of robbery hfit not diminuhed, and 
u increasing daily The hoiisei and cornfields of the un- 
fortunete inhabitanta are entered, their property plundered, 
and the owners cat and woonded in the moat cruel manner 
The plundered property being brought mto my camp, these 
jwople naturally come to mo for redreas, my whole time 
u taken up by their cnea for protection Thu rery ercomg 
my tent was completely aorrounded bv a number of men, 
who, m endeavouring to save their property, were mort 
cruelly beaten and wounded by the Shah Zadah's camp- 
followers, and they appeared before me atreaming with their 
blood , and all thu u done under ahelter of Bntuh troopa. 

It u certain that if the Shah Zadah and the Political Agent 
were here without these troops, they would not dare to allow 
of aueh ihameful and atroaous conduct on the part of their 
followers , but the murfortune u, that thu vde vtigmi mutt, 
in the cyca of the natwes, ottaeh to onr force I I am really 
fearful of Icanng Woodbam'a corps here these people wfll, 

I am convinced, should opportunity offer, revenge them- 
selres upon our soldiers (though they are innocent of the 
enmes, which hare been committed under the shelter of our 
power) for the shameful oppression they have sulTeredL 
I am sick of such proceedings j the inhabitants, I am sure, 
will never forget or forgive it As the cirtumstatices stated 
in thu note, are not at all ciaggcTafed (indeed, no fanguagu 
of mine can describe the utter disgust 1 feel), I hare not the 
least objeetKm to your communicating thu pnrato note to 
the ilimstcr and Envoy as my deliberate opinion j be will, 

I feel assured, use ererj possible means to prereut a recur- 
rence of such seenei 

I pcreeire that an attack bos been made on Captain Bean's 
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post at Quettali. I foretold this ; several lacs of rupees 
being left at such a place on tbe open plain, the temptation 
was too strong for tbe balf-staiwed, half-savage Kakurs of tbe 
mountains. My friend Bean should at fii’st have taken 
possession of tbe town, and placed himself and treasure in 
tbe citadel, where a single company would have been 
sufficient for protection. 


General Cotton. 


Yours, 


W. Nott. 


In a letter to Mr. Charles Nott the General gives 
the fullest particulars of his expedition, and enters upon 
several matters which could not veiy weU form part of 
official despatches. He likewise mentions his conduct 
in respect to the punishment of Shah Zadah Timour’s 
followers, which became, subsequently, the subject of 
angry correspondence between Nott and the Govern- 
ment. 

i 

. Camp Hoolan Eobart, June 21, 1810. 

Mt dear Charles, 

Contrary to my repeated advice, the great people at 
Caubul would send a large force into the Ghilzie countiy, 
and they would drag me from Candahar to command it. 
In fact, they were terribly alarmed, and would not believe 
me when I told them that the detachment I sent out under 
Anderson would put down rebellion. They are very much 
annoyed. I have just seen documents for the first time, 
which show that as far back as January they expected the 
rebels to take the field, and — good, easy people — they have 
ever since been planning their campaign and referring their 
arrangements to wise Lord Auckland, but never thought , 



proper to give the lea»t hint to me, or to the politic*! 
aathonty at Candahar, of the coming atono, although it 
concerned ua most, as they might have knocked their hcadi 
againat the wall* of Candahar before we got any information 
By chance 1 heard that the Chief* were a»»emhhng, and I 
took it npon me to crash rebdhon m the bud, without 
waiting the order* of the Canbnl authonhe*, "Well, 1 did 
BO, and the troop* were marched out of Candahar twelve 
honra after I got the information Two days later, and 
instead of 3,000 men, the Chie& would have had 11,000 men 
in the field, according to thnr master -hat , bnt mark ! the 
campaign which oar wiao people had been iccretly arranging 
for BIX months, wa* to have commenced by tie troop* march- 
ing from Candahar on the 16th of last month, and on the 
iCth the detachment which bad moved mpidly from hence 
haAfinuhed the \eoTh Now these people are tore and angry 
becatiae that wu done in a few days which they had been 
talking and wntmg abont for aix months , to that they will 
not give Anderton one line of pnuio or opprobation for a 
■mart action, and the only one in which the to much talked 
of Army of the Indo* met an enemy who fought daringly 
and bravely The fellow* threw tbem*clTe» right upon the 
bayonet* of our men, m apite of the plunging fire of our 
Hone Aptfllrry. I aelected Andcraon bccauae he u a elcver 
fellow and a mo*t excellent officer, and he had a few good 
officer* under him TVcH, afler tha action, the people at 
Caubul sent down political agent*, troop*, and the Pnuce 
Royal Timour, and they haYc, by thor meaiurci, done all in 
thor power to goad the people into open rebellion 

1 have not jiut now a moment to ■pare, or I could •how 
yon *uch a »cene. In my opimon, the conduct of (he Engliih 
authontic* ha* been *o atroaoua, that tlie pres* wiD bo full 
of it. I have again written to Caubul, bogging them to 



OF SIR WILLLUI NOTT. 


191 


witlulraw* ll\c troops. I slmll be obliged to move my camp 
in n day or t\vo so)nc three marches towards Caubul for 
forage and sup]dics. I have told Sir Willoughby Cotton 
that I shall lake np a position, and will not go about in 
search of adventures. I know not what I am witin", as 
some fifty Aflghans arc at my tent door, crying loudly for 
justice. Now justice is a scarce article under the Shalfs 
government, but these simple pcojilc fancy that the General 
Sahib, with an army at his nod, can do wonders for them. 
Here is one fellow calling out that the Prince/s servants have 
taken four camels from him without payment — an Asiatic 
and princely performance 1 iMv lent has been full of officers, 
and I must write some other day, as I have a hundred things 
to say; but my head, as the great Dan O’Connell would say, 
is bothered.^’ I have had yesterday and to-day every officer 
in camp at my tent. I fancy many of them merely came to 
sec the beast who annoyed and dclicd Sir .Tohn Keane and 
Lord Auckland, and ruined himself and all his prospects. 
Never mind — the grave will soon cover me. 

Yours, 

W. Nott. 


C. A. Nott, Esq., Bnrristcr-at-Law, 
Calcutta. 


Camp Iloolan Rohart, June 22, ISiO. 

]\Iy nnAii CuiLDunN, 

The Shah Zadah Timour has ju.st sent me some plums and 
grapes, received from Candahar, and I must pay my respects 
to them. 

.23rd. 

I have about 4,000 men here — infantry, cavalry and 
artillery — also a party of sappers under Lieutenant Pigou ; 
but I do not think the rebel Chiefs will fight : however. 
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a day or two will show They had better not , I have 
elcTcn guni with me, and a fine troop of horae artihery, 
•0 that if the fellowa ahonid ahow fight, we thall give them 
a aevere hcking, and as I have a good body of caralry, 
I think few of the chaps wQl escape , but I dare say they 
will inbmit to the Shah’s terms, and I shall send the Ctnbnl 
force back, and rrtum to post at Candahar. I am near 
eight thoosand feet abore the eea, and therefore, although it 
IS midfummcr, the weather is bearable m tents — I would 
say pleatanl — and the mommgi and evnningi quite cool. 
This Hoolsn Robert most be a very healthy place; the 
snjTonnding country is beautiful, and thert are some of the 
fineat and strongest sprmg:s of clear water I ever taw. There 
u one in our present camp, which gushea out and absolutely 
forms a httle nrer "When I quit the Qhiliie country, I a® 
ordered to leave ono of the Shah’s regiments, and a body of 
csTalry here, and they talk of banng a regular cantonment. 
I hare just recdted order* from Caubul, to report upon 
a proper spot to build a fort here, and Pigou has recored 
directions to build barracks , but the great people at Caubul 
write to say that they will not go to the expense until they 
get my opinion Now, though I may stand alone, my 
opinion, for various reasons, will b© sgoinat it, certainly for 
the present year, as it u too late to get men nndcr cover 
before the snow fedli, ten feet deep, &c. 

Of course m thu wild country we are badly off in the way 
of hmjg, DO bread, no hotter, and we cat our fowls with 
dry nce , no vegctihles of any kind. However, a good kind 
of person sent me some vegetables from Candshar, which, 
under these circumstances, I find a treat, I hove Just been 
wntmg a long mihtary letter to head-quarters about forts, 
cautonmenU, 8cc llow pleasant, to be ordered to write on 
any subject f 
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Cnnip Iloolan Robarf, Julj' d, 1840. 

My dear Cuildren, 

The high authorities at Caubul arc alarmed beyond 
measure, and I have had occupation sufficient in answering 
their long and foolish letters. They arc like small birds 
I have seen frightened in a storm, ready to perch upon 
anything, and to lly into the arms of the first man they 
meet for protection. Poor men ! what will they do when 
real danger comes? and I think it is possibly at hand, 
owing to their false measures. 

Ten days ago I sent in a long statement regarding this 
district, with arguments and arrangements directly con- 
trary to what they bad noted in their instructions. I have 
just received an answer agreeing to my proposals. But 
one thing they have not done — they have not pardoned 
one of the rebel Chiefs, who has taken refuge in the 
mountains, because the Shah has a personal dislike to him! 
So that this Chief, Sultan Mahomed Khan, is left as an 
outlaw, and will of course become reckless, and take the 
first opportunity of again erecting the standard of rebellion. 
However, I hope the Shah^s bile will soon allow this Chief 
to return in quiet to his home, for which he is very anxious, 
and which he never would have left, had not the Shah 
goaded him to rebel. As they have agreed to the airange- 
ments I proposed, I shall break up the field force, and order 
the troops to return to their different stations. I shall 
commence my march to Candahar to-morrow, where I expect 
to be on the 18 th instant. I see they have had a small 
fight at Quettah. I foretold three months ago that such 
would be the case, unless they moved the treasure. Six 
lacs of rupees upon the open plain at a place like that, 
was too strong a temptation for the half-savage Kakurs 
of the mountains. They had two ladies there, and some 
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dear little baba — Mo, Baa and Mrt. Traven — wbo might 
as well haTB been afiywhere ebo than m this country It 
IS fortunate that Hammenley Tms at Qoettab , his exertions 
aayed them He is an inTalnable fcHow j I was counnced 
of this the first day 1 saw him at parade at Kornanh 
TJnIe« the Shah and hii tdnsers turn over a new leaf, 
we shall have plenty to do in this country, and many of 
na will hare our poor throata cat, and that would be a 
great loss to the world. 

I hare not heard from yoo for a Tcry long time. I am 
perfectly well at this moment , my way of pasimg my time, 
howerer, rcnderi life very prccarmni Such plunder, robbery 
and murder 1 bare never read of in all history, as I have 
witncised here. Crowds of the nnfcrrtnnate Affghani ame 
round my tent the first two days after my armal here. 
On the Moemd day I flogged thirteen men belongrog to 
the Caubul troops , but the greatat horrors were committed 
by Pnnee Timour’s people. I aoon stopped it m our army, 
but I did not like to interfere with Hoyalty I referred the 
complamts made igamst the Prince’s people to him, end 
the Politicals , but robbery, wounding end oppromon went 
on, and the plundered property was brought mto my camp 
I informed the Shah 7ndfth and the Pohtieals that I would 
not allow such atroaous conduct to attach to a Bntuh 
camp under my command, and that if they did not punish 
thmr followers, I wndd Wen, immediately after this, a 
number of men surrounded my lent, crying for justice and 
protection, and appared with their bodia wounded and 
covered with blood I auied the plundered property and 
the plundertrs to be aeued, and they proved to be the 
followers of the Pnnee Boyal I sent to say what hsd 
occurred, snJ that I did not wish to interfere with Ills 
lllghncts’s servants j hut as the plnndercd property had been 
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brought into my cnmp, the inlmbitnnts naturally looked to 
me for redress, and that therefore if he did not punish 
the robbers, I would. The Politicals blustered in the name 
of the Prince. Jly answer was short : " You are in pos- 
session of my determination, which I shall carry into effect 
at sunset, unless you send j’our people to })anish the 
marauders in my ])rcscnce, and as an example to all.” 
"Well, sunset came, when I had the fellows tied up and 
flogged, in presence of the poor inhabitants, who had been 
wounded and robbed. I restored their property to them, 
and they went away rejoicing. I told the Prince and 
Politicals, that unless a stop was put to such atrocious 
conduct, I would separate my camp from that of the Prince. 
I fancy they have represented the whole to the Caubul 
authorities, who will not, I should think, dare to write to me 
on the subject. Y’ct they may, and how it will end I neither 
know nor care. I will never allow of such scenes in a 
camp under my command. 

Yom’s ever, 

W. Nott. 

The measures taken by Major-General Nott to put a 
stop to, and chastise the plundering by the servants of 
Prince Timoui*, form so important an episode in the 
history of the General’s command, that it is due to his 
reputation that the whole of the facts should be given. 
It is difficult to believe that any one can pronounce a 
verdict unfavourable to the General, and the whole cor- 
respondence establishes the impolicy of entrusting to 
young officers the power of judging how far a superior 
officer ought to go in the execution of his duty. It is 
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intolerable ibat the plam and obnoua course of a 
Boldier, bolding cruelty and injustice in horror, sbonld 
be thwarted, or attempted to bo thwarted, by a false 
dehcacy towards unanbied Chiefii, such as Pnnce 
Timour, who were themsdres too deeply tainted with 
the worst Tices, to ho capable of sitting in impartial 
judgment upon the conduct of then* savage foUowers. 
The lofty courage and stem resolution of General Nott, 
m this instance, will be registered amongst the finest 
traits of bia tmgraaous and most diflScult command. 

Captain Nicolson opened his complaint to Sir "W 
Macnoghten m the following commumcatiDn 

CuDp, J 1 J 7 3, 1S40 

Sib, 

1 hare the hcmcrax to lobmit for your ecfunderatiOT and 
orders, copiet of letter* which yesterday p*j»ed between 
Major General Nott, commanding in the Ghibne coxiDtry, 
and mytelf 

The &ct« of the cate are at followt Hu Highnen the 
Fnncc hat fornuhed hu people with money to pay for their 
•oornad, and to my knowledge daily pays for the ariielet 
reqnired for hu own pnTato estebhthmcnt, Yettcrday a 
Pahkhedmut came to me and rcqneited me to tettle the 
amount which ongbt to be paid for a load of forage, at the 
villagcn demanded three rnpeet for the load, and General 
Nott had aeued and confined the Yabooa and men who 
brtmght it in I then addreoed No 1 to Major General 
Nott, and the tncceedmg lettera followed in the conrteof the 
erening On rteapt of No 4> I waited on the Shah Zadah, 
to lay before lira Highnett the nrcnmitancei, and reqaett 
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his orders; x^'hcn he told me, in presence of Major Lynch 
and Captain "Walker, that his Syce had been flogged. His 
Highness, though he spoke with the greatest consideration 
and kindness of the General, and said, “ that he had no 
doubt the General intended it for His Highness’s benefit, 
and that of his people,’’ yet was evidently deeply hurt ; and 
said, " that though he had accompanied Sir C. Wade from 
Loodianah, and spent much of his time with British troops, 
this was the first time he had met with conduct which would 
doubtless produce a very bad cfiect on the Kuzzlebashcs 
about His Highness’s person, and lower him in the estima- 
tion of all the subjects of His Majesty the Shah.” 

Agreeing, as I do, most fully in the sentiments expressed 
by the Shah Zadah, I make no comment on the Major- 
General’s letters, but submit them for the consideration and 
orders of my superior authorities. 

I have the honour to report that His Highness this morn- 
ing moved into a separate camp. 

(Signed) P. Nicolson, 

In Political Charge, Ghilzic. 

To Sir W. H. Macnaghten, Bart. 

British Envoy and Minister, CaubuL 


No. 1. 


Camp, July 2, 1840. 


My dear General, 

Several of the Prince’s people, Yaboos, have been seized. 

As His Highness is always willing to pay for his corn, 
&c., I shall be obliged by your releasing them, if they are 
arrested by your orders. I inquired into the complaint of 
the villager this morning, and he himself stated that the 
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camd» of the whole force were graiing in hii roadway, bnt 
only thote of the Prince were aeiicd* ^ 

Signed) F. Nioouom, 

In PoHtkil Cliuge, Gldlaft.' 


To 'Mqor-Gcoend Hott, 
CoTTimindmg fn. Cmp, 


Thi* flrat letter mty not be correct to a word, a« I kept no 
copy. 


Signed) P. Nioolsoh. 


No. 2. 

Ht dkaa Sis, 

Numcroni ooraplaint* are daily made to me by the infaji* 
biUnte of the oonntiy, etating that people bdooging to the 
camp plunder them, and that the plunder h brought within 
my picket!. Ou inquiry, I find that all or nearly all of 
theae complainU are made againat the aerranU and foQoreta 
of Htt Bighneaa the Shah Zadah. I hare referred many of 
theae complaint! to you, not wiahing in any way to interfere 
with the camp-folknrera of IIU Highneaa j but ai their 
plundering ayatem bai not diminiahed, but it increasing 
daily, I must take measures to prerent such shamcAil and 
disgraceful proceedings attaching to the character of • 
British camp. I hare now in confinement sercral men 
kttkmging to His Highness the Bhsh Xadaii, and a» the 
plunder hsa been brought into thU camp, I beg to acquaint 
you that I intend to punish them as marauders unless the 
Shah Zodah should wish to tend his own people to punish 
them in my presence. If e stop is not put to this ihamcfal 
ayslcm of robbery and emcl opprcMion.I must separate the 
British troops from Uis Highness’s camp, as I will not allow 
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such a stigma to >-attach to the troops under my com- 
mand. 

W. Nott. 

P.S. — I have just been favoured with your note. Eight 
sheep have been stolen, and the owners cruelly beaten. I send 
you one of the robbers, who will point out the men wdio 
carried’ off the sheep. 

To Ca])tam Nicolsou. 


No. 3. 


I\Iy dear General, 

I enclose you the statement of the man your orderly has 
brought to me. I protest most strongly against your punish- 
ing any servant of the Shab Zadah’s, and shall take care that 
the Prince’s people do not punish any men upon inquiry 
made by others than the Prince himself, or his responsible 
adviser, myself, as such an act would be derogatoiy to the 
dignity of a Prince in his own country. 

His Highness proposes marching to-morrow morning, and 
I shall, therefore, be obliged by your furnishing the neces- 
sary escort for the Prince, and the protection of my camp 
and treasure ; a measure w'hich is rendered necessary to 
prevent the repetition of threats similar to that contained in 
your present note. I shall, as in duty bound, forward copies 
of your letters and mine to the British Envoy and Minister ; 
and having requested the release of the people and Yaboos, 
can only regret the occurrence whieh forces the Prince to 
move, and leave you to pursue such a course as you deem 
fit regarding them. 


P. Nicolson. 
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THB rttmam ot laiH uldia khak. 

I went out with the tJnbcgcei people. In a vflltge they 
wished to purchase eight iheep, and the men refused to 
agree to the terms j they replied the sheep were for the 
Pnnco’t use, and they would pay whaterer price the Pnneo 
put upon them, I came on, and the 0nbcgees people hare 
not yet come m, 

P. Nioolsoh. 


No 4. 

Mt DBAa Nicoiaoa, 

You must excuse my entering mto a corrcapondcnce on 
this fuhject. You hare my detormmatKiii in my note of this 
erening, which I shall carry mto efleet at lunse^ unleu Hu 
Hig>ip<-as wQl order hu people to do so u an ctample to 
the whole eamp 

The punishment must take place m my presence. 

W. No*t. 


No 5. 

Mt desb Nicolson, 

will you kindly inform mo where the Prmcc wishes to 
proceed to, thst I may send a proper escort for Hu High- 
ness’s protection, tnd the hour at which it msy be hu 
pleasure to have the troops in attendsncc. 

Yours, !:c,, 

W. Nott. 


Mt DEsa Sia, 

I regret to ny that the eotsplamts hare been tcry nutut- 
rotts to-day, and the Vmts are threotenmg agam to quit the 
country, and take to the hills. I shall be obliged if you wiU 
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take suck measures ns you deem necessary to stop tkis, and 
kavc the pleasure to send a son of the Foocuudar, who has 
brought the complaints. 

Yoiu-s, &c., 

P. Nicolson. 


To General Noil. 


When this con'cspondcncc reached the. Envoy at 
Caubul, he sent it to Sir W. Cotton with the sub- 
joined letter. 


Caubnl, July 7, 18t0. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to forward for your consideration and 
orders, the accompanying copy of a letter to my address 
from Captain Nicolson, in political charge of the Ghilzie 
Expedition, dated the 3rd instant, and its enclosures. 

It will be observed that Major-General Nott, for the 
reasons assigned, took upon himself to order the infliction 
of corporal punishment on the Shah Zadah^s servants, 
in defiance of the earnest remonstrances of the Political 
Officer. It is not stated by Major-General Nott that the 
complaints previously referred to Captain Nicolson had been 
unattended to. 

It will further be observed, that Major-General Nott 
threatened to separate the British troops from His High- 
ness’s camp ; a measure which, in my opinion, would have 
been less objectionable than that actually resorted to ; and 
which, having been threatened, gave to his subsequent 
proceedings the appearance of a gratuitous indignity. It 
will be for you to judge whether the occasion was so urgent 
as to compel Major-General Nott to have recourse, on his 
own authority, to either of these harsh alternatives. 
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I need not dwell on the Eimety of the GoTEmoT-Gencnl 
m Conned, that m the difflcnlt and pecnhnr position wo 
ocenpy m this country, the greatest powible respect end 
tenderness should bo shown for the honour and fedmgs of 
Hit Majesty, and should yon concur with me m thinking 
that in the set which has prored so offenurc to the Prrnc^ 
Ilsjor-General Nott has demted firom tho« principles, I 
hsTO to request that yon wiQ be good enongh to conrey to 
him your opinion in smdi terms as may effectaaDy preroit 
his foiling into a smiiltr error m futoro. 

Should yon differ with me m opinwn, or shonld yon depm 
the eourse necessary or deainbk, 1 shall have the hononr of 
submitting the correspondence m this csm for the coa^ 
ndention and orders of Ooremmeni. 

I here the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient semmt, 

W. H MACTUQHTElf, 

^ E11TC7 ud Mniiita 

To lI^or-OeneTBl Sr "tV Cotton, G C3. tad K-0 JL, 

OotmaBiidxag the Forces in Affg futBktm. 

Sir "WiDoughby Cotton sent the foregoing to Nott, 
ond oeBed for an explnootJOD, which Nott lost not a 
moment m furnishing It is duo to the General, that 
bis account of the trunaaction should bo gi\ cn without a 
syBahlc of deduction. 

Cusp Te enmiiat , July 11, 1S40. 

Sib, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the rccopt of your 
letter of the 8th initaot, with its endosarts, and m ob edienc e 
to your directions to note the foUowiog 
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On my assuming command of tlic troops assembled at 
Hoolau Robart, my tent was immediately surrounded by a 
great number of the inhabitants of the couutrj^, calling aloud 
for justice and protection, and declaring that their com-fields 
and their houses had been entered, their property plundered, 
and their persons beaten and ill-treated by people from the 
British camp. I immediately gave orders, and proclaimed 
by the usual mode, beat of tom-toms, throughout the camp, 
that any person being found guilty of such conduct as 
that above stated would be immediately seized and instantly 
punished. Notmthstanding this caution, plunder and op- 
pression continued. On the second day after my arrival 
in camp, my tent was again surrounded by a number of 
natives with the same cry for protection, declaring that 
everything had been taken from them and brought into 
my camp. Some of these people were cut and wounded 
in endeavouring to defend their property ; and they declared 
that they would again take to the mountains, as they saw 
that there was no justice to be expected from the “ Sahibs.^' 
I immediately sent my orderlies with the complainants, 
to enable them to point out the marauders, and if possible, 
to recover the plundered property. From forty to fifty were 
pointed out, and from among these, thirteen, against whom 
clear and positive evidence was given, and who I found 
were attached to the British troops from the Caubul 
Division, were selected and immediately punished in front 
of the camp, and in presence of the people from whom the 
property had been plundered. It is worthy of remark, that 
these thirteen men complained of the hardship of being 
punished for that which they said they had been committing 
all the way from Caubul to Hoolan Robart. It was some 
consolation to me, that out of all the complaints, not one 
appeared against a single sepoy or camp-follower of the 
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Candth»r Dmnon, I w« aware that many of the camp- 
foDowen of Hu Highnesa Prmee 'Hmonr were concerned 
m thu affair, and that they brought the plondff within 
my picket* , yet I refrained at the moment to notice the 
fact, but I mentioned it to the Political Agent the firat tune 
I aaw lirni. 

The pnniahment of the thirteen men, as above stated, put 
a complete stop to plunder and robbery on the part of 
the foDower* of the regular troop*. Bat robbery and the 
most crod oppreaaioa still contmned on the part of the 
Bhah Zadah^i foBowere, and in many instances, by His 
Majesty the Bhah'a CBTilry The plunder bemg brought 
mto my camp, the natirea naturally celled npon me for 
redren and protection Day after day, almost the whole 
of my tune was taken up by the ent* of these people^ 
and not a day passed without some of them appeanng 
before me, cut and wounded in tho most cmel manner. 
The complainants were frequently aent to the Political Agent, 
without any good result, nor to my knowledge was any one 
of the maraudert ever pumshed. Seeing this, I subsequently 
sent orderlies with the eomplamants to the Political Agent’s 
tents, and the nrosl answer brought was '' Bslanu” Still 
the t}'stem eoniinued and increosed. On the morning of 
tho 2nd instant, a Havildar, who was out m protoetwn 
of camels at gmie, saw many people plundering the viUagen, 
and very properly aeited and sent them mto camp under 
a guard. They were brought before me, and as I found 
that they belonged to the Shah Zadah, I once more scot 
them to the Pohtical Agent, lie did not even send me 
a verbol answer until late m the evening, and after the 
occurrence which is made tho subject of bu complaint. 

On the evening of the 2Dd instant there w»s a great cry 
and uproar in front of my tent. I went out, and was itntoc- 
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diatclj' surromidcd by a number of natives, calling out, 
as usual, for redress from the General Sahib, for justice, 
and for protection, some of them upon their knees, and 
several of them sti’eaming with blood, their arms and breasts 
cut and wounded in the most cruel manner. After obtain- 
ing some degree of silence, I found that their corn-fields 
and houses had been entered and their property plundered ; 
that in their endeavours to save this property, they had been 
wounded in the manner now mentioned; and that the 
robbers, with the plunder, were then entering my camp. 
After some resistance, the marauders, with the plunder, 
were seized within my pickets ; it consisted of several horse- 
loads and eight sheep. Finding that the robbers were the 
Prince’s followers, I wrote to the Political Agent note 
No. 2 in the correspondence now under reply. His answer 
is No. 3. Seeing that the Political Agent was thus deter- 
mined to screen and countenance the atrocious conduct of 
these people, I, as some example, and some little satisfaction 
to the plundered and ill-used inhabitants, slightly, and but 
slightly, punished two out of the ten marauders then before 
me, and restored the stolen sheep to the miserable villagers ; 
but I did not, as I ought to have done, stop the horse-loads of 
plunder then standing before my tent. These are the simple 
facts of what occurred. 

I do not wish to make any remark on the conduct of the 
Political Agent. He has declared that the Shah Zadah 
appeared hurt when he found that the plunderers had been 
punished, and said that he had marched with Colonel Wade 
without any such punishment having occurred. The Political 
Agent may be correct in these assertions, or rather surmises, 

I was not present, certainly, but my information states, that 
the Shah Zadah expressed himself thus: “My followers 
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bchftTt Ycry ill, and of coarse the General rrill panuh all 
robbers alike. "Wheii I ptastd through the Punjaab, if 
Colonel "Wade had not punulifed my camp-foDoirers daily, 
■what TTOuld hare been, and how conld we hare passed ?” 
Bat with that couTcrsatiou I have nothing to do I only 
know that the Political Agent did not do what he ought to 
have done for the honoor of oar conntiy and for the sake of 
humanity , he did not do what was in hia power to do by 
the least exertion j he did not pot a stop to plunder and 
cmel oppreasum, nor did he^ that I ercr beard, pay the 
least attention to the eomplamU I referred to him. And 
yet this puhho officer, on a bare sappootiDn (which was 
erron eoua) that some of the troops had been plandenn^ 
eomplamed to me that the mhabitanta had dedaied their 
determination to fly from thor nllagea. Bat it is not 
necessary for me to write more on the subject, the facts 
stated speak for thenuelres. But as the Political Agent hu 
not in the correapondenee, which I am now called ■upon to 
explain, intimated to the Enroy the mreumstancca which 
took place at Hoolan Bobart, I most be allowed to recapitu- 
late the eubetancQ of what I hare already stated. 

The plunder, the robbery, and the cruel oppression com- 
mitted by the followers of Prmcc Tunour (and of which 
I feel certain be was kept m compaiatrrc ignorance), wu 
such as to outrage the feelmgs of the natircs. Under such 
circumstance^ it became a senoua gucstton whether I could 
Ycntnrc to leave Captam ‘Woodbum’a detachment among 
this greatly imtalcd people, and I at the time mentioned 
these fears to Sir IVlIloughby Cotton j and sure I am, that 
should opport u nity offer, these cmel and ihameful pro- 
ceedings will be retaliated on the troops kfl m this dutnet, 
hfcTcr in sU history have T read of inch plunder, cmdty 
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and oppression as I witnessed in the camp at Hoolan 
Hobart. 

Not wishing to interfere ^Yith the followers of the Prince, 
I, day after day, referred these complaints to the Political 
Agent; hut the system of robbery did not diminish but 
increased daily, and tlic robbers in my own camp openly 
and insolently set me at defiance. The houses and corn- 
fields of the unfortunate inhabitants were entered, their 
property plvmdcred, and the oumers cut and wounded in 
the most cruel manner. The plunder was brought into my 
camp ; and to whom, but to me, as commanding that camp, 
could these poor people look up for redress, protection, and 
restoration of their property ? Numbers of men, w'ho in 
endeavouring to save their little all were cruelly beaten and 
wounded, daily appeared before my tent, crjdng for justice 
while their bodies were streaming with their blood. And 
all this was done under shelter of British troops. It is 
certain that if these troops had not been present, neither 
the Shah Zadah nor the Political Agent would have dared to 
have allowed of such shameful and atrocious conduct on the 
part of their followers ; but the misfortune is, that this vile 
stigma, must, in the eyes of the natives, attach, not to the 
Political Agent w'ho was alone to blame, but to the British 
troops, and to the British character. I rest convinced that 
they never will forget or forgive what they have suffered, 
and that should opportunity offer they will revenge them- 
selves. 

The above is a correct outline of what did occur. I do 
not, at present, think it necessary to state anything further 
on the subject, as I feel well assured that the Envoy and 
Minister will feel great regret to find that such acts should 
have been committed under the shelter and power of British 
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troopt- I certainly can neret feel a wish to command in a 
Britiah camp for one moment if ancli acenes are to pan with 
impunity. 

I win not make the least remark on the rather rude ttyle 
of what the Pohtical Agent calls his protest. He may be a 
very talented yofung man, but tome years must elapse before 
hit talaiti are toftened down mto correct end sober judg- 
ment. 

1 am, &C., 

■W. Norrr. 

To Captihi I>Tagbs, Ac^utsnt-Qenenh 

Sir Willoughby Cotton sent this letter to Sir W. 
Macnaghten, and to the Adjutont-Generol of the nrmy. 
The officud letter* in whidi the Enroy and Minister and 
the officer commanding in Affghnnistan, severally com- 
mnmeated their sentiments to the Govermnent and the 
Commander-in-Chicf in India, oiricFnaly exemplif)’ the 
difference between a biassed and an unbiassed judgment. 
Although Sir Willoughby Cotton was a libend-mindcd 
man, there was not that degree of friendship subsisting 
between him and Nott, which could induce him to 
depart from lus convictions to hdp the Company’s 
General out of a difficulty : on the other hand, hlao- 
naghten was impatient of everything, and angry with 
everybody who could not contemplate the conduct of 
Shah Soojah and his detcstablo fimuly through the 
eouleur de ro$i rordiutn ho had delighted to culti- 
vate. 
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From Miijor-Gcuaral Sir Il'illoughby Collort, G.C.B. and 
KXJL, coinnianditig the troops in Affyltaiiislan, to 
Major-General Lnwley, Adjnlani -General of Ike army. 
No. 13G, doled Hcad-ynnrtcrs, Camp Cuubul, 25/A of 
July, IS jO. 

Sni, 

I hnvc the honour to transmit for tlic information of Ilis 
Excellency the Cominanclcr-in-Chicf a cojiy of a letter 
addressed by the ICnvoy and Minister, to the Government, 
on the subject of u complaint forwarded by Lieutenant 
Kicolson, Assistant Political Agent, against Major-General 
Nott, commanding the troops employed in the Ghilzie 
countiy, for having inflicted corporal punishment on two 
servants of the Shah Zadnh Timour. I also beg to enclose 
j\rajor-Gcncral NotPs letter, cxplanator}^ of the circum- 
stances of the case. 

In forwarding this correspondence, I would beg to remark 
that the system of plunder which appears to have been 
carried on in the camp by the followers of the Shah Zadah 
was atrocious ; and although I regret that Major-General 
Nott was driven to the necessity of punishing the Prince’s 
sen'ants, yet as the Political Agent, to whom he states that 
he fruitlessly applied on several oeeasions, would not check 
the prevailing disorders, it became General Nott’s duty to 
take measures to arrest proceedings so disgraceful and 
tending to alienate the feelings of the people, both from the 
British troops and from His Majesty’s Government. 

I need not point out how quickly the contagion of plunder 
spreads, and His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief is 
well aware how vitally detrimental so mischievous an example 
must prove if permitted to prevail unpunished; and if it be 
YOL. I. P 
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tdmitted, •• I concave it wiD, that it wns absolntety mcnrn* 
bait npon the Gaicral Officer m command to main tain the 
discipline of the camp in the prevention of plunder, it u 
difficult to wy to what altcmatiVB the Major-General could 
have resorted for thii purpoae- He might have remored the 
troops from the Pnnce'a camp , bat in my opimon tneh 
irouJd have been a measure more hurtful to the feelmgs of 
Hu Hi^nesi, and certainly more mjuncma to the digmty of 
the Pnnee m the eyes of the people than the course ho 
adopted — namdy, the immediate punishment of the ddm- 
quoita. hloreover, m leaving the Prmce^a camp, the officff 
commanding mrald hare m some mcarare departed £rom a 
paramount duty the protection of the Prince’s person- 
I beg to state that the copies of the co nespondence and 
documents m thu case were directed to have been tent back 
by General Nott, but have been called for, and shah be for- 
warded hereafter for Hu BiceUcncy's mfbnnatjon 

I would wuh to add one observation I am senaible of 
the objects of the Goremment m maintaimng by all means 
the digmty of the Shah and hu hunhy, and of unprerong 
upon the people of thu country the proofs of hu indepen- 
dence , but I presume that it u not mtended to tacnfice the 
discipline and order of the amy, or the credit of the nation 
for justice and moderation, and, instead of bong offended, I 
should humhly imagine that any Pnnee, other European or 
Asubc, would feel obbgcd to the General commanding for 
affording p r o m pt justice to hu fll treated and oppressed 
peasantry 

1 have ILo, 

(Signed) \r CoTTojr, 
Mslof-OeBCTsl, 

Comtosadm? the Tnxp* la 
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To H. Torrens, Esg., Officiaihg Bccrciary io the Govmi- 
nieni of India in the Secret and Political Department, 
Fort iniliam. 

Sin, 

I have tlic lionour to forward, for the purpose of being 
laid before the Higlit lion, tlic Governor- General in Council, 
the acconipanj'ing correspondence.* 

I trust that the Right Hon. the Governor-General in 
Council uill be of opinion that — admitting the prevalence of 
excesses to the full extent described — no necessity existed 
for the deliberate outrage committed by General Nott on the 
dignity and feelings of the Prince, as the ob\dous measure 
(which he himself threatened to bai’c reeoursc to) of removing 
his own camp to some distance from that of His Highness 
was at band. Tranquillity had been restored to the countr}^, 
and little comparative injur)' could have resulted from such 
a step. 

I therefore beg leave to recommend that such measures 
be talvcn as his Lordship in Council may deem proper, to 
prevent the repetition of such an unnecessary act of violence, , 
if for no other reason than that it cannot fail of being 
prejudicial to our interests, as proving to the people of 
Affghanistan, the truth of the rumours so industriously 
circulated by our enemies to the effect that the Government 

Copy of a letter from Sir "W. Maennghten to Major-General Sir W. 
Cotton, of July 7tb, enclosing Captain Nicolsou’s letter of the 3rd in- 
stant, witli enclosures. Copy of Captain Douglas’s letter to Captain 
LauTcnce, dated 22nd instant, forwarding Major-General Notf s reply of 
tbe 15tli instant. 

P 2 
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of tho ccnmtr^ liai been assmned hy ns, and that Sbab 
Soojab Ool Moolk u t mere pnppet m onr hands. 

Captain NicoUon, it u tmc^ is comparatiTcly a yonng 
man, but be u a young man who, upwards of eight yeara 
ago, by the able discharge of the nuportant political duhes 
entrusted to hnn, earned for himself the high approbation 
of Gorcrnment. It would only he an act of justice towards 
that officer, were 1 to forward to him a copy of General 
Nett’s letter, charging hrm with gross neglect of duty; hut 
I am unwilling to occupy the tune of hu liordahip m 
Counefl, or to swell the records of Oorenunent with docu- 
ments of a recmninatory nature. It la remarkable that this 
Bcrums charge was not hinted at by General Nott until he 
was himself called upon to reply to the complamt preferred 
against him by the Pnnee, I feel Bsaoird that it will not be 
admitted to the prejudice of Captain Nicolson without an 
opportumty of explanation bong afforded to that officer* 
It u easy to draw a daiV picture of the miscnca inflicted 
on an unoffending populabou, by a mutmous and lawless 
soldiery, and unfortunately these cxccsacs are too prcralent ; 
but it IS difficult, espeosHy with troops accustomed to 
.rapine and plunder, to prevent the commission of such 
excesses. Captain Nicolson hu not bad an opportunity of 
showmg that he omitted no means m ha power of seemg 
justice done to the people. The charge of grots ncgleet of 
duty m tha respect wu never before made against bio ; bat 
I hare been assured that the Pnncc's fbllowtra punctoally 
paid for emy article they took. 

In whatever way that charge may be disposed of, I trust 
brt Txmlship will be of opinion, that Captain Nicolwm did 
no more than hia duly ni bringing to my knowledge a 
ftnoui complaint preferred to him by the Pnnee vx the 
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presence of two other Britisli ofBccrs, the tmtli of which, 
I deeply regret to find, has been fully established. 

I have, &c., 

W. H. Macnaghten, 
Envoy and !Ministcr. 

P.S. — It can hardly fail to attract the notice of his 
Lordship in Council, that corporal punishment was inflicted 
on the Prince’s servants, not only after Captain Nicolson’s 
remonstrance, but after that officer had signified to Major- 
General Nott the intention of the Prince to separate his 
camp the next morning, and, consequently, that it was, as 
regarded its proposed objects, altogether gratuitous. 

W. H. Macnaghten, 
Envoy and Minister. 

Caubnl, July 23, ISIO. 

Nott fully appreciated the generous wew of the matter 
taken by Sir Wdloughby Cotton. Early in August he 
wrote : 

Candahnr, August, 184:0, 

My dear Generae, 

I have just received Captain Douglas’s letter of the 
26th ultimo, and as the dawk hour is nearly up, I have only 
just time to say that I have received a copy of your letter to 
Major-General Lumley, Adjutant- General of the army. It 
is most gratifying to my feelings to find that you take such 
a view of the subject. It was deeply to be regretted that I 
was absolutely driven to inflict the fight punishment I did 
in order to put a stop to the horrid scene. I beg to assure 
you that it was even much worse than stated in my public 
letter. When the marauders were brought before me, they 
even refused to pay for or restore the. plunder to the owners. 
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who rtood cut and bloedmg at my tent, and they opculy 
and inaolcntly defied me m my own camp "Wcrald you 
beheve it, these rohben apphed to me the most abuxiTe 
language t Bat obtence of punishment made them thus 
danng I enclose you a note from the Pohtical Agent, 
which wiU show you, m hia own handwntmg, the iratated 
etate of the whole population, and calling upon me to tahe 
mcasnrei to stop audi conduct, he also rerbaUy requested 
me to do to. Upon mquiry, I found that upon this occasion 
also the marauders were the followen of Frmce Timour, 
with three or four men of the Shah’s caralry , yet I nerer 
heard that Lieutenant Nleokon pumihed any of these people; 
and whenever I sent the plunderers to him, the answer, 
if any, was “ Salam.*’ I hare good reason to hehere that 
the Shah Zodah was ao far from feehng annoyed, that he 
ei p re sted pleasure, and tud, *^Of courto the General will 
punish all rohben alike,” Had I bebered that the Envoy 
and Ministet would hare referrod to Goreamment after the 
facts stated m my letter, I certainly should hare entered 
further into the subject, and stated many earcumitances 
to prove that the measure I adopted was m crery point 
of new unavoidable, and that I reframed until my camp 
was a scene of uproar, confnsion end comploinL But I 
wiD not trouble you with all that occurred ; for the honour 
of my country, 1 hope I shall not be urged to state what u 
In my power — it wiU perhaps be better for all that I should 
not — but I have lived too long to allow the shadow of 
dishonour to bo reflected with impunity on my charoetcr 
I feel that I acted os became a Bntiih officer, and as a 
man of aome little humanity ; for the rrst, I cm not anxKmt. 
I always endeavour to confine myself strictly to my mflitary 
duty, nnj deeply regret that any reference should hive been 
thought ncccwary , but should 1 be called upon to defend 
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my conduct, I call do so, and in tliat case delicacy towards 
others must cease. 

Lieutenant Nicolson lias, in his letter of the 3rd of July, 
boldly, but I think imprudently, appealed to two British 
officers who were there. Now, one of these officers I have not 
seen, the other I have, since writing the above j and as Sir 
W. hlacnaghten has misstated the affair in his letter to 
Government, I no longer hesitated in asking the officer in 
question whether the Shah Zadah had expressed himself in the 
way stated by. Lieutenant Nicolson. llis answer is: ‘'No, 
quite the reverse. He appeared to think you had aeted 
properly, and said so. "What Lieutenant Nicolson has stated 
as having been said by the Shah Zadah, is just what he. 
Lieutenant Nicolson, urged and endeavoured to impress upon 
the Prince, telling him that the General’s conduet lowered 
him. Still the Prince did not appear annoyed, but said, 
of course his camp-followers must be punished. And when 
Lieutenant Nicolson urged him to move his camp, he 
said: No, it would have a bad appearance, as a Chief 
was expected the following day, &c. He repeatedly said 
that the General was perfectly right in punishing the 
robbers — that Colonel Wade always did so.” 

Yours ever, 

W. Nott. 

General Cotton. 

Nott’s expectations that the Government would not 
venture to find fault vdth his bold and independent 
course of action, were not fulfilled in the sequel. The 
nervousness of Lord Auckland, and his anxiety to keep 
the Affghan Princes quiet at all hazards, led him to the 
expression of a greater amount of anger than the cir- 
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(iumstances warranted Instead of rgoicing that there 
was at least one man in the countiy who bod the 
manliness to protect the people from outrage, and 
impress them with favourable notions of the stem sense 
of justice by which British officers were governed, bis 
Lordship “ in Council” suffered himself to be grievously 
ruffled, and authorised the transmission of the subjoined 
intimation of hia high displeasure. We have no fear 
that such a judgment vrill bo interpreted by the im- 
partial reader to Nott’s disadvantage. Pains had been 
taken by Sir W. Macnaghten, m his letter of the 
23rd of July, to prejudice the Government against Nott, 
and to prepossess it in favour of Captain Nicnlson, 
Every soldier was sacrificed that the ” Pobticals ” might 
bo upheld, and the Government of India was loo com- 
pletely led by the Envoy to judge f^y for itsclfi Here 
is Lord AucUand’s judgment : 

rr cmfiiti-ntjil Dc^utatait.) Fort uTllbin, Aogut 17, 1610. 

Si», 

I am directed to acknowledge your letter of the 23rd 
ultimo^ on the proccedmga of Mojor-Qcneral Nott in ponuh- 
jng, by bu ovm authority, certam ferranU of Uu llighncM, 
the Shah Zadah Timoar. 

In reply, I am desired to atatc that the Gorcmor-Gcnertil 
in Council hai observed the conduct of Major-General Nott 
upon this occasion with great regret and displca^nrc. It 
was undoubtedly the duty of the Major-General to bring 
eamcftly to the notice of Hii lIigboc*», and of the 
Pohticid Agent, in allcndaucc upon bun, the instances to 
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wliicli he refers of o])prcssion of the people of the country 
by Ills Highness’s follou’crs ; and if such representa- 
tions did not in his opinion receive due atteution, to have 
made known the circumstances^ througii the Major- 
General commanding in iVffghanistan, for the information 
of the Envoy and klinistcr ; or, in extremity, it would have 
been open to him to separate the camp of the British force 
from that of llis Highness. But that Major-General Nott 
should arrogate to himself the power of punishing the 
servants of the Shah’s son and rci)rcscntative within His 
i\Iajcsty’s dominions, where the Shah Zadah was actually in 
the exercise of \icc-regal functions, cannot but excite 
extreme surprise, and create an im])rcssion unfavourable to 
the discretion, and perfect fitness for delicate duties in such 
a countr}', of the officer concerned. 

You are aware how anxious is the desire of the Governor- 
General in Council to promote the independence, and uphold 
the dignity and honour of the Affghan monarchy. It is 
needless, therefore, to enlarge on the pain which his Lord- 
ship in Council must feel at a course of proceeding so 
entirely at variance udth his wishes and principles as that 
w'hich Major-General Nott allowed himself in this case to 
pursue. 

From all the information which has been received of the 
excellent disposition of the Shah Zadah, there cannot be a 
doubt that on a proper representation being made to him, 
he would have hastened either directly to repress the violence 
of his followers, or to give a sanction to a due degree of 
interference by the British authorities, in extreme cases of 
W'anton disorder and licence. 

■ His Lordship in Council remarks that there is no appear- 
ance on the papers before him of Major-Geneml Nott having 
endeavoured to obtain a personal audience from the Shah 
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Zadah, OT of hia haring songht to cultivate those feeling* of 
confidence and regard on, the part of Hia Highnct* toward* 
hirnidf, which would be»t bar© removed the difficnlbe* 
naturally attendant on the presence on a eotomon temco of 
two diaUnct authontiea, and of regular troopa and of the 
nnduciplnied bodiei eompoimg Hu Higfanesa'a escort and 
imte. 

It u neecfiaiy, m recording the preceding obaervaticmi on 
the part taken m the treniaction m question by hIajor> 
General Nott, to require from lacuteaant Nicolaon a full 
explanation m regard to the allegationf, made by the Major- 
General, of the neglect by that officer of the Ttfermccs 
made to him on the aubject of the cruel and marauding 
practicea of the parba belonging to the Shah Zadah’a camp. 
Thcrae practicea, at detenbed m the correipondence, appetr to 
have been of great atrooty, and matt be viewed by hu 
Lordihip m Oouncil with pain and abhorrence. Thu cspla* 
natiou you are requeated to aubmit, without delay, to the 
considcratKm of GoTcmmeat 

A copy of thu letter will be ccunmnnicaled from thu 
office to Major-General Sit Willoughby Colton, G C3 and 
K.C H , who win, hu Lordship m Council u aware, be 
anxions to imprcu iqKm every officer under hu command, 
that constant and marked respect for the authority of the 
Shah, hu family and officer*, which will proro to the world 
our regard for the Sbah'a person, and tbe nature of the 
Bntub policy and position m Afighanlftan. 

On your part, you will contmuc to employ all our inflocnce 
unremittingly, m order to proeuro tuch on obKrrancc of tbe 
rule* and utage* of avilizcd nations, m the utmost prac- 
ticable control of the inegnlar bodic* of Aflghan forces, 
as will bc*t conciliate that respect, and can alone he 
dcsemng of Bntuh co-operation and support- 
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Mnjoi’-Gcncral Sir Willoughby Cottou will be requested 
to make tbe necessary communication of tbe sentiments of 
bis Lordsbip in Council to Major-General Nott. 

I have &c., 

(Signed) II. Torrens^ 
Ofiicialuig Secretary lo the Goverumeut of India. 

To Sir 17. n. iilacnaglitcn, Bart., 

Envoy and Minister at tbe Court of Sliah Soojab Ool Moolk, 

Caubvd. 

Having placed Captain Woodburn in position at 
Hoolan Robart, Nott returned ^Yith his force to Can- 
dahar, late in July, not sorry to get back to his house, 
for the inarches in the Ghilzie country had nearly burnt 
him to a cinder. He described his face and hands as 
“most horrible” from exposure to the sun. If he 
tucked up a sleeve, the hand, he said, “looked like a 
piece of ebony stuck on a piece of ivoiy.” There 
seemed to be no medium in an Affghan climate. The 
cold was either so intense that there was no holding a 
pen, or the heat so fierce that the human frame was 
fairly baked. 

The General flattered liimself with the prospect of 
at least a little repose after his expedition to Hoolan 
Robart ; but events had, in the meantime, taken place 
which directed his immediate attention to another 
quarter. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1840, 

cosmujorGB 07 tub poutkui. omoxu — bhiho or tux naooossu 
— ATtACt 01 A coTTOT— onarTTOtt or qiJinTAih--«CArnnui or 

snzuT BT yn auM LCEAy— OETOLiiigoTt ixnnaito 

HD cousmxsuca ▼ttH m v. ODTroB^Bznrux atd taxtiai 
irmaocnoj or tub coxtoi rjujcrxnuie to XAjrwr-irciTt tm> 
ciZDfl TQ qtiirmn--'COuaxt xcnra’A lucciaa ax ■uvr.ijs^ 

BtWETB KKAB TAUS TID! mXlh- irtmUIX OT Urm»A»T MTHtAl 
~-TOn VOTU ox XCMDSTOVO — XXDCCirTDD dEUlT— IXTVUl TO 
PiyTttntm- 

WiiEN Khelal foU, the authorities placed one Shah 
Nawas Khan, a Brahoo Chicfhihi, upon the musnud, 
because his view* were supposed to be tarourablo fo 
British interests, lieutenant Loveday was appointed 
Political Agent at Khelat, to watch the conduct of Iho 
new ruler, and keep Mr. Ross Bell acquainted witli hts 
morements. In tho meanwhfles, the tribes to the west 
and south of tho Bolan Pass, espoused the cause of tho 
jnuthful son of tho former Khan (Mehrab), and 
sdcntly awaited their opportunity of hoisting the 
standard of rebcUioiu 
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A tcmporarjf cessation of plunder and \dolencc was 
quite sufficient to satisfy the self-love of the political 
officers in Upper Scinde. They assured themselves 
that they had tranquillized the countr)^, and saw, 
with remarkahle complacency, the withdrawal of troops 
from Quettah to Candahar, and the substitution of 
weak detachments for compact and efficient bodies of 
all arms. 

When the countr}' had been sufficiently stripped of 
troops, or that they had been placed at such distances 
from each other, as to render prompt co-operation 
impossible, the signal for revolt was hoisted. The 
fiery arrow went through the land, the sword and 
dagger of Bcloochce and MmTee and Brahoe were 
unsheathed in a moment, and a gucriUa warfare com- 
•haenccd. In the month of May, the fii’st symptons 
of hostility to the new order of things manifested 
themselves, and plunder and massacre became the 
order of the day. There was more, thought the tribes,, 
to be gained by mai'auding, than by the paltry com- 
pensation reluctantly doled forth by the Government 
for a forced abstuience from predatory habits, and 
submission to the rule of the foreigner. 

It is hardly necessary to endeavour to connect the 
plan of operations (if plan there were) adopted by 
the various tiibes, to destroy the British detachments, 
obtain possession of the places they occupied, and 
annihilate the political authority which the Government 
of India had established. 
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If the attacks were not concerted, they were, at any 
rate, nearly amraltanoom, and directed to onr sereral 
strongholda- That they were forttinate in their resolta, 
must be ascribed to the weakness of the parties exposed 
to attack in detail But the ” political” incotapetem^ 
and confidence which rendered the British name a bye- 
word, were more than counterbalanced by the numerous 
instances of gallantry and devotion to which the insur- 
rection gave rise. 

The eaifiest instance of a successful assault upon a 
British detachment occurred on the 7th of May. A 
convoy, •under Lieutenant Clarke, of the 2nd Bombay 
Grenadiers, bad procoeded to the fort of Kahun, in the 
Boogtee bills, in compony with Captain Lewis Brown, 
of the 6th Regiment, NX, who hod 'been ordered 
to occupy and hold the fort with Ihreo hundred 
bayonets and two howitxcra. On the return of Lieu- 
tenant Clarke to a post called Poolarie, situated in the 
level country, south of Kahun, ho was attacked by 
2000 Murrecs, who put himself and the whole of his 
detachment of 60 horse, and 160 infimtiy, to the 
sword. Soon afterwards the Brahocs having organised 
their measures for the restoration of Mchrab Khan's 
son, revolted at Moostung, and mustering forces from 
all quarters, commenced a scries of hostilities which 
terminated in the loss of Khdat to Shah Nuwaz Khan- 
Previous to this, however, the Kakur tribes invested the 
fort of hrirrco at Quettoh, blockading Captain Bean, 
and the small detachment of 230 of tlw Sliah's infantry, 
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and a few Belooclicc artillerymen. They were driven 
off after a vigorous defence, but a few days later the 
enemy assembled in still greater force, and laid siege to 
Quettah. 

^Matters had reached tliis critical point, when Major- 
Gcnci'al Nott was rcti’acing his steps to Candahai*. 
Letters from Captain Ripley, his faithful and active 
Fort-Adjutant, continually met him en route, descrip- 
tive of the state and progress of affairs. Captain Bean 
had sent to Candahar for reinforcements ; Lieutenant 
Jackson had been dispatched with a detachment to 
secure the fort of ICillah AbdooUali, and hold the 
Bolan Pass safe. A chuppao, or dash, had been 
made upon Moostung from Quettah by Lieutenant 
Hammersley, who had become Adjutant of a coi’ps of 
Bolan Rangers, in order to relieve a detachment there, 
and it failed. Eveiybody was in consternation, no 
one at Candahar knew what course to take ; to Nott 
alone all e3^es were directed, and liis arrival was most 
anxiously awaited. 

Taking time by the forelock, Nott, while on the 
march, communicated his views to Sir Willoughby 
Cotton, in a letter which commands admiration for 
its wisdom and candour. 


Camp Siri Usp, Jtily 10, 1840. 

My dear Genebae, 

At every halting-ground I receive different and con- 
tradictory reports of the state of the country between 
Candahar and Sukkur ; hut all agree that rebellion is rife 
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in the land, and all the people m anni Of conrat^ authentic 
report* are made by the Aaautant Pohbcala to the Enroy 
and Minuter I mih these gentlemen mrald not, by fob 
lowmg the impulse of the moment, provoke attaeki until 
we arc in a state to fuftam them, and mecosfallj to 
accomplish any object they may have m view Bong on 
tny march, I have not that mfonnation which wonld induce 
me to wnte my opinion folly and officially to yonj and 
indeed, it would be too laU^ at I have no doubt all nece smy 
arrangements and order* have been issued at Cauhnl, and 
I shall only have to carry atnctly into effect whatertr 
portion of these ordcra may fall to my lot. But as you 
formerly requested me to wnto my sentiments freely to 
you, I beg to make one remark in this note — ^Thc state 
of the country has, I preanme, betm laid before you by 
the political aothonties, Too will recoTleet that there are 
only two regiments of regular sepoys in the wide atent 
of country from the Bolan to Qhumn The people of Shawl, 
Kbdat and Moostong, are m arms, and the most diitsnt 
Chief* and tnbes are said to bo monng to these places, 
end I expect to hear that the Kojnek Pass u occopjcd 
I would therefore, under all circumstances, strongly org® 
Ihst no small detachments should be sent out , they would 
be beaten, and howcNcr small the party, howercr tnflmg 
the loss, it would be scut m tho tone of wfld cisggcratKm 
over the whole of Aflghanistan and into Persta, with 
declarations that they had defeated a strong portion of 
the BntJih army Let no such detachment be sent oot, 
we cannot at this moment afford the least check. I hare 
written to Candnhar, requesting that no part of the l-nd 
Regiment, or wing of the 43rd, now there, may be detached 
without an order from Canbui If any nccuimt sboald 
occur to thwa regiment* by detaching parties from them 
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before reinforccnients sbnll arrive at Candabar, I vrill not 
conceal my real opinion, and will declare that the game 
in this part of the Shah^s dominions will be at an end. 
And, after all, what is the force which a set of political 
boys arc loudly and foolishly calling upon us to destroy 
piecemeal ? why, trul}', two regiments of sepoys and six 
6-poundcr guns ! Again 'I say, do not separate ; keep 
them together, whether in garrison at Candahar or opposed 
to the enemy iu the field, and all will end well; but 
if you do not do this, it appears to me that ruin null 
speedily follow. 

Captain Bean confines his ideas to that miserable dog- 
hole, Quettah, and dictates the troops to be sent to that place 
from Candahar : “ One regiment of regular infantry, four 
guns (out of six) and 300 horse” (all now at Candahar), 
without noting the object in ^^cw. I could earnestly wish 
the Envoy and Minister to impress upon these gentlemen 
the propriety of at all times confining their application to 
stating the object, and leaving the means to the oflBcer 
in command. But they reverse the order of things, by 
calling for and particularizing the number of guns, infantiy 
and cavalry, without stating the object in view. Now no 
officer of common understanding would pay the least atten- 
tion to such a call. The officer placed at Killah AbdooUah, 
for the purpose of watching and keeping open the Kojuck 
Pass, quits his post, takes a trip to Quettah, from whence 
he is sent, with others, to beat the enemy (so report says) 
out of Moostung, without having the means of attacking 
300 men. Away they gallop ; and no sooner do they get 
in sight of the place, than they find it necessary to turn 
round and gallop back again, with the enemy at their heels ! 
Even such a sOly, paltiy affair must have a ruinous effect 
among the half-savage, half-civUized, but brave mountaineers. 

Q 
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Who»e ordert u this gentleman at the Kojuck nndcr? The 
pronnee of Shawl waa, m General Ordert, placed under 
my command , yet a aenont attack hai been made on 
the po«t of Quettah, and other attacka fooUihty provoked 
m ita viamty, and the officer commanding m Shawl never 
reporti^ never tends me a line on the subject, olthongh 
tho safety of the whole country from Ghucu to the BoUn, 
and even to Solclrar, might bare been compromised, and 
all thi* m eonseqaence of tho nnmiliUry and extraordinary 
orders isaned to the Shah^a troops. I repeat, that if this 
lyatem is to bo contmned, disaster mnst follow I shall 
direct the small force at Condahor to bo ready to take 
the field at the shortest notice, and shall await ranfoTeo* 
ments and orders from Canbni Bat I am of opinion that 
no troops can more from Candahar with safety to that 
place and the surrounding connlry untQ a complete garrison 
bo sent from Csubul to replace tho troops which may be 
sent into the field. If Khelat u to be retaken, a large 
force will now bo required and heavier guns than mere 
G-ponnden It is now seven month* since I strongly 
recommended that the IS^ponnders should be put m a 
state to more, but nothing has been done, and the guot 
are now required and cannot be used for want of bullocks 
and the nccctsar) cstabbsbmcnt There is a company of 
European artillerymen left ut Candahar by Sir J Kcaoc, 
but they arc without a battery, and therefore oselets 
koors, 

\V, Norr 


To Bir W Cotton. 


Upon Mnjor-GcncnJ Noll’s arrival at Candahar, 
he found that Major LcccU lind been succeeded as 
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Political Agent by Major Rawlinson,* a man as much 
distinguished hy his great scholarly attainments, as hy 
his sound good sense, gentlemanlike hearing, and lofty 
spii’it. Nott himself, not always disposed to judge 
favoumhly hy first appearances, at once adopted a good 
opinion of !Major Rawlinson, and during the two years’ 
intercourse which followed, had never, upon a single 
occasion, the slightest reason to complain of either the 
presumption, the unfitness, or the interference of his 
political colleague. In one respect the two men were 
alike. They held opinions at variance with those of 
the Government they served. They saw the country 
was in a state of rebellion ; they knew that the Shah 
(Soojah) was exceedingly disliked; and they firmly 
believed, that the country could only he held by the 
gi’eatest caution, the most determined bravery, and 
the most decided distrust of the Afighans and the 
Beloochees. 

Measures having been taken, at the instance of the 
Envoy and Minister, for the fortification of Candahar, 
attention was now directed to the defence of Quettah, 
and the recapture of Khelat. For the former purpose. 
Colonel Stacey was dispatched, with two Horse Artillery 
guns, the 43rd Regiment, N.L, and 200 of Christie’s 
Horse. Upon the subject of the latter. Sir Willoughby 
Cotton v 5 Tote, under date 9th August, 1840 : 

The fall of Khelat is an unfortunate event, and the 
treachery exhibited by the garrison, should have been sur- 

* The present Colonel Rawlinson, C.B. 

Q 2 
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mned, I ihoold have imagined, bj the political authoritiea. 
Why Rom Bell and Captain Bean, at the firat placing the 
man on the throne, did not at the aamo time Icare either 
yooT 81it Regiment, or a Bombay corpa there, I am at 
a loea to conceive. 

The place must be retaken, and I have applied to Gorem- 
ment, and the Envoy and Minuter aeconded the same, that 
Her Majeaty^a 40th Regiment, and two Bombay regiment*, 
NJ., should bo immodUtely moved to Qnettah, which, 
with the aaiiutanco we can fomiah from Candahar, will 
enable ui to recover it to a certainty. I have m good 
an opinion a* you can have of tho valour of native regiment*, 
but thia place waa taken by two Queen^t corp, and since 
that the citadel has been strengthened by our engineers, and 
is naturally strong. 

If it depends on me, I shall give you the command of tbc 
troops employed, and propose tbc aamo to Oovtmment, 
e» I am iurt it cxmwl be in better hxtndi. 

Pcoding the decision of tho nuthoritica relative to the 
command of tlio expedition to Khdot, Stacey tras 
enjoined by General Nott, not on any account to enter 
upon operations against Khclnt without instructions 
from CaubuL 

Antidpating the determination of the British 
Government to recapture Khdat, tho Chiefs 
had now obtained possession of tho plncc, commenced 
strengthening the place by budding up tho gatewnp, 
le\*clliDg tho wtdla and buddings outside tho city gate 
whicli liad given shelter to tho Queen’s Royida on tlie 
occasion of the previous attack, and repairing tlic 
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damaged portion of the defences. Information of these 
proceedings reaching Nott, he strongly counselled Sir 
Willoughby not to allow a small force to be sent 
against the place. He felt assured that the apprehension 
of the ^^sit of a considerable armament would induce 
the enemy to abandon the fortress and take to the 
mountains ; while, if a weak detachment only advanced 
to the recapture, they would probably defend every 
inch of ground most obstinately. It was one of the 
maxims of Indian warfare, which Nott had adopted 
from experience of the failure of others, that we should 
never in a hostile countr)' move a detachment, which 
was not strong enough to place success beyond a 
doubt. He was more particularly anxious at this 
moment, because, as Willshire had been two or three 
times beaten back bv the Khelatecs, before he carried 
the fortress by storm, there was great probability of 
their repelling a much weaker attacking party, now 
that they had learnt to guard against the mistakes of 
their predecessors. His views are generally expressed 
in a pi-ivate letter, of the 1 6th. of August : 


This country is in a very unsettled state. This very day 
I have received information which has iuduced me to order 
the whole of the ^Srd, with some artillery and cavalry, to 
march to-morrow morning to Quettah, which is threatened 
by the Beloochees in some force. I suppose the Govern- 
ment will feel themselves bound in honour to retake Khelat 
as soon as they can collect a sufficient number of men 
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But the place hai been made very a/rorw?, and the fdlowi 
win not make the blundera they did laet time, and creu 
then, with their hlondera, Willahire^a men were beaten 
back thrt€ tune*. Thia la not generally known m Bengal, 
hut it u true enough. It will require double the number 
of troop* to take it now, should it be defended. Sir Vf. 
Cotton wntc* me, that the Queen's 40th Begnne i it and 
two Bombay nativo regiment* ere ordered to join the Quettah 
troop*, which with aeiutanee from Candahar and Caubul, 
will, he thmki, laffica to the place ; hut I suspect 
the whole Beloochee nation will be m arm* thn tnne, 
tm'd the Btiooch i* a Ttsj different fellow to the i^ghan 
— he IJ obtitnettl^ bnxv^ They are undoubtedly the beat 
»word»mcn m the world. In an afflur where redde** 
LUmmeraley got wounded the other day> he declare* that 
he saw one of the*e fellow* keep intecn or twenty of our 
cavalry at a distance' for a considerable tuna, and cut 
»ome of them down. The dethroning of Mdirab Khan wa* 
a mo*t ihamcfal affair, and retribution ha* come Sir AV. 
Cotton ha* wntten to Lord Auckland regarding the retakmg 
of Khelat, sind he tell* mo that he ha* strongly recom- 
mended th*t the war shall be entrusted to me. ihiH 
now »ce wbether bu Lordsbip ho* yet forgotten the **oId 
ladle* behind the purdih” — 1 faucy not. Sir Cotton 
has behared very wdl indeed, be never interfere* with 
my arrangement*, and olway* tell* mo to act a* I hke- 
Sir "W. Macnaghten asked him for a regiment m the 
Candahar Dinsion the other day, and his answer was, 
" Let application bo made to Geucml Nott, and if hr 
will spare one, I have no objection*' Now Sir W. Cotto** 
coold not Imre known that 1 should rntr tcc hi* letter, 
but I did- 



■OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


231 


At the commencement of September, Major-General 
Nott received tlin necessary official authority for pro- 
ceeding against Khclat. 


Cnbool, Scpl. 3, IS'lO. 

Sir, 

Intelligence having reached us of the dcpartiu*e from 
Snlckur of a detachment of the 1st and 2nd Bombay Gre- 
nadier Begiments and 200 of tlie Queen^s 40th Regiment, 
with a part)' of Irregular Horse, and having reason to 
believe that that detachment will be available for service 
against Khelat by the end of the present month, we have 
to request that you will immediately proceed towards 
Quettah, with the 18-pouudcrs now in Candahar, and a 
sufficient escort, the nature of which you will arrange in 
concert with the Political Assistant at Candahar with re- 
ference to the cxigcnc}" which may exist for the presence 
of troops at the latter place. 

2. It is our wish that you should assume the command 
of the expedition to proceed for the recapture of Khelat. 
On your arrival at Quettah, you will decide in communi- 
cation with Captain Bean, the Political Agent of that place, 
as to the best mode of operations. You will be pleased 
to enter into immediate correspondence with the officer 
commanding the Bombay Detachment, either instructing him 
to move up by the Gundava Pass, and meet your force 
on a specified day at Khelat, or to come up through the 
Bolan Pass and join you at Quettah, as may seem most 
advisable to yourself and Captain Bean, with reference to 
the state of affairs then existing. But you will understand. 
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that cnrmg to the great dutance from Gaubol, you wQI 
exerctae your omi ducretum in bQ matten connected with 
the dn^ now BMrgnpd to you, and you will not deem it 
neeeaaary to await our inatrucbona. 

8 In the erent of ita bemg found nccemry to attack 
the fort of Khelat, you wiD, after ita recapture place 
themn a gamaon of one regiment of infantry. Captain 
Bean will be the proper anthonty to make amngementi 
for aecunng the peace of the country, pendmg the final 
orden of Goremioent as to its diapoaal. 

4. The termi to be offered to the rcbeli now in posaeaoon 
of Khelat ar^ firat, anconditional sunender, and an ataurtneo 
that the *on of Uehrah Khan will be recognized by the 
Bntiah GoTemment and Hit Majeaty Shah Soojah Ooi 
MooTk aa the lawful Chief of Belooehiatau, on hia agreong 
immediately to proceed to Caubnl to pay peraoual homage 
to Hu hlajeaty, and on hu agreeing to aubaeribe to inch 
other conditioaa aa it may be thought proper to im> 
poae. 

6 Captam Bean will adect aome competent mdmdoal * 
to adnmiuter the a&uri of the country during the abacnce 
of the young Khan, and pendmg hu mimitry, anbject to 
auch adncc aa he may receiTe from the Aisutant to the 
Fobtical Agent on the ipot. 

0 Theao inatructiona will of courie bare effect Only In 
the event of none being reeaved direct from Government. 

7. It u needleaa to obaerre, that the •oontr these opera* 
tiona are brought to a concluaion the better, not only 
becauao the moral effect of pcnnitting the present atatc of 
affairi to last, must be highly injunoua to our mtercfti, hut 
because the cold season seta m so early and with such 
seventy in the high regwo of Khelat, that operatums will 
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after the ex])i ration of a mouth or two become imprac- 
ticable. 

Wc have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient sci^^ants, 

W. 11. Macnagiiten, 

Envoy nud ilinislcr. 

WiLLouGiinv Cotton, 
!Mnjor- General, 
Commanding in AlTgbanislaii. 

I'o Major-Geuend Noft, Coinnianding at Candaliar. 


While Major-General Nott and his political col- 
leagues, were arranging the defence of Quettah and 
the recover}' of Khclat, Mr. Ross Bell, the chief political 
authorit}' in Scinde, dispatched reinforcements to 
occupy the different posts still in the possession of our 
troops, and to put down the insurrection in Moostung. 
The situation of Captain Brown at Kahun, beleaguered, 
and vigilantly watched as he was by hordes of Be- 
loochees, was the primary object of solicitude. Reports 
fi-om that officer announced, that his provisions were 
fast failing him, but that he was determined on holding 
his post until reduced to the last extremity. It was 
therefore resolved to thi'ow supplies into the fort 
without delay, and with this view a convoy of 1,200 
camels and 600 bullocks, was placed under the charge 
of Major- Clibborn of the 1st Bombay Grenadiers, who, 
with a force of 464 bayonets, 34 rank and file of 
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Bombay Artillery, and three 12-pounder bowhim, 
marched for Kahun.* 

The disastroua fate of this convoy is truly the most 
distressing episode in the history of the occupation of 
Beloochistan. In spite of the intense heat of (ho 
weather, the convoy started on the 1 2th of August, 
and by marching at night accomplished tho distance 
to Pookgee, of one hundred and ten miles, across the 
burning and desert plains of Scinde, with less distress 
to the men than could have been anticipated- At 
Poolagee, Major Clihbom*s force had increased by 
200 Poonah and Scindc Irregular Horse, under Lieute- 
nants Lock and Malcolm, and entered the bills by 
the sontbem Pass on the 24 th- In hre marches 

they reached the Snrtoff Mountain. It took thirteen 
or fourteen hours — namely, from 2 a-U. to S or 
4 PJI-, to get the convoy and guns up tho moun- 
ts ; the latter had to be dragged up by monual 
labour, tho rood running up tho steep foce of the 
mountain, in many places nearly perpendicular, and 
which is said by those who have seen both, to exceed 
in difficulty the famed Kt^ck Pass. Tho suffering 
of tho sepoys employed in this scrvico, and indeed of 
oil, exposed as they were to tho burning heat of an 
August sun, was distressing in tho extreme, but it 
was borne cheerfully and without a corDplaiot. The 
niglit was passed on Iho table land on the summit, 
with uo water nearer than tho foot of the Gh^ut, TTic 


UoBomb of AJfzfaAiusUn. 
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men had little rest ; they were under arms the greater 
part of the night, the Beloochees keeping up a fire 
on the pickets and camp from the other side of an 
impassable mvine. 

At two o’clock on the morning of the 31st of 
August, the march was continued to the foot of the 
second range of mountains, distant six or seven miles. 
The road lying along the foot of the mountain, was so 
cut up by ra^dncs and nullahs, that one of the guns 
upset, occasioning considerable delay in righting and 
repairing it, the men being all the while exposed to 
a galling fire from the Beloochees, which wounded 
several. One of the officers engaged thus continued 
a description of the sad affair; 

“ Moving on again, we soon came in sight of the 
Pass of Nuffoosk, and here all our difficulties became 
apparent. The road which had been reported practi- 
cable for guns and camels, rose before our worried and 
exhausted troops in a zig-zag course up the side of 
a precipitous mountain • the crest crowned with the 
enemy, screened under shelter of the rocks, who on 
our appearance, set fire to a beacon fight. It was now 
10 A.M., and the heat fearfully oppressive. A letter 
from Captain Brown in Kahun, reported that abundance 
of. rain had fallen, and that no doubt we should find 
a sufficiency of water at our ground. The reports of 
the guides on arrival were that there was no water ! 
And the fittle remaining in the puckauls (skins) from 
the last halting-ground, on the top of the Surtoff Pass 
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(^^here neither water nor forage exists), was dned up. 
Under these circumstances, it was evident that tho 
whole force and cattle must pensb from thirst, unless 
the Pass of Nnffoosk were earned, beyond whidi, 
water was said to be procurable, and the Fort of 
Kahun distant about six miles, 

“We waited anxiously tiE half-past one for the 
omval of the rear-guard, consisting of tho Ist and 
2nd companies of tho Ist Grenadiers, one howitzer, 
and the Poonah Horse under Lieutenant Lock. At 
two, the dispositions for attacking the Pass were made, 
and the left dank companies of tho let and 2nd 
Grenadiers, and fifty vohmteers, Poonah AuxEmry 
Horse, under Lieutenant Lock, were led with admirahJo 
coolness and order by Captam Raitt, foDowed by a 
strong support of the Grenadiers. An effective flnnkuig 
party was posted at the foot of the Ghaut, on the 
right, who kept up a heavy fire on tho oust of the 
b3L Tho guns were placed bo ns to throw shrapnel 
shell* to dear the head of tho Pass, whflo tho stonniiig 
party advanced up the sleep face of tho mountain 
Tho remainder of tho escort with tho colours were 
drawn up upon the pbin, faang tho Pass, and pro- 
tecting tho gun* With tho greatest anxiety wo 
watched the progress of the Btorraing part), ns they 
itcadU) wound up, under a heavy fire from the enemy , 
m some parts they were only able to advance m singto 
file Tho road, at nil times baivU practicabk; for gun*, 
had been altogether destroji'd, and thc\ found brru.sl- 
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works, topped with thorny bushes, built across the 
road, in those places most exposed to the fire from 
the ridge. These they surmounted ; the ledge of the 
head of the Pass was gained, and the party ready to 
rush on; one sepoy was seen to reach the gap and 
fii'c through, when from every side they were assailed 
by a tremendous fire from the enemy, and rocks and 
stones were hurled from the summit. The Beloochees, 
with a wild shout, rushed down sword in hand. 
Hundreds and hundreds poured over the ridges of the 
mountains, and leaping into the midst of the men, 
bore all before them. Sepoys and Beloochees were 
mingled on the hill. 

“ Seeing the attack completely repulsed, and that to 
make any stand on the face of the hill was impossible, 
the .supporting and flanking parties retreated to the 
colours. The enemy rushed down the mountain, and 
although the guns were, sweeping the plain with grape, 
advanced with such determination, gallantry and im- 
petuosity, that there was barely time to form the men — 
a task rendered but the more diflBcult by the number of 
recruits necessaiily placed in the ranks for the present 
service. The Beloochees, pouring round and round in 
all directions, attacked sword in hand, and throwing in 
showers of the heavy stones, with which the plain 
abounded, advanced to the very muzzles of the guns. 
The men, however, behaved admirably, and kept up so 
brisk a fire, that with well-applied rounds of grape from 
Captain Stamford’s howitzers, the enemy was repulsed 
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with great slaughter, drapersing in all direction*, num- 
bera falling in the flight. 

"Our loss on the mountain wa* now found to be 
very severe. Nearly half the stonning-party had felkn, 
and wo hod lost four officer*. Raitt was shot through 
the thigh, about half-way up the mountain, when he 
turned round and asked Franklin to lead the advance ; 
but seeing him supporting poor WiDiam*, who had just 
been shot through the head, he bound his handkerchief 
round the wound, and again took his place at the 
head of his company, whCTo he fell nobly when the 
rush took place, at which time also Franklin was 
kifl o d . Little Moore received two shot-wounds, and 
was afterwards ait down a Beloocbeo in passing 
Lock, who led the dismounted sowars ; he was severely 
wounded, receiving a sword-cut .and several sevt^ 
bruises from stones on the head, but was forced down 
tho hill by his orderly, and reached one of tho guns in a 
fainting state. Out of the hundred dismounted sowars 
alone, fifty-three were IdUcd. 

" Tho cncjmy had been repulsed with great slaughter, 
and most of thdr influential men wero lying dead 
around us, but the Pass remained in their possession, 
their numbers were stfll great, and corabmed 

tribes of the Bdoochccs, amounting in fact to several 
thousands. To follow up our success was impossible ; 
tho heat was dreadfully intense, and tho sufFerings of 
the men and cattle, from exhaustion and thirst, became 
painfully apparent. Tho men grew clamorous for drink, 


OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


239 


and the cries of the wounded and dying, for water 1 
water ! were unceasing. The few bottles of beer among 
the officers’ baggage, given to allay the wants of the 
greatest sufferers, gave rise to scenes of frenzy and 
despair. Men of all castes rushed and struggled for it, 
and many a miserable wretch, on getting hold of a 
bottle and finding it empty dropped lifeless on the 
ground. The scene was agonizing to behold. Parties 
were sent to search for water ; and Meer Hussain, one 
of the guides, having reported that they discovered 
some in a nullah, about half a coss off, the whole of the 
Puckaul Bheesties, and camel Puckauls, under the 
escort of the Irregular Horse, were dispatched to procure 
a supply. The gun-horses were sent with the party, 
being quite unfit, in their exhausted state, to take the 
guns back, and many of the officers’ horses accompa- 
nied them. The evening was spent in collecting and 
bringing off the wounded, and occasionally firing shells 
into the hills, from which the enemy kept up a fire on 
the skirmishers in the plain. Party after party returned, 
reporting that no water was to be found ; and, about 
sunset, some stragglers from Meer Hussain’s paiiy 
came in, reporting that the whole had been surrounded 
in a nullah, the greater part cut to pieces, and the 
horses carried off.” 

“ Under these circumstances,” Major Clibborn states 
in his official despatch, “ it becomes necessary to deter- 
mine what should be done. I had already lost about 
150 men of my small force, (small, when the nature of 
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the country, and the size of the convoy arc considered,) 
the remainder being enfeebled with thirst, and the 
exertions of the two previous days ; and, to add to cmr 
different difficnlties, most of the carad-men, dcfoly- 
beorers, &o^ had absconded during the action, after 
plundering the Commissariat. The gun-borses were 
gone ; and the men of the Gohmdauze, so prostrated 
from fatigue and thirst, that latterly they could scarcely 
rise to fire a gun- In this state I found it impossible, 
allowing that I made a succtssful attack on the Pass, to 
convey either the storea or guns over it, pordculariy as 
the road had been destroyed ; and, after maturo ddibe- 
ration, I found that it would bo impracticable to coiry 
out the object of the convoy to throw provisions into 
Kahun; and further, that nnle&s the water-party, hones, 
returned looo, my whole force, cattle and foDowas, 
must perish of thirst Tho sad alternative devolved on 
me of dedding on the abandonment of tbo unfcfTtunato 
garrison of Kahun, the stores and materials of tho 
detachment ; and the choice presented itself by a rapid 
retreat to the water at Surtoff, of saving tho remainder 
of my men and tho numerous foUowers, with sucli 
carriages and stores as thdr enfeebled state would 
permit mo to carry off. I thereforo resolved, unless tho 
gUD-horscs and water arrived by 10 p.m. to move off 
quietly with my troops. 

“ Such continuing to be the case at that hour, 1 
directed Captain Stamford to splko his guns, and at 
eleven o'clock vre moved with os much quiotne^ as llie 
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frantic stale of the men would permit. I am grieved 
to add lliat wo w(;ro obligt^d to abandon nearly every- 
thing — guns, stores, camp equipage, ^'c. ; the desertion 
of the camcl-drivcr.s having put it out of my power to 
i-cmovc tliem. 

“ The wounded were carried on the few camels we 
could manage to take with us. We readied the top of 
the Surtoff, fortunately without obstruction from the 
enemy, for the men were completely knocked up. Here 
all discipline was at an end ; the men rushing down the 
hill, leaped into the pools of water like madmen. The 
rear-guard was attacked by a large body of Beloochecs, 
and the slaughter among the followers was very great. 
As soon as the men could be got from the water they 
were formed into square, as the Beloochecs were re- 
])ortcd to have shown themselves on all sides, and we 
waited for day-break, when it was found that the whole 
of the convoy and baggage we had been able to remove, 
had been earned off in the confusion and darkness of 
the night. 

“ The sepoys at Nuffoosk had been ordered in the 
evening to put three or four days’ supply of flour in 
theii- horse-sacks, but most of the men had been too 
much exhausted to do so, and we now found ourselves 
absolutely without food. Not a single tent was saved, 
cither for officers or men ; and nothing remained but to 
make a forced march on Poolagee, distant more than 
fifty miles. Fortunately we had still a few empty 
camels, and were joined by others on the road, on 
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which we brought on the wounded. Lock had n uorrow 
escape ; he was carried to Surtoff, bound to the back 
of a sowar, and aflerwards brought on lashed to the 
back of a cameL 

“ The suffering* of all on the march to Poolagco, 
from the intenso heat of the weather, rendered more 
insupportable by the reflection of the sand and sand* 
stone rodka, i* not to be described. Poor Captain 
Hdghington, of the 1st Grenadier*, died the day after 
we reached Poolagee, from the effects of the sun and 
fiitigue, and many of the men died on the march.' 
Major CEbbom, whose exertions were imtiring, and 
whose courage and self-possession through these trying 
scenes were most conapumoua, and the admiration of 
all, would hare prohahfy shored the Bomo fate, had not 
one of the sepoys, observing a change in his counte- 
nance on the march, begged of him to wrap a musEn 
sash (which he gore him) round his head in place of his 
diakoe. This, no doubt, saved his lifa In his official 
despatch ho deservedly notices the gallant bravery of 
Lieutenant Lock of the Poonah InTgulnr Horse, and 
Lieutenant Malcolm of the Sdnde Horse, The great 
number of their men who fell, show* how nobly they 
did their duty ; indeed, tbe conduct of all the men, 
many of the Ut Grenadier* raw recruits, who never 
before had been under fire, was exemplary.” 

Whilo these disastrous affairs were in coiirso of 
occurrence, Captain Lewis Brown maintained his posi- 
tion in the fort of Kahun, in tho Murrcc Hills, display* 
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cxpeditaoD, and was in no mood to allow of any inter- 
ference by " boy politicals,” although the one referrtd to 
in the subjoined extract, wus his friend Hntnmeraley 

Ag^in I Bay that I am ashamed of my coantrymen, and I 
prefer the munh-abused Beloochce. This very mormng, 
on the march, I heard two Enghahmen, thcmselTci 

honourable men and gentlemen, declanng that they thought 
every native of the coantry thooJd bare hi* throat cot f 
And why f Becaow theae poor, wretched people lomctimei 
shoot onr people m defence of their wiv«m, cittidren and 
property When I was mthm three marche* of Kbelat, 
1 sent m proclamattona, aaaonng the mhabitanta that if 
they remained qmetly m their honjcs, their person* and 
property ahonld bo protected, that no plnndcT or Tioleare 
ahould oecor, and that every article ahonld be paid for 
On my arrival withm one march of the city, the principal 
men came to my camp m the night, trembling and sQpph* 
catmg to IcDovr whether this could bo true, and whether, 
after all that they and their famihe* bad suffered, they 
could place reliance upon my pronuaca? I assured them* 
told them that nothing could resist the force I had, and 
snid . “ Go hack to your aty, and let me find the ^tei 
open on my arrival, and rest oaiurcd of complete protcctiotL 
Tbty bcheved me. On approaching the city I tent Cobncl 
Btacoy on with four companiei, to take posacasion of the 
gateways if ho found the aty racated, with itnct orders 
not to allow a tingle individual to enter, mthcr European 
or native, without my order*. This apphed to all, and wai 
absolutely ncceasary to qmet the fears of the people. Stsccy 
did his duty firmly and humanely, ond the people wm 
full of gratitude Well, while he was doing this, I 
giving direction* for pitehmg the camp, and phuang lb 
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artillery in case of attack^ when a sUly Political, who was 
not allowed by Stacey to enter the city, came galloping mto 
camp, and addressed me, in presence of my officers, in 
the most rude manner possible, saying : " What right have 
you to order me not to enter the city ? I must have your 
orders in writing/^ The fellow annoyed me, and I told him 
he had better go to his tent. He again rudely and loudly 
said : “ You have no light.” I replied : “ Sir, not another 
word, or I will place you in close confinement, and you 
know me well enough to be aware that I wdl do so.” He 
said no more, but went to his tent; hut I dare say he will 
wiite a long story to the Envoy, and he will inform the 
Governor- General that he is horrified at my conduct to a 
public functionary, and I shall in due time hear something 
very wise from his Lordship, which I shall not care so much 
about, as my old grandmother would for a brass fai’thing. 
I have a sweet consolation, which neither the praises nor 
the censures of Governors can take from me — the devoted 
gratitude of an oppressed people. For two days, my tent 
was surrounded by the people of the city, pouiing forth 
their thanks ; and when I went into the town, the whole 
mass came, and in their way, blessed me for protection. 
Three days afterwards, when I put my troops in march on 
our return, a mUe and a half from the city, the inhabitants 
were oh the side of the road to bid me farewell, and many of 
them placed their hands on my horse, uttering lamentations 
and sorrow at my departure. 

Major-General Nott, after placing Colonel Stacey in 
political chai’ge of Khelat, returned to Quettah; and, 
on the 18th of November, marched to Candahar, with 
the 43rd N.I., having left the 42nd N.I., and fifty 
cavahy to garrison Khelat; the Shah’s 2nd Regiment 
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of inf^try, and fifty cavalry, to protect Moostong; 
and the Shah’s Ist Regiment of infentry, 6 Elorse 
Artillery gaps, and a party of cavalry to aid in the 
protection of QuettalL* Previous to his departure from 
Khelat, the General mote to Sir Willoughby Cotton, 
reporting Ws proceedings, and bearing, in the following 
paragraph, a generous tribute to the ‘conduct of the 
sepoys, and the officers employed in the enterprisc- 


Although the Bengal aepoya have not had on the present 
occasion an op portn mty of distmgoiahing themselves in action 
with the enemy, yet I beg to easnre yon that nothing could 
bo better than thetr cxindact. The scahrai and cheerful 
mannepr m whirii they conveyed the battering tmn dnnng a 
march of nearly three hundred mfia of the most diScnlt 
oonnlry m the vorld, draggmg these heavy guns over the 
Kojuclc Motmtains, through beds of nvers and deep ravines, 

* Nth aw VThm ftHl conhinted in in the hills. To ondi the 
chtdUfn and restorQ ttsniiainity to the idsile of Hpper Scasdtv lUjft 
GacesI Brooks dxspatdiod an aide-de-camp to Colosel UnhsH. 
with orko to attad: the Khan's camp at Kchat 'vUh the grtatest 
powiblfl ptomptitode. ITtruImn or mma fndi^d the S5th Boohaj NX 
Taking mth hsn a detachment cDosiatiBg of 500 hejtmets of that 
ecnps, ISO of the ind Bomhej Oremdierv, 180 of the Slst NX* 
and tro gnn^ he adraneed npea the Khan and attaded hm at 
dayfarenk, on the 1st of December The mpriio ■was most eoopletct 
Knsaecr IHut* fled in constematioa at the lint ap pf nTi ce 

of OBT tioopa j bnt hU CUefi hdd out desperately, and not ontil 
500 Beloodiees wre slain ttm the caony pot to Dlghl. The defeso® 
was most gallant, and the poutUm hdd hy the enemy ao stnaig that 
the Bomhey tioopa ttnat hare fought nilh the nlnsost atcadiacn aod 
the moat perscrerisg bisTcty to hare aducred a tWotj agauat lucb 
adrutogea. 
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exceeds all praise, and has called forth the admiration of 
their Eui’opean officers and of the European aiiidlerymen 
attached to the battery. Their patience under fatigue and 
privation, and their soldier-like and orderly conduct deserve 
my warmest thanks; and their anxious and active zeal to 
hasten the march and to encounter the enemy, has confirmed 
me in the conviction that they are, when they perceive 
that confidence is placed in them, fully' equal to any troops 
in the world. 

I cannot close this letter without bringing to your notice 
the great assistance I have received. from Colonel Stacey, 
commanding the 43rd Regiment, Major Clarkson, com- 
manding the 42nd Regiment, Captain Macan, commanding 
the troops of His Majesty Shah Soojah Ool Moolk ; and my 
best thanks are due to that excellent officer. Captain W. 
Anderson, in command of the artillery, and to Captain 
T. Walker, commanding the cavalry. My best thanks 
are also due to Captain Polwhele, Biigade-Major, and to 
Lieutenant W. F. Tytler, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- 
General, for their constant exertions in the public service. 

During Major-General Nott’s return march, he re- 
ceived intelligence that the Ameer Dost Mahomed had 
surrendered to Sir William Macnaghten. This was 
considered so conclusive of the operations in the north, 
that Sir Willoughhy Cotton applied to the Government , 
for permission to resign his command, and return to 
England, a measure rendered necessary hy the state of 
liis health, and which he had only deferred until the 
service on which he was engaged could he brought to 
a satisfactory close. 
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As Nott approached Candahar, he was greeted with 
a letter from Major Rawlinson, who most aniicnisly 
desired his return with the 43rd R^^iment 

“ I shall be most thankful,” wrote Rawlinson, when 
yon re-enter tlua town with the 4 3rd Raiment, for it is 
anything but pleasant to see a spirit of opposition 
to the Government showing itself through oil the dis- 
tricts, and to feel that, happen what may, there is no 
possibility of employing force in support of the royal 
authority. Within the last few days the prospect of 
affairs has been brighter than for some time past, and I 
think it very possible that the entrance of the 43rd 
into Candahar, and the rumour which will be imme- 
diately spread abroad of the remforcement of our gar- 
rison, win have the effect of settling the two disturbed ' 
^tricts of D eravvu t and Zemmdaur, without further 
trouble,” 

The year 1840 was now fast drawing to a dose; and 
as fiir as the tronquHlisatioD of tho country between 
the entrance to the Bolan Pass and Candahar was 
concerned, General Nott considered that the military 
movements had not been altogether unproductive. Yet 
ho was not destined to witness a serene finale. As ho 
had antidpatod 0^^ bis letters to his children), the 
Government sent him certain admonitions on hts 
advance to Kbclnt without authority from Mr. Ross 
Bell ; on his haught)' treatment of tho minor political 
officers ; and on his exclusion of Captain Hammcrslcy 
from Khclat. Some disagreeable feeling was excited by 
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the issue of a distiict order, turning the 2nd N.L, 
out of their barracks, to make way for the 43rd 
N.L; and Major Rawlinson announced the gro^^i;h 
of disaffection to the weshvai-d, and the necessity for 
sending out troops. 

Upon all the subjects, on which he had been taken 
to task, Nott defended himself mth great talent and 
earnestness; maintaining the integrity and propriety 
of his proceeding, which, in after-letters, the Govern- 
ment had the grace partially, but clumsily and 
ungracefully, to admit. 

The correspondence with Rawlinson on the insur- 
rection in Zemindaur, may be given at length, for it 
brings us upon a new phase of the history of the war 
of Affghanistan, and establishes, that when Nott had 
to deal with a political officer who understood his 
character, could respect his motives, and was not puffed 
up with a sense of his own importance, he could take 
pleasui’e in being courteous and considerate. Raw- 
linson’s letters are much to his credit, and honourable 
to his understanding and his modesty. 

Candaliar, Dec. 13, 1S40. 

My dear General, 

I regret to say affairs to the westward are assuming so 
alarming an appearance, that I begin to fear the employment 
of regular troops will be found necessary in support of the 
authority of the Government. Ackter Khan, of Zemindaur, 
who, as you know, is at the bead of the present rising 
has set us fairly at defiance, and expressed his deterrainaff"" 


vnr, T 
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to meet the Gorwnmcnt forcta m the fidd rather than 
abandon hu position as Chief of Zenundanr and Nomad, 
which he has for some tune held in opposition to oor wishes 
and in defiance of onr means of ejecting him. He u bosDj 
employed m raising the men of his own trib^ m sccnnng 
partixans among the discontented clans m his Tiom^, and 
m other preparations for making good his avowed mtentwn 
of fightmg At present his followers do not amoxmt to 
a greater number than about 800, but at the most modmte 
computation, if the Chiefs who hate dedartd their espousal 
of hiB cause really stand by him, he will he able shortly 
to muster 1,500 armed men, and m the event of his bang 
jomed by the Igmunces, which is rumoured, but whnh I do 
not beheve, the numbers will perhaps be twoUoi a* high 
as B,000 

Considenng that it is always objectionable to employ nm- 
doetonee boops agamat the AfTghans, if it can pocsihly be 
avoided, I hare adopted such meant os were in my power m 
the meantune to try and settle this buxmess qmetly 
nval Chiefs of the Aleiye tribe, to which Adder Khan belongs, 
have been sent into Zeuundanr, backed by s strong demon 
stratwn on the part of the local Govemment, in the hope 
that they will have mfluenco sufflaent to detach numbffs of 
the tnbo from the rebd standard j and if defection once 
commences, it a not unpotsible thst the whole body may 
take a panic and disperse, wlulo Ackter Khan also has been 
offered sudi terms of secunty of life and property as were 
consistent with the dignity of Uu Majesty’s Gorernroent, 
and the communication has been entrusted to mdlnduds 
who aro highly mtcreited m the proveiition of a hostUc 
issue 

Still, however, all these efforts at paaficatwn may not 
improbably be unavailing, and I would therefore suggest the 
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expediency of your ordering a regiment and two guns to be 
held in readiness for service, provided you consider the 
withdrawal of the same from Candahar consistent with the 
safety of the ganison. Whether, under the circumstances, it 
may be proper to employ the services of Captain Wood- 
bum^s corps, or of one of the regiments of the Bengal 
Infantry, I cannot pretend to offer an opinion. The Envoy 
lately informed me, that from the reports he had had of the 
state of Captain Woodbum^s regiment, he thought it would be 
better to sacrifice any amount of revenue than to send it to 
Girishk but the present is not a question of revenue, nor 
would the regiment visit Girishk, except en route to Zemindaur 
or Nouzad. Should you decide upon employing this eorps, 
it might, after dispei’sing Ackter Khan and his followers, 
take up the position in Zemindaur occupied last winter by 
Captain Macan, unless indeed more commodious quarters 
should offer in Nouzad, and I could ensm’e ample supplies 
of grain, forage, &c., from the Government stores at 
Girishk. 

On the other hand, should there be any militaiy objections 
to employing Captain Woodbum^s corps at the present 
time, I consider the state of affairs such as folly to authorize 
the detachment of a regular regiment. The lawless assem- 
blage in Zemindaur presents rather the appearance of an 
organized conspiracy against the Government than a mere 
tumultuary rising to resist the collection of the revenue. 
If allowed to gain head, it may swell into a formidable 
rebellion, and I consider, therefore, the crushing of it at 
the outset as a service upon which the troops of the regular 
army may be legitimately employed. To show its true 
poHtical- character, and to divest it of all appearance of 
mere revenue or police, I may also mention that I have 
proof, which I consider satisfactory, of Ackter Khan being 

T 2 
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m c oc reapondcDce with Yar Mahomed Khan of Herat; and 
I fhrthex take the opportunity of mentioning that Major 
Todd u ao well aware of the dapoaation of the "Wuiecr to 
intngne upon the Candahar frontier, that he hai repeatedly 
of latoy both pnhhcly and pnratcly, urged the detachment 
of at least a regiment to the forts m the vicinity of the 
Hirer Helmnnd, as a point of first-rate political consequence. 
In the event of a regular regiment being employed, it would 
perhaps be found most conrement after the dupcraal of the 
msurgenta m Zcmindaur or Nouiad, for the men to go mto 
wmter quartcra at Ginabk, the poeibon bemg sufficiently 
near the disturbed dutnets to hold them in awe, and to 
prereut the reassemhlmg of the rebels, the climate bemg 
at this aeason perfectly talubnous, and the aceommodstwm 
the heat that is to be found between Candahar and Bent 
But arrangements of this kmd would necessarily he de- 
pendent, m a great measure, on the progress of erents after 
the force had taken the field. 1 have only fturlher to add, 
that the 20th of December is the latest date I can nllow for 
the chance of a pacific adjustment. Should intelligence reach 
Candahar by that date, of Ackler Khan havmg lorrcndcred 
himself and dispersed his followers, there will of course he 
no occasion for a military morement, otherwise, I would 
propose that the troops were ordered to march on SSetniutlaaf 
on that day 

Believe mo. 

My dear General, 

Youri very truly, 

II. N. Hawuwbox 

r.S. — 1 should wuh, with your approvol, that the political 
charge of the movement agsinst Aekter KLan were entru^cd 
to Iseutennnt HIk*, m whom 1 have perfevt confidence, and 
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^vllo from his acquaintance with the language, and his long 
residence upon the Herat frontier, is particularly well qualified 
to give effect to my wishes in the ultimate arrangement of 
the business. 


Candahar, Dec. 14?’ 1840. 


My dear hlAJOR, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your 
■ letter of yesterday’s date, and with reference to the state- 
ments therein contained, I am decidedly of your opinion 
that a regular corps ought to be employed in the perfor- 
mance of the service you require. I shall therefore have 
a detachment ready by the day you mention, of one regiment 
of infantry and two guns ; it will be desirable to send a 
small party of cavalry, but their number must depend upon 
the quantity of forage hkely to be available, and you will 
oblige me by stating yom* opinion on this subject ; if forage 
is scarce, the party of horse must be as small as possible, 
or they may not only be inconvenient, but do mischief. 

Under all the circumstances noted in your letter, I think, 
if not too late in the season, it would be desirable to get the 
42nd back into the Candahar district ; or, perhaps, as the 
38th, now at Dadur, is, I understand, eventually to come to 
this garrison, it would be much more convenient, if that 
corps was ordered to march immediately for this station. 
If my memory serves me, I think Mr. Ross Bell, in a letter 
to Captain Bean, a short time ago, stated that the 38th was 
to march to Candahar in all this month. 

The 2nd is the corps to proceed on the service in question, 
and as the officers are all strangers to the people and the 
country, it would be very desirable, that your Assistant, 
Lieutenant Elliot, who is so well acquainted with the district, 
and the language of its inhabitants, should be as much with 



^78 


THB HFE 


the detachment as posiiblej and 1 hope yon srOl be able bo to 
arrange. 

I believe snppbca of gram srill be plenbfnl m the direction 
the troops are abont to tako, but you ^nll obbge by gmng 
mo your opinion on this subject — the great drawback and 
impediment to the rapid opcratians of troops m this country, 
1 * their bong encumbered with so many gram camels, 
which, I hope, may m a great degree bo dispensed with on 
this occasion. 

I am. 

My dear Major, 

Yours Bmcerdy, 

W. Norr. 

To BawUitsaD, FoUtkal Afat, 

Caadalar 


Ctitdatjirt ISQl 


Mt OEAJl GsKUiX, 

I beg to rctom you my beat thanks, ferr your bo readily 
faDmg in with my views, regarding the expediency of cm 
ploying a r^ular regiment m Zmindaur 
^Vith regard to forage, no doubt considertblo difficulty 
will be experienced in procuring a large supply. A party 
of 400 or 500 Affghan Ilors© hare alreody ban sent out 
m the direction of Zemindaur, to aupport with ther pre- 
ecnce tbo Aloyo Chiefs, whom I mentioned to you had 
been sent to try their inflamice m the tribe agamit Aekter 
Khan, and their consumption will hiTo been conuderable. 
I should alto wish, should you have no objection, to fcud 
OudoQ Khan’s dusta of 100 Affghan Ilors^ now in our 
regular pay, and on whom I think wo may depend, to 
accompany the troops, and act under tho orders of the 
conmianding officer, to that pcrfaspi there wiH he no 
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occasion, in your opinion, for more than 100 of the Hin- 
dostance cavalry, and for this small number forage, no 
doubt, would be procurable. 

5,000 maunds of gi-ain have already been stored at 
Girishk, and there is more than double that amount collected 
in Zemindaur and Nouzad, and due to the Government 
on accoimt of revenue, so that I do not apprehend any 
difficulty whatever in supplying the troops to any extent 
that may be required. 

Perhaps it would be most advisable for the force to march 
the direct route to Girishk, and in that case I should say, 
if they left Candahar with ten days^ supply, it would be 
ample. At Giiishk, Lieutenant Elliot would fill up the grain 
bags from the Government stores, and would make arrange- 
ments for the transport of further supplies (for which, 
camels might be furnished him from this place), at regular • 
periods, either to Zemindam* or Nouzad, according to the 
movement of the troops, and in the event of there being any 
unexpected scarcity in those districts. 

Believe me. 

My dear General, 

Tours very truly, 

H. N. Rawlinson. 

Candahar, Dec. 17th. 

My deab General, 

I received a letter last night from Elliot, which makes me 
think it possible that Ackter Khan may come in after all of 
his own accord, and thus save us the trouble of employing 
troops , against him. A deputation of Chiefs went out 
the day before yesterday to Zemindaur, to tiy and bring 
Ackter Khan in, and I should like much to hear the result 
of their mission, which, as I say, judging from EllioPs 



280 


TH£ LIFE 


inteHigencft, may jtirt cliance to be fftTonrable, before tbe 
troope move. 

I hope tbercforc, yon wOl not think me changeable, 
if I requeat you to countermand the march of the troopa, 
until the 28rd ; by that day, I naui have a definite anavrer, 
and if Ackter Khan remaina obstinate, there will be no 
reaource but tending out the troopa. I am jutt itarting for 
a few days’ residence at Bolea Wulee, for change of air, 
but I win keep you daily informed of the state of affiun to 
the westward. 

Youn very truly, 

H. N. lUwUNlOH. 

In conformity to Rawlinson’s wishfis, Captain 
Fanington wm sent out with n detachment of the 
2nd Regiment N-L, two Horse Artillery guns, a rissolab 
of tho Irt Cavalry, and a party of Afighan Hone. 
The result is given in the neort dmpter. 
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CHAPTER VIL 
1841. 

OrEIUTIOXS ZEMTKDAUR — 3tAJO^-GE^'EIUL I'-LmiKSTOKE AimniS 

TO COAIMAKU IN ArrcnANISTAN — SERIOUS ASPECT OP AITAIRS AT 
HERAT — ACKTER KUAN — THE FORT OF GERISHK— GO^'ERNMENT AP- 
PROATS OP THE aiOAT-lIENT ON KIIELAT — GENERAL ELPHINSXONE 
ANB THE STAFF OFFICERS AT C.VNBAJIAJl — ^ROBERT NOTT — DEATH OF 
HR. CHARLES NOTT — ITOODBURN AT GIRISHK AND GRIFFIN AT SECUN- 
DERABAD — ■WT3IER AT EELTIEE — THE EXPEDITION TO DERATTUT. 

The dawn of 1841 was sufficiently auspicious. 
Upper Affghanistan was tranquil. Destitute of a 
Chief, whose cause formed a rallying point for dis- 
affection, the various tribes put aside their arms, 
moodily awaiting the turn of events, which might pro- 
vide them with opportunity for renewing hostilities. 
The only disturbed part of the country was the 
province of Zemindaur — the single cloud in the summer 
sky. And tliis solitary dark spot was soon obliterated. 
A detachment sent out under Captain Fariington came 
up with the rebel Ghilzies, under Acktcr Khan, at the 
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viflago of Lnrdie Nowah, and after a short action suc- 
ceeded in defeating and dispersing them. The rebels 
had taken up a strong portion amongst sand hUI^ with 
a canal in their rear. Their advanced posts having been 
driven in. Lieutenant Hawkins got his guns into positioo, 
and ddivered a sharp fire of shrapnel and grape, under 
COVET of whidi the infantry advanced, and drove the 
enemy from the vidni^ of the village. As they fled, 
the cavalry were let loose upon them, and completed 
thdr rout The standard was taken, and the enemy 
left sixty men dead upon the field. After half an 
hour’s halt Captain Farringtcm pnxseded to the strong- 
hold of Ackter Khan, and Tccaptored somo guns, which 
had been taken by him a few days previously from 
Mohamed Afiom Khan. In frus aefion, two lieutenants 
of the 2nd Regiment of Native Inftintry were wounded. 
Tho sepoys behaved, as usual, extremely weD, notwith- 
standing the intense cold of tho weather,* and the 
goUcd and blistered state of their feet from long and 
rapid raardies over a stony country. Tho expedition 
under Mohamed ADum Khan, consisting of the Shah's 
troops and two of Her Majesty’s guns, had been sent 
out by the officer ia Genersl NoU*s ahscncc. 

When Nott returned from Khclat, his first exclamation, 
when he heard of tho nature of the force that had been 
sent out, was, “ Wdl, then, you have lost your two 

• Tte Ibenoometer «Ta tvmtj df gic a bclcrw frwiing^ioint j 
» lercrt trial for nten Mcn^tomeil to ten «Dd twntj ilfprro atoTC 
Uood.bm. 
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guns.” Ten days afterwards, his impression was con- 
fiiTQed, and he then ordered out the detachment under 
Captain Farrington. 

Sir Willoughby Cotton, having quitted Afghanistan, 
a considerable amount of curiosity arose as to his pro- 
bable successor. Public opinion pointed to Nott as 
unquestionably the most fitted for the appointment, 
and the wishes of the officers of the force corresponded 
with their anticipations. The wish, indeed, was “ father 
to the thought.” But Nott himself cherished no such 
expectations. He had had large experience of the 
jobbery of the Auckland administration ; he knew that 
his plain speaking had made him unpalatable to the 
folks in power ; and he could not conquer the impres- 
sion that if there was a Queen’s officer to serve, neither 
the experience, nor the seniority, nor the service claims 
of a Company’s General coidd avail him. To add to 
this general conviction that the command would not be 
given to him, the General received a letter, early in 
January, reprehending his strictures on political officers. 
He gives an explanation of the circumstances which led 
to the communication in one of his usual familiar epistles 
to his children. 

It appears that a private letter of mine, freely commenting 
on the proceedings of the Politicals in this country, was 
Jcindly sent to Government, and I am called upon to state 
my reasons for having written it. I have done so in ten 
lines, saying that it was a private letter, not intended to go 
further than the individual to whom it was addressed, and 
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wntten under the unprcMBon of \rhat ma passing before mo 
at the moment But the fact u, they irant to get nd of me, 
and they are rakmg up all lands of things for an excuse, 
and trying to good me mto disrespectful language. My 
language shall he firm and independent, but not dis< 
respectful. Now, to explain all thoe thmgs to you, and 
to show all the 21 natnred nonsenBe m the papers, m a 
proper light, would require a volume, and I have scribbled 
the above to make yon guew at the whole. 

I cannot alter my nature, I cannot change and divest 
myself of the independent disposition God has given me. I 
cannot conceal my hatred and indignation at oppression, 
cruelty, and dishonourable conduct, end therefore, I am unfit 
for the scenes paaimg in this country I cannot bend my 
spmt, or bnng my mind to ^Aetr level, consequaitly I most 
lufTer the mjustice of those dressed m authority It might 
be said, why not do as othen do, and smil^ and with a 
smooth toDgue outwardly approve and praise those deeds, 
which my mmd condemns, and my heart abhors T My shwt 
tuBwer IS, “ I cannot, I could not even to gam a longdom. 

I win not," and tbereforo poverty must be the lot of me and 
mine. 

A day or two oiler the dupatch of this letter to 
India, Nott secs the name of Major Genond Elplun* 
stone m orders to command in Affghanistan. He 
evinces neither surprise nor nnnoynnec. Tlio GenenJ 
was his senior, and it was discrctiomil with the Govern- 
ment to confer the command on Nott himsdf or a 
Queen’s officer “ But," said the subject of this 
memoir, true to his nttachment to the service, and his 
nssurance of the worthiness of many of the older 
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ofliccrs, “ Ihcy might as well have called forth one of 
the Company’s Generals.” Alas, for the interest and 
honour of the army ! alas, for the interests of humanity, 
and the character of Great Britain ! the choice fell on 
the most incomjictcnt soldier that was to be found 
among the ofliccrs of the requisite rank. General 
Eljihinstonc mms a favourite of fortune. He had 
held commissions in the Guards, and was one of 
the most gentleman-like of the members of the 
household brigade ; but he had no experience of 
service ; he lacked health and strength, and infirmity 
brought with it its usual concomitants, indolence and 
feebleness of purjiosc. His want of energy, resolution, 
and capacity was soon to develop itself in the total 
prostration of the Caubul force. Nott knew that our 
position in Affghanistan had become most critical, 
albeit appearances favoured an opposite notion. He 
considered that we “ sat upon a barrel of gunpowder,” 
and thus forewarned he was ever guai'ding against any 
sudden surprises. The infatuated Government of Lord 
Auckland, lulled by the specious representations of Sii- 
William Macnaghten, himself a weak and confiding 
man, imagined that little more was required of an 
officer at the head of the troops in such a countiy than 
to pay due court to Shah Soojah and occasionally 
parade the troops kept up to swell the pageantry of the 
reviled and justly hated monarch. Therefore Elphin- 
stone was elected to command, and Nott left to the 
alternative of continuing at Candahar or resigning. 
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Happily for the vrelfaro of the force, and the ultimate 
advantage of Great Britain, ho decided to continue at 
his post 

The Ghilrie robelDon hod been suppressed but not 
citinguisbed. 'Hie ashes of revolt still smouldered, 
and it needed but the exertion of a few weeks to fen 
them into a flame. In the middle of February tho 
rebds were ogain in the Add, and drcumstanccs now 
arose to render it expedient that strong mcastircs 
should be adopted for completely aushing the insurreo- 
tiom 

In a former chapter (treating of the events of Sep- 
tember, 18400 allasion has been made to the situation 
of Mtgor d’Arcy Todd at Herat, and tho designs of 
Shah Kamran upon Condabar. From that time 
onwards Major Todd had been uigtntly representing 
the serious state of affurs at Hcaat to Sir ^^^lliam 
Macnaghten, and tho Government of India. His posi- 
tion had become most cmbarrasiing and critical, and 
finally he felt himself compelled to quit Herat That 
event, and tho probable consequences of its occarrcnco 
upon the afiairs of Western Affghanistan, ore thus set 
forth in a letter which hlajor Rawlinson now addressed 
to General NotU 

Ckahhar, Feb. JJ, 1**1- 

Sis, 

1 hate had tho htmonr of h^ng bcfcTro you a deipatch of 
Jlajor Todd, under dale the 10th initant, reporting 
our political relations wiUi the IltnU Oovenunent hare bee® 
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broken off, and that tlic officers and servants of the British 
mission have been compelled to leave the city, hlajor Todd 
has also given it as his opinion, that the ruptiu’C will be 
followed np, on the part of Yar Jlahomed Khan, by an im- 
mediate hostile movement in the direction of Candahar, and 
that an attempt ndll be made to surprise the fort of 
Girishlc. 

Under these circumstances, it appears to me of a first-rate 
importance, that the iusurrection in Zemindam’ should be 
crushed before the acquisition of further strength may render 
its co-operatiou of any essential scrncc to the Wuzeer of 
Herat in his projected advance; and I also considex’, that 
the strengthening of our position upon the Helmund, and 
the indication of readiness upon our part to meet any such 
advance, would be the most effectual way of chccldng the 
movement, and of frustrating its object. I would therefore 
suggest that a force of artillery, infan tr}^ and cavalry, to the 
extent that may be spared from the garrison of Candahar, 
without endangering its safety, should be forthwith directed 
to march upon the Helmund with a view of co-operating 
with the garrison of Girishk in a combined movement upon 
the rebel position in Zemindaur. 

I further take occasion to mention that an intercepted 
letter of Ackter Khan, which has just been brought into me, 
announces his proposal to move from Zemindaur by the 
dii’ect route towards Candahar, if encouraged by the tribes 
occupying the intervening country, and I would therefore 
suggest to you, whether it would not be advisable for the 
force now proceeding to the westward, to take this direct 
route, which is perfectly practicable to artillery, in pre- 
ference to joining the other party at Giiishk, beyond the 
Helmund, and thus leaving the approach to the Urgundab 
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VaBey, Trhere the Doortnee mhabitanta are notononily du- 
affected, open to the poasible advance of the rdjel*. 

If the force now drtaehed from Candahar connrt of one 
regiment of in&ntry, two gone, and 800 Hmdoatance Hone, 
they will he m mfflaent itrength to carry out the ol;gect of 
the morement, cren ihould Ackter Khan (who, by the la»t 
account^ hai not more than 1,800 men with him) pnt in 
practice hia propoBol to croaa the Helmond, and thus 
meet there m them progreai, whilst the Qinahh gamaon 
atrengthened by 200 Hmdottanec Hone, which might be 
ordered at once to proceed to that place, with the camcli 
reqnired for the carnage of the troc^ and place thcmaelm 
under Captain Farnngton^a orders, marching at the same 
tune np the right bank of the Hehnund, would cut off the 
retreat of the rcbeli, and place them between two firt*. 

Supposing the 200 Horae, with the Oinshk camels, to 
leave Candahar to*niOTTOw evening, they ought to reach 
Ginshk on the 28rd, and Captam Pamngton marchmg from 
Ginahk on the 26th, would reach Dnhan-i-Dooab, tho 
present rebel position, on the 20th> The foreo monog 
direct from thu place by the upper rood on the 20th, 
would amve at the aamo point m seven easy marches, if 
they meet with no opposition in their pro g re ss , and thus 
unite with Captam Fomngton'a force m a combined attack 
upon the rebel ponUon on the 2Cth Two companies might 
also bo left in the fort of Qmshk as a gnmson, an attach 
on that place m any strength bemg almost impoaslble, whiM 
our troops are in the field in Zemmdaur 

By the time that the rebel force under Ackter Khan has 
been dispersed. Major Todd wiH probably hare amred at 
Qiriihk, and I should wish lo take bia opinion on the time 
when an uivajnon from Herat may be expected, and m wbst 
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strength, before addressing you on the subject of the future 
movement of the troops. 

In conclusion I may mention, that it is possible that 
Ackter Khan’s levies may disperse on learning of our pre- 
parations for sending a force from this place to Zamindam*, 
accompanied, as the intelligence will be, with iufonnation of 
the removal from power of the obnoxious ministers, charged 
with the revenue management of Candahar, to whose 
exactions the late disturbances have been ostensibly attri- 
buted by the parties concerned ; in that case, our attention 
would be entirely directed to checking the designs of the 
Herat Government against this place, and I believe the 
presence of the force, which would he concentrated by the 
arrangements now under consideration, on the Helmimd, 
would greatly tend to the furtherance of the important 
object. 

I further take the opportunity of mentioning, that I have 
written both to Mr. Eoss Bell and to Captain Bean, strongly 
m’ging on their attention the necessity of reinforcing 
Candahar without delay; and I should hope, that they 
would take measures for this purpose, before froops can be 
assembled by Yar Mohamed Khan for a hostile movement 
on Candahar, in sufficient number to cause us any serious 
apprehension. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

\ 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. N. Eawhnson, 
Political Agent, Candahar. 

To Major-General Nott, Commanding at Candahar. 


In compliance with the suggestion contained in tlie 
VOL. I. u 
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foregoing, tho General, denuded as ho was of troops, 
nevertheless sent out a regiment of cavalry and one of 
infantry to give battle to Ackter Khan. He knew tho 
value of promptitude, and had confidence in small 
bodies of troops well commandod Still the aspect of 
affair* suggested the importance of incsrcnsing the 
strength at Candohor, and as he hod had sufficient 
CExperience of the inutiHty of applying to higber 
Quthori^ and the “ Politicals” for reinforcements he 
resolved upon acting on his own responsibility. -Ao* 
cordingly, ho dispatched orders for the troop* in Shawl 
to march immeffiately to Candahor with the foil ftssur- 
anco, however, that noUung that be did would be 
approved "until the knife bad touched oor throats." 
His orders were promptly implied with, and by the 
lat of March bo had seven regiments of infimtry, ow 
of cavalry, two troops of Horse ArtillcTy, and one 
company of Foot ArtiDcry at his immediate disposab 
Ho did not expect that operations would take ploco 
against Herat, as the political officers seemed to 
surmiso and even to desdro, but ho was satisfied that 
sooner or Inter the active services of a strong force 
would be required in the neighbourhood. 

The fort of Girishk, to whidi allusion is made in 
hlojoT Rawlinson’s letter, stands on the high, road from 
Candahor to Herat- It is bu3t on a mound two miles 
from tho right bank of tho Ilcbmind, o deep and rapid 
river in tho spring, and when at tho higlicst a thousand 
yards wide, but in autumn, when lowest, carily fordable 
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and not more than three hundred and fifty yards 
Mude. 

To this fort the General dispatched a sufficiency of 
troops. In a few days — and before any operations 
could take place — ^Ackter Khan submitted to the 
Government, Nott, as usual, had been right in his 
conjecture that a veiy small detachment would suffice, 
and he now urged the recall of the greater portion of 
those he had sent out, . A wing of a regiment was all 
for which cover could be found at Girishk, and this, 
with a detail of Horse, he deemed ample for all probable 
purposes, to say nothing of the objectionable, unmilitary 
position of those who were not quai*tered in the fort. 
Major Rawlinson, however, conceived a larger force was 
necessary, and urged the point so strongly upon Nott, 
that the General consented to leave Captain Woodbum, 
with his regiment of infantiy, 300 or 400 of the 1st 
Regiment of the Shah’s cavalry, and two guns. 

In the correspondence which arose out of this differ- 
ence of opinion, we are furnished with another illusti’a- 
tion of the difficulty of accommodating military and 
political duties. Nott esteemed Major Rawlinson for 
his personal qualities, but would concede no part of his 
military prerogative without a protest. At the' same 
time, he felt disposed to pay a good de^ of deference to 
his colleague’s opinion. 

“While I protest,” he wrote, “against the troops 
(with the exception of the number mentioned) remaining 
to the right of the Helmund, I shall certainly not, in 

u 2 
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opposition to ycur view of the subject, recnJl any part 
of the force pending your reference to the Enroy and 
hfinister. Yet I ■would remark that, after your having 
particularized the nature of the service required from 
the troops, the number of men and guns reqiasiie fiU 
unthin my province, and became a matter enttre?y for 
my miliiaTy judgment and discretion. • • • • 

You must he aware that I am always most anxious to 
meet your 'views and ■wishes, yet* in the mem detail and 
movement of troops I ought to use a little of my own 
judgment, especially os tho Right Honourable, the 
Governor-General, has declared that every movement of 
troops must be made by the directions and on the 
responsibility of the eeuior military officers, but in th® 
present iostanco 1 rclmqmsh that judgment pending 
your reference to higher authority." 

RauKnson, ra reply, deprecated any supposition that 
he wished to interfere in what strictly concerned th® 
General, and gave a ■very satislhctory explanation of ho 
real object. Nott was as ready to occept on amende os 
ho was prompt to vindicate bis own authority. 

The Tooran tribes in the Ghilzio country* manifest- 
ing a feeling of discontent, threatening hostility to the 
Shah*f go\*cmmcnt, Major Rnwlinson, in tho middle of 
hlorch, intimated a wish that one regiment of rnfantry, 
two guns, and 400 horso should be located at Khclat'i* 
Ghiliio to pre s erve Inmqufllity during tho rnsmng 
summer while arrangements might be in progress f‘^'T 
erecting a fort at that spot. The Gcncml at onre com* 
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plied,* for- the Envo}^ had intimated that no troops 
could be spared from Caubul for the purpose. They were 
needed for some intended movement on Herat ! More- 
over, as reinforcements were moving towards Candahar, 
there was less occasion to detain those who were in the 
town and cantonments. 

Dming the three or four weeks which followed upon 
the execution of tliis arrangement, Nott received a 
letter from the Government, approving of his proceed- 
ings at lOielat. It is instructive as demonsti’ating the 
readiness with which people at a distance from a scene 
of action are apt to sit in judgment upon the conduct 
of the executive before they have become acquainted 
with aU their motives. 

"\Vhatever,” wi'ote Mr. Secretary Maddock, “ may have 
been the previous impressions of Government with regard 
to the inexpediency of moving youi* force on Khelat without 
sufficient provision for the protection of Moostung, and 

* The force, consisting of two corps of infantry, a party of Captain 
Christie’s cavalry and a few guns, was commanded by Captain Macan. 
On his arrival at Khelat-i-Glukie, Major Lynch requested Macan to 
move out and attack a small fort ia the neighbourhood. On the arrival 
of the party at the fort at 11 p.m.. Captain Sanders of the Engineers, 
supported by a storming-party, under Lieutenant Hoppe, placed a hag 
of powder at the gate and blew it down. Hoppe then rushed forward 
with his party, but was felled to the earth by a stone. Maean, and 
Sanders, more fortunate, got into the fort and went to work in first-rate 
style. The ehief of fifteen men were slain, five were wounded, and a 
few prisoners were captured, the rest of the garrison eseaping over the 
walls. Captain Macan was slightly, and Captain Sanders very severely, 
wounded ; the latter had three distinct hulls. 
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withoTrt farming a preconcerted plan of operatiaiis rnth the 
Major-General eommandnig "Wow the passes, and oicer- 
taming tho riews of the political authority m Semde, the 
Governor-General ii gcnertDy aatisficd hy the opUnation 
that you have offered on the subject, tnd feels that the 
result of the operabona against Khclat has been highly 
beneficial, both m a military and pohhcal pomt of vieir, 
and docs not appear to have been attended ^nth tho evil 
consequences ivhich ivere thought likely to result from it, 
and the GoTemor-GcncrBl has, therefore, only to express 
his approbation of tho decision and energy with^whieh 
tho movement irma planned and earned to a Bncccssfol 
issue.” 

This btter ms a triumph for Nott — but it was only 
one of the many tnomphs his sagacity ond rtsolotioa 
earned for him in tho couibo of ha career. Had the 
letter been sent at an early period, it would ba\*o been 
reedved ps an agreeable proof that his cndcarours to 
do his dnt) hod been duly appreciated ; coming btc, he 
indignantly regarded it os an unwilling tribute to the 
success which had followed his measures. Nott could 
discover no virtue in tho tardy repentance of his weaV- 
minded masters. His own words, in a letter to his 
daughters, will best express his feelings. 

Now bad I received fueb a letter in tho first instonrc. It 
might have been very well, but they allowed ignorant and 
lUtolcnl Politicols to pnjuBicc the Gortrament by fats^ and 
fooUjh rcprrmiUUon^ and injured me by appointing H- 
phmitonc, yu,i they _fint do the injury, and tiflentcrxU call 
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upon me for explanation 1 And this they call justice, and 
thus a military man’s reputation is to he whispered away by 
a set of ignorant, insolent and rascally underlings; and all 
because I have an opinion of my own. Had the letter from 
the Council-chamber been the very reverse of what it is, 
I should have felt no concern, as I most certainly shall 
always prefer my oion militaiy judgment to theirs, however 
much they may abuse me for it. But if, as they say, the 
move on Khelat was so beneficial — and it certainly was, 
and is, more so than their wise heads have conceived — 
their approbation ought in justice to have appeared in 
Pubhc Orders, and not iu a letter direct to me ; but never 
mind. 

Major-General Elpliinstone entered upon the com- 
mand of the troops, in Affghanistan, in March, 1841. 
'His first communication with Nott is dated from 
Jellallabad, where the Envoy and Shah Soojah were 
wintering, and it referred to the occupation of Girishk. 
Elphinstone expressed a wish, in a postscript, to hear 
from Nott on anything connected with his command, 
with his .opinions thereon ; but Nott confined himself 
to a public report upon the advantage of withdrawing 
the troops fi*om Giiishk, for he had had enough of 
the consequences of confiding his private opinions to 
strangers. The second communication from General 
Elphinstone was the signal for an explosion of honest 
wrath in Nott’s private letters (the true reflections of 
his feehngs), and for the display of that dignity in 
public, which sat so well upon him, and must have 
raised him in the esteem of the very persons who had. 
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for the moment, rmon to bo annojed with hjs 
resistance to their ^viahcs, A report had readied head 
quarter* that a Staff Officer, at Candahar, had appeared 
m pubEo with a Mussulman woman, who had doped 
from the house of a man of rank. Hphinstono 
requested that jinvate inqames might be instituted 
mto the fact, and the result reported to him The 
idea of private mvestigafaoa was repugnant to Nott’s 
ideas of fairness. Ho repbed at once that, if the 
officQ- had so offended, it must have come to htt 
knowledge , that ho had no way of privately gaming 
the mformotion unless ho was permitted to put the 
question to the officer bimselt Elphinstono’s bflo was 
BtuTod at this reply, and ho caused his AdjutanhGcncral 
to inform Nott that ho hod ” adopted another channel ” 
for obtainmg the porticulnrs ho sought Hear Nott, 
wntmg on the 9 th of May to Calcutta. 

As I hsTC no news to gire yon, I trill rdstc a bttjc 
anecdote which wiU prove that I am not fit to act in the 
world m its present state, and that the woner I retire to 
my cottage the better. I have had a letter from General 
13pbinstooc, headed “ private and cm^fidenitaJ/' intimatuig 
that it had been represented to him that a certain oflker at 
Candalmrhad been gofity of grossly improper condott. He 
directed me to go prtveUfy to work, and thus pnraJflf to 
nwertam whether it was true, ond if so, to send the officer 
forthwith to IlindosUn 1 Thus I, a General Officer, was 
expected to go aboot among the idlers of Csndflhsr, to 
pry mto the pneate afTairs of on officer under my command, 
and if any man, Iiu ennnij perhaps, told me " >r*, »nrh wa' 
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tlic cnsc/^ I was instantly, witliont any public investigation, 
to blast the said ofliccr’s chameter and prospects by ordering 
him in disgrace to the provinces ! It now turns out that 
Gcneinl Elphinstouc was directed by Government to get the 
information ; they, I supjiosc, must have received the report 
from one of the many s3’cophants seeking for patronage. I 
am sorr)’ to saj" that these kind of animals appear to have 
increased in the army of late 3’cars. I know not, nor do I 
care, what the Government will say to my letter; but if 
the}’ were the Governors of the whole of mighty Europe, 
.they could never make me mean enough to go prying 
into the private life of any officer; it is sufficient for 
me to notice what may publicly and officially come before 
me. I hate the words "privately inquire.” I thought 
that great people knew me better; blit General Elphin- 
stone is a new man, and perhaps he thought he was doing 
me honour, in allowing me to join him in his private 
inquiries. 

About this time Major-General Nott received inti- 
mation that an East India Director had bestowed <a 
cadetship on liis son Robert. This was a source of 
intense satisfaction to the General, and he hastened to 
express his gratitude. A fine field was now open to 
his bo}^, and he pointed out the way in which it might 
be tilled to advantage. In those days young gentlemen 
were nominated to infantry cadetships, without any 
reference to their Gtness. The most unlettered youth 
was as acceptable as the best scholar. Military prepara- 
tion was quite undreamt of in the philosophy of the 
Du'cction — it was enough that a boy’s father had a 
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daim of Bomo sort on their mdmdaol patronage. 
Nott, in advance of hia tune, recommended Hohcrt to 
study the languages of the country , and surveying — 
the latto’ espedoHy , for in the month of Fehmary, 
when he wished for a survey of the neighbourhood 
of Candahor, there was not an officer who could supply 
him with one 1 Robert had not been unmmdfvd of the 
parental mjunction, and was therefore well qualified to 
take up a commission Moreover, nature had been 
bountiful to him in imparting a fthysique which enabled 
him to encounter the rough and labonons duties of the 
profession, ond to realise the popular notions generally 
entertained of the form of the cavalier Laeutenant- 
Coloncl Curtia — to whom allusion has already been 
made, and who had become Commissary at Allahabad, 
in 1841 — describes Robert Nott m a letter to the 
father, whndi at tho same time demonstrates the kind- 
ness of the Colonel’s nature and tho regard m which be 
hdd bu into chief 

I WM on the point of rtarting to tho Commindcr m 
ChieTi camp when yonr boy amved in Cslcntti, and beyoed 
lulnng him to one or two dinner partici it woi out of my 
power to pov hnn any attention 1 am happy to taj* 
howercT, I have been able to render him tome »l»ght 
awiitancc by hawog his camp cqnipagc prepared lo the 
Commutanat yard at Cawnpore. I consulted with Cdocd 
Swinhoc* some days ago, and he this day odled on me, 
when we agreed that Bobert ahould be sent ever by ds«lt- 


General ^ott ■ bniber-u-Uv 
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ni see that he has everything comfortable, and shall give 
him letters to all the Commissariat oflicers en route, so that 
he shall have no trouble about his cattle, &c. All who saw 
him were much struck with liis appearance and manners, 
lie is qiiict, gentlemanly, and very handsome. 

Robert was ap])ointcd to the 64 th Regiment, N.I. 

The pleasure which the General derived from the 
appointment of Robert was soon to be ncuti-alized by a 
domestic calamity which affected him deeply. Chaiies, 
the barrister, died at Calcutta — a most untoward occur- 
rence as the Misses Nott were thus bereft of their 
immediate protector. The Genei-al bore the announce- 
ment with becoming firmness and resignation. He 
could offer his poor daughters no comfort — he trusted 
in the protecting hand of Providence. 

I can offer you no consolation. I am two thousand miles 
away from you, and can do nothing, nor, at present, come to 
you — the roads are not open. How could I have expected 
such a blow 1 You know, my children, what I would say, 
though I cannot nom write. I uash to be with you. I 'have 
so often written; but I do not yet know whether those in 
power wiU give me leave. Write to me immediately. Tell 
me everything concerning poor Charles. I will pray to be 
able to preserve myself for you ; but how mueh misery have 
I suffered 1 This stroke is most di’eadful. Parewell, my 
children. Rear up, and trust in God, as I do. 

Shortly previous to the date of the letter whenco the 
foregoing extract is made (8th of July, 1841,) Major- 
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General Nott had applied to the Government for leave 
to return to Calcutta for mne months, as soon as the 
season should admit of ha moving He had become 
perfectly mck of the thaoldfys service on ^vhich ho was 
employed He saw that the British cause was on the 
verge of rum The wirry arising from the oscJlating 
conduct of the pohticai authorities, and the mortifica- 
tion to which he had been subjected m uuhtary super- 
cession had besides reached thar dimAY , The Govern- 
ment allowed him to leave the command, but would 
not assent to regard him as eligible to return to Kts 
poet hereafter, nor pronuso him a brigade in the 
provinces of India. In commumcating his sanction to 
NoU’s departure, Lord Auddand, “in Coundl” vouch- 
safed the expression of his approbation of the Gcneral’a 
conduct 

Should the Mojor-GcnenJ to rdur, the Govcrrior-Gcticnl 
of India, m Council, will greatly rryrrt Aii reTinguuJaiifnt of 
a port in which he hat rfntUred raluabU and imporivd 
temcet, and given much saii^aciton to (he Gortmment * 

WcH might Nott exebuD, on reading this passage 
“ This to a raanf whom thej ha\*c ill treated and 
insulted in ever) possible way merely because he 
independent and upheld the honour and character of his 
countr) a* far as he could, amidst everything that was 
oppressive, cruel, and dishonourablo I £11:0 now,” lie 

• Official LrtUf £ro« CalnUtA. Jolj 7, ISIl 
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adds, with mrlaiK'holy Irutli, “ they aro Idind to tlic 
state of tliis rouiitrv, wlirre wc have become liatcd willi 
a deadly liatred owintr to the conduct of * ^ 

AV c arc. so dct<’stcd that tlic din of war will never cease 
so long as there is an Afighan left. The Government 
are deceived, and never iiear the truth.” 

If the Govenunent of India, composed ns it was of 
inflated counsellors,^ disliked Nott’.s “ .sour fashion ” of 
telling the. truth, and bniving their displeasure, when he 
believed the vital interests of the country were at stake, 
the Court of Directors of the l^ast India Company 
wore not insensibk; to Ins tnie worth, and the integrity 
of his claims. In the middle of August he received 
the giiitifying information that his right to fifteen 
thousand rupees, for the period he exercised a divisional 
command, had been allowed by the Court. With his 
thoughts ever fixed upon his children, the opportunity 
wliich this sum offered of contributing to thcii* comfort 
was hailed by the General witli thankfulness. 

In replying to the Government of India, Nott decided 
not to avail himself of a leave of absence which was to 
depiive him of a command worthy of his rank and 
professional ability. 

The capture of the fort in the neighbourhood of 
Khelat-i-GhUzic, by the troops under Captain Macjin, 
had of course tended to irritate the Ghilzies and to raise 

lilr. Kaye, in liis “ "War in Aflghanislnn,” Las widly portrayed 
Ilie cLaraelcrs of Lord Auckland and liis imracdialc advisers, Messrs. 
Torrens, Calvin, &c. 
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well founded expectations that the rebellion would 
8pread4 Khelat-i*Ghilne was therefore placed in such a 
state of defence as would admit of its bemg occupied by 
a strong gamson, that might keep the surrounding 
country m check and effectually resist a siego or other 
attack. This increased the irritation of the Ghikies, 
who attempted to interrupt the works by surrounding 
the post Major Lynch, one of the political cotene 
undo’ Mocnaghten’s orders, gave notice to Major lUw- 
linson of tho corcumstanco, and expressed his appre- 
hension that it “ might shortly appear necessary to tho 
mihtaty authorities to attack them Rawlmson, who 
hod received lafonnatiou from the Envoy of bis inabiBty 
to detach troops from Couhuh and his desire that re- 
inforcements should be sent from Condabar, now urged 
Nott to send out a regiment of infantry, a detachment 
of artillery and cavalry Nott's answer offers a fine 
iflustration of the happy manner m which a gcncnl 
officer, encumbered with * Pohticals,’ may sustain his 
own military reputation and at the same time recogmw 
tho authority of his diplomatic coBcaguo 

Ctndahar, 23 

Sia, 

I have the honour to seknoirlnlgc the receipt of jtmr 
letter No 44, of thi* date, and to aeqaaint you I bare not 
received the lca*t intimation from the officer m command 
Kbrltt i-Obilijc of the probabfljtjr of nny attack bang made 
on Im detachment, or that any coniiderahlc tiumbcr of 
rtbcla arc collected m hn DCighbourhood I bebcrc 
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lAnicli in liis note mentions tlmt about 1,000 rebels have 
assembled somewhere, but even (his is not clear; and if 
it be the ease, Captain IMacnn having two complete regi- 
ments of infautr}", four guns, and 200 or 300 cavalry in a 
very strong position, will be full}’’ able to repel any attack. 

If IMajor Lynch contemplates any ofTcnsivc warfare, he 
should particularize its nature and object, to enable me to 
judge what reinforcements it will be proper and necessary to 
send. 

If Captain macan, who is on the spot, is still of opinion 
that no increase of infanlrj' is required, I can really see no 
necessity for a reinforcement. However, as you seem to 
think it desirable, I u*ill order four companies of infantry, 
two guns, and Ilis Majestj-^s 1st Cavalry, the whole under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel "Wymer, to proceed in 
charge of Commissariat supplies to Khclat-i-Ghilzic, for the 
use of the troops at that post, with directions to rctuni to 
Candahar, should their sendees not be required b}’’ Jlajor 
Ljmeh. 

Having this large force at Khclat-i-Ghilzic will be very 
inconvenient, as their supplies must be sent from Candahar, 
necessarily requiring large escorts and constant cmplojoncnt 
of public cattle, and heavy expense to the State. 

The weather was fearfully hot at this period, 108° in 
the tents, 100° in a darkened room in a house in 
Candahar, 1 20° in the sun. It galled the General to 
be obliged to send out troops on such a service, and at 
such a time ; but sepoys fight in spite of climatic 
influences. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Wymer lost no time in mowng 
fi-om Candahar, and reached Eelmcc on the 29th of 
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May. In the evening hU Bcouts hronght him intelli- 
gence that the whole of the rebel forces, headed by two 
Ghilzie Chiefs, were in fhH march for the porposo of 
attacking the detachment. He immcdiatdy placed . the 
troops in position, and, in less than half an hoar, the 
enemy advanced to the attack. When about nine 
hundred yards from Colond Wymer’s force tho two 
5-poundera were opened upon thorn " with beautiful 
precision and effect,” on which the Ghilzies separated 
into three distinct columns, and moved upon Wymer’s 
position, with the evident intention of mnVipg a simul- 
tancous attack upon both his Banks and centre. Thqf 
were permitted to approach to within a very short 
distance, when a cool and destructive fire was poured 
into them from tho iofimtry line, which, after some coo- 
timmnee, caused their troops from the right and centre 
to unite with those on their left, resting upon tho steep 
banks of tho Tumuck River. This caused a correspond- 
ing change in Wymer’s position to be necessary, which, 
although under a gafling fire, was effected with the 
greatest steadiness. During the execution of this tnottv 
ment, tho left of tho 38th was attacked in tho most 
determined manner by a largo body of infantry with 
drawn 5%vord5 ; who, soring tho troops In motion, must 
Iiavc supposed they were retreating, and uttering a loud 
shout, rushed in upon them. Tho 38th re-formed and 
rqmUcd them with determined gallantry.* The battie 

• L(itatrtiaal.Colontt dciiratch, datfd 
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no5 

rontinurii tinltl nl’oiit 10 iva;., without ihr CJliil/.irs 
ir.iinmt: ;s niiv-uit:n;<% when tsu y wi-ro hnnlly nud 

r-uujih ti'Iy 'I'ijr wnc not iVwcr 

lii-Ui o.ono iti lunni'rr dutiiii: tijo ('ii^.ip'iJU’nl, for 
r< iniurc' ;n'-nt,< r.uiijminliv rcnrlirtl thf-in. Wvincr had 
r.ot in"n* th-O) -HH) iiayone!-', two trun.s nnd the 
^^hnh’s cavalry'. Wynu r w.i.s justly jiforliiiai of his 
pnU'C aufl ihanlcfidm.'s, Jlnwlviu';. whose gnus rrcntcfl 
■‘awtul linvor” in tlo- ranks of the ciu-mv ; J-ccson and 
Miiorcrt'ft of t)u' rawilry; .Scott, rocldintrlon, Water- 
hold, 'lyirr, l arquharsun, of the .‘l.^th ; Jercinic, llin 
statT-ohiia r of fiui dotachinent ; nnd Pr Jnroh, all catnc 
in for a share of his approbation. 

After the battle, Colonel Wvincr protvoded without 
further intemiplion to Khclat-i-Gliilzif‘. 

The conduct of the 3Sth lU’gimcnt in this aflair was 
particularly {naitifyinc: to General A’oft. Jt has been 
already .shown that llie ofllccr.s and men of the corps 
were* much attached to him, and had particularly mani- 
fested their regard after the death and interment of 
Mrs Nott. When, however, the regiment joined the 
General at Candabar, it had become so disorganized, 
that a Court of Inquiry was ordered to ascertain the 
(atu.ses of its condition, and to devise a remedy. 

It may interest the non-military reader to be made 
acquainted with the form of inquisition adopted on these 
occasions. The interrogatories and replies on this occa- 
sion arc, therefore, subjoined. It is to be presumed that 
where no answers arc given negatives arc to be implied. 

VOL. I. 
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CcT\flde]itial Heport of th» Jiiqvcfion of the tiSth ile^ment cf 
Natite Ififantnj by 

Caodibtr 

couMAVDiaa OFn(nuu« 

"What officer or officer* have been in command of the 
Ilegiment tinoe iLe dote of the last Conf\denUi\ Iteport) not 
odTertmg, however, to any osnai command of a few days T— 
Zieut, Cdonti AToteJy, iSe^or Eoffktna, Lieut. Ccionil CAfllmm, 
Captain Burnty,fnyTn 31»t Aufftui to the lOtfi Drcemier, 1840 

■Whether the officer nsoally In cemmaDd of the HegitDcnl 
appear* to dboharga hi* Important dnllo* with seal and 
abihtyl 

■Whether, by a firm but tempormte ejercae of hli entUorily, 
a well rpgTiletcd, duciplmo U e*tahUibed in tho Corps? 

■Whether bt* mode of carrying on the eslablished fyatc® b 
fuch as to cotamond tho r«*]>cflt nnd esteem of the effiten, 
and the cheerful obedience of tbo men ** 

What degree of attention has been paid by him to the 
iostmetion and tratnlng of tho officer* and men In the field 
cxcroiso and moTementi which hovo been prescribed for the 
practice of tho Army ? 

■Whetber tbo orders wbleh bare been Inned from time to 
time are consistent, and in conformity wIUi tlie General 
Order* and regulalloni of tho scttIco? — IV* 

■Whether tho officer* who nosy hare been plated (n tho tern* 
porery command of the Regiment have evinced abiJIty, wd a 
duo attention to the malntenonco of the system and dhcipbno 
of the negiment? 

rtcLD omcim 

Whether tho Field Officer*, from their Islenti nod ecqoh^ 
menlJ, oppear to be properiy fioallOed for command, and 
whellier they render due support and aiiiitaneo to tlieC«?0’ 
mauding Officer m the nnou* details of Regimental daiy 
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oi rionns or coMiMNirs. 

Wiictlicr tlifi Cnplainp nnd oflicer.s coninianding' companies 
npjicar to be wll acquninlctl with the interior economy of 
their com])nnic?, nml comj)elcnl to the commaml of them in 
the various situations of service? 

WJicllior they are duly qualified, and arc huliilnatcd to 
exercise and discipline their companies? — 

'Wlicther they arc acquainted with the names nnd characters 
of their men. — (inuntlhi. 


sniur.Tr.nNB. 

\Vhcther the snhaltcrns arc active, obedient, and intelligent, 
and have acquired the requisite degree of information on 
subjects connected with their duly? 

Whether the systems prescribed in the standing orders for 
the Native Tnfanry, for the training nnd instruction of young 
oflicers on their first joining, arc regularly pursued ? — IVs. 

Wliclher the young snhaltcrns who have been appointed to the 
charge of companies have acquired such knowledge of Ilin- 
doostance as to understand their men onsilv, and bo easily un- 
derstood by them, and whether they appear in otiior respects 
qualified for the charge of a company? — Yes, 

ADJUTANT. 

Whether by his talents and acquirements he is duly qualified 
for his situation ? 

Whether the general appearance of the Regiment on parade 
and in the field evinces his zeal and ability in the discharge 
of liis duty ? 

Whether he has that fluency nnd command of language in 
Hindoostanec, without which he cannot efficiently discharge his 
duty? 

Whether the Regimental books presci’ihed by the regula- 
tions are properly and neatly kept? 

X ^ 
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QtJl&TZHHXtTCB A3ID IKTEBPRCmU 

Wbelher he appenr* compeient to ha ntuation? 

AVhether the books consigned to his core arc kept TTilh sc 
cnrticy ond regnlnrUj? 

■Whether he ha* poued the prescribed oxaminatlon?— Pffjwd 
n rfutnrt cxurnmation 

BimOPBAK OFnOBU IV OEVXBiL. 

Whether the officers In geoenil appear to understand their 
doties in the field and In qaortert, and are intelhgeDt and 
xealon* in the performance of them ? 

Whether according to their aetersJ utnation*, they afford 
the commanding officer the snpport he is entitled to from 
them ? — r« 

Whether unanimity and good understanding, so cssentfti 
to the diseipliDO and ropnlallon of ercry military body, pn> 
Twl in the Corp*7— 

Whether theoffioers are gocorolly conrenant m Hlodoo 
lUneef 

■Whether each officer is b possession of ibo books prescribed 
by the rognlotlon* ? 

Whether any of the officers appear, from age, infirmity, or 
onr other cause, to be unfit for the itmco'* 

Whether any officer ha* been absent from the Hegimcnt for 
an unuinal length of timet — JTon* hit thou on Staff rmj^oy 
BBBaiiijrr-u*jom isn quAmmuiAsm snoiusT 

Whether the 8«rgcnnl-hr*|or is sober, actirc, lnlclltg«b 
ond qualified for the dadc* of his situation in the field sod 

inqnartcTsf — Sober, [tlHce frmi l>jf Litu Court martial h trL 

1830 at Dtlhl -in flrtir* and inttUlyfnt toldirr, lut hU hfafik 
undrratinrfl 

2 Whether the QaartcnntstcT-Serjeaot is wber and alien* 
tire, and fulfils the duties required of him wlib rtguUnty* 
— ^ober, ot/mlfre, and/ttJjiU thidutUt rrjirfnd of A/*n ft ^ 
of his eiUitjf 
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3. Wlictlicr lie appears to be qualified for ndvnnconient to 
the eiluation of Serjeant-Major? — Xot qualified. 

XATivr oFFicr.ns. 

4. 'Whellier llicy are a respectable body of men ? 

5. Wlielber they are active, diligent, clean, and smart in 
their dress and appearance? 

G. IVimther they arc acquainted uith tlieir duty, botJi as 
regards field exercise and the interior economy of the Corps ? 

7. WJictlior they pay manly and ready obedience to their 
European officers? — Yt's. 

S. 'Wliethcr their liabils arc such as to ensure respect and 
confidence ? — IVs. 

9. Whether nn 3 ' of the officers appear, from age, infirmity^ 
or any other cause, to bo unfit for the service 1—Somc arc ivorn- 
out and unfit. 

10. Wiicthor any officer has been absent from the Eegiment 
for an unusual length of time? — Xo. 

no.v-comjiissionj:d OFFicnns. 

11. Whether the. non-commissiojicd officers are properl}' 
instructed, active, and intelligent? 

12. Wlielher they are alert, •well set up, and pcifcct in their 
drill? 

13. Whether, in their dress, and in the mode of cleaning 
their appointments, and carrying their arms, they set a proper 
example to the men ? 

14. Whether they are respectful and obedient to tJieir offi- 
cers, and whether their deportment and conduct arc such as to 
secure the respect of the men ? — Yes. 

15. Whether they perform their duties in the field and in 
quarters with promptitude and cnei’gy ? 

BUGLEnS AKD DnUMMEBS. 

16. Whether they appear to be fit for the duties of their 
situations, and to be perfect in the different soundings of the 
bugle, or the calls and beats of the drum ? 
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MtraiGLiJtl. 

17, 'Whether they play marchw in correot time P 

18, ^Vheth0^ the nomber of men borne on the ftrrogth of 
companies has been eimotioned, and whether they hare been 
trained to the use of arm* P— Tr*. 

PatTJLTEl, 

19. ’Whether they are n good body of men, and of the pro- 
per itandardP 

20. Whether they have on appearance of health and clean- 
linets f 

iroB-ooiiiriMtorrin) offiobub abb soLBiEm in OEnEttAt- 

21 Whether they am well drilled, attenliTe and itcady 
under ormi, obedient and rwpoctfnl to their offlcenP 

22. Whether their conduct In qnartera i« orderly and fol- 
dlerllVc P— !'«. 

uur 90 BK nuoiiAaom. 

23. What number of men are found to be unfit for the 
vice of the Uegiment t 

MOBiriTJ. 

24. What number of rcomiU bare jobed linoo the last in- 
BpeoUoQ f 

25. Whether from their appearance they are on tcqnUlUoo 
to tho Corps, and whether due attention oppear* to hare been 
paid to their training and inatraotion T 

20. Whether they aro of tho alandard prescribed by the re* 
gnlalioni P 

ntLD tXEnClIE ABD MOtCttEJTTf. 

27. Whether tho formations and moTcmenls are performed 
according to the reriied regulations, and with precision end 
cclcntT P 

28. IlTtethcr the negitnenl U properly Imtmeted aod p<*^ 
tiled in the dalle* of out-posU, patrolcs, guard, and plcqori' 
moanllng, ronndf, ond the relief and doty of tenlrir* P 
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Jixnticisr. or a km,*?. 

29. Wlifilicr the men tiro ^v^U drilled in the iifo of their 
nrnip, n:id ulicthcr the soldier,-^ Imvo hecn i)ro|)crh' instructed 
in firino: with hull ? 

ARMS. 

no. Whether they nrc in n serviccnhlc .state, nnd clean ? 

.’U. Whclher nil nrc re"nlnrlv marked ! — )V'. 

O % 

.’52. Whether the prc.scrihcd system of lixing the flints is nd- 
hered to I 

AM.MU.VITIO.V. 

.in. ^Vhc^hcr due ntlcntion i^; paid to its security nnd pre- 
servation 

roi.oni. 

11. Whether they nre iti strict conformity with the regula- 
tions, nnd in wlml order?— IV,^, m t/mul uulrr. 

CI.OTIII.VG, ACCOlITnnMr..VT.«, A.Vn Al'POl.VTMrNT.S. ' 

15. Whether those of the ofiiccr.s, non-commissioned ofli- 
cers, drummers-, nnd jwivntcs nrc strictly according to the re- 
gulations? 

3(1. Wlicthcr they nrc in good condition ? 

37. Whether tlic clothing, nccoutrcments, nnd nppoinlments 
of every description urc properly fitted F 

IirGIMKNTAL Nr.CUSSAnlES. 

38. Wlicther the regimental necessaries nre according to the 
regulations ? — IVs-. 

I.N’TEniOn ECOKOMV. 

39. Whether a well-regulated system of economy' is estab- 
lished in the Corps, nnd the interior arrangements of the com- 
panies is duly attended to ? 

40. Whether the men appe.ar to be cleanly in their lines P 

41. Whether the attention of the commanding officer, and 
of the captains and officei’s commanding companies, is directed 
to the maintenance of a minute and steady discipline P 
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4^ Wbetber the officen mcM together, and whether the 
regimental mcf* it ettabtlshed upon mch a tyitem of economy 
Of cnahle* the fnbdtem ofBcere to beloug to itP— IW 

43. WhelbcT the flold-offlcere belong to the mcH? — ro. 

noon Airn Acconim 

44. Wbeiher the regimental, u well m the different com- 
pany booh* nro hepl witU acentnoy and regnlnTity, and ac- 
cording to the regalatiooel 

45. tThcther the officer* commanding companlee tettio with 
their men In person ?— Te. 

45. ^Vhether the acqaittanco roll* are iigncd by the men T 

COnDTA-MAaTlAt.. 

47 "Wholher any irregnlanty hai occarred in the condart 
of the proceeding* of eoarts-morlial, or in the execntlofl of the 
lenience* owordod by them 

48, Whether the •cntcnco* appear to hare been proper 
tionate with the crime*, and within the limit of the ftgala* 
lIoniT • 

McnicAL DBPAnniEjrr 

49 Whether the medical officer i* senloni and rcgnlir fa 
hi* attention to the iick, ond whether the naliro doctor* •rti 
competent to tho iharo of the medical dotie* t — I ei, rrry 

and altmtife to his duUa Tht only wan Mongmff to the regimnit 
%cfio u very alUniive and erjsnpetntt to th4 diKhargs of hU dety 

50 Whether tho c*labll*hincnt* allowed for the hoipllol ore 
complete, find comtanily In aUcndonca?—! « 

61 Whether tho proportion of •ick ha* been large, or the 
mortality considerable, ond if * 0 , whet nro the alleged cfl*fc* 

— rrt.yrfrtt achtrts haspreraUed on thi maiehfrom SxUrn’tt* 
Crtndnimr, Ivt not many deaths, 

ttZQlilZVTAL ffCnOOL. 

62 W bether the monlnrec and pnndlt arc respectable raeor 
ond dnly qaallfled for their fUimlioDi*— 1 
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53. AVliat number of native officers and men in the regiment 
can road and write P 

54. AVliat number of soldiers are now attending the school ? 

■ — None since having Ilindostan. 

55. "Whether it is attended by any children or relations of 
the native officers and soldiers ? — Not since having Ilindostan. 

BAZAn. 

56. Whether the bazar establishment is complete and effi- 
cient, and a good bazar maintained in the regiment, on prin- 
ciples which will facilitate the movement of the Corps ? — Yes. 

The conclusion to which "Nott came, was that the dis- 
content in the corps was attidbutable to a fi-equent change 
of commanding officers during a few years, the occasional 
absence of many of the old captains and subalterns, 
and the enlistment of a great many bad men in the 
course of the previous two years. “ At present,” writes 
the General, after the inquiry, “ the men are alert and 
smart in all their duties, respectful and obedient.” Of 
the officers of the "regiment, Nott was most especially 
attached to Captain Scott, who had been his Adjutant 
at Delhi. Scott, at the battle of Eelmee, immediately 
commanded the wing of the regiment. Wymer pub- 
licly thanked him for the assistance he had afforded, 
and Nott writes to his daughters : 

Scott had, I understand, a narrow escape. Some Ghilzies 
got into the rear, and were in the act of cutting him down, 
when some sepoy orderlies made use of their bayonets and 
killed these daring chaps. Mrs Scott will call this Provi- 
dence, and rightly bo. Who deserves protection if Scott 
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does not? Ho beliiTod very wdl m the action, to ytm 
Bee, religion doe* not prevent a man's fightmg Indeed, 
I have alTTay* thought that the tmly rdigioni Timn mnst 
ho the best Boldier 


Tho dispatch of Lieutenant-Colonel Wyma’s detach- 
ment to Khelnt-i-GhilDe had very much diminished 
the strength of the gamson of Condahar, and increased 
General Nott’s anaety for the safety of the place. Ho 
had Qficertamed that 400 of the armed population hod 
left the city to jom m the attack upon Wymer, and 
he had therefore very httle faith m tho fealty of tho 
people at huge Neverthdess, he vms soon called upon 
for a further dram upon his reduced resources 

Zemmdaur svas m rebdhon Rawhnson wished that 
more troops should bo sent to Gmshk, for ho considered 
our position on tho Hdmund peculiarly cnticah Raw- 
linson had set forth his views with much cffcutn- 
stnntiahty m a letter of the 1 3th of March 


Sia, 


Caadiliir, IStb Uuebt 


1 hftTo the honour to aoknowledgo tho receipt of yoor 


letlor of thif d*y * dtte. 

2nd In iny oommonlcatlon to you of the 18th uIl, I h*<l 
ibo honour to ohserre in reference to the Ihrealcoed *dT»DW 
of Yar llfthomcd Khon, from Herat, that **I considered the 
itrengtheninp of oar peiiiloD upon the Ilelmnnd, awl the 
indication of readlnc** to meet ony lueh udraijcc, to bo the 
mojt cfTcctual way cf cliecbing tho moTement, end of fni^tm 
ting lu ohject” Thu condderation certainly weighed a» 
much with mo in moUng a rcijuUitlon for rtlnfordog Glrhhh 
M the immediate object tn contemplation, of crxuhlas 
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Zamin-Dawcr insurrection, nnd, although the latter purpose 
has been partially effected by your ready compliance with 
my requisition, the former motive of the application continues 
at present in as active operation as ever. 

3. I do not hesitate to record my conviction that the with- 
drawal of tlio troops from Girishic, with the exception of a 
wing of an Infantry regiment, and of a small detail of horse, 
as proposed by you in the letter now under acknowledgement, 
would he a measure fraught with consequences of the greatest 
political importance, and of the most dangerous tendencyj and 
to enable you to weigh the extent of the political dangers to 
he apprehended from the withdrawal against the military 
objections which you entertain to the maintenance of the 
position, and to decide accordingly, I do myself the honour 
to submit the following remarks : — 

4. The rebellion in Zamin Dawer is not crushed. It has 
merely been exchanged for a slate of temporary and deceitful 
quiet. According to our latest accounts Akter IChan had not 
even fulfilled his promise of totally dispersing his followers ; 
a considerable body still remained in arms around him, and, 
to all appearance, he was merely temporizing, in alarm upon 
one side at the extensive military means that were ready at 
hand to attack him, and in expectation upon the other of any 
aggressive movement from the westward that might promise 
a more favotirable settlement of his affairs than would be 
likely to result from his immediate and complete submission. 
It has been my particular desire, in the present state of affairs 
beyond the frontier, to avoid any second collision with the 
Dooranees, which, in the event of invasion, might swell the 
ranks of our enemies ; and it was in this view that I preferred 
the hollowness of an arrangement which merely promised a 
forbearance from active hostility to the settlement of Zamin 
Dawer by force of arms, and on the strong footing of a coei’- 
cive policy. 
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5. 1 have b1«o reaKn to beliere that Yar Mahoioed stQl 
enterliins the design of aggresaire bostUltj') and that ha has 
onij been "prithbeld from the more actiTe development of ha 
Tiewa by the indication Trbicli oar reioforcement of Qiriihk 
Q^orded of oar readinata and ability to meet him, and by the 
fnutration of his hopes of a cordial and exteniiTe co-operation 
in the poialyxing Inflncnco of the concentration of onr troop* 
beyond the Helmond upon the dJitarbed dirtricU in the 
Tlolnity, and the little alacrity ■which wa* conseqoently ihoam 
to realize those promises of asstttance that had been greatly 
inatnimenta.1 in inciting him. to threaten tmr frontier- 

6. Potting ont of the qaestion the consideration of ■whether 
a atoto of peace or war with tho Herat Government miy be 
adrisahle, I assame it to bo my doty, as iotrusted with the 
snporinteudeace of oar political interatt at Candahar, to exert 
every means In toy power to prevent an mvasion of Hli 
Majesty Shah Sbnjah’s territory by a foreign and hostile 
power. I consider the attainment of this end to be fsTOortd, 
if not fccured, by the maintenance of an atUtade of strength 
and confidence beyond the Helmond, while I regard it as 
endangered, If not compromised, by tho adoption of any mca- 
inrai whltdi may prodaco an impression ofoor weakness. 

7. Were tl)o withdrawal of the troops contemplated by yoa 
to bo carried Into effect, I ehoold apprehend that lha motiTt 
for the roeasnre, throaghoat the country, conld be mf^eom 
Btmed Into timidity j it would, in fact, while the Govennneot 
of Herat Is employed In maldog a demonitrmtlon upon oar 
frontier, ho conflldered an arldcnco of onr inahUity to meet an 
invading force la the field. Aider Khan, being reasinred by 
this rnonlfesution of our wcaknesi, ■would, in all prohoblUiy, 
reasitmhle his followers and renew his negotiations with Herat 
and Yar ilahomed Khan, ■with restored prospects of conspo- 
rallon; and, with the presligo attaching to his cauM of haring 
obliged the Drithb to retr ea t on Coodohar, would, not impoi* 
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fibly, fulfil (lie ilcsigii wliicli lie previously cntcrlnincd of 
invasion, mnl of which I consider it to he my duty ns Poliiicnl 
Agent ntthis plnco, to use all my efforts to prevent (he suc- 
cessful accomplishment. 

S. It is altogether out of my province to discuss the ques- 
tion of the military projiriet}* of retaining a force on the right 
hank of the Ilelmund, heyond the proportion for which 
shelter may he found within the walls of the fortress of 
Girishk. I may observe, however, that after consultation with 
Major Todd, I am disposed to believe that as long ns the 
Brigade retains its present position (and if reinforced with the 
addition of two more guns), there is no jirospcct whatever of 
a force being brought to attack it from the westward of 
sufficient strength, in any degree, to compromise its safety ; 
nor do I consider that whilst the force maintains that position 
there is any possibility of danger immediately attaching to tho 
city of Candalmr which can call for the concentration of more 
troops than we at present possess in garrison at this place to 
provide for our security. 

9. I further beg to observe that I do not contemplate any 
immediate occasion for the employment of tho Girishk force 
on operations of offence. I merely regard the position as 
defensive, and of value, on acoount of the important political 
considerations above adverted to. Girishk, I may also remark, 
is at present anything but unhealthy, and should the same 
reasons e.\ist as at present for (he location of troops beyond 
the Ilelmund, when the sickly season commences, there arc 
many spots in the vicinity which offer conveniences for 
encampment, and which would effectually secure the troop.s 
against being rendered inefficient by disease. 

10. In conclusion, I do myself the honour to request, that 
should yoii still consider the political reasons alleged by 
me for maintaining the position to be over-ruled by your mili- 
tary objections, you will at any rate defer carrying your 
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giCTiTOrci into effect in opposition to mj TieTTej until answer* 
can be reoeiTcd from the Entoy and Minifter, in oommunica- 
tion with the Officer commanding in Affghanrstan, to whom 
references may be made upon the aabjcot. 

I bavo tlio bononr to be. 

Sir, 

Toor most obedient icrrant, 

H. lU-TfLutioif, 
Political Agent. 

To lI<}ot>OnienJ Kott, 

Cotenaadlof tt C«iidjiho. 


Nott waa of opinion that a better and healthier spot 
than Giriahk ahaidd bo occupied ; still ho believed the place 
to he perfectly wfo from the attack of Aelctcr Khan, 
unless the garrison should prove treacherous, Ob- 
serring, however, that Rawliuson was aiurious upon 
the subject, 'ho consented, a^inst his judgment, to the 
rouforcement of the post with Captain AYoodburo’s 
corps, two guns, and a body of Janbai and Dooranw 
Horse, although Candahor would then bo left with 
ono regiment and a half and four guns, without cavahy» 
“ so contrary to tho expressed wishes and directions 
oftho Govcrnor-Gcucral." 

As Captain Woodbum neared Girishk, bo learnt that 
Adrtcr Khan was before tho place with 3,000 men. 
After a littio manoeuvring to cross the Hclmund, m 
which ho was baffled hj depth and rapidity of the 
cinrcnt, which had rendered tho rirrr unfordablo by 
infantry, Woodbum >vns compelled to pitch hii camp 
at tho village of Sumbodcc, opposite the positron taken 
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up by tho enemy to oppose bis passage. Upon the 
hills in hivS rear, he placed horsemen to watch the move- 
ments of the Ghilzics. In the afternoon of the 1st of 
July, Woodburn perceived a stir in the rebel camp, 
He accordingly striink his own and detached Lieutenant 
Golding witli a Janbaz regiment, to oppose their re- 
crossing the river. But the enemy mo^'cd three miles 
higher up, crossed, and moved down upon Woodburn 
in large bodies. Ho immediately changed his front and 
took ground to the left. He placed his guns between 
two companies of the 5th Regiment of tho Shah’s 
infantry, with tho two Janbaz regiments on his flank. 
Coming up rapidl}', the Ghilzies boldly attacked his 
left, but were repulsed by the well-directed fire from tho 
guns of Lieutenant Cooper and the three companies 
under Lieutenant Clark. The Gliilzies then moved off 
to the right of tho little force, but were again met by a 
most destructive fire from the guns and five companies 
of infantry under Lieutenant Ross. The numbers of 
the enemy enabled them to bear up against this. Largo 
bodies of them, horse and foot, lushed upon tho Janbaz 
Horse, forced them back among the baggage, and got 
in the real’ of the infanti’y and guns. The Janbaz 
Horse got into confusion, notwithstanding all the exer- 
tions of the officers, Captain Hart and Lieutenant 
Golding. At this crisis, Clark faced his rear rank 
to the right about, and gave the enemy a volley; 
Woodburn moved back one of the guns with the 
Grenadier Company of the 5th Regiment, and sent 
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three rounds of grape and another volloy of musketry 
among the assailants. Tliis was enough for them; 
they immediatdy fled, pursued by Hart and Gtdding, 
with a few only of the Janbaz Horse, the remainder 
lagging bdiind, crowding in upon the baggage and 
fho rear of the infantry, nnd refusing to yield to any 
entreaty that they should follow their officers. "Wood- 
bum now got his infimtry into a melon enclosure, 
defended by a low walL Hero he awaited further 
attacks from the enemy, Beveral of whidi were made, 
but in every instanco steadily repulsed. The Ghiliic*, 
retiring, rccrossed the Helmund, and made their way 
to Hyderabad, en route to Zemindaur. Woodbum then 
sent hU gram across tho river on camels, and causing 
his infantry to bo carri«5d over on tbo Janbaz horses, 
ho reached Girishk on tho morning of tho 6th of July. 
In a military and political point of view, it would have 
been advantageous to bavo followed up nnd dispersed 
the rebels, but with reference to tbeir numbers (ascer- 
tained to be 6,000), nnd tho notoriously disaffected 
state of tho country, Woodbum would not Iiavo been 
justified in moving with so small a forco against 
them, Nott, therefore, increased his force, and received 
from Woodbum a grateful ncknowlcdgcracnt. 

Cwnp, OltUik, Ctb 3a\j, I B I U 

Mt dear GcvcaAL, 

1 am TOTj- much obliged to you for j-our letter of the 
initant, and for tho readloe** with which you have compthd 
with my wiihc* In rwpcct to the ammanition and Jnerfaw of 
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Infanliy, ns I Iliinic I may now follow the rebels into Zeniin- 
tlaiir — 900 Hindostanee Infantry ought to do good service 
against tremendous odds of Aflgbnns, and ns to Cavalry they 
arc rarely of much use except ns escorts for the baggage.. 

Akhter Khan is now at Shnruck, endeavouring to collect 
his followers for another trial, but I should hope soon to be 
able to give you a good account of him, as I strongly suspect 
the rebellion is far more extensive than the politicals are 
willing to admit ; and I have not the least doubt but that one- 
half of the population of Candahar arc quite as disaffected as 
the rebels on the Helmund. The Chiefs arc obviously intent 
on getting up a religious war; and if we do not adopt more 
energetic measures than have hitherto been pursued, there is 
no saying where matters will end. I believe it is quite certain 
that the Dooranee Horse sent out here sometime ago had 
agreed to cut up every man of us in the event of Akhter Khan 
having succeeded in the night attack, and I think the sooner 
they are turned out of employ the better. 

The enemy’s force on the 3rd instant consisted of six divisions 
of 1,000, and at the head of each they had a Moollah and a 
standard with an inscription, “ We have been trusting in 
God ; may he guide and guard us.” 

The best thing that could be done with the fort of Girishk 
would be to blow it to pieces, ns it is of no use to us, artd I 
am of opinion we should never have had troops beyond the 
Helmund, for they can do no good unless of sufficient strength 
to be independent of support from Candahar. 

I am sorry to say that a good deal of my men’s baggage 
was plundered during the action of the 3rd, not by the enemy, 
but by the camp-followers of the Jan Baz Regiments, who, 
like the men of these corps, are more fitted for such work than 
anything else ; they are worse than locusts in a country cursed 
with their presence. 


VOL. I. 
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I ib&Il not Anil to report oTerything I hetir worthy of being 
known regArding the aoemy'e moTementi. 

I hope we iholl get rid of the Jan Boi, for they ore of no 
nie^ and ud handi ai lootbg. 

t 

Tour* rincerely, 

J. WoODBUM. 

Nott, in fonvarding Woodburn's account of the action 
of the Ist July to tho Assistant Adjutant-General at 
Caubul, Tvroto the foHowii^ letter : 

CudibfT) 7tb Jolj, IMl. 

Sm, 

My letter*, No*. tJ5i end 397, will haro Informed Mojor- 
Genertd Blpbinvtone, C3 , commanding in AdghonitbiP/ of 
my haring detached hi* Majetty 6hth Snjoh^Ool UooIVi 
fire lUgimenti of Infantry, and two Hor«o ArtiUeiy gun*, 
under Captain Woodbun, to aid the Docranee Horve, and 
the two J*Q Bax Corpi, rcoantly arrired from CabooJ, 
in pntthig down the rebellioD In the district of Zamin 
Dawer. 

I hflTO now the honour of forwarding to you a dapotch 
from Captain ‘Woodburn, under date the 6th initant. I fed 
a«ared that tho Jltjor-Gcnerol commandiog will highly 
approTO of the conduct of that excellent officer, and of the 
officers and men under hi* command. 

^Vhen tho political authorities called upon me to detach 
Infantry and gun*, I understood that from 1,500 to 2,000 
horio would join them, tJi. upward* of 1,000 Boorinee* and 
700 or 800 Jon Box. Tlio Dooroneo IIor*o did not join, an*! 

1 strongly suspect that many of them aided iho rebel Chief 
Ackter Khan, In hi* night attack on our Infantry and gCB«* 
Tho sooner they ore discharged the bcUer. 

It doe* not appear that the Jan Box Corps were of much 



or SIR \VII.UAM XOTT. 


u?c in (lie nclion, M'liotlicr from (rcacliery or oownrclico must 
lie matter of ojiinion : I Iiclicve the former, pcrliajis both. 

iMulcr those circumstances, I shall decline any future 
retjuisition for troops, unless the uuinber under my command 
be such as to admit of my dctachiny a force sullicicnt to act 
with a certainty of success, williont lookings for the least 
assistance from the Dooranee and .Tan J5ar. Corps. 

In the attack made upon Colonel Wynicr‘s convoy, on the 
28lh ultimo, it is certain that several hundred men from 
Candahar joined the Chil/ac rciicis, and (hen coolly returned 
to this citv, and even broufrht some of their u-ounded back 
with them. It is generally stated, and 1 feel convinced it was 
the case, that miinhers from Candahar assisted Adder Khan 
in his attack on Captain W'oodluirn’s dclaclimont. 

Our information is sadly defective ; when I detached 
Captain IVoodhurn I was led to believe ilmt Acklor Khan 
mustered from 1,200 to ],GOO men; ho had 0,009 in the 
field. 

To Cnptain Grant, 

Onicialing At'iisl. Adjutant-Gcncr.il, Caboob 

The conduct of the .Tanba?. and Doorance Horse, 
the latter of whom were placed in charge of the bag- 
gage and aided the Ghilzies in getting into the rear, 
determined Nott never to rcl}^ again upon troops whose 
trcaclicr}^ was as obHous tis tlicir cowardice. But this 
was not a sufficient reason for withholding cvenj 
assistance in the great object of suppressing the rebel- 
lion. At all rislcs, therefore, the General sent the 
Shalfs 1st Kegiment of infantiy, a party of cavahy, 
and two guns, to reinforce the garrison of Girishk; 
and by the middle of August, Captain Griffin, who 

Y 2 
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commanded, was enabled to give a very good acooimt 
of the enemy. 

On the 1 6th of the month, the rebels had assem- 
bled at Seconderabod, within ten mQcs of Griffin’s 
camp. He at once moved out to attack them, fonnd 
them in great force entrenched behind a succession 
of walled gardens and forts, under cover of which they 
opened a fire of janafls and matchlocks on the detach- 
ment After a few rounds fitim Cooper's guns, parties 
were detached finm the 2nd Bengal N.I., and the 
1st R^'modt of Shah Soojoh’s infantry, to clear and 
take possession of the endosuret, while the Shah's 
5th R^;iment, flanked by a wing of His Majesty’s Ist 
cavalry, deployed into line, to attack a large party of tbo 
enemy’s sktrmiabers. The enclosures were carried with 
groat spirit. Tho whole force then united and advanced 
to attack the enemy en masse ; but before they could . 
near them, the Ghilries fell into confusioD, and wero 
immediately attacked by tho cavalry, who charged and 
broke them, and then foDowud them “ with fcarfid 
vengeance” for soverd miles. Prince Suftcr Jong, at tbo 
head of his own regiment, leading tho attack. In this 
spirited nffiur tho Jonbar cavalry redeemed their lost 
honour; they behaved most gallantly imdcr tho fj‘« 
of their commanders, Hart and Golding. 

Nott was much pleased nt tho success of this enter- 
prize, and ho was espedoDy delighted with the Bengal 
Native Infantry. In his despatch to General Elphin- 
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stone, forwarding Captain Griflin’s report of the action, 
lie says : 

It affords me the greatest pleasure and pride, in again 
bringing to the notice of the Major-General, commanding, 
the steady discipline, noble conduct, and devoted gallantry 
of the Bengal sepoys, jiroving that they arc far superior to 
three times their number of the finest and most determined 
Affghan soldiers that can be brouglit against them. Nothing 
could withstand them ; two companies of tlic 2nd Bengal 
Infantrj', led by the Lieutenants Cook and Travers, rushed 
into an enclosed garden, and after a desperate affair 
bayonetted 100 of the enemy. 

Tlic whole detachment behaved admirably. 

After the defeat at Secunderabad, the Chiefs, Amzal 
Khan of Tirecn and Akram Klian of Dcrawut returned 
to their forts, and there continued in undisguised re- 
bellion. Sultan Mahomed Khan, the Gliilzie refugee 
Chief from the Urgundab Pro\dncc, also took up 
his abode in the immediate vicinity of Tirecn, and 
busily employed himself in collecting men and in 
concerting with the turbulent Dooranees measures for 
the resistance to the Shah’s authority. 

To reduce these men, and bring the districts under 
proper subjection, the Envoy directed Major-General Nott 
to equip a force without delay. Major-General El- 
phinstone, in conveying the expression of the Envoy’s 
wishes, intimated his own desire that Major (late 
Captain) Sanders should accompany it as Engineer. 
The Envoy attached much importance to the sue- 
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cess of the expedition. He dedared that it would 
materially “affect Ao posdtion and prospects” of 
the British occupation of the country, and he was 
the more anxious for its rapid accomplishment, because 
it was desirablo that the 16th, 42nd, and 43rd Regi- 
ments of Bengal N.I., should return to India on or 
before the Ist of tho ensuing November. 


Sib, 


AMirtmt AdjQtAst>0«ncnl'« Oflec, 
CabooJ, Aufoit Sod, ISII. 


I have the honour, by diroctioD of M«jor«General Elphin- 
itone, commanding in idSghAnUtan, lo forwanl tho copy oft 
letter of yesterday’s date, reeled from the Earoy and 
Minister, reUtive to the employment of a foreo from Candihar 
against (bo Boor«zM«fl of Nbh Dehnimt and Tereen. 

3. Tho Major-General requests you will, in commonicaiion 
with Major Uewlmion, Political Agent, mnie crery neces- 
sary arrangement for the above espediUon, and ihonW the 
same ncccuity for its proceeding continne to eiist when (B® 
43rd Regiment, N. I., and (be Artillerymen from Kelst-l* 
Gilrio reach Candahar, yon •trill consider this yoor enlhority 
for ncting upon the reqaHition, and according to the rnforma- 
tlon which it is B(eted yon are to rcceiTO from Major Raw- 
Union, Political Agent at Candahar. 

3. The Major-General farther reqnests yon will report for 
liU Information, so toon as majnrcd, (he plan of operalion' 
yon propose, and the amonnl of force you intend emploji^S » 
nlio, from time to time, any changes which the nalnre of 
intelUgcnce may inggesL 

4. TheMaJoT-Qeticral (msts that Oic teUletrrentof iheabote- 
named dUtricU may not require the absence of the troop* f(^ 
Candahar for any coniWeroble length of time, ai it is bijbl/ 
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clcsirnblc tlmt tlic corps destined for Ilindostnn should, eom- 
inencc their inareh by tlie 1st of November next, if possible, 
although the let of December has been given ns the latest 
safe date. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Yoitr most obedient servant, 
Wm. Ghant, Cnpt., 


To IMajor-Gcncrnl Nolf, 
Commnndiiig nt Caiiilahar. 


OfTicmting Assistant Atljutnnl-Gcncrnl. 


Sin, 

The Ghilzie country Icing now happily settled, and the 
presence of troops being no longer requisite in that neighbour- 
hood, the ICth and 43rd Rcgiracnls Native Infantry tvill, I 
presume, conformably to the arrangements agreed upon be- 
tween us, have proceeded to Candahar. 

2. The Northern distiefs of that province (Nish Tereen and 
Dehrawut), have been in a state of rebellion, and the Chiefs of 
those districts (of whom oyte Alcrum Khan is the head), have 
refused to wait upon His Majesty’s representative ; have been 
in constant correspondence with the rebel Alchtcr Khan, and 
have assembled a considerable number of armed followers, 
Avith a view to defy His Majesty’s authority. 

3. The arrival of the 16th and 43rd Regiments Native 
Infantry, will admit of a force being detached from that 
garrison ; and I am officially made acquainted Avith the 
opinion of the Political Agent at Candahar, to the effect that 
it is necessary to send an expedition into the disturbed districts, 
with a vicAV either to expel the offending Chiefs, or to enfoi-ce 
their submission. 

4. May I request, therefore, that you will be so as \ 
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Imtrnot General NoU to comply irith Major Kawlinfon’s 
reqimItioQ for troops, shoold he ooDoor bs to the feasibUity of 
the measarei proposed, ■which will be more folly detailed to 
him by that officer. I andentond there ore one or two itroog 
Forts ia the coontry of the proposed operations, which It wonld 
require eighteeo-ponnders to breach, and it might be adTlxahle 
to hare the aerrioes of the Eoropcan ArtilleiymeTi now at 
Khelat Ghiliie. With your conoarreoca I will direct a party 
of the Bhah’s Artilloiymen to proceed from hence to the latter 
place, with a riew to reltere the detachment of Eoropetnr, 
should their rerricei m the field be called for. 

I bare the honour to be. Sir, 

Tour most obedient serrant, 
(Signed) ' W. EL ilacaAOiiTEir, 

Eqtoj fead Utahtn. 

To H«)aNGceml W. Q. ElphlntOM, C.B., 

CottCBsodlo^ In Aff|faulftu, Cab«oI. 


AwHtut AdJatJBt.OeMnr« Offit<T| 
C«booV Aefuit, 

Sib, 

By desire of ^lajor^Gcneml Elphlnslone, commanding, f 
hare the honour to annex, for yoor information and guidance, 
copies of letters relatWe to the projected expedition to Nl»h 
Debrawnt end Terctn, and to say, that in ibo orent of iu 
bdng decided that a force iboll be sent into these dUtrldf, the 
htaJor-Geneml would wish Mojor Sanders to accompany It** 
engineer. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

■\Vm. Oraxt, Cspfatn, 
OlBrlallsx Aimlwl 

To 5IiJor»(3n»nl Now, 

ConmiB^lrf •! Coodobtr. 


(Cflpy.J 
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Csbool, 23rd August, 1841. 


Sin, 

In continuation of ray letter to your address, under date 
the 21st inst,, I have the honour to forward the accorapanjdng 
copy of a letter to ray address from Major Rawlinson, under 
date the 18th inst. 

2. Tiie measures advocated by Major Rawlinson are, in ray 
opinion, not only expedient but essentially necessary to the 
tranquillity of His Majesty’s dominions, and I am further of 
opinion that the policy of the authorities of Herat, and even 
of the court of Tehran, will be mainly guided by the nature of 
the proceedings which we may adopt at the present crisis. 

3. I would venture to suggest that Major-General Holt 
should be recommended to avail himself of the professional 
ability of Captain Sanders, who is now at Candahar, and 
whose well-known zeal would, doubtless, prompt him to wish 
for the duty of accompanying the expedition to Dehrawut as 
Engineer Officer. 

4. I shall take immediate measures for sending a party of 
the Shah’.s Artillerymen to relieve the European detachment 
now at Kelat-i-Gilzie, in case the services of the latter should 
be called for, to proceed with the eighteen-pounders from 
Candahar. 

5. It is my intention to appiuse Major Rawlinson that I am 
aware of no objection to the junction of Shah Zudah Suftur 
Jung with the Dehrawut force in the manner proposed, pro- 
vided the measure has the concurrence of the military autho- 
rities. 


I have, See,, 

(Signed) W. H. Macnaghtj;??, 

Envoy and Minister. 


To Major-General \V. I?. Elphinstone, C.B., 
Commanding tlie Forces in Affghaniston, 
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Had Qaetm, Caboe], Q3rd Aafoitf 1841 

Sib, 

I hare tho honour to ooLoowledge the receipt of your letter 
of this det% ^r^itten m eontinaedon of yours of the 21it imL, 
to iiry address, together with the accompanybg copy of 
Major lUwlmson't letter to you, dated Candaharthe 18th 
lust 

I agree with you in thinking that the rebdi tinder Akhter 
Khan and Akrum Khan ought to be attnctlccd and dis]pm«d 
in Zunindawor, and that it U adrisable alio that on expedition 
should be sent to destroy the strobgholds of the letter Chkf. 
to the northward of Candahar, If it bo ascertiuned that ho has 
returned to Dehruwut from Zixnlndawar with his armed 
followers. 

My iBstructicms to Majoi>Gti>eral Nott, the saUtflOce of 
which was communicated to you in my letter of ynterdiyi 
date, teem calculated to meet erary emergency. 

But if the rebels hare mot with the pnoiihmcnt I expect 
they hsTo from Coptaln QnfflnU detachment, in Zlmiodswur, 
then I snbmu to you that the expedition to IsTih Debrawut 
and Torcen had better be deferred, because I am apprcbentjcc 
that if utnlerlaVen now, tho orders of GoTcrmnent for the 
return to Hindostan of tho 16lb, 42Dd, and 43rd Regiments of 
Natlro Inlintry may be frustrated, on account of the odraoced 
season of tho year, and I feci that 1 would not be joiUfieJ 
in sonctioning any measure at all likely to hare thli effect- 

At relating to tho danger of deby, I beg Irarc to refer yon 
to Majo^General Notts letter of the 18lh ImL, which I hate 
just sent you, and by wbldi it appears wo were wrong m ib 
hig so Ute a date as the lit December for the march of ih* 
three lUglraenU in question. 

Should the expedition be finally decided on, I quite agite 
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\vitli you that Major Sanders should accompany it as 
Engineer. 

I am still sanguine enough to expect, that by to-morrow’s 
date we shall have such good accounts from Captain Griffin 
as will render unnecessary .any further employment of the 
regular troops this season. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) W. R. Elphinsxone, 

Major-General, Commanding in Affghnnistnn, 

(True Copy.) 

To Sir W. H. Macnagliten, Bart., 

Envoy and Minister, Cabool. 


Assistant Adjutant-General’s Ofilce, 

Cabool, August 24th, 184l 

Sin, 

In continuation of ray letters Nos. 860 and 362, of the 22nd 
and 23rd inst., I have the honour, by desire of Major-General 
Elphinstone, commanding, to annex for your information a 
copy of a letter of this day’s date, from the Envoy and 
Minister, and with reference to the earnest wish therein ex- 
pressed, the Major-General requests you will take measures 
for the movement of the force destined to proceed against 
the districts of Nish Dehrawut and Tereen, immediately on 
the arrival of the 43rd Regiment Native Infantry at Can- 
dahar. 


Should the Shah’s second Infantry Regiment reach you in 
time, from Kelat-i-Gilzie, the Major-General suggests that it 
should form a portion of the force. 

In the event of the eighteen-ponnders' being required in the 
disturbed districts, the European Artillerymen now at Kelat-i- 
Gilzie may be withdrawn, as you suggested to Major Raw- 
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Union ) ft detncbment of 8Hab*f Artillery boiog nndor order* 
to repUco (hem from honcc. 

I hare the honoor to bo, Sir, 

Your most obedient fcnrent, 

Vfv. Qeikt, Capt, 

OfBclitlng AiaUtut AdJotuit'OcamL 

T« K»tt, 

CocDtnuidbf «t CtxUbir. 

(Copr.) 


C»1mo 1, Aojuit S4th, I841i 

Sin, 

I hata ibo hoaonr to ncVnowlodgo the receipt of yonr letter 
of yofterdey’i date. 

3. Thii morning, I fonwded for yonr pomial an eipw 
diipatoh from Major IlawHnaoD, ftnnonDdng an important 
Tictoij gained orer the rebel force in ZitnlndawnT. Yon viU 
UftTe aeen from that dlipatcb, that, in the opinion of Major 
Hawllmoa, tba expediency of lending a force bto the dUtricta 
of NUh Tereon and Dc^rawnt ia by no means lesMDod by thb 
orect, and in (his opinion I eotirelj' cooonr. 

* 3. I have informed yon in my aecond letter of yesterdayh 
date, that according to Major Rawlinion’i calcnlation, tin 
dnty In qaeatlon vcrald ooenpy the troopi employed more than 
a month, aiid if our recjcnt tnocesi -were promptly followed up, 
th.«ra U flxery mson, to bopa that o. ttiU ihnrter period wonM 
be occupied. 

•1. I feel that I cMn add nothing to the lentimenta alrt*dy 
expretaed, ai to the extreme importance which I attach to the 
projected expedition, ai affecting onr pofilkm and proipwti m 
this country end beyond it; end I haTe only, therefore, to 
reitenite my earnest wiih that initmotkms may bo iamod by 
yon to Major-General Nott for giving effect to it, ihonld the 
ohjooti contemplated appear aniceptible of Qooomplhhment 



OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


333 


ill lime to ndmit of’ tlioinnrcli toivnrds India of the 16lli,42nd, 
and ‘13rd Regiments of Native InfnnUy, on or before the 1st 
of November next. Between that period and the receipt of 
Jilajor-General Nott of your instrnetions more than two 
months will intervene. 

I Imvc, &c., 

(Signed) W. H. Macnaohten, 

liiivoynnd Alinislcr. 

(True copy.) 

Wnt. Grnnt, Cnjilnin, 

OfTiciallng Asstsi.inl Adjutant* Genern). 


Candnhar, 29tli August, 1841. 

Sin, 

Having been favoured with the perusal of the corre- 
spondence which lias passed between the Envoy, Major- 
General Elphinstone, and yourself) on the subject of the 
expedition to Tireen and Dehrawat, I do myself the honour 
to observe that the necessity of dispatching troops to those 
districts becomes daily more apparent to me, for not only do 
the Chiefs, Amzal Khan of Tireen, and Akrara Khan of 
Dehrawat, who returned to their forts after the defeat at 
Secunderabad on the 17th inst., still continue in undisguised 
rebellion, but Sultan Mol Khan, the Ghilzie refugee Chief 
from the Arghundab, has also taken up his abode in the 
immediate vicinity of Tireen, and is now busily employed in 
collecting men, and in concocting with the turbulent Dooranees 
measures of furtlier resistance to his Majesty the Shah’s 
authority. 

2, It is quite impossible that I could state specifically the 
number of days that will be occupied in reclaiming these 
districts, but taking into consideration the distance at which 
Tireen and Dehrawat are situated from Candahar, the nature 
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of tho roadti and tho dlffianlly of transporting lioatj ordnance, 
together >rilb the opposition to bo expected at the different 
forts, and tho adaiiBhUl^ of maintaining a strong attltade of 
power for a short tlmo labseqnent totlioeesuUoDorhostiliUQS; 
I am inclined to allow fifty days for tho extreme doration of 
tho absenco of the troops from Candabar. Yon will poTceira 
from this computation, that I am under no apprehensions of 
tho cxpodltion to Thren ond Dehrawat interfering with the 
return of tho ICth, 42ad, and 43rd Tlcgimeots to India by tho 
Isl of KoTcraber, in eonseqaenco of tho detention of the troop* 
In the fidd beyond that dale*, but sbonld cireumstanen cren 
cause tho unexpected prolcrngetioa of hoitilitier beyond 
October, there will etill, with Captmn Manln'e Regiment, 
which Is about to rctum to Candahor, and tho force now in 
Zomln Bawor, bo three Corps of tbo Shah’s Infantry OTaih 
able for the completion of tho scnicet and arrangtiDeats, it 
appears to mo, will thus always be pruotieal for relierring the 
regular troops that may be now dispotohed, and mstorny thsiT 
return to Candahar from Dehmwat by tho 1st of Noremher, 
to as to admit of tho march of the other three Jloghnents to 
India by that date, 

I haTo the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedioot lorrant, 

H. lUwujisoa, Political Agent, Candahsr, 

To filApn-OeocTsl KoU, eotaguidUit CaaiUur. 

Within a week from tho receipt of the instructioM 
of General Elpbinstona, Nott hud prepared his force 
for tho field. Ho had taken every precaution to fit 
it out in the most efficient manner, and was particalarfy 
anaiiraB that it shouhi not be frittered away into sinafi 
dotachmente. 
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r.mdnlinr, 7th Scplombt’r, 1811. 

?IK, 

I liavtt tlio lioiiotir lo acquaint you, for l]io information of 
.Major-Grnrrnl Klpliinstonc. C.Ii., conimniiding in An^linn- 
istan, tliat the Iroopf, — lilt Company tlnd Battalion, Arlillory, 
with (wo 1 Sqxmndcr?, two of licr i\rnjc?(yV Iforfc Artillery 
Gun?, Kc[jifm'tit of Slinlt? Cavalry, Dolnclinicnt of Sappers, 
2n(l I?igintcnt Bcnjial Native Infantry, 3Stli Begimont Amative 
Infnitry, — moved into camp this morninfr, and that they will 
commcnco tlicir marelt on the Oth, or morning of the lOlli 
instant, on the .service noted in your letters. N^os. 360, 362, 
and 363, of tlic22nd, 23rd, and 2dth ultimo. 

I regret to state that I have not I)ccn able to gain any 
information that can he at all depended upon, regarding (ho 
country in which (he (mops arc to net, the nature of (ho 
roads, passes, forts, kc. Major Hawlinson has taken intich 
pains to collect intelligence on the sidjecl, hut I must repeat 
tlicrc is nothing that (he trooj)scan depend upon to aid them in 
their movements. 

I have taken cvcjy precaution to fit out this force in the 
most eflicicnt manner, and if it should not he frittered away 
into small detachments, it must he successful. I hope tho 
ordcr.s which I shall give on this subject will he attended to 
hv the olficers in command and b}’- the political authorities, as 
I am of opinion that the least check given to our troops in 
this country would lend to the most serious consequences. 

Ilnving carried into effect tho Major-General s orders as far 
as it depends upon me, I have now only to express my deep 
regret that so large a portion of the force under my command 
should have been ordered on what may prove to bo a difficult 
service, without my being permitted to assume the command. 
In the absence of positive orders to the contrary, I should 
certainly have proceeded with the detachment, had it not been 
for the directions continued in the first and second paragraphs 
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of ycmr letter No. IK)D, of tbo 7th of June, 1841 j U u not 
nece**ary for me to tty how much my fooling* were hurt upon 
that ocofttion. 

I am, Sir, your mo*t obedient Mrrant, 

"W Nott, Major-Geneml 

To CapUlo Gnnt, OffidMles AulaUat AdjaUauOrnml, Obool, 

P.8. Copic* of the order* I have iitned for tbo moTemenl 
of the detachmoDt than bo fonrarded to you. 

Tbo abore^Tacntioned detoohmont will be Joined on the 
march by two Hor»e*Aitillery gno», fonr Compenia Qnd 
Reglrocat NtUlTO Infantry, Uu btnjcfty** let Regiment of 
CaTolry, and tbo let Jonboz Corpi, now with CapUio 
Gnffln, In Zamln Pawur. 

General Nott’i letter of instructions to Colond 
Wymer, ^ho ^vns to proceed in command of the force, 
is a modd for General Officers It exhibits a rare 
amount of professional knowledge, and a becoimng 
jcalcrusy of the independonco of a commanding office 
of a mUitary detachment engaged on n rcsponsiblo 
duty. 

Ctndihui Bept 7, IWh 
Sib, 

I am directed by Major-Qcneral Nott to aegraunt yon that 
the detachment placed under your command, has been 
formed on the reqxnsition of Sir W. ilacnaghten, Enmy and 
Minuter, and the order* of Major-General Elphinitone, C.B, 
commanding m Affglipni«tanj for the purpooo of coerong the 
disobedient and refractory duefs of Zcnundfoir, Tirea, tad 
Dexawnt, and, if found n ucaiaiy , to capture and dotroy 
their forts. 

The Major-General ha* been informed that lieutenant EThot, 
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xVssistnnt Political Agcntj is to proceed witli the detachment 
Tinder your command, who will of course be in possession of 
the orders of the Envoy and Minister, and with whom you will 
be in constant communication. lie will state to you from 
time to time the services which the Envoy and Minister may 
wish the troops to accomplish ; when the manner of per- 
forming and carrying them into full cficct, must depend 
entirely upon your own military judgment, and for which 
you alone will be responsible to Government. 

The iMajor-Gcncral lias taken every precaution in liis 
power to fit out jmur detachment in the most efficient 
mauner; and provided you keep your detachment together, 
and not, unless absolutely necessary in your own military 
judgment, allow of its being divided or frittered away into 
parties, it must be successful. The j\Iajor-Gencral desires 
that you will constantly bear this in mind, as the least check 
given to your force, would at present lead to most serious 
consequences. 

The Assistant Political Agent will procure guides for your 
detachment, and furnish you from time to time with what- 
ever information he may be able to obtain regardiug the 
strength and position of the rebel forces, the natm’e of the 
country, and the practicability of the passes and roads. 

Your detachment will march from this with supplies 
for one month, and Major Rawlinson, Political Agent, has 
arranged for 3,000 maunds of flour, being available at 
Zumbooruck, five marches from Candahar. As there may be 
some resistance and delay at the Pass of Kotul, and no 
W'ater procurable until you shall have forced or passed 
through it, the Major-General has directed all the puckhals 
procurable to be sent with the detachment. 

VOL. I. . z 
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A portion of the troop* have been directed to mbro frwli 
Iho nglit bnnt of the llclmnnd, and to join yotl at ZanlbOo- 
rticki Tho Jlajor-Gcncrol does not deed it ncccmry to 
lay down any role, or point Out any particTilar tnanrito of 
marchj to an officer of )*Dnr rank and itonding in tlie 
lemco; bnt at tho country throo^i which you will haVc 
to past 18 to entirely unknown, ho would obterre the 
ncccttily for tho most compact order and legiilanty, to 
enable you to repel ouy tuddeu attack without deity and on 
tho i2nir of tho moment. 

Tho hlajor-Gcncral hat, in general, found it convenient 
en roufe to place tho greater part of tho cavalry m front, 
with order* to drop two or four vedettes faciug outwards ou 
each front of the column at intermit of oOc mdA, With 
directions to fall in, and com© up with tho rear-gutrd, theta 
men will ham on eye to the safety of the baggage, fee. 

At you wiH have a large body of Hu Mtjeriy^i Isi 
Cavaliy end Janbat Horse, the MtjOT-Gtnertl wold 
iceommend a free u*o of patrolct 

On being joined by the troops from Zemindaur, yon will 
bare B strong force; and lookmg to the predilection of the 
enemy you will have to encounter for night sttacki^ the 
Major-General feds confidmt, you wiD see the great 
necessity of every precaution bang observed m potting jwof 
picketi, aentnet, and vedettet, and for constant patrok*. 

Tbo General hat, wbenovtx the nature of the country 
admitted of it, found it convenient for the whole of the 
cattle and baggage, to more on the reverte flank, to that 
the troops can st bH timet wheel up, or form to any pomt 
without impediment, and stnet orders thould be given that 
no camp-foDower, or any paraon whatewerj thould head 
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the column without the special directions of the officer 
commanding. 

Major Rawhnson, the Pohtical Agent^ has intimated a 
wish that the Janhaz corps should he in attendance on the 
young Prince during your march ; hut you are to under- 
standj that they are available and at your orders for any 
duty which may become necessaiy. 

You will keep the Major-General in constant knowledge 
of your movements for the information of General Elphin- 
stone, C.B. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Wymer, 

Commanding a Detachment. 

In communicating to Elphinstone the measm*es he 
had adopted for rendering the force efficient, Nott 
expressed his deep regret that so large a portion of 
the force imder his command should have been ordered 
on what might prove to be a difficult service without 
his being permitted to assuinethe command. To this 
Elphinstone rephed by declaring his astonishment that 
Nott did not use his discretion in the matter. Nott 
was perfectly at liberty to have commanded the force, 
and Elphinstone now begged that he would do so. 
Only two months previously, both the Envoy and 
General Elphinstone had expressly stated that they 
did not think it prudent that Nott should on any 
accoimt leave Candahar, but as the words “ at present” 
(June) had been used in the communication, they held 
that Nott was released from any obligation to continue 
under restriction in August. 
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AMlttut-AdJatinUOtunTi Offlw, 
Casbtil, ISUi Stpusbtrt I94Z. 


I Dm directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lellar of 
tho7tbmit*, and to conrey to yon ilojor-Geoeral Elphin- 
ftono’* entiro approbation of iho arningeraents yon bure nude 
for Uio expedition into DeUmwoi, n* well u of the very judi- 
cions order* yoa have given to the Officer commanding tbo 
force j bathe much rcgreit to find that oU the information 
yon bavo ben able to oblaio nupectiDg that oonntry U so very 
dofcotlvc. 

Tho Major-Gonoral cannot, however, bat exprets hi* tato- 
niihmcnt at yoar now atating year regret at not .having been 
permitted to oatamo command of *o largo a portion of the 
force under yoor order*, when going upon whol may prove a 
difficult aervice. With reaped to poallive order* to the coo* 
trory, ho ia at a Iom to eooceive to what you ollode, aa be left 
tho whole arruflgement of tbo cipodiuon to yooroelf, end had 
you been dcairoaa of commending it, which be al*o meamt to 
leave to jonr own jadgmcnl, there wna ample time, ihoold 
you havo had any doubta upon tbo eobject, to have aubmittad 
yoor propoiiUon for ioatraotiona tberooD, instead of aendiug 
in a compbunt of not having bean employed, Joat ea the de- 
tachment wai aboQt to marofa. 

Ho begi me to call yoor attention to the lat and 3nd pam- 
graphf of my letter. No. 209, of the 7ih of June loat,* which 


• A«Ut. Adjetant-GaiWTir# OIBb*, Cabool, 7tb Jw, 1641 - 

SlB, 

I have had the honour ibU day to anbrnit to MtJor^Senertl 
EIphinatotHj, commanding, your letter of the 3lat nlt.^ No. 
229, wHb ita inclosnrea, and in reply I am inatructed to 
acquaint you that neither bt^ nor the Envoy, think it prudaot 
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distinctly states “ that neither he nor the Envoy think it 
prudent that you yourself should on any account leave Can- 
dahar at present,'' by 'ivhich you must perceive that these 
instructions had reference merely to then esistinrr circum- 
stances, when it was not deemed advisable that you, with 
hostilities going on on both sides of Candahar, namely, on the 
Helmund and in the Gilzie country, should quit the most 
important post within your command with a detachment not 
requiring the presence of an officer of your rank, I am now 
directed to say that the Major-General has no objection to 
your immediately proceeding to take the command of the force 


that you yourself should on any account leave Candahar at 
present. 

The Major-General hopes that on your learning the success 
of Lieutenant-Colonel W 3 fmer’s detachment, you will have 
changed your intention of leaving Candahar, but on the con- 
trary, should you have left, he requests that on receipt of this 
letter you will immediately return to that imorptant post. 

The works at Kelat-i-Gilzie must be completed, but the 
Major-General trusts that the necessary measures for this 
purpose may be effected without your being obliged to weaken 
the garrison of Candahar too much, and advises the return of 
the 38th Regiment of Native Infantry, so soon as the 43rd 
Regiment may reach Kelatt-i-Gilzie, 

I am directed to add that no military operations are eon- 
templated in the neighbourhood of Kelat-i-Gilzie, further 
than the completion of the works in progress at that place, 
and as to all measures for provisioning the garrison there, 
these he leaves entirely to your discretion. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Wm. Grant, Capt., Officiating Assist, Adj.-General. 

To Mojor-General Nott, coramanding at Candahar. 
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CD marcli to Dolimwnt, nuiVia^ otct tbe oomnumd at Cm 
da1mr to the next temor officer^ with inch ioftractlons os joa 
may deem proper to giro him for hli guidance during your 
abicnec. 

In conoIosIoQi I otn destred to odd that the Major General 
regrets that your euppoafeg youraelf precluded from anuinlng 
the command of tho expedition had not been made knenra to 
him on your receipt of my letter, No 860, tTben he •vroold 
hate had much tatUfaoUon In doing TThotcrer 'wai most agree- 
able to you 

You 1*111 bate the goodnet* to acquaint mo, for the Major- 
Generul’e Informauoo, irbetber you hare decided upon iffum* 
mg the commoed of (bo oxpodition or not 
I haro the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient serrant, 

IVk Goakt Optain, 
Offistiltof Aislitut* OiMfsti 

To llijor Ottml Kott, ooiaaiodlog ot Cwljibir 


Fortified ivith tin* interpretation of thor new seflb- 
mentfljMajor-GcnerQlNott instandy proceeded by forced 
marciies to take the command of tho force firom Wymer 
Nott reached the cximp at Mecran, m the provrooe 
of Neeeh Derawut on tho 23rd of September Hero 
18 hia account of his nmreb and the force in the 
districts 

Mt DEXi Childebh, 

I aent you a hne firom Caadohar, on tho 18th initant, 
ttymg that I wa* Icanng that place for fidd semco. After 
a moat horrible march, the particulan of which I hare not 
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time to tell you, I yesterday got over one of the most 
difficult mountain passes I ever beheld, called the Kotul-i- 
Paj. The Bolan and Kojuck Passes are nothing in com- 
parison. I had a naiTOw escape, and ought to be thankful. 
In ascending a very steep part over shelving rocks, my horse 
fell, and my left leg (the wounded one) received the weight 
of his body j however, I only feel a little stiff. It might have 
been otherwise. It was my own fault ; I have always been, 
and stiU am, a reckless lader. I have with me six guns, 
1st Regiment Cavalry, 2nd Regiment N.I., 38th Regiment 
N.I., 5th Shah^s Infantry, two Regiments of Janbaz or 
Affghan Horse, a Company of European Artillery, a party of 
Sappers, &c. I should not think, that the enemy would 
oppose this force in the open field, whatever they may do in 
moimtain passes, and in their forts. I hope to manage so 
as to be back at Candahar by the 25th of October, and then 
march to India. 

A week later, he writes : 

The troops have halted here for the last three days, as 
about ten of the Chiefs are now in camp with their 
numerous followers, and we are trying to come to some 
amicable settlement, but they do not like having their forts 
destroyed. These Chiefs are of Derawut, Tereen, and the 
Hazarah countries. The latter are wild men of mountain 
regions, with Tartar features, viz., savage-looldng in the 
extreme. Some of them strolled through our camp yesterr 
day, and narrowly inspected our guns, and said they were 
glad that we could not take them into their mountains. 
They were told, “ that there was nothing tha|; Englishmen 
could not do, and that if our Government gave the order, 
they would see them there.^^ 
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I do not think thcM ChicCi will oppose this force, at least 
not in the open field ; yet thqr ore daring fcUowi, not gmn 
to reflection, and think not mnch of nllnnatc conseqncncet- 
I am n soldier, and the ayatem of our Goremroent in thii 
country ia no Lnrinen of mine; but it i», and has alrray* 
been, wrong, eery wrong, and nerer will bo right until 
Macnaghten u withdrawn. Hit measures hsTc drawn 
down tbe deadly hatred of tho people of Affghtnistan upon 
ni, and ho has drained the Company** Treasury, all which 
might not have been, hod Ao not accompanied the Army of 
Indus. 


After judidoualy diatributiiig his force, and apporenilg 
bringing the Cluefs to a senso of their duty to Shnh 
Soojah, Major-Gcneml Nott returned to Candahar cm 
tho let of November. AcIcIct Khan had fled to the 
Hindoo Kosh. 

Nott had loft Captain AnderBon in command in the 
districts, and tvrdvo days after his own departure re- 
cored firom that officer tho foUowing account of tbe 
state of the country ; 

DuBWt, Nat«®b« B- 


Mt pKiB Onnuut, 

I am htppy to *ay all conrinaei qnlet in these diitnot*. I 
lately made a detour up the rlTer and found the people oirih 
no oppenranoe of anni among them. Tho population U text' 
tered about, frill tho aggregate would be Urge. Erarything 
depend* on the well tampered conduct of the peraon appointed 
Hakim ; I thoold say, the proferonoe amoug the lower clswes 
i* for a European. All who hare come by the rirer fro™ 
Zomeendawur, agree that there are acreral point* of the lOok* 
which would require muoh labour, hence I muit io return 
again face the Pooh Kotul. "We ate all ready to more oa 
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PaKcrsou's arrival, anti it is fall time, for tlio cold is great at 
night, and fodder scarce for so large a nnnilter of liorsc. The 
,rnn Baz arc willing, and must improve, but should receive 
great attention. Tlic Hindoo Cavaliy is in great repute 
with the people, from their being quiet and good-looking. On 
all occasions the request is made, "pr.ay send the Ilindoostancc 
Horse, and not Jan Baz.” This is a sad and melancholy 
aliair, the destruction of Woodburn, one of our best oflicers; 
I yet entertain hope that he may have escaped, unless the ris- 
ing was more than accidental. Ahis, our muslccls and aimless 
jiriiuj are no match for these men, well posted, beyond the reach 
of the bayonet. The poor and merchants arc with ns, but all 
men in authority, or of rank, arc, by a natui-al consequence, 
in opposition. I had sujiposcd you were on the road to Kabul. 
I trust you will kindly impress on the Political Agent the ne- 
cessity of covering for the artillcr}’, an arm daily of more im- 
portance, as the natives find the true range of our musket. 

Sincerely yours, 

John AKDi-nsoir. 
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CHAPTER VHL 
1841 (continued). 

Tin: cajSQtmncitJOT ratir z E j t cAunn jjto docth-rax 

jCBTOtl AT QAinroZi—€CB MBZKT BAJJ; CT tllB TAIBr*~niB TOSCS 
AS CAjrrUJlAB aCMAAEth—AaWTAL CtP TSB 40tn TOOT— coioro 

lacxA^Es'a sBiOADs nocssM TO m>u— n ixoiuzn — piv 
TA imiAJ TO KEUPni QATOCIi— OO mmiED FT THB HOW to Bsao* 
BJUDI— THB ATTFAI/ TO THt y nwnrrt\f7ia r OT THB SHOOCHEB 
4SD uRATTTtri — guTinri n r oTP* — ^xoti n.ifra cisnAnia n A 
■TAII OT DEFZSm— TKHACimiT OT TOZ iAJlVAI — pmaTUFa Cff 

tuvcb soTtEB rmo. 

We approach the most critical period in the hiatoiy 
of onr occupation of Affghonistan. The clouds had 
long been gathering. The storm, long foreseen by 
General Nott, was about to burst 

While the General, in his quiet, but finn and 
masterly way, was subduing Tireen and Dcrawut, events 
were taking place at Caubul and its vicinity which were 
completely to alter the position of the British mission 
and the British force, and to change the plans which 
Nott had formed for his own departure from Candahar. 
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Before the General lind quitted to assume the com- 
mand of the force in (he Dciwut districi, Rawlinson 
had written liim tlie following ominous note : 

(Private.) Sept. 7tli. - 

]\Iv i)i:An Gj:xiniAi., 

Coupling the extraordinnry delay of tlicCaubul dawk witli 
iiiforiuation that I have from (he Envoy of the discoveiy of an 
extensive conspiracy among (he nohlcs of the Court in favour 
of Dost DInhomed, I cannot help giving way to an indefinite 
sort of np])rchcnsion that something untoward has occiuTcd 
at the capital. Under these circumstances, would it not he as 
well to caution commanding officers privately to he on the 
alert ? For, were any news of a revolution, or indeed any 
serious disturhance at Cauhul to reach this place, it could 
not fail to produce a great sensation, though a show of pre- 
paration on our part would serve, I think, to prevent any 
general rising. 

It would he very dcsirahlc, on the other hand, supposing 
even my suspicions to he well founded, to avoid any prema- 
ture show of alarm ; and any prccautioiis that are taken, 
had hotter thus he conducted, so as to attract as little as 
possible the attention of the townspeoidc. 

I have not expressed an apprehension to any one but 
yourself that the delay in the dawk is other than accidental, 
and even in communicating my suspicion to you that it may 
arise from a more serious cause, I beg to state that I have 
no other ground for the opinion than the coincidence in 
time hetv^ecn this delay and the very critical state in which 
I know affairs to have been at Cauhul, 

Major Lynch, from whom I heard last night, reports that 
the country is quite quiet in his Aucinity ; and in reference 
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to the delay in tho dauk sayi, " Somethm^ wrong nnut, 
I think, h»TO taken, place at Canbul.” I may alio tocntion 
the report of the dawk measengen, that the Ghami conntry 
hai riicn e» maiM, though I do not pay much attention to 
this itory. 

Yoon, very lincerely, 

11. N. lUwiJHSON. 

This interruption of the dawks was U commencement 
de la fin; oB later events illustrated the facHis de- 
sceneus. Yet so great was the infatuation of the 
inisgdded and confident Sir W. Mocnaghten, that at 
this very moment ho believed tho whole country was 
in sudi Q state of happy sobjection, that be might 
moke his arrangements for his departure for India, 
to assume the government of Bombay (to which lucra- 
tive and honourable office ho bad been appointed as 
E farther reward of his services), and that the presence 
of E British force mi^t soon be altogether di^)cnsed 
with I The profound confident* of Macnaghten was 
shored by Sir Alexander Bumes, his immediate assistant 
and intended successor. To the author of these pagc8» 
Boraes wrote in J 841, “ whatever may be thought and 
said of the Politicals in this country, we have now 
brought motters to such a point, that in tho 
season the troops may go back to India.” To sach 
a point indeed 1 The real state of afeirs was not 
obvious to men who had resigned themselves to the 
luxuries of the Affghan Court, and whose omn^t®t 
srif-lovo perverted every hoetBo fact, but to aH around 
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them the danger of our position was imminent. 
Circumstances were every day occuriing to impress 
impartial observers with the conviction, that the farce 
of “ British occupation” was approaching the denoue- 
ment, The manifestations were numerous. The people 
of Chai'eekai’ had refused to pay kist to the Govern- 
ment ; the inhabitants of Cauhul were continually 
exhibiting their antipathy to the Europeans by frequent 
murders; Shah Soojah was alienating his subjects by 
his hauteur, his crael punishments and oppressions ; 
and one of Dost Mahomed’s sons was stHl in arms 
in the North. But to this minatory state of things, 
Macnaghten and Burnes were so insensible, that in 
one fatal moment they concluded they might safely 
commence a reduction of the sums agreed to be 
annually paid to the Eastern Ghilzies and other tribes 
inhabiting the hills between Peshawm and Caubul, 
for the sake of keeping the passes open, and putting 
a stop to plunder. The resolution having been come 
to, the reduction was immediately caiTied into effect. 
The consequences were, as might have been expected, 
most serious. 

Gliutni, 14tli October, 1841. 

My dear General, 

This act of the Affghans proceeds, I believe, from the black 
mail of 40,000 rupees having been withheld by orders fi'om 
Calcutta. The insurgents must be bold and thoughtless, for 
had they deferred their attack for another month we should 
have been minus one European and five Native Infantry 
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corpi, bat they hire telected the period of the pride of ow 
■trcDgth to dUpute the ptwage, and certainly the ooontry is 
cepahlo of belag held by a handful of men ogolntt thoosends. 
The AiTghant buTo made a great mistake In not allowing the 
Heginlents to proceed separately funhor from Cabool, when 
thoir tosto for roteogo might hare been more easily gratified. 
I tee not how General Salons Brigade is to lenre the coantry. 
Of oourw they might force their way ihrongh, bat the enemy 
would close on their rear, and eat off onr oommonlcalion with 
India os complctoly as it has been done for the past fortaigbt. 

Wltli many thanks, belierre me, 

Yoora, very truly, 

T. Paihxi. 

Hio mountaineer* rose oa one man, ocenpied the 
Khoord Caubul Pasacs, lying between Caubul and the 
Punjaub, in great force, and at onco cut off the com* 
mumcation between Caubul and India.* 

Major-General Sir Robert Sale was on the point 
at this time of reluming to India with tho 1 3th Light 
Infantry, for the 44th Foot under Colond Shelton — 
a brave but unpopular officer — ^had arrived to reheve 
it. Advantage was taken of the canjumstance to 
reopen the communicarion. He accordingly marched 
with his own corps, and tho 3Bth Regiment, NJ. 
found the a severer one than he had expected; 
but the troops accomplished it under their distiogxushed 
lender, and Sale moved on to Jellallabad. In tbo 
various fighta, which took place in the Pass of Khoord 
Canbul, the Valley of Tcreen and the Pas* ^ 

* tfEmodtli of Aftgbuuitsn, Oskotts, 
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JugduUiickj several officers .were killed, and Sii’ Robert 
Sale himself veiy severely wounded. 

Simultaneously with these operations, an expedition 
was sent into the Zoorraut country which succeeded ; 
but new causes of disquietude were elsewhere arising. 
Major Pottinger, who was in Kohistanj reported the 
existence of a most imeasy feeling arising fi'om the same 
cause as that which had ai'oused the Eastern Ghikies.* 

But in spite of all these warnings, General Elphin- 
stone was so perfectly satisfied that his mission had 
been fulfilled in quieting the country, that he now 
talked of retm-ning to India, and on the 31st of October 
wi’ote to Nott, officially, to inquii*e whether he intended 
to accompany his brigade to Hindostan, or to retnain 
in Candahai’ ; and in the latter case, to take the com- 
mand of the troops in Afighanistan. Nott replied that 
it was not his intention to relinquish his post, until he 
could heai’ from Government, and that he was therefore 
prepared to assume the general command of the ti’oops. 

During Major-General Nott’s absence in the Derawut 
disti’ict, the gaitison of Candahar had been augmented 
by the arrival of Her Majesty’s 40th Foot, a remarkably 

^ Acting in accordance TOtli the known wishes of the GoVemmelit, 
Macnaghten began to retrench the stipends or subsidies paid to the 
Chiefs. He knew how distastefttl this measm-e would be; he was 
apprehensive of its results. But money was wanted, and he was com- 
pelled to give it effect. The blow fell on all the Chiefs about the 
capital; upon the GhUzies, upon the Kohiatanees, upon the Caubulees, 
upon the Momuids, and upon the Kuzzlebashtes .— War in Af- 
ghanistan, 
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fine ond effident regiment. It had come, with four 
guns, under Captain Blood of the Bengal Artilleiy, 
to replace the 16th and 43cd ‘Regiments NX* On 
the 2nd of November, Nott paraded 5,000 men 
—Skinner’s Horae, the Shah’s Ist Cavalry, the Shah's 
Horse Artillcrj', the Bengal and Bombay brigades of 
ArtiUerj', Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, the 2nd, 16th, 
38th, 42nd and 43rd Regiments of Bengal NX, and 
there were five good bands; but, adds the General, 
vrith tho true conrtc^ of tho officser, in writing to his 
daughters, “ I am sorry wo have no ladies to look on." 

On the 8th of November, the General, foDowing 
inatructiona from head-quartcTB, sent off the Bengal 
Artillflry, and the three native regiments, cn rozte to 
Hindostim, under Colond Madaren. But they had 
not proceeded more than one march, before tidings 
came from Caubul of a most nlarmmg ebaracter. The 
Affgbans bad risen at Caubul en masse, murdered Sir 
Alexander Bumes and others, burnt and destroyed their 
propody, and surrounding the British cantonments and 
the Bola Hissar (citadel), where Shah Soojah remded* 
had commenced a blockade of the British. Nott 

• On the Sind ot September we dnad with tho iSrd NX 
crfBetin of whieb, hie tboee of the IClh, wne drligbted to iw to, wrf 
onlj from ho«pTt»ble feeHug*, bot u the tirnT»l of tho iOth WM to 
the tigiul for thdr rttorn to India. Little did wo think that 
thet in o> few month* we w ere to p^nrm, TmAir the H h ut rig n Nott. * 
•end of opeT*tKm\ whkh h»TO won for Una dutingofrhed md laafflttd 
officer the gnbtnde «jwI ftmtr^fann of hu 
SttofUHwu ^Fowr Tfer^ Scria « (if Sati wtU (if *0ii 
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iiipfnnlly srnf ofl' nn cxjwrss (o Imit (lie brigade until 
lie could boar farflior.’^ 

That (be reader, who has not. made himself familiar 
with (bo history of our oocujiation of Aflgh-inistan, may 
quite understand (he jiosition of the Bntish at this 
rriliral juncture, we will borrow a page or two from 
Mr. Kaye's interesting work. Mr. Kayc’.s narrative 
for the most part relates to (he operations in the north 
of the country, and be has therefore touched but 
incidentally upon the ojicralions in Scindc and Lower 
xVtfghanistan.f In like manner we arc obliged to treat 
cursorilv and briefly of the occun-enccs he has recorded, 
for Nott’s command in the South lias been our proper 
and agreeable field. 

“The English had by this time begun to settle 
themselves down in Caubul. Indeed, from the ver^^ 
commencement, they had done their best, as they ever 
do, to accommodate themselves to new localities and 
new circumstances, and had transplanted their habits, 
and, I fear it must be added, their vices, with great 


See Appcndi.x for Sir R. Slmkcspcarc’s aceounl of tlic proeecdings 
at Caukul. 

f “ I have not atlcmptcd in iliis chapter to give a mimilo account of 
the march of the tlircc columns of the invading army to Caudahar. It is 
no part of my design to render tin's work conspicuous for the completeness 
of its military details.” — Chap. I, Vol. I. Again: “The defence of 
Kahun by Captain Lewis Brown, and of Quettah by Captain Bean, are 
among the most noticeable incidents of tho war, and deserve more 
extended notice than I can give them in this place. I am eompellcd to 
leave it to others to ehroniclc more minutely the progress -of events in 
Upper Scindc .” — Booh TF, Chap. I. 
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addrcaa to the capitnl of the Doonmco empire. It wai 
plain that they ^vero makmg themselves nt home in the 
chief city of the Affghans. There vm* no sign of an 
intended departure. They were buBding and furnishing 
houses for thcmsolvcs, laying out garden*, suiroimding 
themselves with the comforts and hixnries of European 
life. Some hod scot for their wives and childpon. 
tndy Mnenoghten, Lady Sale, and other Englishwomen, 
domesticated in comfortable houses \vithin the Hmits of 
the great foUy we hod crect^ on the plain. The 
Enghah, indeed, hod Ix^im to find the place not wholly 
tmcndufublo. The fino dimntn braced and eiiuIaratEd 
them. There was no lack of amusement They rode 
races ; they played at crideet ; they got up dramatw 
entertainments ; they went out fishing ; they went out 
shooting. When winter fell upon them, and the strong 
frost covered the lakes with ice, to the infinite astonish- 
ment of the Affghans, they eldmmed over the smooth 
surface on their skates. There is no want of manlintfs 
among the Affghnns ; but the manHnees of the Ferin^hco 
strangers quite put them to shame. They did not Kka 
us the less for that ; the athletio amusements of our 
people only raised their admiration. But there was 
something else which filled them with intensest bate. 

" I am not writing an apology ; there are truths 
which must be spokem The temptations which ar® 
tnoet difficult to withstand, were not withstood by our 
EngKsii officers. The attractions of the women of 
Cautral they did not know how to resist. The 



OF SIR ^VILLIAM NOIT. 


356 


an* very jealous of <lio honour of their womc'ii j and 
there were things done in Caubul ^vhich covered them 
with sliame and roused tiiein to I'cvengc. Tlic inmates 
of the i\Ialiomcdan Zenana were not unwilling to visit the 
(juarters of the Christian stranger. For two long years, 
now, had this sliamo been burning itself into th(5 hearts 
of the Cnubulecs; and there were some men of note and 
intluence among them who knew themselves to be thus 
wronged. Complaints were made ; but they were made 
in vain. Tlie scandal was open, undisguised, notorious ; 
redress was not to be obtained. The evil was not in 
coui*se of .supprciision ; it went on, till it became 
intolerable, and the injured then began to see that the 
only remedy was in their own hands. It is enough 
to state broadly this jiainful fact. Tlicrc arc many who 
can till in with vivid personality all the melancholy 
details of this chapter of human weakness, and supply a 
catalogue of the WTongs, which were soon to be so 
fearfully redressed.” 

The fire of rebellion being now ignited, the flames 
.spread vith amazing rapidity. The sword of each 
Ghazee, Ghilzie, Kohistanee, Ike., was unsheathed, and 
every European, and all who served them — every spot 
they occupied — was threatened. The Kohistanees cut 
to pieces the Ghoorkha Battalion under Major Pottinger 
and Lieutenant Haughton, who alone escaped to Caubul 
covered with wounds. Captain Ferris of the Shah’s 
serwee, was attacked at Pesh Bolak, near the Khyber, 
and after exhausting his ammunition, was forced to- 
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escape under coror of the night. [For on account of 
these calamities, soo Appendix to 2nd volume.] A body, 
of 130 men, under Captain Woodburu, was set upon 
between Candahar and Ghuzni, and onnihilnted, Wood- 
bum himself fafling desperately and mortally wounded.* 
Tho General rcccivod the nccoimt of this catastrophe 
from Liout-Coloncl Palmer, commanding at GhumL 

OtmtaS, El«bt ^n., l&U 

Mt DKAB Gs]r£BA.L, 

In my letter of tliU day I mentioned to yon that Captam 
Woodbnm tad Idl (b$ od the Sod for Cabool, wilt an cacort 
of 108 lepoya and natVret, cotopoped of non>«nnnui»foned* 


* "Dila ocmotiy h m a aad ttate. Poor Captam TToodbom, Bho ru 
proceeding on ikk kare to Caolrat h» been WTeJ it tjijeaa Oat m 
the road lie jomed 180 aepOT* of the Bfaat’a, nto roe ako gohiff 
to Canbal, and I beliero cm fadoogt to Tnda. IlMiy 'vtn attacked bj 
tbe rebels near Qbatm, and cxceptii^ or men, woe tH I 

regret ‘Woodbom muiii , bo -m a noUc soldier, and is a great Job. 
Had I been at Osnilaluir I Ttmld bare eaidmonred to peanada b® 
not to hare gone. AU cmcmmuoahon betBem this and Canlml n ont 
ofl, and It b said tho ocnmtrj all tho rraj to that plico u np m anes. 
'We bare Md and strange reports fitan the naiirei of attiin at Canboh 
Thej saj that a great ladtlo has been fongbt thire. Bus be blscj 
bnt OUT affiuit, I fear, ate as bad as bad can be, and rmleas a htfle mcao 
talent, and energy, and decnicFa ehonld ante in our oamps and coaodb, 
I tliTTiV, can And a qaslifted bead Ibr it, to absll soon hare to 
tho eaid of tho 10,000 Greeks j to what number tho p hi l i ni aiay bo 
reduced a another tlunj_ I opme I hare had soioo dificnBy t* 
bo^jtng my sCT snti , and an. of ibwin hare left to go vdli the troc^ t® 
Hlndoatan. The stsrranta who irmam srill do for me, but I ha^ 
dillged to mcmao thair pay, and I am new gmng each 
clothing foe the -wiiiter — 2{ott U iU eUUrtsh IMl. 
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ofUccra of the 3rcl Shah’s proceeding on furlough. Little did I 
then suppose there was the slightest chance of his meeting 
with nny opposition. Two sepoys, however, of his detnehment 
have just come in wounded, and stale that they were attacked 
near Saidnhad yesterday — that poor Woodburn, for they 
heard he was killed from another sepoy, took refuge in a fort 
and placed their baggage in it. At night a large party of 
Aflghans asscmhlcd at the gate, and said they were sent for 
his preservation ; they were not, however, admitted. During 
the night the fellows of the fort commenced firing on them 
from the towers. M'^oodburn proposed that ilioy should take 
the field, so they left the fort and drove the enemy outside off, 
but from the cnemv's "uns carrvinsi much further than the 
musquets, they suffered dreadfully. The whole country is said 
to be up towards Cabool, and they describe the force that at- 
tacked them as very largo. Woodburn separated the party 
into two divisions. These men belonged to that under the 
Soobadar, who these men saw shot; at that lime there were 
not above eight or nine sepoys left out of his fifty, and 
when he fell twenty fellows rushed on him for his gold neck- 
lace. These sepoys say they can give no account of the fate 
of tlie other portion under Woodburn, except that a sepoy 
came to them from it and said Woodburn had been shot. 
They don’t think the}' can have escaped from the host by 
which they were attacked. Of course the communication is 
cut off from Cabool, and I think it very possible that the road 
between this and Kelat-i-Ghilzie will not be long open. 

I will avail myself of any opportunity of writing to you. 
The report among tlio Affghans is that there has been a rise 
at Cabool, but as we received letters of the 1st yesterday, I 
don’t think they can have heard of it, although it is likely 
enough to have occurred. May X request you to make the 
contents of this known to Major Rawlinson, as I have not 
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tlmo to nrite to blm> or uiy fartbor dftU than I have itoted. 
Adicn, TriUi orery kind Trlih 

Beliovo me, my dear General, 

Yomt fiocerelyi 

T, Tauibb. 

At the time tlie Soobadar fell the men bed expended all tbe 
ainmnniUon tlioy bad m ponoh No Dawk^from Cabool to 
day 

Nott’s opinion of the atuao of these disasters is given 
in a letter to lus daughters, of the 1 st of November, 
1841 

Thu country u in a tad itat^ I mean tbe Caobnl nde. 
But TVilUam Macnagbten’a tntitakes and weak fjttaa begm 
to tell mo*t wofoUy , it mutt be chtmged, or we mx«t walk 
out of thu port of tbo world. Lord Auckland ibonld long 
ego have placed all power here, civil and mflilaiy, m the 
hands of a General officer, who would have uied it btonanely# 
hononrahly, hut when needed, roughly, and even iteruly’. 
Half mesBuret will not do herev among an indignant, half* 
civiliied race, who have had a hated Kmg forced upon them 
Three yeart ago, I told you, there nercr was a mm to 
deteated as the Shah, Macnaghtcn’i ‘*pood Kingl^ 1* 
would take many yean to tttulo what that man, Macntghteii/ 
hat done. How could Lord Auckland allow such a peiw^® 
to remain m authority here, bringing mto contempt emry- 
thing connected with tbo name of Enghahmen f It u 
horrible I 

I tent off the Bengal Artfflery, 16th, 42nd, 43rd Eegi- 
menta, on the 8th inrtant , and in consequence of newt from 
Cauhol, I Wat obliged to tend an order to halt them on thor 
first march towards Hmdesttn Danger » cornel an^ 
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now', these nuthoritics \vlio w'crc so haughty, are completely 
paralyzed, and fear to aet, and the military have not sufficient 
authority. The responsibility of halting this large home- 
ward-hound column, is great and heavy, but some one must 
acty and suffer the consequences. I hope we shall get some 
infonnation in a day or two from Cauhul, or that the 
political authorities will sufficiently regain their senses to 
enable them to act, or I must, at all risks, let the column 
move towards Hindostan, agreeably to the orders I have 
received. I am not the Government, nor am I clothed in 
their authorit}-, therefore I cannot even follow' my judgment 
for the benefit of the State. Macnaghten and General 
Elphinstonc have made a jiretty mess of it in the neighbour- 
hood of Cauhul ; and w'hat is worse, the moral influence of 
their doings is fast extending over the whole country from 
Persia to the Attock. Deep snow' may put a stop to it for 
a few months, hut the seeds will remain beneath, and spring 
upon us with redoubled force. 


On the 14tli of November, a small scrap of paper 
which had been enclosed in a quill, reached General 
Nott by a native messenger. The scrap had been 
eleven days in transit from Caubul, had passed through 
the hands of Colonel Palmer at Ghuzni, of Major 
Lynch at Edielat-i-Gliilzie, and of Major Leech, each of 
whom had endorsed it with a few lines. A transcript 
of the document is subjoined. 


SlE, 

I have the honour, by 
stone, commanding in 


Assistant Adjutant-General’s Office, 
Caubnl, Nov. 3, 

direction of Major-General Elphin- 
Aflghanistan, to request you will 
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inunedately direct the whole of, the troop* under order* 
to return to Ilindoitau from Ceudihar, to march upon 
Cftubul imtead of Shiknrpore, esmeptiug any that »h»ll hare 
got beyond the Kojnclc Pats j imd that you will instruct the 
ofQccr who may command, to uae the utmoit practicable cipc- 
ditbn. Yon arc requested to attach a troop of Hii Majesty 
the Shah^* Horse Artillery to the abore force, and Hkeime 
half the 1st Rcginient of Cavalry. 

I hare the honour, 

(Signed) J. Paiom, Captain, A-QAI-Gh 

To Uajar-Geneiil Kott, (yrnimitidfag at CaiAabar. 

(True copy.) H. Beixhw, Captain, A.1).(JJX.Q1. 

On the back are the foUowlog roems. : ' 

ThecountryheregettingmorediftoibedeyerydBy. Barnett 
‘came in yearterday, after being attacked on the road; ha 
was pQTsned, when he fortnnately fell in with tome Horse I 
had sent after the fifty-two camels from Candahar, which 
had been taken off. No tiding# of Crawford. 

Your* errcT, 

T. Pjomzm, 

nfimirundhig tt Gfauot 

KhdMi, Nor. iWu 

The whole of the Ghiliie prisoners cacaped fironi Ctubal, 
and the famil y of Husicin Khan from this neighbourhood- 
Ackbar Khan and Monsoon Khan m custody, and *11 the 
other famBie* expected by this cTening to be safe *£ this 
place. 


K. Ltmcu. 
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What are • wc to say to the appearance cn route to Can- 
dahar, at this crisis, of Saifoodun, nephew of Atta Mahomed 
Surdar ? He was here on the evening of the 8th. 

R. Leech. 

I 

There was no time to be lost. Nott promptly 
recalled the brigade under Maclaren, and dispatched 
it towards Caubul. The snow was on the gi-ound ; 
commissariat cattle were scarce and feeble, and might 
be expected to die eii route, thereby endangering the 
supplies. But Elphinstone’s orders left him no alter- 
native. With what reluctance he complied with them, 
his letter to his children of the 17th of November 
1841, vtU show. 

I have received a positive order from the Envoy and 
Elphinstone to send troops to Caubul, and therefore the 
16th, 42nd and 43rd N.I., some cavalry, a company of foot 
artillery and a troop of horse artillery marched from this for 
Caubul this morning. This is against my judgment; 1st, 
because I think at tliis time of the year they cannot get 
there, as the snow will probably be four* or five feet deep 
between that place and Ghuzni; besides which, it is likely 
they will have to fight every foot of the ground fi’om the 
latter to the former place ; at any rate, they will arrive in so 
crippled a state as to be totally unfit for service ; and 2ndly, 
they will he five weeks in getting there, before which every- 
thing wiU be settled one way or the other ; 3rdly, could I 
have kept the troops here, which left this morning, I 
could tdtimately have preserved the whole of Afighanistan, 
whatever the result at Caubul may be, and now these troops 
can be of no use there, and their removal will I fear ruin us 
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htrt, for tbo people to-day openly talk of attacking u*. 
How rtrtingc, tliat from the time wo entered tlili cotmtry, 
np to tbo present moment, wo haro ncrer had a man of even 
common umfo or energy at tho head of afiana. hare 

now redoced tho force here to roch a degree that if the 
people n»c, which I thrak they will — nay, if thing* go 
agaiuit n* at Canbul, they eertovd^ will — we ihall bo m 
a very awkward aitnation, inrronndcd by 100,000 armed 
Affghan*, perhap* 200,000 Bot we moat do cmr be»t, 
that la all, and wo xotil do so too { hat it u prorokmg 
that I am obliged atnctly to obey the order* of *ndi itnpid 
people, when I know these order* go to mm the *&ir» 
of tho Brituh Government, ond to ent the throata of my 
handful of soldiera and my own Had they not dmded 
my force, this country would hare been aafo—now it 
Ycry donbtfol How itrango that Macnaghten hu nevtf 
been nght, even by chance t 

To enaure the safety of Candahar, Nott proposal to 
call in oil the troops which had been left at Derawilt 
and Neesh, and those encamped at Zemindaur He 
likcwiBo strengthened the post at Gmahk, and took 
precantions against any nsmg m and about Candahar 
The public treasure was, at Nott's suggestion, remored 
into the atadel by Rawimson, and the sentnes nuro 
everywhere doubled and directed to be on the okrt- 

On the IBth of November, Rawhnson prepared to 
send Pnnee Sufter Jung to Canbul with M'l^irrtis 
Brigade. Nott opposed it from the conviction tb*t 
the Brigade would not reach Canbul 
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15th November, 1841. 

My dear Major, 

Under all circumstances, and the difficulties ■which I foresee 
Lieut.-Colonel McLaren’s detachment will have to encounter, 
I am of opinion that should Shazadah Snfter Jung accom- 
pany the troops, with his followers and the Jan Baz, it would 
be attended with the greatest inconvenience, and perhaps prove 
fatal to the success of the force. It is necessary that the 
column should move in the most close and compact order, 
Avhich Avill be impossible if the Prince and his followers join it. 


This is purely a military move, or reinforcement from one 
station to another, and I really do not see the necessity for 
the presence of a political officer. 

Yours, sincerely, 

W. Notts. 

To Major Rawlinson. 


Nott now reported his proceedings to the Govern- 
ment of India dii’ect. 

Kandahar, 19tli November, 1841. 

Sir, 

As all communication between Kandahar and Cabool has 
been cut off since the 3rd instant, and as I have reason to 
believe that the whole country between Kelat-i-Ghilzie, 
and the latter place is up in arms, I think it my duty to 
report the following direct to you, vih Sukkur, for the infor- 
mation of Government : — 

Atrreeable to the orders of Major-General Elpbinstone, C.B., 
Commanding in Affghanistan, the troops noted in the margin 
(•j) marched from Kandahar on the 8th instant, en route to 
Hindostan, viS. Shikaspore, but in consequence of native re- 
ports on the state of affairs at Cabool I halted the column on 
the 9th, pending some certain information from that city. 

On the 14th I received a letter from Captain Paton, Assis- 
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tint Qaariermutar-Gkinerel, when 1 immediately recalled the 
troop*, and directed them to march npon Cabool, aocordiog 
to the order* in Captain Paton’e letter. 

blcjor JlawllmFon, Political Agent at Kandahar, at the came 
time receiyed a ehort letter from Sir VT. MoKightcn, merely 
stating that there had been a leriouB ruing at Oibool; that 
they (the BritUh, I preiame) had been ehelling the city the 
whole of the day, the 3rd, bnt with little effect, and that be 
w«» oppreheoiiro of their tnpplies being ent off. These letter* 
came by n tpeclal me**eoger, and ooght to have been receiTcd 
on the 7th or 8lh ; yon will perceive that they did not reach 
Kandahar ontll the Uth. 

I fear that M'Larea’* Brigade will not be able to reach 
Cabool, as the mow between Qhnznee and that city will pro- 
bably render their progreia itnpoteible, from the dearth of 
commiseariat cattle, end conseqQeoUy the lota of aH trappileat 
at any rate, fhonld the weather be MTert, they will reach 
Cabool io a crippled and loeficlent state ; but General 
Elpbloitono’f orders left me no dlsoretion. 

In consequence of the feeling and agitation wUoh I con- 
ceive to be apparent in and nronod Kandsbar, I have, m 
* Oommanicalion with the political anlbori^, tbooght it prop® 
to recal his ITajetty the Shah’s 2nd and 6th Beghnenti of 
in&ntry from Dharawnt and the district of Nesh. Hh 
Majesty** let B^ment of Infantry and two horse-artUlery 
gnn* are now In 7^min Dawar, where it was inteoded that 
they ibonld bare wintered ; bnt, nnder present circnmitMcei 
1 fear I mnst roeal them, ms, in the event of an attaek being 
made upon their post I could not spare troops to sapport 
them. 

The troops now at Kandahar nre tha 2nd and 6lh 
his Mi^etty the Shah's In&ntry. 

It is now my painfnl duty to state that the people bi this 
city already talk among themsdre* of attacking the Britbh 
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troops, and I believe lliat they •will attempt it should affairs 
at Cabool have an unfortunate result. 

I beg you will do me ibc honour to assure the Right Hon. 
the Governor General of India that every precaution shall be 
observed, and that whatever maybe the result of the outbreak 
at Cabool and its neighbourhood, I have no doubt of being 
able to hold the country. Could I have detained Colonel 
M'Larcn’s detachment at Kandahar it would have afforded 
me the greatest satisfaction, as it would have prevented, in 
iny oj)inion, any rise in this part of Affghanistan. 

I take this opportunity of acquainting 3'ou that, in the 
present state of affairs, I have directed Major Saunders, of 
the Bengal Engineers, to remain here until further orders. 

A copj'' of this letter has been addressed to the Officiating 
Adjutant General of the Arm)', for the information of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

Lieut. -Colonel J. Stuart, 

Military Secretory to the Governor of India, Calcutta. 


Maclaren’s brigade had not been gone many days ' 
before it was compelled to retrace its steps. A gi'cat 
number of the cattle had perished from exposure to 
frost and snow. Nott hailed its return with undis- 
guised pleasure. He had entertained very little hope 
of its proHng of utility, even had it reached Caubul, 
indifferently as it would have been handled there by 
Elphinstone; but he felt satisfied that, concentrated at 
Candahai’, it would have enabled liim to take the field, 
if at any time necessary, with an irresistible force. 
Indeed, he ^v^ites to the Government of India on 
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the 9th of Docombcr, “ 1 am concentrating at Candahar 
all tho troops availablo, where thcj^ will bo ready to 
act, according to drcumstnnccs, to march npon Caubnl, 
when ^ho season will admit, or to operate in any 
direction tho Government may think nccossarj'.” 

And now reports camo thick and fast that the 
British canse at Oaubul was desperate. The Affgbans 
had surrounded tho city and tho cantonments; skir- 
mishes were of doily occurrence, tho advantage rardy 
being on our aide; provisioDS become scarcer, tho 
troops fell into despondency, the military leaders wire 
disunited ; Elpbinstone, sick and infirm, refused to act 
boldly on the offonavo. The crisis was at hand. Direct 
communication with tho Envoy and Elphinstone had 
been completdy cut off, and the interceptian of ths 
foUowing document seemed to show that tbe investment 
of Candahar and Gbumi was to be attempted. " ' 

7b ihe high and exaUtd Noblc$, Leadert and MoHoi Foi- 
lown of the Chef qf all PrtJpAa/# {on v)ho» bt 
among the Belooch and Brahoe Mbe*. 

Bo it not concealed, that when the Chnituni of England 
took Shah Soojah Ool Moolk by the hand, and xntided, 
with a large force, Moalem conntnea, it ww endent to 
tho foUorrera of Iilani, that a« Hia Majeaty Shah Soojih 
Ool Moolk had for thirty year* enjoyed tho proteetom of 
the Epghih Gcrenijacnt, and was felly assured of the 
good fiath and Bmccnty of thu Chnstian nation, it irai 
not onrcaaonablc that they riiould put forth their rtrcngth 
and B»*ut Hu Majeaty, tho hereditary King of MoidOT 
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lioinc; so that the various tribes of the Turnulcs arc also 
eugaged iu the dcstructiou of the fort built at Ghilzie. 

It is also anticipated that on tliis news the city of 
Candahar Avill be invested by tlic Doorauces ; and by the 
favour of God, not an Englishman left. 

Although by the wise ordering of the Almighty, the 
association of the Eaithful and the unity' of their hearts 
is perfeet, still it is necessary and pro])cr that, for all 
affairs of importance, there should be a leader ; therefore, 
the exalted iu dignity', the Nuwab ]\Iahomcd Zuman Khan, 
Barulczye, Ghazee, in kindness the llowcr of the times, and 
in religious sentiments the wonder of the age, has been 
selected by the Moslems of all tribes, under the title of 
Ameer of the Eaithful and Emam of the Holy Warriors, and 
as such recognized by all. 

By the favour of God, the numbers of the Eaithful will 
daily increase, and become countless. 

To the True EoUowers it is therefore addressed, that all 
brothers in the religion of the Sacred Prophet, rejoiced in 
heart at these glad tidings, may continue firm and faithful 
to the Holy Cause. 

(True translation.) Wm. Anderson. 

The fall of Ghuzni followed rapidly upon the circula- 
tion of the foregoing appeal. The importance of the 
position had never been sufficiently considered by 
Macnaghten. A weak detachment of the 27th Bengal N.I. 
occupied the place under Colonel Palmer. Repairs and 
alterations were requisite in the citadel after the British 
had obtained possession of the forti-ess, but they were 
not sanctioned, nor was Palmer permitted to lay in pro- 
visions. At the eleventh hour, the Colonel took the 
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tbe City of Caubol, taken, deatrojed, and then dust icattere 
to tho wind ; while laci of rapca in money and property 
bare £rtlen pme to tho cbampiona of the Faith In all tbo 
daily fighti, up to tho present momeoit of writing, nctcuy 
haa conjtostly followed the beam follower* of lalam , aereral 
guns haTo fallen into their hands; the Slahomedan cUases 
who hod assisted the English, hare deserted them, and sro 
daily added to the nomber of the Faithfoh 

At last, tired and unequal to contention with the nc 
tonons Ohaicet, many of the English have taken refuge with 
the ping, lorroandcd in the Bala Hissar, without food for 
men or animals , some few are shot np m their cantonments, 
Tictmi* of their own pnde and insolence By the foTonr of 
the Lord, these shall aooa be destroyed 

At Cbareekar, a distnet of the Kohutan of Csnbul, 
2,000 horae and foot had established themsdrea m a 
strong fort , erery one was destroyed by the Ghasee* of the 
Kohldaman, Pnngihnr, Nurab, Safec, fee., on the mteCi 
gence of tho insarrection of Canbol, the cantonments bornt, 
and three gons captured. 

In the same way 2,000 or 3,000 men had eitsbhihcd 
themselres with guns at Qundamok, in the district of Jel* 
hdUhad. These have been aDiuhilated by the wsroon of 
Khoosean, Ghiliic, &c., csceptmg a few who are now m 
vested m JellaUabad, whew 20,000 Gbaiees sre employed 
m their complete deetrectiaD, which hy the favour of God 
win bo effected in a few day*. Two guns were here esp- 
turod. 

iloTcoTcr, it IS opecied that in a few days Ghumi 
will ftH to the prowess of tho Undorec^ Tomkee* and 
■Wurduks, 

Tho Hotukco and Tohkeo pmoner* and hostages h*n 
sU been rtleased foom their confinement and have returned 
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home ; so that the vavious tribes of the Tiirnuks arc also 
engaged in the destruction of the fort built at Ghilzic. 

It is also auticijuitcd that on this news the city of 
Candahar will be invested by the Dooranecs ; and by the 
favour of God, not an Englishman left. 

Although by the wise ordering of the Almighty, the 
association of the Eaithfid and the unity of their hearts 
is perfect, still it is necessary and proper that, for all 
affairs of importance, there should be a leader; therefore, 
the exalted in dignity, the Nuwab hlahomed Zuman Khan, 
Barukzyc, Ghazec, in kindness the flower of the times, and 
in religious sentiments the wonder of the age, has been 
selected by the Moslems of all tribes, under the title of 
Ameer of the Faithful and Emam of the Holy Warriors, and 
as such recognized by all. 

By the favour of God, the numbers of the Faithful will 
daily increase, and become countless. 

To the True Followers it is therefore addressed, that all 
brothers in the religion of the Sacred Prophet, rejoiced in 
heart at these glad tidings, may continue firm and faithful 
to the Holy Cause. 

(True translation.) Wii. Anderson. 

The fall of Ghuzni followed rapidly upon the chcula- 
tion of the foregoing appeal. The importance of the 
position had never been sufficiently considered by 
Macnaghten. A weak detachment of the27th BengalN.I. 
occupied the place under Colonel Palmer. Repairs and 
alterations were requisite in the citadel after the Biitish 
had obtained possession of the forti’ess, but they were 
not sanetioned, nor was Palmer permitted to lay in pro- 
visions. At the eleventh hour, the Colonel took the 
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rcsponwbilit) upon himsd^ and set to work, but most 
invaluahlo tune had been sofTcrcd to pass ummprored, 
and when tho enemy tnodo thejr appearance under the 
walls of Ghuzm, tboj found tho gamson but ill pre- 
pared for a aegc, especially when it was not man alone 
they hod to combat with, but the rigours of a wmter as 
intense as those m Canada The enemy and the anow 
made their appeaniaco together On the 20th of 
November, tho town was Eurrounded with tho one, and 
tho ground covered with tho other In a week after- 
wards, tho insurgents had broken up their mvestment 
of the place, on the report of Mnclarcn^s brigade 
advancing to their rehef This permitted of the de- 
struchon of the villages and buildings within musket- 
shot of the walls, and also afforded the officers a week's 
skating on the ditch of the fortress, but on the 7th of 
December the enemy returned m increased numbers, 
end the gamson were then closely confined to the 
walls. 

The necessity and advantage of turning tho mhflhrfants 
out of the town, was not lost mght of, but ua- 
fortunately an idea had got abroad that the townspeopie 
were strongly attached to the gamson, and that ths 
sending out so many poor people to pensh m the snow 
was an act of cruelty too great to be dreamt of 
consequence was that the townsmen entered into a 
correspondence with their countrymen on the outade, 
and on tho mght of the 16th of Deceniber, having dug 
a hole through tho town, they admitted their Ihends 
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who poured in by thousands, and compelled the’ 
garrison, after fighting all that night and the next 
day, to retire into the citadel. From that day the 
winter set in with increased severity, and its effect soon 
told fearfully on the men. The snow fell heavily and 
lay deep ; often in the course of a single night falling 
to the depth of a couple of feet. The thermometer 
sunk to fourteen degrees below zero — and, as pro- 
visions began to fail, the officers and sepoys were 
reduced to half rations of bad flour and raw grain, 
on alternate days, and a couple of pounds of wood per 
man eacli day for cooking and for warmth. The 
sepoys were constantly soaked, and unable to dry 
themselves, got sicldy, and the hospital was crowded 
with men whose feet had idceratcd from frost bites. In 
this state they remained until the end of the year. 
The enemy did not rush upon the walls and carry them, 
as they might have done, but simply kept up a fire 
from their rifles on every one who showed his head 
above the walls. 

In connection with the history of this period, although 
it had little or no operation upon the course of events 
in Candahar, it is proper to make mention of the en- 
deavours of the Shah of Herat to movo the British 
authorities to afford him assistance in regaining pos- 
session of the musnud whence he had been ejected by 
the Minister Yar Mahomed. 

It appears that, in the middle of November, Sultan 
Mahomed Khan, a Su-dar in the confidence of the 
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roynl family of Horat, cama to Ghinsk, and subsequently 
to Condahar, armed with crodenUals from Shah Kam- 
ran and the heir apparent. Ho was rpcaved by Major 
Rawluuon with becommg courtesy, and an intemerr 
took place, tho CTnvcrsation at which is mmutdy de- 
dctailcd in one of tho Major’s communications to tho 
Envoy and Minister, This conversatioa is of a highly 
interesting character, and creditable to tho diploinatio 
skill of tho interlocutors. As a document illastntivu 
of one of the features of Oriental diplomaiy, apart from 
its bearing on the story of tho time, it merits the atten- 
tion of tho reader 

Alitraet li/pori of ConxinalimiM SuUan ilaJiorud EJia 

ffinfor, 0 / Jlemt, ani{ Major i7a»tui*on, PoUtieal 
Candahar 

Baltan Mahomed— “ Yoa have now perosod Ihe credcntiaJj 
which I havo brought from bu Majojty Shah Kamrau, from 
hif Eoytd Higbneaa Syfool Moolk. Mirxa, and from my elder 
brother Been Mahomed Khan, Are yoa BsUafied that the 
document* are genome, and that I am doJy accredited hi treat 
with the Bntiih Govamment?* 

Major HawUnion — ‘‘ I have no reaaon to doubt bat that the 
doenmenta are genmno, and that bi» Majesty Shah Kamnn ha# 
duly accredited you to treat for bun, but I am not »o confldait 
that the Bntub QoTenunent wfll bo mohaod to reoogiuxe yoa 
a* the PopreaentaUTO of the itato of Herat , for wo aro boond 
by engagement! to respect the muualariat authority of 
Mohomod Khan as an mtegnl part of the Govenunent of 
Herat} and not only doe* the ooqnieicenco of that officer Jo 
your mission appear to bo wanting, but os far ** I oan Jutlg® 
by the tenor of tbo letter* which you have brought, and by 
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the reported state of your doniestie aflairs, the Minister whose 
participation in the present negotiation would seem indis- 
pensable, is your enemy, and opposition to him is one of the 
principal objects of your deputation.” 

Sultan Mahomed — ''‘Certainly; your conjecture is quite 
right. I am commissioned to open my communications with 
you by denouncing Yar Mahomed Khan as an enemy to his 
Sovereign, and by declaring that the emancipation of his 
Majesty Shah Kamran from the thraldom in which he is held 
by liis ambitious and rebellious Minister, must be conceded as a 
preliminary to all friendly engagements between the Govern- 
ments. The removal of Yar Mahomed Khan from office 
indeed is the measure which I propose as the actual means of 
cfiecting the reconciliation of which his Majesty Shah Kamran 
is so desirous ; and it is a measure, I assert, as righteous in 
principle, as it is easy of e.xccution and preguant with bene- 
ficial consequences.” 

Major Rawlinson — “ Before discussing this point, I think 
it as well to tell you that I am altogether without iustructions 
from my Government as to the conduet of the somewhat 
embarrassing question whicli you seem so eager to press foi’- 
ward; my language must be therefore considered unofficial, 
and with this proviso I shall argue unreservedly, and reduce 
the matter in debate to the simplest forms of which it appears 
to be susceptible. 

Istly. Then we are bound by treaty to acknowledge the 
ministerial authority of Yar Mahomed Khan at Herat, and to 
respect the c-xercise of that legitimate influence which belongs 
to his position. 2ndly. We are at present in communication with 
Yar Mahomed Khan, with a view to the renewal of friendship 
with Herat; there is a probability of the success of our nego- 
tiations, and as, in the event of that .success our political ends 
would be attained, in the manner which we consider most 
conducive to our interests, so, pending the issue, we could 
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ndtboT 'vith hononr'nor odTOBtago enter into an j Brmngemaiti 
^rbich might be at Tarumca with the aTowed obJeoU of oar 
negoUaUoDi« And 3rdlj. Acqaleecenoe vith the demand for 
the rcmoml of Yar IVlohomcd Khan fh)m office appeert to 
ihtoIto a direct war with Herat ) for the Hlolfter will not, of 
conrte, wiillnglj abandon hu poaihon, and being by yoor own 
odmlaaion the de facta mlar of tho conntry, he will naturally 
bring all hU availablo forces to resist the measure which you 
propose. Now war with llorat being a meosnro to which our 
GoTenunent u syBlematically opposed on cenaidentioDS of 
tho gravest natnre, U is comparatively munatenal whether the 
immediato objoot which throatoos to provoke that evil may be 
the emancipation of Shah Kamran fnim the hXinlsteri con 
troal, or the support of the Hnuster agamit the King or an 
other fancied ground of qoarral, the effect being diitastefol 
to our policy, tho oanso most bo carefully ihuDned, and 1 can 
give you no hopes, therefore, of our embtibng m inch ft 
Qoixotxo enterprise.'* 

Saltan Mahomed — ** I will endeavoor to answer your oh* 
joctions senatun, Istly WUh regard to principle or th® 
federal engagements by which yoo are bound, you hare agreed 
to respect the ministerial authon^ of Yar Mahomed Khan, 
to long, and so long only as bo may observe the conditions of 
tho treaty drawn up at Condahar m 1839, and may act in 
accordance with the views of ibo Bntuh Govetnnnent , he hot 
flagrantly violated the conditions of that treaty, and hsi 
exerted himself (o the utmott to the injury of your Interests, 
joa*are therefore absolved from the oonlinued recognilko of 
hts office; normpomtof argument would his poatiblo return 
to friendliness subject yon to a resomptioa of the engagetnent. 
2ndly. I admit the propriety of your obeerving a strict nen 
trality m tho quarrel between Yar Mahomed Khan and the 
Shah, during tho progroM of your negotiations with tho former 
for a reasonablo tune; bat afler having allowod tho IDnlfter 
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every opportunity of explanation, and liaving failed in inclin- 
ing him to friendliness, I hold that you are not to bo debarred 
by these unsuccessful negotiations from availing yourselves of 
any other modcot settlement that may offer, although opposed 
to the former views which you expressed and entertained. As 
we feel convinced of the impracticability of the restoration of 
confidence between Yar Mahomed Khan and the British 
Government, so we arc by no means averse to await the issue 
ot the negotiations now pending ; we only protest against the 
uidimifed protraction of an iinineaning and unprofitable cor- 
respondence. I now come to the third point, the mode of 
action. I do not by any means admit the necessity of your 
being involved in war. I am not even commissioned to ask 
for the movement of a single Regiment across the Herat fron- 
tier ; wo merely want pecuniary assistance, and your avowed 
countenance of the enterprise. We have friends and influence 
fully equal to the undertaking; the general execration in which 
the Minister is held throughout the territory of Herat is a tower 
of strength to us, and the name of Sliah Kamran will still 
further augment our followers; but we are without the sinews 
of war. The King has hardly wherewithal to support his 
limited establishment: in our owm abrupt flight from Herat 
we have lost everything, and we have been obliged to refuse 
the proflered services of numbers of Chiefs from our inability 
to feed a body of any magnitude. I will give you, however, 
detailed statements of our plans and resources when we have 
discussed the more important matter, as to whether it is for 
your interest or otherwise to assist us; for, as the justifiable- 
ness and practicability of the enterprise are now disposed of 
into this single consideration must the question resolve itself." 

Major Rawliuson — “I may perhaps admit for the sake of 
argument, that in the event of the prolonged unfriendliness of 
Yar Mahomed Khan, we should be justified in supporting his 
Majesty Shah Kamran, against him, but I am by no means 
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taUified that the imdortaking vroald bo os euy os joa 
prodioC, Dor do I percdivo that lU lucceufol acoomphihinest 
would secare to os any advaounges of a obamtor deoidedlj 
topenor to tboso 'no might expect from an accommodntion 
with tbo present Mmlslor, or at all commeofonite with the 
heavy expenditare, and tull Leaner rleh, wbiob woald he 
eotniled on lu daring its progreu.” 

Sultan itohomcal — “ If you will permit mo I will pat 
together, in os few words as possible, the leading featore of 
mv orgnment on yoor coonoxion vriih Herat, conndorod with 
regard to tbo past, the present, and the fatore, and I hope to 
coDYinco yon that year honour and interestj ore alike 
concerned in assiiting os. Yoor irealy with Herat was 
contrantod with Shah Eamran os the eoknowledged ruler 
of tbo coontry. His Majes^ has kept fcolh with yea, 

throoghoaU The oircomstanceaooQDecled with the sospenson 

of relations, took place, not only without his eonseot, hat in 
direct opposition to his wishes, — be now rcpodiates thoeC) u 
well as the lubsoqaent acts of bis Hinitter, and invites 70a 
to the rosomptioa of fiiendlmes# on the terms to which you 
have pledged yoarselves. It is dear that yon must either hold 
hiia irresponsiblo for iho violotiou of the treaty, or most pltco 
him m a posiUou m which be may acquit himself of the 
responsibility which oUndics to him In the former cose, 
that 11 supposing Shah Kamrun to be irresponsihle for tbo 
nets of bis Minister, and your obhgatiODi to bis Majesty to be 
ihtts undisturbed by the tender of ollegiaace to Pema, it is 
diffionlt to understand upon what ground you can now rout 
theappeal which is mode to you to adhere to the engagc®®’ts 
of yoor treaty. His Majesty claims from joa the pecuniary 
Bssisunce which you have promised to the Herat Govom meat* 
He claims also vonr assistance to realise the condition which 
you havo rocogmxed of the GoTcmnient of Hcrut, be*ag 
vested in his person, a conJitioD which has ispsed by the 
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ntuified that the undertahiog would be os tt%j as jroa 
predict, nor do T perceive that its luccessfal ocoompliihmest 
would Bocure to ua toy udvaDlages of a oharaoter decidedly 
sapenor to those we might expect from an accommodaUoQ 
with the present Minister, or ot all commensurate with the 
heavy expenditure, and suU heavier risk, which would be 
eotmled on ua during its progress." 

Saltan Mahomed — “ If yoa will permit me I will put 
together, in as few words os posalblo, the leading feature of 
my argument on your connexion with Herat, considered with 
regard to the past, the present, and the fotore, and I hope to 
convince you that your honour and mtertsta are alike 
concerned m osautuig us- Your treaty with Herat was 
coQtmeted with Shah Eamron as tho acknowledged ruler 
of the oonutry. Hu Majes^ has kept faith with you, 
throogbout. The circumstances coouecled with the ruspanBon 
of reladoot, took place, not only vilhoot his oonseot, hut in 
direct opposiQoQ to bis wishes, — he now repudiates those, as 
well as tho subsequent acts of hu lUmster, and invites you 
to the resumption of fuendlinefs on tho terms to which you 
have pledged yoorselrei. It i» clear that you must dlher bold 
him irresponsible for the violation of the treaty, or must place 
him in a position in wbiob be may acquit himself of ^ 
respoojibility which attaches to him In the former case, 
that is supposing Bhah K mnm n u> be irresponilble for ^ 
acts of his Minister, and yonr obbgatlons to hu Majesty to be 
thus undisturbed by the tender of alieginnce to Persia, is 
dltfealt to understand upon what ground you can now resist 
theappeal which is made to you to adbero to the cDgagcmcuts 
of your treaty. IIu Majesty chums from you the pecuniary 
asustonco which you huvo promised to tho Herat GoTcmmeut. 
Ho claims also your auutancu to rcoliso tho condiiloo which 
you have recogmxed of the QoTenunent of Herat, being 
vetted in his person, a coudiUou which has bpsed by tho 
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violent usurpation of all power, nominal as well as virtual, by 
Yar Mahomed IChan. In the other case, that is in the 
event of your holding Shah Kamruii to be responsible for the 
acts perpetrated in his name, it is still more incumbent on 
you, on all principles of fair and honourable dealing, to 
interfere in his behalf, in order to obtain for him an uncon- 
trolled liberty of action; but this may be considered casuistry. 
Let us now come to the proximate and practical question of 
whether this interference is for your advantage or otherwise. 
Your political object is that Herat should be a strong and 
independent kingdom, and that its ruler slmuld be unequivo- 
cally attached to your interests, to the exclusion of all other 
foreign connexion. This political status, I assert to be, 
unattainable so long as Yar Mahomed Khan remains in power. 
That he has hitherto been actuated by unfriendly feelings to 
you, and has striven to do you injury in many instances, no 
one will question ; and the only reasonable expectation of this 
conduct is that he has been afraid of you. But, if fear has 
thus been his leading principle of action, when there was 
nothing to excite that fear but a vague apprehension of your 
cupidity, how can it be hoped that the feeling will be so 
abated as to admit of his acting with sincerity, now that he 
has multiplied his offences against you to an almost indefinite 
extent, and has been led on to betray a bitter spirit of hostility 
which may be forgiven, but cannot be forgotten. You know 
that for obligations he has no gratitude, for treaties no 
respect; you may hope that by obtaining hostages from him 
on the one hand, and by removing any opening for intrigue 
on the other, in the re-establishment of your position at 
Teheran, you may control his fidelity and compel him, 
however reluctantly, to rectitude ; but if you will believe the 
judgment of those thoroughly conversant with the politics of 
Herat, you may rest assured that your position at a Court 
where he e.xercises supreme control, will ever be most insecure 
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and tbe tranquilization of tlie province of Candaliar divest the 
Herat connexion of all immediate consequence, and it appears 
to me that we may very safely permit ihe continued suspension 
of all intercourse with this Government if Yar Mahomed 
evinces a disinclination to seek for our friendship.” 

Sultan Mahomed — ‘‘We have a proverb which says, ‘he 
who is not my friend is my enemy,’ — ^Yar Mahomed has 
already repeatedly shown himself hostile to you. If there is 
a cessation of all intercourse between the Governments that 
hostility must still be considered to be in force •, and putting 
out of the question the possibility of a second quarrel with 
Persia, the injury which will he inflicted on you by the 
understood hostility of Herat, in necessitating the permanent 
maintenance of an attitude of power at Candahar, will alone, 
as regards expense, become a very serious subject of consider- 
ation j and the suspension of relations will, moreover, embarass 
trade, keep the public mind in a state of constant agitation and 
cripple your efforts to improve the internal condition of the 
province of Candahar.” 

Major Rawlinson — “Ho doubt these evils would to a 
certain degree have ta‘ be encountered, in the event of a 
continued suspension of our relations with Herat j but the 
case is merely suppositious, and in the mean time before 
making even a speculative comparison between the risk of 
having Herat entirely to itself and the embarassment attending 
either of the other courses which you have brought forward, 
I should like to hear further particulars of the scheme of 
operations which you are authorised to propose.” 

Sultan Mahomed — “ Our plans are sufficiently simple ; we 
ask, in the first place, for the countenance of the British 
Government — ifopen and avowed, it will be more effectual, 
but at any rate it must be clearly understood by the leaders of 
the enterprise. We then ask for money, — you disbursed three 
lakhs of rupees in the vain attempt to incline Yar Mahomed 
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Khflp to attack GhonaQ, We will engage to place Herat' at 
jonr diipoaal for a leM itud, and I ^U1 mjaelf remalo oi a hoft- 
age in yoarhaixiBpeQduigtliefalfiljnentofoDrpromltCf. Sbah 
PnsQnd Khan, of Lamb, ^th xrhom^e are in commanlcalioD, 
'wili, at fonrimtigatloQ, be a joint leader in the enterprife; bat 
he aleo reqnirei moaef for the maintenance of hli troop*. 
We oolcnlate that a lokb of mpees adTunoed, either at the 
ontlet or at ioterrala, as oocnsion loaj require, to Shah 
Pusund Kban, and a sim'dar sum adTonced to Deen llahomcd 
Khan Trill enable u* to drive Tar 3Inbomed Khan from 
Herat. We propoaa, in tho first imtance, to attack and 
capture Forrah. I hare brought with me to Candahur the 
sous of all the Dooranee Chiefs of the frontier, who will if 
necessarj remain here as pledgee for the faithful conduct of 
the tribea that maj engage in the enterprise. Furrah is 
gurruoned bj onl/ 200 men» and Tar Mabomed Khan 
cannot come from Herat to encooor it with a prospect of 
holding the capital. Ibrahim Tyxmtnnee is pledged to 

join ns from the outset, and we can certainljr assemble a good 
fighting force of 300 men for the oommencement of our 
operations. On the fall of Forrab the Dooranees wiH rise m 
vidts^. Koneendad Khan the BegleUwgee of the Hmarob* 
is our sworn brother, and bo will come down upon Herat 
with at least 3,000 horse. Tho Jemsbideoe, the Zoorccs, lie 
Firoxhobles, wo can also depend nponj their hatred to the 
Miniiter, and the respect which ail tho tribes have for the 
name of Knmren, pledging them to our support j the iUnlstcf 
will thus remain at tho head of bis own immediate dependants 
and win principally rely upon his Alckoaye soldiers} 
as tho oldor branch of the Alckoxye fsmily, huTo nalnrilly a 
strong tribe Influence^ and nombers of- the Minister's bc»t 
troops may thus bo expected to desert to our stsndard. 

Tar ilahomcd should tfitn the fidd and fight m, iho 1**®® 
course must be in tho hands of Qodj but we shall no doubt 
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greatly outnumlier him. I\ry own iin])ression U, however, 
that he would neither risk an engagement nor await our 
advance upon Herat; hut that on tlie fall of Furrah and the 
rise of the Dooranees he would abandon Herat and fly to 
flushed. Our movements throughout would be conducted 
in the name of Shah Kamran, and Syfool iMoolk Alirza 
would head our army as ins ^Majesty's representative, Upon 
the Shah’s regaining his legitimate power in his capital, I 
would at once accompany a British ollicer to congratulate 
his iVCajesty on his success. Your former treaty would come 
into immediate operation, and you might append any fresh 
articles you thought desirable for the inereased stabilit}' of 
your position. I am not authorised to make any demands 
for personal rewards to my brother and myself; we should 
be entirely obedient to the orders of his Majesty, but we 
should hope not to be assigned subordinate capacities to any 
other Dooranco nobles. At the same time w’c do not aspire 
to the civil administration of officers, for wo do not think 
ourselves qualified for the office. We should be better 
pleased to see an officer appointed to the Wuzeership who 
might be uninfected with local jealousies, and a stranger to 
factions of the place. AYe do not attempt to conceal that 
we are actuated by strong personal feelings in pressing these 
matters on the attention of the British Government. Wo 
have been grievously persecuted by Yar Mahomed Khan, 
and we are in consequence his bitter enemies; but we feel 
at the same time that in assisting us to avenge our quarrel, 
the British Government will only be acting in consistency 
with its own engagements, and in furtherance of its own • 
interests.” 

Major Rawlinson — “ I have now heard you to the end ; ' 
and I admit that you have made a sufficiently plausible 
case. The question,®[at the same time, is one of great im- 
portance and cannot possibly be decided without a special 
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referenco to the Gorernor Gcnaral of India. I tnay, how- 
era, mention to yon a foir of tba objectiona that it ocoora 
to mo may ba taken to yoar pleading. Tbat tro hare bound 
oonelro* bj treaty to rccogniie llio Sorereignty of Herat, 
os rested in the peraon of Shah Kamron, ib nndemable, bat 
this does not by any mooni entail on us an obligation to 
snpport hu Majesty's ngbt of sorereignty if assailed by a 
foreign porrer, much leas if merely Impaired or snperwded 
by the rirtoal authority of his Minuter. We aro, therefor^ 
clearly at liberty to proseoote or abstain irnm an interferenoo 
in bis Majesty’s behalf, as may appear most condnoire to 
ourmtereats; whether those interests may bo best coiualted 
by coming to an accommodation with Yar Mahomed Ehao, 
by abamdoniDg altogether the Herat oonneuon, or by taking 
an aoliro port b the measures whioh yon propose for dnrmg 
the hlhiuter from power ; it is not for me to decide, end 
perhaps, indeed, pendbg the receipt of the answers which I 
am daily eipeotmg from Herat, it is premitaro to consider 
the qnosUon ; bat I ot the same time, arold seeing 

that tho implication which tho avowed recognition of your 
enterprise Inrolses is one of a iar more sarious extent than 
you are wiUmg to admit Wore we to advance fhnds for 
the declared porposo of enabling Bboh Knmran to emancipate 
himself from the control of a hostile Minister, and were the 
efforts which we had Instlgaied to bo unsnoccssful, ewr 
national hononr would be so fer concerned that we could 

hardly avoid ibo adoption of more active measures of loterib’ 

rence to carry out the object which wo thoald bo supposed to 
have onglaatcd, and tbo risk of being ibas drawn into 
military operations in tbo Herat territory most weigh powsv* 
folly ogoinst oar being tempted to acquiesce In the claim for 
pecuniary support, oven supposing the advontsges derivable 
from your succcai, unassisted by oar arms, to be worth tha 
original outlay. Although it may, perhaps, be granud that 
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our position at Herat would be more stable and satisfactory 
under another administration than that of Yar Mahomed Khan, 
I am still, under the presentaspect of affairs, strongly inclined to 
believe, that in the event of the Minister continuing to evince 
a disinclination for, or an indifference to, our friendship, the 
Right Hon. the Governor General of India will prefer incur- 
ring the permanent but definite expense of preparation within 
the province of Candahav, to the risk of being involved in 
hostilities heyond the frontier, and of being subjected to the 
indefinite expense, and the inexplicable difficulties to which 
such hostilities might lead. As I have before, however, 
mentioned to you, I am without instructions regarding the 
difficult and delicate case which you have proposed to me. I 
have argued the matter with you altogether unofficially, and 
I can promise nothing more than to forward a reference on 
the subject for-the consideration of higher authorities.” 

This dialogue was, as we have said, duly reported to 
Sir W. M'Naghten, and, pending his decision Major 
Rawlinson took upon himself to give honourable treat- 
ment to Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan, allowing him 
two thousand rupees per mensem for the maintenance 
of himself and followers. 

There is no trace of any reply from the Envoy to the 
communication of Major Rawlinson — in fact, it is more 
than doubtful if the original despatches ever reached the 
hands of Sir William M‘Naghten, the communications 
between Caubul and Candahar having been effectually 
cut off by the Affghans. . It is at all events certain that 
nothing was done in fulfilment of the wishes of Shah 
Kanu-an, to judge from a letter written three or four 
months later by Sidtan Been Mahomed Khan, at Herat, 
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inTWhlUTo of tho yoaug Chmf, which wa* lolectod by tho 
MooUohs as a fortonato iky consoquently, it woald haTe hul 
a bed appearancd to delay the oeremony, neither would ithato 
been adTlsabla to delay the oxeontion of the treaty fall aJUr 
the ceremony, for it is pohlio that Noseer Khan'i acoesnon lo 
the Kh anate ihoald cloarly appear to be the eonttqutue$ of 
hif acceptance of the terms which wo consider it jut to 
impose. I was dccroos also, that the act of the yotmg Chief 
ihonld be most pablio, whioh this occasion gircs, — that, 
instead of the treaty sppeenng to be smnggkd from a mere 
boy, os It were nnder thraldom, it should b« openly e xa ct ed 
m the presence of his assembled Chieft, and entlTely nnawed 
by British troops (with which object I sent away the 2ffth 
Regiment of Natire Io6uitry, and guns, fonnaiy stationed 
here, some days ago). 

TTnder these circamstances, I decided on exeffnting loch a 
trea^, as I am protiy confident will be approted by his Lord- 
ibip, while at the same time, u leares the right of adding 
thereto, whaterer his Lordship pleases As it may be a day 
or two before my official report can be diipalohed, I herewith 
forward a transcript of tho treaty, whioh yon will obserro 
embraces eTerything proposed by Bir VTUliam Mocnsghtfli, m 
tho draft of treaty be sent to Colonel Btscey, with slight 
Terbal alterations only, and an addition which you will find td 
tho termination of the 5th article, the object of which U to 
obtain an equitablo arrangetneot of tolls, tho 6th, 7thi 8th, ond 
Otb articles are added by mo for tho following reasons Tbe 
0th, more to give m tho right lo prerent any foreign power 
mterfenng with the Brahooo nation, than from any idea that 
the foreign intrigues of this petty State could ofiect 
senouly The 7th, I consider nooessary to osr good 
name and In Justice to Shah Nowai Khan- The 8lh, f 
deem indispensable to our honour} ind tho 0th retjaif** no 
oommenU 



OF SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


387 


Tlic only article that created any dilliculty -was the 8th; but, 
Jinding that I would on no account dispense with it, it was 
acceded to, and through the influence and exertions of Colonel 
Stacey, I have every hope that the murderer of Lieutenant 
Loveday will soon bo secured, without compromising the 
young Chief in the eyes of his followers by giving up the man 
himself apparently, though realbj he will cause the criminal’s 
seizure, and being given up to the Colonel ; or rather, will 
heartily aid the Colonel’s exertions, who ostensibly will be the 
capturer. I am bound to express my obligations to Colonel 
Stacey in this matter (as I shall have the pleasure to do here- 
after, in many others, officially) Avhich Avould have been a 
stumbling-block in my way, otherwise not easily removed. 

The Khan, on his having been previously made fully ac- 
quainted with the nature of the treaty, was invited to a public 
Durbar I held yesterday forenoon, for the purpose of con- 
cluding the compact, and came accordingly, attended by the 
whole of his Sirdars and principal people, excepting one or 
two individuals absent, sick. The treaties were produced in 
public Durbar, and read over to the Khan by his Minister 
Moolah Mahomed Hussein, the words being repeated by the 
Khan, who, when finished, said agree” (Kubool), and 
taking his signet from his bosom (which he always wears 
attached to a strins: round his neck, and never entrusts it to 
any one), put on the ink, and applied the seal with his own 
hand. 

On the previous evening the Khan visited me, and made 
the following request — after premising that he was the faithful 
servant of the English, and ready to subscribe to whatever 
conditions we ehose to impose — that, he was aware of the 
articles of the intended treaty, which he heartily agreed to ; he 
wished for two additions, which if I could make to the 
terms, he would feel very grateful for ; first, that our troops 
should not be withdrawn from his country for two or three 
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yean, anul lui Governmont had becomo BOfficienUy fclrong to 
put down tbo facUoaa spirit of the Chieiii, which late )OQn of 
anarchy hod fottered to an extant which he, a weak boy, could 
not oYorcomo without the aid of the EugUih Secondly, that 
It should ho stipulated that the British QoTemxucuit would 
})rotect him from enemies, domcatio and foreigu, and 
guarantee bU posseuioaB, ua were those of the Ameen of 
Sciode. 

lo this I rephed, that, with a aiow to placing his power on 
a really secure footing, that of the feeling of the nation in bis 
faroor, I was aorious to remove our troops, which, if they 
remained, would inevitably cause on impreasion m Us dis- 
favour, that I apprehended no dlfBcuUy m hu seonnng tho 
affections of hu people, if ho emulated the example of bu 
grandfather and nemeaake, that be evidently et preaeut was 
the choioo of tho natiou, ond it would depend on his own 
octiODS either to unprovo bu popnlerity or decrease it} that 
I relied on the fonner, and, ot eny rule, woro British troops lo 
remain m the country, they would never rapport misrule. 

I asked if ho bad any defimto apprehension of daaflectioa 
on tho part of any parUcuIar mdlvidonl or tribe. He replted 
“ No,” but that inch might possibly true, and as yet bo was 
too weak and poor to maintain troops for Ins own protection m 
such on event. I replied, “ Do you apprehend any un mc d i oto 
symptoms of opposition?” The Khan said “No, andthit 
at any rate not above tho passes daring tho winter.” On which 
I observed, " You can write a representation of your wuhts 
on thu subject, which I will forward to the Governor Geoend 
with my recommendation that ono Regiment msy cootinoc for 
the present at Dudnr, whkb, with that at Quetta, will aid you 
m preserving the Bolan Pass, which is a rcasoiuhle object not 
calculated to cicilo jealousy , but, for your own sake, 1 •hsU 
not BdvUo any troops being stotioned In tho heart of your 
country, or tliat Uioy should over bo intervened between joa 



01? SIR WILLIAM NOTT. 


389 


ami Yonr people.'' (X.B. It was not the Khan, but his 
^Ministers, who really wished the continnance of the troops ; 
in the hope to elFeot whieh, they persuaded the Cliiet’ to inako 
the request; their object beinij to uphold their own power, not 
that of the Khan, and reap the benelit of riches which our 
troo[)s brinj.) With reg;ird to guarantee against foreign 
enemies, in the same manner as the Ameers of Scinde enjoy, 
I advised the Khan also, to intimate his wishes to me in 
writing, which I would submit to his Lordship, with whom it 
rested to add an article to the treaty to that effect, or not, as he 
j)leascs. On tlie latter point, I beg to observe, that I should 
have had no scruple to include an article of guarantee against 
foreign enemies, as such is stipulated in the treaty proposcJ by 
his Lordship with Sliah Newaz Khan, or promise of support 
in cose of invasion, had not such pledge beoi omitted in Sir 
'William iMacnaghten’s draft, which leads me to infer that his 
Lordship may have since deemed it better to avoid the 
guarantee. I would, however, myself recommend that the 
Kelat state should be admitted within tlie protection of the 
British Government, which it seeks, as the best check to the 
intrigues of foreign powers with it, and to complete our 
advanced political frontier, which otherwise might be turned 
through Beloochistan. 

Should his Lordship be pleased to add an article pledging 
assistance against the open attack of foreign powers, or good 
offices in the event of differences arising, it will be received as 
a gratifying evidence of our desire to uphold the nation, 
and thankfully acknowledged by the Khan as a gracious 
boon. 

At four p.m., yesterday evening, I proceeded to the Khan’s 
Durbar, accompanied by Brigadier England, and all the 
gentlemen of the Agency, and escort. We were received by 
the Khan, and Colonel Stacey, who had preceded us to pre- 
pare what was required for the ceremony, and a largo 
assembly of his Sirdars and principal people. After the 
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ofioal zDqauief; Uia cdremonjof mrcftlhire wrs gona throngh 
(mooli tbo flotno as that of Mahomedao Coorti in India). 
On its completion, ererj Bntuh officer heartilj oongmtulated. 
and shook hands with the Prmce, followed by erery indiTidool 
ID the room, while a royal solnle was fired from the Elhan's 
own guns m Tory good style. The young Chief was yifihly 
affected (almost to tears), by the good feelmg displayed 
towards hjm by the English gentlemen, and general and 
sincere were the thanks, loudly expressed by the pnoopal 
natjTCS to Colonel Stacey, for his fnendly exertions m bringing 
about so happy a coasammalion. We then accompanwd 
the Khan on horseback to an open space wilionl the wails, 
where the Brahooes exhibited then* horsemanship, aAerwitnes- 
nng which, for a short tune, we escorted the Khan to the 
town gate, where he took leuve. At nine pun., we ogam 
proceeded to the Meeree, to see tho natioiial danc^ which all 
ranks and classes he&rtdy joined 
The feeling displayed by the people to tbo young Chief 
was peouhorly gratifying, especmlly their hearty prayers and 
blessings os he passed through the streets infested with tbo 
garb of royally for the first lima. Their damesDoartownrds 
oarselTes is alwoys portioularly clfil and fnendly (tn 
amaiiDg contrast to oar oat throat reception m the neighboar- 
ing valley of Sbawl) especially when it is rememberoJ how 
we wero occupied here two yours ago. Tiaf, bowortr, has 
left DO impression in oor dlsfavonr. It is well known we 
wero driven to hoeuUUcs, and oor mercy to those who sub- 
mitted, and forbearance to tbo women and prisoners/ aio 
remomberod to our credit 
To J It Cohlu, Emt 

A copy of tho treafy will render dear tho rrfLTcncrt 
in tbo foregoing 
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Treaty cnten'd into hclwccn- Hitnjor Outrain on hcUalJ of the 

Government of India and Meer Kusseer K/uotf Chief 0/ Khclat 

on his otcii part. 

WiiEUEAs Mcei* Niissccr KImn, son of]\[ilirub Khan, de- 
ceased, liaving tendered his ullegiancc and subnussion, the 
British Government and his Majesty Shah Slioojah Ool 
Moolk, recognise liiin, the said Nnsseer Khan, and liis 
descendants, as Chiefs of the Principality of Kelat, on the 
following terms : — 

1st. Acknowledges Meer Nusscer Khan himself and his 
descendants, the vassals of the Kingof Cabool, in like manner 
as his ancestors were formerly vassals of his Majesty’s 
ancestors. 

2nd. Of the tracts of country resumed on the death of Meer 
Mihrab Khan, namely Cutchee, Moostung, and Shawl, the 
two first will be restored to Meer Nusseer Khan and his 
descendants through the kindness of his Majesty Shah Soojah 
Ool Moolk. 

."Ird. Should it be deemed necesssary to station troops, 
whether belonging to the Honourable Company or Shah 
Soojah Ool Moolk, in any part of the territory of Kelat, they 
shall occupy such positions as may be thought advisable. 

4tb. Meer Nusseer Khan, his heirs and successors, will 
always be guided by the advice of the British officer residing 
at his Durbar. 

5th. The passage of merchants and others into Affghanistan, 
from the river Indus on the one side, and from the seaport of 
Sorameeanee on the other, shall be protected by Meer Nusseer 
Khan, as far as practicable, nor will any oppression be prac- 
tised on such persons, nor any undue exactions made beyond 
an equitable toll, to be fixed by the British Government and 
Meer Nusseer Khan. 

6th. Meer Nusseer Khan binds himself, his heirs, and 
successor's, not to hold any political communications, nor 
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ontor into any negooiatlon with foreign Power*, withont tho 
ooiuent of tho Brituh GoTerameot ond of hi* Majesty Stuh 
Soojali Ool MoolV« and in all oues to oot lunbordioate, 
co^oponiting with the Governments of British India and of 
the 8hah, bat tho osonl amicable correspondenoe with neigb 
boar* to conunoa os heretofore. — Arucla 8 of Ratified TWat, 
Yido Article 7 of Ratified Treaty 

7tb. Meor 27a*»eer Khan will msle dno provision for tho 
sapport of Sboh Nuwax Khan, cither by pension, to be paid 
throagh tho Bntiih Govcnuneot, on condition of that Chief 
rcaidmg withm tho BriUsh lemtory, or by grsnt of estate* 
witbm tbo Kelai potscuions, es may hereafior be decided by 
the BrltubQovenimeoL 

8ih Mecr Nniseor Khan engage* to give np the inorderer 
of Lieutcuaot Lovedny to the British Ooreremefit, ibr condign 
ponisbocnt, within one month Cnm this date. 

9th Bbonid his Lordship the Governor General of India m 
Coaned deem any additional sUpaUuoai necessary, Mcer 
N’a'«acr Khan will not hesitate to npreo to hii Lordship's 
wisbe*, specified on tbo retnni of this treaty 
Dum ttEclftl thli 0ib of 0«t. A D 1841 

CarrapMJlng »itb tli« A.II IS57 

Tbo above treaty was ratifled and signed by Lord Aack- 
land on the lOih day of Jenuory* 184J, with the following 
altorolions 

Article* 8 and 0 struck oot (the condiuon* of the former 
having been fulQllcd, and tlio latter prOTlsIonal stipalatfon 
being, of coarse, no longer necewory}, and no oddlUcmal 
article being la«ned, as Article 7, to the effect recowrocDOcd, 

0 * follow* — Artlclo 7. In coso of any attack on Mcer 
NoBicer Khan by an open enemy, or of any difference arising 
between bun and any foreign Power, the BrIUsU Goverotncnl 
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will afford him assistance, or good officers, as it may judge to 
be necessary or proper for the maintenance of his rights. 

To return to the affaii-s of Candahar. The events 
which occuiTed in the town and provinces between the 
retui'n of Maclaren’s brigade and the close of the 
year cannot be better described than in General Nott’s 
own words. 

' Candahar, Nov. 27, 1841. 

The road between Candahar and Caubul is still closed, 
and I have not received the letters I before told yon that I 
expected, nor my audited bill for the 15,400 rupees ; rather 
provoking, certainly. The good people here are anxiously 
looking for the result of the affairs at Caubul, when, should 
they be against us, they will try their strength here ; but their 
eyes are open I know, and they have seen the simple arrange- 
ments I have made, to do them honour if they make the 
attempt, and I think these arrangements have hitherto pre- 
vented that taking place, which they had determined upon. 
However, they are a strange race, and there is no knowing how 
soon we shall have to come to blows. Macnaghten^s system 
of buying off danger has ruined everything in this country ; 
for no sooner do the Chiefs find themselves in want of 
money, than they assemble their followers, and forth come 
lacs and lacs from the British treasury; they take our 
money, and go home laughing at our foUy, but with a 
determination to play the same game next year. Is it 
not surprising that all history, that the annals of the whole 
world, that a common insight into human natine, have not 
been a sufficient lesson to deter our Envoy from such weak 
and horrid conduct ? The history of our own country ought 
to have been sufficient the rude Dane and the warlike 



392 


THB UPB 


enter into any negoeiahon with foreign Powen, withoot tlw 
couient of the Bntuh GoTemment and of hU ilajaty Sbth 
Soojali Ool iloolt, end m tdl ctM* to net losabordinnle^ 
co-opemUQg with tha GoTemmenu of Bntuh India and of 
the Shah, but the nionl nmioabla correepondanoe with naigb 
bonre to coounoe of bsratofora, — Ajtiole 8 of RaUflod Treyni. 
Vldo Article 7 of Ratified Treaty 

7th. hleor Nnajiear Khan viU athe daoproruloa forths 
■npport of Shah ffawu Khan, cither by peiuion, to be paid- 
tbrongh the Brituli GoTcmmeot, on condiUon of that Chief 
residing within tha Bridth tmitory, or by grsnt of estates 
within tho Kelat poeseisioDs, as may bercaficr be decided by 
tho BnmbGoTeronient 

8tb Mecr Nouecr Khan engages to giro up the msrderer 
of Lrautonont Loroday to the British Qoremiseat, condign 
pQnubmcDt, within one month f^m this i]ila> 

9ih. Should his Xiordthip the Governor General of India in 
Coanetl deem any addiUooal stipolaUcms nooeasary, hlecr 
Nu««oor Khao will not hesitate to agree to hli Lordship's 
wishes, tpcciflod on the return of this treaty 
IXm* «t K«Ut thlf Oih d«^ of 0*1. A D 18tl 
Csmtpoa'hng lU« A.II 1^7 

Tho above trealv was ratified and signed by Lord Auch* 
land on the lOlh day of January, 184^, with the follonag 
aitorations 

Articles 8 and 9 strnck oat (the cooditioa* of the former 
haring been fulfilled, and Uio laUer prorblonsl supolstlon 
being, of coarse, no longer necessary), and on additional 
article bolng inwricd, as Article 7, to tho effect recommcmlcd, 
ns follows —Article 7. In caso of any sttack on 3lcer 
Ntwscer Khan by an open ooctuy, or of any differcnra an>hig 
between him and any foreign Fower, the Hntish Gorenuncot 
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will aftord him assistance, or good officers, as it may judge to 
be necessary or proper for the maintenance ofliis rights. 

To return to the affairs of Candahar. The events 
which occurred in the town and provinces between the 
return of !Maclaren’s brigade and the close of the 
year cannot be better described than in General Nott’s 
own words. 

Caudali.ir, Nov. 27, IS-il. 

The road between Candahar and Caiibnl is still closed, 
and I have not received the letters I before told yon that I 
expected, nor my audited bill for the 15,400 rupees ; rather 
provoking, certainly. The good people here are anxiously 
looking for the result of the aftairs at Caubul, when, should 
they be against us, they will try their strength here ; but their 
eyes are open I know, and they have seen the simple arrange- 
ments I have made, to do them honour if they make the 
attempt, and I think these arrangements have hitherto pre- 
vented that taking place, which they had determined upon. 
However, they are a strange race, and there is no knowing how 
soon we shall have to come to blows. jMacuaghten^s system 
of hmjitig off danger has ruined everything in this country ; 
for no sooner do the Chiefs find themselves in want of 
money, than they assemble their followers, and forth come 
lacs and lacs from the British treasury; they take our 
money, and go home laughing at our folly, but with a 
determination to play the same game next year. Is .it 
not surprising that all history, that the annals of the whole 
world, that a common insight into human nature, have not 
been a sufficient lesson to deter our Envoy from such weak 
and homd conduct ? The history of our own country ought 
to have been sufficient the rude Dane and the warlike 
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Norman did return year after year to collect the ipoil or 
tribute from our timid ancestor*, and at last, when there 
WQ» no more plunder, and nothing left but the bcloTcd 
tod of our dear Saicrn coontry, they did nt thcmielTc* 
down upon it, and keep it for themielTc* and for thar 
children. Our »y*tein here most be changed, wo cannot 
now recede, if we do, the whole of Bntuh Tni1i« ^rill bo 
in rebeOion, backed by the Ponjauhees, Nepaulese and Bur- 
mese, the Affghani kindly bnngmg up the rear of the 
marsudera. No, no, the battle for the laftty of our Tudian 
empire most now be fought on tin aide of the Indus — 
a nrer wo ought nof to have passed, but hsniig done 
so, we have nothing left but to %bt it out manfully, «of 
with ^ofd, itU with the BrUtsh baytnut In by gone dtyi, 
a King of Prance did wish to urrade fair Italy, and sascmblcd 
his council to consult on the way and mfans. The Court 
jester, a man kept to longh at long*, on breakmg up 
of the council, did laugh right mmily The good Kmg 
said, “ Pool, why laugh you I” *' Ob, nothing, only your 
great functionanei have told your Majesty how to put jour 
foot into the boot, but yon forgot to ask them how you 
were to take it out, and they, m Ihar wisdom, did not 
tell you 8o it fared with Lord Au ckl a n d and Sir W 
Macnaghten and the silly functionanca at Sunlih in 183S. 
Ton know that Italy, as our maps will tell you, ii m the 
shape of a boot , Afighan hath no shape at all, or rather, u 
the most misshapen land my oyo did ever drop upon j but 
tho merry jester’s story ielU 

Cinilsbsr, l> 0 f Sh 19^^ 

I caution you against evil «i)orU from this pUcc, I 
am JK>t to be caaght slcepmg as my Caubnl friends 
I have made c\-cry preparation for the safety of this psft 
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the country^ and when the season for military operations shall 
arrive, I think I shall give a good account of the enemy — that 
is, if I am not interfered with by men in power, and should 
I not get what they call their positive orders to separate 
the force now under my command. If the very wise men, 
my seniors, insist upon it, why they must take the con- 
sequences : the countiy may he lost, and I may not see 
you. If they leave me alone, the countiy will be safe, 
and I shall hope to meet you again. I have hitherto turned 
a deaf ear to those around me. I dare say they think 
themselves right; hut I will act according to my own 
judgment for the present. I am not going to sit quiet 
and see the throats of my officers and men cut, owing to 
the folly of others. 

I am three months in arrears of pay, and have no money. 
I am Sony to find that so many of my letters miscai’ried; 
don’t be alarmed if you do not get letters from me. The 
weather is fine here, and I go to parade daily. It is cold 
and frosty; we go to parade at ten, and remain at exercise 
till twelve o’clock. I have concentrated aU my troops here, 
and have 9,000 of all Icinds. 


Candaliai, Dec. 27, 1841. 

I am quite well. At 'present we have only the ground 
we stand upon. When the weather ^vill admit of field 
operations, I hope to make the people of this part of the 
world know om’ power; however, the orders of those who 
have the dhection of afiahs may supersede my aiTangements 
and upset my intentions. They have brought things to a 
pretty pass truly ; not an European can move twenty yards 
without the ehance of being shot or cut down. There were 
two Janbaz corps (Afighan cavalry) at this place, encamped 
at a shor-t distance from the city walls ; these are regiments 
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belonging to the « good King,” Hu Uajoty Sluli Soojab 
Ool aiooUc, and the prime pets of Sir W. Maoughten. 

are called political corps, and it u expected that no 
man win presume to say a word m thenr dupraue. "Well, 
iwra© of thcao dcarly-beloved pohiieal regxoienU fired upon 
oitr troops near Canbol, but th^ were not pmuahed for it. 
Lost mght the Pohtical Agent at thu placa ordered two 
of these regiments to occupy a fort at a short distance from 
Candahar. He did thu, after eoonng and flattenng them 
for some twenty days, and paying them m tdronee, and 
hafuig placed soma of oar treasure, with, a largo qaintity 
of gunpowder (a scarce article here) under their charge 
Two or three hoam before the time ordered for thar roareb, 
vu before daylight, they rushed mto a tent, where lueii- 
tenant Goldmg and Lientenant Pattenson were asleep, bemg 
the only two European officers with the r^irDent, and cot 
them down. Howerer, the officers contnTcd to get out of 
tho tent, hot were followed by Maenaghten'i pets. Qoldmg 
was lolled, and Pattmuon u now on bu conch, hanng 
received thxrtien wounds The whole corps then fled. They 
must have saddled their horses ami prepared cTcrything, 
under pretcnco of getting ready for the march, and as toon 
as the bloody deed was conumlted, they were off. I have aent 
two re gim ents of Horse in pursuit of thorn, but I feat they arc 
boj’ond reach They corned off the ammunition and nioucy 
entrusted to them So much for pohtical corps, or 
placed under tho control of tho civil and pohtical authontirt. 

It u strango that, four or fito months ago, I wrote officially 
to QoTcmmcnt, stating my opinion of thu very rcguncut, 
and declaring that they were useless, and not to be truilcJj 
for which, os usual, I received from tho Supremo Goixro* 
ment a most severe repmnand for rtflcctiog on these pets 
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Macnagliten, and was told that they were “ brave and 
tnistworijiy soldiet's, and valuable to the State/^ that my 
conduct was ^Hiighly injudicious/^ viz., the word of Mac- 
naghten was taken, and, as usual, my opinions and 
assertions thrown to the winds. If the honour and good 
of my country were not involved, I could sit and laugh 
at the blind folly of men in power, notwithstanding the 
fact of theii’ conduct having brought the sword and the 
knife of the Affghan to the throat of every European on 
the right of the Indus, and most shamefully squandered 
heaps of British treasure on the rascally Chiefs, which has 
from time to time enabled them to raise their tribes, plunder 
the country, and oppose and destroy our soldiers. * * 

The cavalry have just retuimed; they came up with the 
Janbaz mutineers, defeated and desti’oyed numbers of them, 
and chased them fifteen miles. Among the killed, is the 
Chief who cut down poor Golding in his tent his head 
now adorns one of the public buildings in the city. There 
is another regiment of Macnaghten^s pets here, which I 
suspect will meet the same fate in a day or two, unless 
indeed this affair should tend to keep them a little within 
proper bounds. 

Dec. 31. 

I have had no opportunity of sending off this letter, 
the dawk road over the Kojuck being in possession of the 
marauders. There is a small fort at the eastern foot of the 
Kojuck Mountain (Killah Abdoollah), in which three or four 
companies had been placed to keep the commimication open ; 
but a young Political at Quettah got frightened at some 
vague report, and took it upon himself to withdraw the 
garrison. fled, lea\ang their ammunition behind them. 

The natives of the country naturally thought all was up with 
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ui, and they unmodmtoly atsemblcd, and cat off oar dtwk 
commimicatioD Hoir pleaaant 1 No;r, if Lord Auckhunl 
wodd do hw daty, he iroold immcdrately cause the young 
Pohtica] to be dfipnred of hu appointment, bat hi* Lordtlup 
IS not a man of dcaston, and is therefore unfit to goTcm 
Asmtio nationt. The good people of thi* country declaro 
that ike day for their <u«cmbhng is near at hand, and that 
few of as Pennghee* shall hre to tell the tale of our 
disasten^ If they should sssetnble, I thmtr I nhw?! tcD ttirm 
a different story, and giro a Ttry fiur and decent account of 
theuL. 

last night, Fnnce Softer Jung, the third son of tho 
" good King" Shah Soojah Ool Moolt, fled from the aty of 
Csndahar, for the purpose of raising the Affghans to sttaci 
tu What his intentions ere, I hmov not whether he u 
acting under secret orders from the dear Shah Soojsh, or 
whether he Tnpnnn to set up for himself, but wo shill soon 
sec I fupposo ho will give us some trouble, ho i* the 
moit intelligent of his family, very bold and dinng, and 
fftniTiftt Tirmitrlf the greatest vramor in tho world. 

Jso. If 181^ 

Many happy returns of the day to you, fair huheil 
I suspect it win prove a very troublesome year to me, 

I hope nothing iror« than troubloaomc. The Affghaui 
keep ns on thn alert this fro*ly weather, hut they havt not 
yet assembled ui whnt I would call a tangible ihspe^ 
they do, wo shall give them a good hekmg I bu«y they 
do not likn our state of prcparatioo Ah I well, they nr® 
funny fellows, and so I go to tiflln 
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CHAPTER IX. 


1842. 


KOIT’s I’OSITIOX AT CAKDAUAll — rilECAUTIOKS— DliSEUTION OT TEIiVCE 
SOTTEU JTJXG — NOrr ATTACKS THE EOOILAN'EES — :inmDER OP SLR 
WLLLIAH: MACA’AGUTEX — the GO^'ER^^aE^^T OP LKDIA UESOM'ES TO 
EVACUATE .VPPCtUANISTAX— KOT t’s IHPJIESSIOXS— ELPJIEN■STO^^E A^l) 
TOTTLSGEU COiniAND THE SURKEMDEK OP CAA’UAJUR — XOIT REPUSES 
TO OBEY THEIR ORDER — THE CAUBUL 3IASSACRE — THE GOVEBN31EUT 
LEAVE A DISCBETIOR TO EOTT — SIEUL SOOJAH ARD THE BARUKZYES 
AND DOORANEES. 

Hitherto we liave traced the career of Major- 
General Nott in a comparatively subordinate capacity, 
acting under orders from irresolute and ill-advised 
functionaries, armed with superior political and miUtary 
authority. We have seen him chafing under a sense 
of repeated injustice and persistent foUy, but at 
the same time obeying with alacrity and co-operating 
zealously, even when remonstrance has failed to turn 
the com’se of those to whom he felt bound to yield. 
It will now be the pleasant task of the biogi-apher to 
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exhibit Nott osiximiDg an independent position and 
establishing hia thorough capability of encountering 
great responsibility, and acting wisely and courageously 
in great emergendea. 

As yet — January, 1842 — only a part of tho disasters 
which bad befallen tho force at Caubul was known 
to Major-General Nott. But he H^d learnt enough 
to expect the greatest amount of calomify. Ho had 
studied the disposition of the people of tho country ; 
ho knew they only wanted opportuni^', and that 
opportunity had arrived. To attempt to relievo Caubul 
or any of the intermediate fortresses, was now impossiblo ; 
tho snow had isolated each post : the porliculor care of 
Candohnr was the only immediate object of the GcncroL 
It was an anxious task; but Nott fiiced bis diffi- 
culties with cbaractoistio heroism. His supplies of 
forage were scant — without a sufficiency’ tho caUlo 
would bo starved to death, and svithout tho cattlo 
the force would be ruined. There was abundance of 
bhoota in the country; how to get it was the puuIc. 
Rttwlinson declared that be ccfuld not, in tho then 
state of afiairs, oblige tho viDngert to bring it in. 
Nott dreaded to risk tho safe^ of the camels by 
sending them out in the charge of small partioi of 
j troops, and ho apprehended that tho employment of 
force would produce much excitement. Various 
ersatioDS betNYCCD tho Political Agent and the 
' ensued in rcfcrcDOO to this matter and to the 
tenure of Caudahar, and upon the 8lh of 
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lanuary, Notfc, feeling the importance of taking a 
lecided course, wrote as follows to Major Rawlinson : 

Candiihar, Jmi, S, ISfS. 

My dear i\rAJOR, 

I have been favoured with your note of last evening. In 
he many conversations I have had with you on the present 
tate of this country, I have endeavoured to point out to 
ou my opinion, and to show the inexpediency and perhaps 
uin which would follow a division of the troops which 

have, after due consideration, concentrated at Candahar, 
r frittering them away into small parties. After atten- 
ively perusing your note now acknowledged, without 
L’oubling you with a repetition of my reasons, I will merely 
ay that I am still of the same opinion ns I before stated to 
ou, 

I conceive the whole country to be in a state of rebellion, 
nd that nothing but the speedy concentration of the troops 
t this place has saved the different detachments from being 
estroyed in detail, and the city of Candahar from being 
esieged. 

In the event of Sufter Jung assembling any considerable 
umber of men, I never even contemplated waiting for the 
ttack of that Prince under the walls of Candahar, as 
aentioned in yom* note. I repeatedly told you, that if he 
pproached within twelve or fifteen miles of this station, 
would move out and disperse the rebels. 

Because this young Prince is said to have assembled 
,000 or 1,500 followers, at a distance of forty miles from 
Jandahav, it would indeed be truly absurd were I, in the 
eiy depth of winter, to send a detachment wandering about 
be country in search of the rebel fugitive, destroying my 
aen amidst frost and snow, killing the few carriage cattle I 
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hoTO left, and thui be totally duablcd at the proper 
of moraig tea uulea m any directioii from the aty, or era 
hare the meaaa of fallmg back, aboald that oofortanately 
ever become neemary 

I ftm Sony that I haT6 not the due confidence m 
Ahmed which yon appear to have. The force nnder this 
m a n has been m the immediate viani^ of Candahir for the 
laat month , why this has been permitted, I know not. 
He hoi a very considemblo body of men with him both 
of horse and foot, and my infonnation trfis me thwt they 
arc increaimg daily and hourly I nndentand he has 
another move and taken np a position about ex or eight 
miles tenth or south-east of the city , as long as he is m that 
poahon, it would not be expedioit for me to detseh a forco 
from this, forty milu to the north west acroit the TJrgnndah 
Biver, which is Itabb to be flooded honily, and there bang 
neither host nor bridge, the detachment wonld bo cot of 
from all support. Yon ought to be the best jodgo of this 
man's fidelity , but I believe him to bo a traitor, and 
I should not be larpctied to bear of his bemg joined by his 
eqiectcd confederates, and before twenty-four hours ihiU 
have elapsed marching off^ cud forcing the young Prince 
Secunder to accompany him Yet ho is on the watch, and 
wili play his gtmo according to oremnstancci, 

I have no right or authority to interfere with Metits 
Ahmed, but, under present orcumstauccs, it u my duty 
to SCO that the safety of the troops under my command 
is not compromised by ins conduct. Until soawthmg 
deemvo iM ascertamed of this man's mtentioo, and os long 
as ho u posted so near the a^, 1 shall deem it nccosary not 
to more more tK^n twelve or fifteen miles from Candahar. 
AVhen yon a few days back urged mo to send a bngadc 
to the Herat fronUcr, it was fortnnato that I did not 
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comply ; if I bad, the move you now cull for, or any other, 
would have been impossible, Candahar would have been 
besieged, and such brigade would have been tin* beyond 
support. I mention this merely to sliow that in military 
affairs it is necessary to look to coming events. 

I would strongly advise that the young Prince Sccundcr 
should bo called into Candahar immediately ; if not, I feel 
convinced he ^Yill be carried off by the force under Meerza 
Ahmed. 

It is not necessary for me to answer other ])arts of your 
note, as you arc in possession of ray sentiments on the 
subject of it. I have no right to interfere in the affairs of 
the Government of this country, and I never do; hut m 
reference to that part of your note where you speak fo 
political influence, I will candidly tell you that these are not 
times for mere ceremony, and that under present eircum- 
stauces, and at the distance of two thousand miles from the 
seat of the Supreme Govermeut, I throw responsibihty to the 
muds, and tell you that in my opinion you have not had for 
'some time past, nor have you at present, one particle of 
political influence in this country. 

I am truly sony to find by your note of yesterday’s date, 
that you can render me no aid in procui’ing food for the 
public cattle. I was in hopes that with the assistance of the 
Government seiwants under your control, and yoiu’ own 
presumed influence over the heads of villages, to have 
procm’ed hhoosa ^Yithout being necessitated to resort to the 
unpopular and perhaps dangerous mode of sending troops 
for it. The camels are now on half lutions; there is 
abundance of forage in the country, and if I allow my cattle 
to be starved, my force will be paralyzed and become useless. 

Yours sincerely. 


To Major Ila^ylillsou. 


W. Nott. 
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To render clear and intdligible the refcrerico* to 
Pnnco Sufter Jung and Meerza Ahmed, it should 
bo stated that, two ^ys after the mutmy of the 
Janhaz Horse who had killed their officers, Pnnee 
Softer Jung, jealous of his brother, Pnnee Tunoor, 
who exerased supreme authonty at Candahar, and 
disgusted at his own removal from authonty m 
Zemmdaur, had yielded to the posuasiona of an ra- 
tnguing Chief and ded Irom tho aty, to place himsdf 
at the head of a body of msnrgenU, whom Mahomed 
Atta Khan was assembling on the eastern Ironticr 
This gave great additional strength to the rebel cause.* 
Meerza Ahmed, to whom aHosion is made m tho 
General's letter, was an able Aftghan, a species of 
minister and adnscr of Suftcr Jung “Ho appears, 
from the breaking out of tho Caubul insurrection, to 
have guessed that the contest would tennuiato m our 
compulsory abandonment of tho country, and thus, 
while he honestly played for a season the temponsing 
game that I enjomed upon him, be still took caro 
so to strengthen hia poMbon with his own party* that, 
m tho event of our advciBit), ho might keep the lead 
m the Affghan cause, which had been entrusted to 
him whilst actmg imdcr our own auspices.” Rawlinson 
admits, whilflt stating this, that ho bad been dccavcd 
with regard to bun 

Four days after tho date of tho letter quoted above, 
Suftcr Jung, Atta Mahomed, and others adomad to 

* JUjor Ha^linMm 1 dojutdi to Mr llertoi Maxdi fi. 

181 i— 
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within fifteen miles of Candahar. Nott moved out of 
the city, with five and a half regiments of infantry, the 
Shah’s 1st Cavaky, a party of Skinner’s Horse and six- 
teen guns ; and after a march of four hom’S over a very 
difficult countiy, he came in sight of the rebel army, 
trom 15,000 to *20,000 men, drawn up in a strong 
position, on the right bank of the Urgundab. He imme- 
diately crossed the river, marched to the attack, and in 
twenty minutes carried theii* position and dispersed 
their whole army. As they retreated, the cavahy and 
a troop of horse artillery were launched against them, 
and cut up a great many of the fugitives. Major 
Rawlinson was in the field, and acted as one of the 
General’s staff. The loss of Nott’s force was trifling. 

After this affair the camp of the Dooranees became 
the nucleus of rebellion. Meerza Ahmed fled from 
Candahar, joined Prince Sufter Jung, and became the 
active director of the councils of the Dooranees, placing 
them out of danger of a surprise, and yet sufficiently 
near to have an appearance of menacing Candahar. 
Nott longed to pay them a visit, but from the snow-clad 
, state of the country he was constrained for a time to 
hold his hand. 

The private correspondence of the General had 
undergone no abatement, notwithstanding the severity 
of the weather which interfered with the faculty of 
writing, and caused the miscarriage of a great many 
letters. Unfortunately, however, the mass of his com- 
munications at this time were either lost or caiTied off 
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by marauders. The first (of 1842) which appears to 
have been preserved, is dated the 30th of January. 
On that day, the dreadfii} news reached Candahar of 
the murder of Sir W. Mocnaghten, It appears that 
after the Envoy hod heard of the return of Colonel 
Maclaren*6 brigade to Candahar, and all hope of get- 
ting Sir Robert Sale's brigade finm JeDaBohad was 
at an end, he reluctantly comjdied with the wshcs 
of General Elphinstone, and Brigadier* Shelton and 
Anquetil, and entered into overtuTes fcff a treaty with 
the enemy who baleogured CaiihuL Several conferenees 
took place between the Envoy, attended by Captains 
Lawrence and Trevor and all the Chiefs, outside the 
cantonments ; and eventuaDy some twenty articles, drawn 
up by the Envoy, in Persian, were read and approved 
of. On these occasionB, Mahomed Ackhar, the son of 
Dost Mahomed, took the most prominent part Other 
meetings followed, at which the Chiefs expressed on 
earnest desire to bring matters at once to a conclusion, 
nnfl a message to thii effect woa brought on tho eveniog 
of tho 22nd of December, and on tho following nwro- 
ing, Sir W. MacnagbCen, accompanied by Captains. 
Mackenzie, Ijawrcnco, and Trevor, proceeded to an 
appointed coafhrcncs ; but tho party had scarcely been 
seated fivo minutes when, at a signal, all were 
oxcopting the Envoy — bound to hoisca, mounted behind 
Affghans, and bomo off. TVovor was cut to pieces by 
tho Ghoxco Chiefs. Mocnaghten refusing to mount a 
horse was dragged down a hillock, shot by Mahom 
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Ackb^’, and his body aftei'wai’ds mutilated in a shock- 
ing manner.^ 

The most profound horror and indignation were excited 
thi’oughout India and England when the intelligence of 
this frightful catasti'ophe was received. Every honest 
voice called aloud for vengeance. Nothing less than the 
most complete vindication of the British honour was 
talked of. The name of Affghan became synonymous 
with treachery, villainy, cmelty, and eveiy other vice that 
can stain and degrade humanity. But the cup of sorrow 
was not a quarter full. The murder of the Envoy was 
but the prologue to a more hideous tragedy. 

To say that Major-General Nott did not share in the 
intense giief and resentment arising out of the calamity, 
would argue a veiy imperfect acquaintance with the 
excellence of his heart, and his fine sense of honour. 
But it would also be an impeachment of his understand- 
ing to pretend that the dii'e intelligence came upon him 
by surprise. He had long been prepai’ed for the worst. 
In the letter of the 31st of Januaiy, to which reference 
has been made, he wi'ote to liis daughter. 

We have just heard of Macnaghten^s death. Poor fellow 1 

• Sir William Macnaghteu, always a confident, sanguine, and tiuatiag 
man, of liigb. personal couiugc and integrity, was the vietim of his 
reliance on the eseellence of his own policy, and a belief in the probity 
of the Affghans, and the vacillation of the military commanders. If Nott 
had been at his elbow, Canbul would never have been beleaguered for 
so many days, and no conference woxild have been held with the Chiefs. 
Tlie Supreme Government deeply deplored Sir William’s fate, and bear 
high testimony to his patriotism and private worth. 
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tu endwu Lke the of proceedms. from the d.T 
wo ente,^ the country. Ho ought not to Leve tmted tho» 

wretched hHf^.yago people , but ha .jetom wu ilwcyi 
wrong It Im* alfrayt appewed woadcrful to me how 
Goremmant conld hare employed bo very weak a man. I 
fear hu three yrare' douigi oumot ba retnered, and that onr 
blood moBt flow for it You weU know that wbenerer I 
even alloded to the Bntuh character being dugnced, my 
wuwec waa alwayi a reprimand . yet, every little pony follow 
*tacL np ai "Pobtical’^ waa allowed to wnte hu ignoranco 
to Government , bat I have no tune to wnte. Tet one thing 
I wnte a letter of mine now before me, dated m July, 
18dl, hoi muoDS many other obacrvatiom, “Never m all 
hiatory have I read of eneh plunder, cruelty, and oppmtiom 
I reat convinced that they never will forget or foigiTo what 
they have lofiercd, and that iboold opportunity oSa they 
mil Mewrefoer " The anawer w« Lord Auckland'i 

•evere diapleetnre Thu quotation appbta to the whole 
ayatem followed in thu country. Have I not for two ytara 
tu my Ictteri told you that wc were drawing down the deadly 
hatred of theae people upon ua f 

When tho news reached India of thu attack upon 
Sir Robert Sale’s brigade, and the outbreak at Caubul, 
the Govemment at Calcutta, then represented by the 
Earl of Auckland, Mr W. W. Bird, Sir W. Cascraeiif, 
and hlr H T Pnnsep, (Lieutenant-General Sir Jasper 
NicoUs, the Commandcr-iD-Chicf, being absent up tho 
country^ camo to tho rcjolation of vathdrawing all the 
troops from Affghanistnn. On tho 3rd of December, 
1841, they accordingly wrolu to the Coniinandcr-m' 
Chief, requesting that ho would forward n bngodo to 
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Peshawm* to give succour to the troops on their expected 
retirement. They declai’ed that in tho event of the 
militaiy possession of the city of Caubul and the 
sm’rounding territory being lost, it was not their inten- 
tion to direct new and extreme operations for the re- 
establishment of our supremacy. They could not 
contemplate that there could be any circumstances of 
sufficient weight to induce the Government to desire to 
retain possession of the remainder of Affghanistan, and 
they wished “ the militaiy and political officers so to 
shape then' proceedings as would best promote the end of 
retiring with the least possible discredit.” They desired 
“ of com‘se,” that the retirement should he deliberate 
and “ the result of arrangements that would leave some 
political influence in the country.” Meanwhile, antici- 
pating a general rise of the population in the southern 
districts, the Government directed that the commanding 
officers of different positions should fall back on the 
nearest support to prevent their being isolated. 

The impression produced upon the mind of General 
Nott when a copy of the letter to the Commander-in- 
Chief reached him “ for his guidance” was, that the 
Government would alter its resolution to evacuate the 
countiy when the later and more disastrous news should 
be in its possession. Rawhnson, however, conceived 
that the time had arrived for withdrawing from the 
country, and establishing a political influence; and 
under this idea called at Nott’s quarters to say that he 
could not see any objection to entering into a treaty 
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With oertam Chiefe in onus an tho districi Nott dif- 
fered with him : but h© ahnn apeiik for himsplf , 

2 nnzziedietelj' differed mth bun, Bfid ftated that I did not 
vacTf the»o mitruotiont m the bght that he eppesred to do, 
End that tho conne of erenU had net yet been tueb ai to 
TTfliTUDt hu entering into a treaty for oar refanng firom thu 
country. He then caid that by entering into a treaty beforo 
we had come into any serunia coUmon with the Hooraoeci, a 
certain pohUcal influence would be left m A^ghanutam In 
thiB I alao entirely diflered with him, aying* “Major 
Eawluuon, you are tho rqnwntative of the Bntuh Goran- 
ment I can only candidly giro you my opinion and adnee, 
which I hare folly done, but I will not give my conaent to 
any treaty for retirement,” He then aid that he mu»t giro 
some reply to the Persian document which he held in band. 

I obaerred that it was not neceaaary, but that at any nlo it 
would be fuffiaeut to *ay that he was not m p oofUfoa of 
authority from hu Gorcrument, After some further cocrcr- 
sation to the porpoac, which it i» not Decenary to 

relate, he at length ecemfid to ccanadn in opmwn with me 
and took hu departure. 

Rawlinson suleequently expressed his concurrence m 
the sentunents of tho General, who now Ix^fun to be 
very annoufl for further instructions from tho Goi'em 
ment Ho had four monUu' sopplics io reKiTC, anJ 
felt confident of bu abihty to hold Canilahnr nnd U« 
ncighhaurhood, and to reoccupy Couhul in tho spnDJi 
mth a htllo md ftom Sonde. Tho shape which lUw- 
linson'a views took — honourable nt once to his pa- 



OF Sm WILLIAM NOTT. 


4U 


triotism. and his sagacity — ^wiU be best understood from 
an extract from bis letter to the General on the 1 st of 
February, 1842. 

On the authority of Major PottingeFs letter to Captain 
Macgi’egor, announcing the intended evacuation of Caubul 
on the following day, added to our knowledge of the troops 
being altogether destitute of provisions, we may, I think, 
fau'ly say that the contingency contemplated by Government 
has arrived ; and it only remains for us, therefore, to con- 
sider two primaiy questions. Have cu'cumstances arisen 
from the coui’se of local events which can he supposed 
to ^have modified the views of Government with regard 
to the pobcy of retu'ement ? And if such cbcumstances 
have not arisen, how and where can the retirement he 
effected so as to meet the views of Government, with regard 
to incuiTing as bttle discredit as possible, and retainiug some 
pobtical influence in the country f 

In reference to the first question, I submit that the 
settlement of amicable relations with the Court of Persia, 
and the prospect of a successful revolution at Herat in 
favour of Shah Kami'an, remove the only embarrassments 
of external policy which could be supposed to influence 
our Government in desiring to retain possession of Candahar 
after the loss of Caubul, whilst the internal condition of 
the province, becomuig daily more ioimical to us, must 
necessarily render our future maintenance of a position 
in it, on the same footing as formerly, less practicable, 
as well as less desirable. I am thus of opinion that, as 
a general question of policy, the views of Government, 
which have been dehberately adopted and avowed, of the 
inexpediency of endeavouring to retain the occupation of 
Affghanistan, will remain unchanged. But at the same 
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tune, tha progret* and remit of the Caubol rcrolatxon 
appear! to me rery lenonily to hare affected the aecond 
qoestiOD, ai to how and when the retircmeat may bo 
into execution. 

The objects which the QoTenunent evidently have in 
view m the retirement ar^ pnmirily, the safety of the 
troopt, and, aecondinJy, the avouhng discredit, and the 
maintenaTice of some pohhcal mBnence in the eoantiy oiler 
Its evEcuation, and the confidexation, therefor^ of how 
theso objecU may be beat consulted most bo our guide 
m determining the moat eligible time and method of rttire- 
nient« Wo must reflect that if we are to retue, every day^s 
delay will increase the dtfficultses of carrying the measure 
into effect, both by augmenting the numbers of oar e nem tea 
and diminishing oar own mean! of camogc. We moat also 
consider that by an immediate convention with the QhBxio 
and Doorance Chic&, rendenng our cvacaaticin of Candahar 
conditional upon tho nnmolestcd retreat of the gimaons 
of Ghonu and Khclat to this place, we may poanbly pronJo 
for tho safety of our troops nt these two poati, whereas 
if wo prosecute hoatUitua against tho A ffgh a n a daring the 
•pnng and summer, the isolated gomson of Ghumi will 
in all likelihood bo sacrificed. To these few pointi arc, 
however, I think, to be confined tho advantages of makiug 
any launcdiato arrangements for retir e m e n t. Tho cnls of 
such a mcosoro arc manifold and obnoos. 

So far from hoping to maintain onything hke a political 
influenco m the country, we must expect our retirement 
from Cindihar at the head of 10,000 men, following immc 
diatdy upon the loss of Csubul and the treacherous on 
barbarous ■■»n^«inafirt n of our tnvoj (which is an agS^** 
vating cucunutancc that could never possibly h^ 
contemplated by the Indian Government), to 
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most uunntigated discredit upon the British name throughout 
all Asia. I cannot indeed help thinking that the Indian 
Govemmept, on learning of the murder of Sir "W. Mac- 
naghten, will deem the exaction of a severe retribution 
from the Affghans an indispensable step before proceeding 
with any further arrangements for the evacuation of the 
country. In the meantime we are perfeetly safe at Gandaharj 
and in communication with the authorities to the south, 
our retirement from hence to Quettah can, I think, at 
any time of the year be aii'anged with sufiScient practica- 
bility ; so that whilst by om’ immediate retirement we must 
certainly sacrifice important political views, to which the 
Government has di’awn our attention, and may possibly 
defeat the object of retribution which it is natural to suppose 
the Government will adopt on leaiming the gi’oss outrage 
that has been perpetrated at Caubul ; the maintenance of 
our position here for the present cannot, on the other 
hand, in any way interfere with their views fm’ther than 
by risking the sacrifice of the gan’ison of Ghuzni. I am 
not prepared to say with certainty if we continue at this place 
duiing the summer, engaged in hostilities with the Afighans, 
and return to India in the autumn, Caubul remaining during 
the interval in the hands of the enemy, we shall be able 
to meet the views of Government with regard to preserving 
a political influence in the country subsequent to om* 
departm’e; but I can say that, according to aU reasonable 
calculation, the prospect will be more favom’able to us than 
that which, is presented by a retirement imder existing 
circumstances. I am thus led to believe that we should 
avail om’selves of the discretion which is left to us by 
Government, and shape our proceedings rather with a view 
to prospective than immediate retirement, aiming to create 
such an impression of our power in the minds of the 
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nhfthitflptB of thii part of Aff'^aiustaii while wo may rcmjuii 
in tho country, as shall efface the memory of tho disasters 
at Canbnl, and lead the people to respect our natioosl 
character, if not to remember witii gratitudo the many 
benefits we hare conferred upon them. 

I submit this opnuon to you howerer with much dc* 
ference, and shall bo anxious to leam if your sentiments 
correspond with my own. 

On the 7th of February, Nott called upon Rawlinson 
for information regarding tho numbers ot tho command 
of Sufler Jung, as he and his people were becoming bold, 
and approaching the town. “ We must beat up thdr 
quarteiB,” said Nott, But Sufieor Jung and his rabble 
were not the only care of the astute custodian of Can* 
dohar j tho forts of Ghuzni and Khelat-i-Ghilzio wero 
objects of his solicitude, and bo wrote odmirohlo and 
encouraging letters to their respeebro Commandants. 
Wo may safely flnim tho reader’s attention to produo- 
tions which reflect so much credit on tho public spirit 
and generalship of the subject of this memoir. 

CiiidjJisr, Feb. 13, 1812. 

Mt DEIB SlB, 

I write to siy that I haro no doubt that crery ngilanco is 
obacn'cd by you to ensure the safety of tho post under your 
command, it IS of tho greatest importance for our fulafo 
oommumcntion with Qhiluo; and in the crent of duas^r 
attending Colonel Palmer, Kbclat-i-Ghilsie mil be the point 
for him to fall back upon en route to Candahor ; but I ho^ 
affiuri will take a favoamblo turn. It Is our part to up 
the honour of our country to the hut, and at cTciy lacnficr. 
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wMcli I am determined to do, and I expect and feel assiii^d^ 
that all those serving under me will aid and assist me in 
this sacred duty. I am confined to a slip of paper, and 
cannot write all I wish. I would point out the necessity of 
youi’ being verj'- careful of your ammunition, and not expend 
a round without absolute necessity. Your supplies must 
also be your constant care. Should Colonel Palmer be 
obliged to retire (which I hope not), the safety of his ganison 
will greatly depend on our being in possession of Khelat-i- 
GMlzie. You may rely on my not losing sight of your 
garrison for a moment. I never will retire unless I receive 
orders from Government ; at any rate, come what may, I 
never will enter into a treaty for retu’ing, and hope no 
Englishman will. If worse come to worse, I will secm’e your 
garrison and then, if I must fall back, I will do so with 
honour. I have five months’ supplies in reserve, and the 
market still suppHes our daily consumption. If necessary, 
keep yomr sepoys cool by telhng them that aid shall reach 
them from Candahar if requisite. 

Yom’s, 

W. Nott. 

To Captaia Craigie, Khelat-i-Qhilzie. 

My dear Palmer, 

I have not received a line from you since , November. 

We had many native reports ; one said the town of Ghuzni 
had been taken, and that you had retu’ed into the citadel. 

I hope you will be able to hold out till spring, when I trust 
things mil take a favourable turn, and that rehef will reach 
you. PecoUect you have a fine opportunity of distinguishing 
yourself and getting a name. If, unfortunate^, you should 
be obhged to retire, recollect that the strong post of Khelat- 
i-Ghdzie is in our possession, and that will be the point for 
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you to fall back upon en route to Candahar. I mention tha 
as in ertrcmc caie, wbich I hope mil nc?cr be nccestaiy. 
I underitaud tbo citadd of Ghumi u very ttrong, and 
therefore I have no fear* for you. Be very ctrcfol of yonr 
o mm umtaoUj do not allow a round to be expended mthout 
absolute necessity. Soldien are thoughtleu, and generally 
throw away their anunomtian without effect on the enemy, 
and constant caution u reqnmtc. I cannot wnte *D I Tuh 
on thi* ihp of paper. Bemember wb have the tacred da^ 
of upholding the honour of our country, which I am 
determined to do to the last and at every and 

I am well atiured that you will do the tame. Bebeve mo 
I will not for a momemt loae oght of your ganuon. I am 
deeply anxioua to know what lupphci you hare; I have 
five months m reserve m Candahar. 

Toon, 

vr. Non. 

P 8. — Should you, contesry to my best hopes and cx- 
pectaUona, be obhgcd to retire, remember a imall body in 
compact order op beat off and march t* pretese* of 
thousanda of undisaphncd rabble. Keep your aepoyi cool 
by telling them they fall back npoa theu* friends. 

CokiQcI Palmer, 

CoBUBMadhig Gknsnt 

Upon tte 21st of Februory a letter was brought to 
Candabar. It boro tho aignaturcs of Major Bdnsi Vot- 
tinger and General Elpbinstono, Tho Ibmicr otHcor 
had succeeded to the ebargo of tho Caubul nusaioo 
tho death of Sir William Mocnaghten; tbo lalto- 5™ 
continued to hold the shadow of tnfldaiy coirinjan 
Tho letter was addressed to Kawlinioo. and mtimalcU 
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the wish of the writers that the troops at Canclahar and 
Khelat-i-Ghilzie should return to India. It stated that 
Nuwab Jubher Khan had been appointed Governor of 
Candahar on the part of Shah Soojah ; and it told 
Rawlinson that if two or three days were required to 
make preparations, he and the troops were not to re- 
main in the city, but to proceed to cantonments, making 
over to Jubher Ivhan whatever it might be found neces- 
sary to leave behind. 

A few clays later the Doorances, taking heart from 
the state of affairs at Caubul, wrote thus to Rawlinson : 

Ahstmet of a letter to the address of Major Baidlnson, from 
Mecr:;a Ahmed and the Doorance Chiefs. 

We are the bounden servants of Shah Shuja, and in his 
service will sacrifice our lives. 

On leaving Candahar we delivered a sealed paper to you, 
pledging ourselves to stand by Shah Shuja, and to sup- 
port him against the Barukzyes, and you asserted that you 
only retained troops in the country for the same purpose. Wo 
have, throughout, acted honestly, and have kept our M'ords. 
We refused to join with Mahomed Attu Khan because he had 
no documents to show that he was acting in concert with Shah 
Shuja, when he claimed our protection as a fugitive we could 
not decline to receive him from considerations of Doorance 
clanship, but we carefully avoided implicating ourselves in any 
hostility with you, because we considered you friends of the 
Shah. 

The case, however, has now become very different. The 
contest against you, at Cabool, has terminated in favour of the 
Affghans, and although the Shah, from feelings of gratitude 
to your Government, refused to participate in the revolution 

VOL. I. E E 
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daring lU progrcai, itdl, when tho Afghan nation, lulac- 
qacntly to your departarc, tendered to him the order ho 
accepted it thtu, pledging himaelf to tho jUnuelmon cauK 
Ha hoB DOW addrca«ed letters to tho Frioccs nod Cbieij at 
Condahor, calling on nil parties to stand firm to ibcir oUegt* 
onoc, and we aro prepared to obey him 

We bnyo ell rcceiyed Liadiicsa from you, both publicly and 
pnyutoly, and we sbonld wuh to remain on terma of frmndjlup 
With yoar Goyernmenf TTo thcraforo call upon yon to 
depart in peace, and wo will assut yonr retirement to tlio 
ntmoit of onr ability 

Yon oan haro now no plea for remaining bat the dcfiro to 
oonqoer the coontry for yoorselTej, and if yon arow tbu 
degixe wo ahaU, of conrsa, oppose yon to the nimort of our 
power. Yoa wUl hare learnt, by tho affa ir at Cabool, tbo 
power which the Afghans posses*, when matted m ose palio a al 
cuoM. and if yoa were beaten by ns m tie first tnal, when 
inccess was doabtfol, what can xoa expect now that wo hoTO 
folt oar strength, and are determined to conqueror die? If 
hostilities aro once fairly commenced tho contest most end 
m tbo extermraaliOQ of one party or the other, and wo Icnvo it 
to yon to dedde in whose fiirour the ohanccM lie 

Taho warning from the result of tho Cabool rctolntion, and 
depart m peace while you yet may. If yon delennine upon 
war expect no farther oTartnres&om os 

We shall then Icaro oor foie in tho hands of God, and 
exert oarsclye* to tho almost m delimeo of oor liberty and 
religion. 

(Tmo abstract) H Rawlixsox, 

rtJliIeal Acojt, (W-bJ' 

CjadituT, Fetmurj 2-llK 

Major Rawhnson, on receipt of the ktltr from 
the nuthontica at Coubul, coMultcd Nott, and 
they mutually camo to Iho conclusion that FotUngif 
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and Elphinstono had written under cocrcionj that 
the Caubul Convention was in no way binding upon 
the officers at Candahai*, and they determined to 
enter into negotiations with no one pending the receipt 
of definitive instmetions from Calcutta. Rawlinson re- 
garded the letter either as a forgeiy, or the result of 
menace and restraint. The person who was represented 
as its bearer did not present himself. 

A similar letter — its very counterpart indeed — had 
been addressed by Pottinger and Elphinstono to Sii* 
Robert Sale and Captain Maegregor the political officer 
at JeUallabadj and they had replied in exactly the same 
spii’it. 

The Government of India were justly indignant at 
General Elphinstone’s procedure. They viewed it “ with 
the most severe displeasure,” directed that a full military 
inquiry should be instituted into all the circumstances 
connected with the direction and conduct of the troops 
at Caubul, superseded Elphinstone in his command by 
Major-Genei’al PoUock of the Bengal Ai-tfilery, and di- 
rected that the authority of the former should wholly 
cease. 

While these orders were being issued, their needless- 
ness was undergoing the most cruel practical exemplifi- 
cation. Capitulating to the Affghans, the troops com- 
manded by General Elphinstone evacuated Caubul under 
a pledge of sauf conduit from Mahomed Ackbai* Khan. 
The snow covered the ground, the officers and soldiers 
depressed, half-starved, ill-clothed and badly sup- 
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plied with ammunition ; the Affghans, the Ghawes, tha 
Mommds, the Ghibnes, accompanied them into the 
passes ; here the treachery of the tribes disdosed itself 
in fcarfol colours. From the heights, where thousands 
of AfEghans were assembled, a deadly foaillado was 
poured upon the columns, and bodies of furious horse- 
men charged them in the defiles, and blocked up their 
passage. Bravely and desperately they fought in spito 
of bad leadership ; but numbers, tho snow, and their 
disorganized condition, were against them. Step by 
step was their alow and irregular ad\'anoe resisted; 
vainly did the 44th Foot, the 5th Cavalry, the- 64th NX, 
the artillery, display undaonted courage, beroism, pa- 
tience, and discipline, Tho savage hordes were unre- 
mitting in their attacks, nothing could slake their thirst 
for the blood of the infidels. For three or four daj'S 
the contest continued, and only terroinated with tho 
massacro of some 17,000 officers, soldiers, and fob 
lowers ; 1 50 wero made prisoners, induding several ladies 
and children, and only one znan, a Dr. Brydcn, escaped 
during tho conflict to tell tho piteous talo. Ho mado 
his way to JcllaDnbad, and nerved tho gallant garrison 
to moro rcsoluto efforts of defence by the mournful 
details he had to communicate. 

Tho whole of this mcLmcholy story has been circiim- 
alantinHy related by l*ady Sole, Captain Ejtc, Captain 
Melville, and others, but by nono to eloquently as the 
late Captain Mackenzie, of the 41st, who, in a beautiful 
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poem (‘Zeila’), has eloquently paraphrased the tale of 
the march, — 

“Burst through the wild, uncertain gloom, 

One vivid flash — then came the boom 
Of the arousing, morning gun,* 

Telling the fatal day begun — 

That day all dedicate to shame, 

Which viewed the pent-up British host, 

Launch’d mid the realms of snow and frost, 

Wend to its grave of shattered fame. 

Companion’d e’er by ti’eachery. 

Fulfil a recreant destiny. 

With hope and honour gone and lost ! 

Long ere that signal-gun was heard. 

The broad cantonment was bestirr’d — 

Confusion, turmoil, and dismay 
Had heralded the approach of day, 

And knee-deep snow, and biting cold. 

Full many a warning tale had told, 

How winter’s scaith might more defeat 
The planning of their dread retreat, 

Than might, or vengeful ire and sword. 

Or prowess of sad Ghilzye horde! 

Men, women, children, — all, alas! 

Thus early, an incongruous mass 
Of moving life, prepare to face 
Their march of horror and disgrace, 

,, V * s 


» A gun is fired at dawn of day at Ilia Briu.sh garrisons abroad. 
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plied with ammunition ; the Affghans, the Gharecs, the 
Mommds, the Ghilzies, accompanied them into the 
passes ; here the treachery of the tribes disclosed itself 
in fearful colours. From the heights, whero thousands 
of Affg bnns were assembled, a deadly fusillade was 
poured upon the oolumns, and bodies of fiirious horse- 
men charged them in the defiles, and blocked up their 
passage. Bravely and desperately they fought in spito 
of bad leaderahip ; but numbers, the snow, and their 
disorganized condition, were against them. Step by 
step waa their alow and irregular advance resisted ; 
vainly did the 44th Foot.tho 6th Cavalry, the 64th NJ., 
the artillery, display undauptod courage, heroism, pa- 
tience, and disdplino. Tlio savage hordes were unro- 
mitting in their attacks, nothing could slake their thirst 
for the blood of the infidels. For three or four days 
the contest continued, and only tenninnted with the 
massacre of some 17,000 officers, soldicrB, and fol- 
lowers; 160 were made prisoners, raduding Bo\*CTal ladies 
and children, and only ono man, a Dr. Brj’den, escaped 
during the conflict to tdl the piteous tale. Ho mode 
his way to Jellallohad, and ncn'cd the gallant ganison 
to more resolute cSbrts of defence by the mournful 
details he had to oommunicntc. 

Tlio whole of this mdancholy story has been circum- 
stantially related by Lady Sale, Captain E)tc, Captain 
hlcl\nllc, and others, but by none so eloquently as the 
late Captain Mackenzie, of Iho diet, who, in a beautiful 
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poem (‘Zeila’), has eloquently paraphrased the tale of 
the march, — 

“Burst through the wild, uncertain gloom, 

One vivid flash — then came the boom 
Of the arousing, morning gun,* 

Telling the fatal day begun — 

That day all dedicate to shame, 

Which viewed the pent-up British host, 

Launch’d mid the realms of snow and frost, 

Wend to its grave of shattered fame, 

Companion’d e’er by treachery, 

Fulfil a recreant destiny. 

With hope and honour gone and lost ! 

Long ere that signal-gun was heard. 

The broad cantonment was bestirr’d — 

Confusion, turmoil, and dismay 
Had heralded the approach of day. 

And knee-deep snow, and biting cold, 

Full many a warning tale had told, 

How winter’s scaith might more defeat 
The planning of their dread retreat. 

Than might, or vengeful ire and sword. 

Or prowess'of sad Ghilzye horde! 

Men, women, children, — all, alas! 

Thus early, an incongruous mass 
Of moving life, prepare to face 
Their march of horror and disgrace, 

* 


» A guu is fired at dawn of day at the Briilsli garrisons abroad. 
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Thus onward, reokleM aU, tliey nub, 

Each seekbg foremott to attain 
The readiest path acrou the plain I 

• • • * 

Still, Btiil the head poem forth amain, 

Its mbbl^ and nncoasing tnin — 

Affnghtmg e*an the verj skies 
'With objurgations, oorBaa, ones. 

Vociferoofi — hideoos, godless noises, 

A Bahel of itinerant yoices. 

lake scena ne'er mortal saw, 

A dense, huge horde of men and beast 
From order ood contral releas'd, 

Fordisoiplme hath whoUj oeaj'd, 

Nor may restrain or awe 1 

He goes on to desenbo the breaking of the bndge os 
the wretched multitude crosses a nver, and the suffer- 
ings at the fording at that inclement season — 

•‘Left far behind therirer* ford — • 

And DOW toiled on that monster horde 
Slowly along the marshy way, 
loKTustcd, which hefen them Jay, 

Till roach d, os fast closd in the day, 

Far Bogram’s cheerless halting ground * 

Confusion diro hero wgnd around— 

Confusion, baffling bonuin ar^ 

Tliho of its horror to impart 

• Fits isIIm only Creta Caabol, Lpt mtct*! lio*m l> 

rtuklDg Uh »{Mt. Tbt mr-jaarJ did col ptt to IW £r***d till 

oT lb« nut Jjf 
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In dreariest parlance — ^wholly lost 
All power to rule that motley host — 

Nor were the troops, to order train’d 
From mingling with the mob restrain’d. 

Native and European now 

Brush by the thick, fast falling snow, 

One common resting-place to share. 

And side by side seek slumber there, 

With nought of covering to shield 
From the intensely freezing air — 

And here doth misery prepare 
Death’s first-fruits on that dismal field.” 

The horrible night scenes which follow when cold 
and hunger assailed the host, ai-e powerfully de- 
lineated : — 

“In vain the ravening groups demand 
Slight succour from some generous hand, 

’Till lash’d to wildest frenzy, they 
To plunder’s reckless search give way — 

Not for its heaps of precious ore — 

Nor treasures as, their amplest store. 

The scattered baggage they explore, 

Of value tenfold greater view’d 
The smallest particle of food — 

Yet nothing yields that baggage scant 
To appease the frenzy of their want ; 

And hopeless, full of misery, 

They lay them down to sleep and die ! ” 

The living renew their march, and on the third day 
enter the Koord Caiibul Pass, and are soon amidst 


“ A wilderness of crag and gloom.” 
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“ Haog’ring, and imitten by the froit, 

Still itrnggles on the fated hoit — 

^Vliile flTery onirard trook U lort 
Amid the baffliog drift of snov— 

On they btmgglo, tod and iloiTj 
Bow'd m wcarmaa and wool ” 

A storm assails the way-worn masses, but its ter* 
rors and inflicboos are nothing compared with what 
follows : — 

“ Now crown’d each hiU top’* rifted crest 
With dastard bond, or lengthen’d file 
or barbarous foomeo. 

Whero’er the gue u cosool cast, 

It (rambbngly recoilsoghast I 
Heap epoo heap around ore strewn 
Of weltering corses — mangrU — hewn. 

Mcrdlcu doom — pierc’d throogh and gor’d 
By matchlock ball, and trcDcbant sword ' • 

* 0 1 M 

Baret forlli the sun* Oh’ ne’er beforo 
Bid his broad eyo Itko scene explore' 
iligb borne apoo tho nuhing wind 
Tbe conflict's d!o affrights tho car— 

The yell of triamph wild, combm’d 
"With the loud wnil of wtw and fear— 

The shriek of death, the echoing shoat, 

The husUing volley, cannon’s boom. 

Him mid tho dense, commingl’d root, 

In 000 cIiioUo nolo of doom.” 
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The poet follows the progress of the slaughter, and 
the manly defence of the troops in the terrible defiles, 
until the fight at Gundamuck — ' 

“ That last and fatal battle ground,” 


And with a melancholy hand he traces the scene of 
death which is visible by the moon’s light: — 

“ There lives upon each cold, still face, 

A proud nobility of mien, 

Which death, e’en mid that closing scene, 

Had fail’d to vanquish, or erase. 

Oh ! placid all, each visage seems 

As though ’twere tranc’d in happy dreams — 

And spake, all silent eloquence, 

Each dying thought’s omnipotence — ■ 

Those thoughts, the glorious consciousness, 

Which martyrdom could not repress — 

That they had nobly fought and died, 

True to each othei’, side by side — 

True to each impulse Avhich may lend 
A glory to the soldier’s end — 

True to the banners which they bore — 

True to the laurels which they wore, 

Reap’d on the battle-fields of yore — 

Tj’ue to their fealty’s high command — 

A dauntless, proud, devoted band — 

Thrice worthy of their father-land ! ” 


We have seen that the Government had begun to 
alter its opinion of General Nott, and to substitute com- 
pliments and confidence for reprehension and neglect. 
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In tho very letter to the CoimnandeiMii*Ciue^ m which 
Elphinstone^s supersession vraa announced, another op- 
portunity vras taken of doing jnstico to Nott 

We do not doubt, ** said the Supreme Council, 
“ that M^or-Gcneral Nott will have rejected the antho- 
nty of any directiona which may have been sent to him 
by M^or-Genend Elphmstone of a like tenor to those 
scat to JeHallabad, and wo could request jour Ei- 
celleacy expressly to instruct him to act for himself^ 
mdependently of such directions, upon hia own distinct 
military responsibihty Your Excdlenty will co m mm n - 
cate to Major General Nott that it is of tho highest im- 
portance that he should mainfaun bs posibon at Canda- 
hor, m concentrated strength, until be shall rccovo the 
farther orders of the Government.” 

Some twenty daya previous to the dispatch of the 
letter whence the foregoing eortract is made, tho Go. 
vemment had come to a resolution to centre all political 
authonty m the gcnenil officers now to bo cmplojed in 
Affghamstan, and a communication on this head was 
mado to Major-General Nott 

Extract Jnm a renluttaa qf the Governmeat of India, m 
the Secret Dc^wr/mw/, doled the WA qf January, IS-U. 

1 In the conduct of mflitary operation* at iho pracat 
cnii* la Afi'ghamstan and the adjouung countncj, it appeara 
to the Go\xaior-Gcncnd m Couucii, to bo of all thing* im»t 
to attend to tho expedience, the vafety* and tho 
uccwaity of nuhtary mo^cmcoU, with nJcrcncc to wihury 
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considerations in the fii'st place. These will doubtless always 
be affected more or less by political circumstances, but they 
should be under the control of such circumstances no further 
than commanding officers, responsible for their own mnitaiy 
aii’angements, and for the honour and success of the troops 
committed to then* charge, may see fitting. His Lordship 
in Couneil has come to this resolution, in no mistrust of our 
political officers in that quarter. He is conscious that they 
are for the most part possessed of much talent and informa- 
tion, that they are ever actuated by unbounded zeal in the 
service of the State, and that they have the means of pro- 
cui’ing the best inteUigence for the guidance of the military 
commandants ; but in the present circumstances of great 
difficulty, and in the absence of all means of receiving orders 
fi’om Su’ W. Macnaghten, the constituted representative of 
Government in that country, his Lordship in Coimcil 
would throw upon each militaiy commander a more than 
usual diseretion in whatever may regal’d militai’y movements, 
or the safety of the troops, or the defence or abandonment of 
the positions occupied by om* forces, 

2 The Generals commanding divisions will not hesitate 
to give the weiglit that is due to the advice of the pohtical 
officers, who will also put them in possession of these 
instructions, and all their intelligence ; and in the absence of 
any competent political superior, they will consider them- 
selves under the dhection of the militaiy commandants, and 
will addi’ess to them all those communications which would 
formerly have been addressed to the Envoy and Minister. 

3 The commanding officers to whom these observations 
may be fully applicable, are Major-Genei’al Nott, command- 
ing at Candahar, and Major-General Pollock, proceeding to 
take the command on the Sikh frontier, towards JeUallabad. 

7 Major-Generals Nott and Pollock, and Brigadier Eng- 
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land will addre»» the Government of India, m the Secret and 
Political Department, direct on ell mattcn of a mflitaiy and 
pohbcal nature, connected with thor preaent commandi, 
and will either forward their deapatche* under ^png sctli, 
to the addrett of Hu Excellent, the Commander-m-Chicf, 
or will famuh Hia EjccUcncy with copies of their deipatchci 
to the Government) according to the cirtmnitancei of poation 
of Hu ErcoHcnc^e camp which may render one course or 
the other most conTenient 

(True extract.) T. H. Mxddock, 

Secretojj to the GovcznmcAt of loda. 

(Secret I)«ptrtDittit.) Port William, Jtm. A, ISli 

Sib, 

I am directed by the Right HoDonrablo the Governor- 
General m Council to transout for )t>ur mforioshoa and 
guidance, the enclosed paragrophs, J, 2, 3, and 7, from a 
resolutwn pawed by the Government regarding tho conduct 
of military opcratioas at the present moment in jtfTgbaa- 
uton and tho adjoimng countnea, and to rcTicst your 
particular attention to tho same* 

1 hare tho honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most ohetheut sermnb 

T. II. IIaddocx, 

Secrclaiy to the Gorenin«at ot lixio. 

To HsjoT Ocsiml W Isott, 

Cosuoandu]^ cit 

Major RawUnson, in a hecoraing spirit, bowed to tUc 
resolution of Uio Goi'cmmcnt, and, ns Iw lumifU’ cx- 
prcsanl it in a long narrative dcspatcli to Mr. Sccrctaiy 



OF Sill WILLIAM XOTT. 


429 


Miuldock of tlvo Ctli of Afavch, conducted his political 
duties ill cordial cumniunicatlou with, but still in direct 
Mihordinntion, to Major-General Nott’s authorit}’. 

Under the authority thus given to connnunicatc 
direct witli tlic Government, Genend Nott, under date 
tile 25 th of February, expounded his views in relation to 
tlie measures wliieh had become necessary, and described 
the stale of liis force. It will be observed that Nott 
felt verv .stronglv the nccc.ssitv for avendng the outraires 
committed upon the unfortunate Caubul force, and 
maintaining the honour of the country; a feeling which 
was almost universally echoed in India, in spite of the 
vast expense which it was well known would be in- 
curred in retributive measures. 

The lauieatcd disasters which liavc occurred at Caubul, 
the murder of the Britisli Envoy and ^linister, and the 
reported fate of the force \mder ]\lajoi'-Gcncral Elphin- 
stone, C.B., retiring under the supposed safeguard of a 
deliberate and sacred convention, arc of so unheard-of and 
atrocious a nature, as to induce me to conceive that the 
instructions of Government, under date the 3rd of Decem- 
ber, 184-1, are no longer applicable to our position in this 
country. I shall not therefore tliink of acting upon them, 
and shall await the determination and orders of Government, 
which no doubt will have been transmitted subsequent to 
the receipt in Calcutta of these sad events. 

■Whatever the orders of the Supreme Government may be 
relative to our abandoning this country, it appears to me 
that it will be expedient, indeed absolutely necessaiy, that 
the troops should remain at Candahar until the end of 
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September^ or jf th«t ahonld become impoeajblo, iitt they 
abouJd tile np a potihou m the nnghboBthood of JIoo. 
tnng tmtS the lit of October next. Aoynttenipt to more 
bdo«r the pas«u before thid period, or to march tbrongi 
Semdo and mj Bhmralpope. dnniig the hot ood nnheillby 
eesaon, iroold, m mj opnuon, be attended by the dc- 
•tmehon of tbo greater part of the troopa and pabbe 
cattle. 

Should it be the irah of Government to hold thii part of 
jlflgbaiuataii for any period, I have no doubt of our poircr, 
inth a little aid foim Scind^ of retaining it, at present vo 
lire in TTont of cavol/y, tho Cimd&lutr Tretunuy u cxlmiiitcdy 
and tho troopa are thrw months in antarsp wo have bat s 
small quantity of moslcet ommonitiOD, and scartely any 
medicmo for tho nek. 

I most not conceal from tho Government thst every 
jnenns luu been resorted to by tho rebel Chief* to nndcnnino 
the fidelity of our Native troops I have no fars for oar 
n^nlar regiments nothing cau bo finer than their eondort, 
but tho Hindostaneo corps, dcnonunstctl “ tic Shsi'#/’ 
are composed of low-castc men, in whom I cannot place 
iDJpIuat faith A few of them have gone over to tho enemy, 
they compitm of not rccavuig the samo alloivancca a* tbo 
regular regiments. 

Unless the force nenr assembled at JelloUabad should 
push on to Caobul os soon os (ho state of the read* admit, 
tho rebel army noir assembled near that city will march 
upon Csndahar, strengthened by the artillery unfortunately 
giTcn up by tho BntiJi troops under Gcnenl £Iphm*lnnc, 
when they will jom the rebel anny in this dn^nct, com 
n iand ed by Pnnee Softer Jong and iXceria VhmeJ. It will 
then become a senous coasidcnUioa whether it 'dl be 
nccci»ary for me to retire to Shawl, and there await the 
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determination of Government, or draw the whole of my 
force into the eity of Caudaliar, and defend it. If I could 
for a moment feel that the British Government would not 
think it ivcccssary to punish the murderers of their Envoy 
and Minister, and the atrocious attack made upon General 
Elphinstonc’s force, retiring under confidence of a deliberate 
and sacred convention, my course would be clear, and I 
should immediately retire. But my mind is deeply im- 
pressed with a conviction that the honour of my country and 
the interest of British India arc in the balance, and I will 
therefore wait for instructions. 

I have managed to deposit in Candahar a reserve supply 
of grain for five months. Supplies arc still in the market, but 
we have no money. 

I have not received a line from Ghuzni for three months. 
The post of Khelat-i-Ghilzic is safe. I should be sorry to be 
obliged to withdi-aw it before the fate of the garrison of 
Ghuzni shall be Icnowu ; I have done all in my power to 
open the communication, but the fall of snow has been 
greater than any kno^vu for the last thirty years. 


Anticipating the possibility of Nott’s being obliged' 
to withdraw from Candahar, vid Shawl and Scinde, tho 
Government of India now dispatched orders to Major 
Outi’am, who had succeeded Mr. Ross BeU as Political 
Agent in Scinde, to an*ange for having the disposable 
part of the troops under Brigadier England’s orders 
moved above the Bolan Pass as eaidy as practicable, in 
order that the ti’oops might be marched forward to the 
foot of the Kojuck Pass in the Quettah side, so as to 
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support and fecilitate General Nott’s movements. It 
was added that the troops thus fallmg back irero to 
remiun at Quettah and Moostung until the season should 
amvo for their descending the plains. 


Fori WUUxm, Jmnvj Sltt, 1&42, 

SlK, 

In cooAftqaenee of Jom} official infonnation rcceircd from 
jon under date the I4th lottant, rcapeding tlio condiUoD of 
thingi in tho Cftndahar Pronnee, I am dciiml by tba 
Qovemor-Gmieral In conocil, to reqneat that you will, In com- 
manicatjon with Brigadier Bogknd, and if the coadiUoa of 
tha traetfl onder yoor tmmedifilo charge will admit of it, 
omoga for leaTing tho dUposablo part of tho troop# coder tho 
orden of that officer moved ebovo tho Bolus Pau u early as 
pmcticablo, m order that in commcoication wilh Major General 
Kott, if that officer should docido on withdrawiog Irom Can- 
dabar, tho troops in qaesbon may bo marched fonmrd (o the 
foot of tho Khojoh Pass, on tbo Qactta side, so as to support 
and facHitato Gencnil Nott’s morement 

2, You will send ictimatlon to Major Gcnenl Nott, of yoar 
receipt of this letter, and of tho arrungoments that may be 
made m consequence of it, so ns to ensure every possible 
certainty that the intimation will reach him 

3. All troops {aUlvff hocL to Quetta, can, Jt is belioveJ, bo 
niatn tninivl at that plooo and Mestoog, and It is desired that 
they sboald bo posted at these places, or other conrcnienl 
points near, onril tho relora of tho faroamblo season for 
descendbg to tho plains, or the receipt of farther orders. Dot 
tho exact positions of the troops on this side of Khojnek Paw, 
roost be dctcnnlDod by tbo General Officer cotnmanding, 
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according to practicability of supply, and other local considera- 
tions. 

, I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) T. H. Maddock, 

Secrolary to tlie Government of India. 

To nlojor J. Outram, 

Political Agent in Scindc and Beloochistan. 

(True copy.) 

T. H. Maddock, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

The success of the insuiTection in Caubvd inspired 
the Dooranee Chieftains wth confidence, and they pre- 
pared, as we have seen, to play the same game in the 
South which had proved so favourable to the Affghans 
in the North. Shah Soojah having accepted the crown 
subsequently to the evacuation of Caubul, the Dooranees 
believed that he tacitly approved of the progress and 
result of the revolution, and made use of his name to 
endeavour to persuade the British authoi-ities to evacuate 
Candahar. Prince Sufter Jung made the proposal to 
Major Rawlinson in a characteristic communication. 
His letters form a striking contrast to the spirited 
reply of Major Rawlinson ; the former is replete with 
casuisti-y, and imbued mth a strong religious anti- 
pathy ; the latter is mild, film, courteous, and sti-aight- 
forward. 

Ti'ansMion of a letter from Prince Sufte'r Jung to Major 

Rawlinson. 

Prom the enlightened understanding of the high in rank, 
exalted in station. Major Rawlinson, let it not he con- 
cealed : , " 


VOL. I. 
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And whereas in tho icmce of His Majes^ (titles), may 
I bo his sacnfico, tho truth, integrity, and (himterestedneis of 
tho English gentlemen hsvo been greatly displayed) His 
Majesty morcoTcr has received many benefits firom the 
English) and whereas at Caobnl, the whole of the tribe of 
Islam, with their united strength, resolved, unknown to His 
Majesty, to sacrifice themselves for tho honour of their 
religion, notwithstanding which, tho King, on account 
of tho Englmh gentlemen, committed lirmaplf with the 
fbllowcri of Islam, a luo of the people cn mmc ensued, 
and of tho whole of tha Engluh gentlemen who were m 
Caubul, several wero killed, and the remainder taken 
prisoners) and whereas tho foDowen of Islam, hanng all 
along looked upon Ha hlajesty aa theor legitimate King, 
camo with ropes round thor necks, and tendered their 
allegiancB, 

For these reasons it is m»dn known, that there bemg now 
none of the En ghih gentlemen Temaimng m any part of tho 
country of lalam, and as on account of former londneases 
and benefits received from that gentleman, I am most 
anxioua to give some rctorm — Enough I If you look upon 
me as your fnend, know this to be the best thing you can 
do. Leave alone tho country of Iilam, and depart you 
and your people, m safety. By the blessmg of God, so long 
as life remami to no harm shall belal you either m life 
or property. Moreover, you will depart with pw/ect honour. 
On the other hand, should you nerw this advice as contrary 
to your mtertstf, utter rum will ensue, because when once 
you become engaged with the people of Iilam, your rescue 
and your departure will bo very difficult. 

Enough I it remami with you to deadc , and farther, letters 

with the royal ngn-manual for myself, and for my brother 
the Fnneo Mahomed Timour, “d for tho Dooraneo nobles 
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hftvc arrived. The other royal letters have been sent in all 
directions, but the one lor my brother 1 send In order that 
you may read it, and become acquainted with its contents. 
As from the lirst your service has been solely on account of 
llis ^Majesty, so do we now wish that friendship should 
remain between ns. If you decide on going, Chiefs will be 
appointed to conduct you to the frontier of the kingdom, 
and be of service to you. Certainly, under these circum- 
stances friendship will remain. 


(True translation.) 
Ciuidahar, Tcb. 23, IS 12. 


E. K. Eluoi', 
Abshfuut Political Ageut. 


Translalion of a letter addressed by Major RawUnson to 
Meerzu Ahmed and the JDooranee Chiefs, 

I have received your letter calling on us to evacuate 
Candahar, and I reply as follows : — ^Yom.’ letter embraces 
two subjects. You assert, firstly, that we have no pretext 
for desiring to retain occupation of Candahar, now that Shah 
Soojah has put himself at the head of the Caubul party j and 
5 'ou endeavoui’, secondly, to intimidate us into retnement by 
bringing forward our disasters at the capital as a ^vai’ning of 
what we may e.xpect at this place. 

With reference to the first point, I admit that we entered 
this country only in support of Shah SoojaVs authority, and 
that if His Majesty, having duly kept faith with us through- 
out, were to signify to the Indian Government, of his own 
fi-ee will, bis desire to be left entirely to the protection of his 
Afighan subjects, there might be some reason in your argu- 
ment; but at present everything tells against you. We 
know the Shah to have exerted himself actively for the 
suppression of the Caubul insurrection at the outset. We 

F F 2 
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Imov bun to regard tbo Baroksyet of Canbnl u his nitonl 
enemies. jEIio only letteni that hire been recerred from him 
are couched in vngno terou, merely intmialing that the 
AUghons have again tendered to him their allegunce, and 
wo ha\ e every reason, for farther auppoamg that he has 
been placed In his present position contrary to his inelmi> 
tioni, and that he must deano the asautance of oar troops to 
support him against the factions nobles who ore amung to 
uinrp his power 'When yon can prodnee an aathentuated 
docoment hearing His Majcsty^a seal^ and proved to hare 
been spontaneously executed by him^ which shall dutmetly 
call upon us to qmt the country, and leave him to the 
support of hu Afigbon subjects, it will be time enough to 
discuai the qaesboa whether or not there may be any 
I^Umato reason for oar deamng to reap am. 

With regard to the socood point a few words will infficc. 
If you crpcneuced such loss and difficulty at Caubol m 
overcoming a small detachment of oar troops, isolated from 
support, without pronsions, and m the most mclement 
season of the year, while yon were amply jupphed with 
money and momtions of war, and the whole country was m 
your favour, what can you expect at Candahir, where we 
have 10,000 men m gamson, a favcmrable season before us, 
ample provisions, a strong walled town to protect us, and an 
open country, et all times practicable for troops between us 
and onr supports, where a large part of the population have 
already openly declared in onr favour, and where, when it 
becomes known that tho Shnb u but a pappet in the hands 
of tho Barnkiye Sndari, all tree Dooranecs will eotlaee 
with us for hu support. Yon are altogether without money 
or any of the roatcnals of war, yon are jealous of each o er, 
Tho voice of the country u so little with you, thst 
monthi of agitation you aro almost where you set oof 
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Jellallabacl force must bold the Caubulces most effectually in 
check, aud prevent the possibility of their assisting you; and 
thus, although you may harass us, put a stop to trade, and 
cause a useless expenditure of blood, it is quite impossible 
that you can ex}^)el us from the country by force. 

Why should \s'c struggle then? You admit to have 
received many benefits from us ; and you profess a desire to 
cultivate our future friendship. It can neither tally, there- 
fore, with your wishes, nor your interests to engage with 
us in unprofitable hostility. 

Although I am without any direct instructions from my 
Government, I will take upon me to say that we do not 
desire to conquer this country for ourselves. Our object is 
to be on friendly terms with its ruler, and to enjoy a 
political influence in it superior to that of any foreign 
power. At present we hold Shah Soojah to be King of 
Aflghanistan, and Shah Zadah Timour to be His Majesty^s 
representative at Candahar; and as the friends of His 
Majesty, we arc bound to consider those who appear in 
arms against us, as the enemies of the Shah and the 
Prince. 

When we receive letters from the Indian Government, 
written’ subsequently to their being informed of the late 
affairs at Caubul, we shall better understand the line of 
policy that is to be adopted for the future, and I shall then 
be able to address a more definite reply to such parties as 
may be duly constituted to receive it. I can only conjecture 
at present that the Government will desire to see Shah 
Soojah rescued from the state of pupilage, in which he is 
now held by the Barukzye Sirdars, and that having restored 
to him the independent exercise of his power, a treaty will 
be entered into with him, or with his constituted authorities, 
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by tbo promioDi of irhich oup futoro procecdiDg», with 
TcfcrcQco to thu country thU bo Jegukted* 


(A true copy of tho tnuulation ) 
Ctndshtr, Fob. 25, IS12 


Bdwa*d Kino Elliot, 
AnAtnnt Pobbcal Agent. 


Sib, 


CmuJalar, Feb, 24^ ISli 


Agreeably to Resolatioa No 3, pawed by tho Goremment 
of India on tho dth ultimo, I do myielf tho honour to 
labmit to you Cnunlatictu of two letten rceeired by mo 
Jrom Pnneo Softer Jong, and the Dooranee Chic6, reepert- 
irely, together mth a traiulated copy of the anJ>Trcr which, 
with yonr opproral, I propoie to aend to thcee eosunonica* 
tions, 

1 bare the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Tour mo»t obedient lerrant, 

H, Eawliniow, 

Pottieal Agent, Caadikr 

To Noti, 

Commandnig at n^nt^rylur 


After this oorrespondence nothing hut tho most oefavo 
hoatihty coiild be expected from the Afrghana without 
and within tho walls of Condahar On tho 27th of 
February General Nott drew up a proclamatioii, stating 
exphmtly the identity of our intercata with those of 
Shah Soojah, and his determination to treat as cnenues 
all who had assembled in anna under Pnoco Sutler 
Jung, This was done with the consent of Pnneo 
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Tiniour. All possible publicity was also given to a 
Government notification of the 31st of January, which 
ran as follows : 

Intelligence having been received, which leaves no room 
to doubt that, lifter the British force at Caubul had 
maintained its position against overpowering niunbers of 
insurgents for more than six ivcchs, the officer commanding 
had judged it necessary, in consequence of a failure of 
provisions, to agree to a convention of the enemy, and to 
retire, in reliance on the faith of that convention, towards 
Jellallabad ; when the troops, exposed to the worst rigours 
of cold and privation in the mountain defiles, and harassed 
by treacherous attacks, suffered extreme disaster; the 
Governor General in Council deems it proper to notify, that 
the most active measures have been adopted, and will be 
steadfastly prosecuted, for expediting powerfid reinforcements 
to the Affgban frontier, and for assisting such operations 
as may be required in that quarter for the maintenance of 
the honour and interests of the British Government. 

The ample military means at the disposal of the British 
Government will be strenuously applied to these objects 
so as at once to support external operations, and to ensui’c 
efficient protection to its subjects and allies. A faithless 
enemy, stained by the foul crime of assassination, has, 
through a failure of supplies, followed by consummate 
treachery, been able to overcome a body of British troops 
in a country removed by distance and difficulties of season 
from the possibility of succour. But the Governor General 
in Council, while he most deeply laments the loss of the 
brave officers and men, regards this partial reverse only 
as a new occasion for displaying the stability and vigour of 
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tlia BritUh power, and the adnmibl® spirit and Yilonr of tlia 
British-Indian arm^. 

By order of the llight IlonoaraUc the Governor GtoerJ 
of India in Ckiuncil. 

T. H. Mujdoci. 

The liext mcasuro vfbich appeared essential to the 
safety of Candobor, and tbo success of such operotioas 
as might become advisable, was the expulsion of the 
Afighans from tlie dty. Thwe were at this time some 
6,000 Affghana within the walls, who were decidedly 
inimical to the BritUh interests. They had been in 
activo communication with the Peoranee camf^ and no 
reliance could be placed upon their abstaioing from a 
treacherona movement at any hour that might suit their 
purposes. Aided by RawHnson, the General therefore 
turned them out of the town, and though, as RawKnson v 
expressed it, the measure had increased the national 
exasperation against the British, still they had secured a 
position in which they might resohitely and confidently 
meet it. The Sheeahs of Candahar, who hod always 
been at enmity with the Dooraneca, were ^suffered to 
remain, as it was expected that in the event of the war 
aiumming an inveterate character th^ would be of great 
utility. 

Wo have alluded in a provious page to the reappear- 
ance upon the stage of a man whoso name is justly 
hdd in unqxialified regard throughout India. Major 
Outram, who, we have .already said, had succeeded 
Mr. Rots BoD, in the capacity of Pohtical Agent 
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in Scinde, opens a communication with General 
Nott, and announces in the detail of the aiTangements 
he had entered into for sending reinforcements, a noble 
resolution to support the General to the uttermost in 
the maintenance of Candahar. Outram had attracted 
much admiration by his gallant pursuit of Dost Ma- 
homed at the commencement of the campaign in 1839. 
But he was not alone brave and daring; he had quali- 
ties of judgment, patience, and temper, which had found 
extensive development in his later employment in the 
political line. In a private letter to him dated 20th of 
February, 1842, Lord Auckland — a most honourable 
and excellent, but nervous and somewhat pliant Go- 
vernor — writes : 

Tliis is probably the last letter that I shall have to wi’ite 
to you, and I would take my leave of you with an assurance 
to you that you have, from day to day, since your late ap- 
pointment, added to that high estimate with which I have 
long regarded your character, and which led me to place 
confidence in you. It is mortifying and gaUing to me to 
feel that plans, which you had nearly brought to successful 
maturity, for great improvements, for the consohdation of 
security and influence, for the happiness of the population 
of immense tracts, and for your own and om' honour, shoidd 
be endangered by events of which our militaiy historj’- has 
happily no parallel. You wiU, I know, do well in the storm, 
and I trust, that as far as the interests confided to you are 
concerned, you wiU enable us to weather it. 

- Outram was feverishly anxious that the British should 
remain in Affghanistan' until the cruel outrages com- 
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mitted in the Nortli had been avenged, and the army 
could retire with honour, credit, and safety. This feel- 
ing ^vus shared by aH the political officers throughout 
tho country and its vicinity. Colonel (now Sir H. M.) 
Lawrence, Mr. (now Sir) George Clerk, and Colonel 
Mackeson, were most earnest for the vindication of the 
British name. They saw vast peril to our InHinn 
dominions if tho prestige of our arms were once 
lost. 

Outram’s letter and its accompammenta are sub- * 
joined. Wo can imagine tho erultatioD under which he 
wrote. 


Dtiai, leth Ftfertuy. 

Hr cKia lUwLixsoir, 

I vrotd a long loiter to Hammenley this moToiogj for tha 
purpose of bemg cooTOjed lo you if poaaible, urging eTcry- 
thiDg 1 could Qgamvt Oeneral Nott obeying any orden bo 
might recejre from Genera] Elphioitoue, enjoiemg ennuna- 
tiOQ, fcc. tc. I tm delighted now to bara to forward a direct 
order from Government to that effect to tha Comminder-ia- 
Chief, and the Commander-m-Chief’s to General Nott m oon- 
•eqaenc^ and $o anziotu I am that thi» aboold reach, that I 
try fending a duplicate tnd Kelai. If It reachef, you may 
■afely entnut your aMwer to the fame channel I truft yo>i 
will receive my letter through Hammerfley, which contain* 
my ideaj on oar poiitioo, nnd what I have tdvUed being done, 
bat I have no time to eater fully on tho inbject here. 

(Signed) J OonuM. 

PiL-Whni a noble opporinnlty Gecerel NoU hu of etro- 

ing distinction I The eye* of the world are on him* Attack 
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the enemy on eveiy occasion, and disabuse the opinion which 
now obtains ground, that the Afghans are a match for us in 
fair field. 

(Signed) J. Outram, 

(Copy.) 

Adjutant-General’s Office, 

Head- Quarters, Camp at Loodiana, 7th Feb. 1842. 

Sir, 

I have the honour, by direction of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, to ackowledge the receipt of your letter. 
No. 446 of the 16th December, with the half-monthly return 
of the troops under your command. 

The Commander-in-Chief directs me to acquaint you that 
Major-General Elphinstone being in the hands of the enemy, 
all orders given by him are null and void — and that even if 
released he is not to retain, or to resume any command of the 
trrops west of the Indus. The Governor General in Council 
does not doubt that if any order was directed to you by Major- 
General Elphinstone to evacuate any of the southern fortresses 
or positions, you have rejected the authority of any such 
directions, in the same manner in which Sir R. Sale rejected 
the order to retire from J ellalabad. You are hereby relieved 
from receiving any . further orders from Major-General 
Elphinstone, and empowered, by the orders of Government, 
to act for yourself, and upon your own distinct military 
responsibility. 

His Excellency is convinced that you have the same views 
and feelings on the subject which are entertained by Govern- 
ment, but it is necessary that he should apprize you that it is 
considered by his Lordship in Council, to be “of the highest 
importance that you should maintain your position at Candahar 
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In concentrated itrength untU you ihoU receire the further 
order* of GoremmniU^ 

I hare iho honoor to be, Sir, 

Yoor obedient tertajit, 

(Signed) J. LtntLsr, Mejor-Qcneral, 

^jQUj)t-Q«o«nloftlii Aimj, 
To Gncnl Wt MoUj ComcuuHnf la Coadthcr. 

(Cop,.) 

• KOnCT SSPABmEJTT. 

Wo have recelred an axprcM dupatched from Air Oerk, of 
tho 1 8lh ioetant, rrilh copie* of tho letter from Major Pottinger 
and Atijor^Oeoeral ElpUaxtone to the addrta of Captain 
Alacgregor of the 2&th December, and of the reply of that 
officer and of AIajot*Gentnl6aU of the 9th inct. 

2, Wo reqoeat ibet yoor Excellency will Iwtrnct Alajer- 
Qenerul PoUook to faforat Alejor-Generet Sale end Captain 
Alacgregor that we highly approve of the jodgment and tpirit 
thown m their reply to the dbeoticma oonveyed to them from 
Canhol ; cmd it U oar aniioo* hope that the poet of Jellalabad 
may have been maintained until It coold have been effeolsally 
ancooured by the foroea proceeding from India- We do not 
doubt dint Alajor-Generol NoUwiil have rejected the authority 
of any dirocbona which may have bocn lent to him by M^or- 
General Elphinatono of a like tenor to thoao tent to Jellalabed} 
and wo would request yoor EicolleDcy aiproaily to mitniot 
him to act for himidf, independently of raoh dlroodoni, upon 
hU own dUtinct mflitary responsibility. Your Eicellenoy 
win oommonicate to Myor-Goneral Nott that it is of the 
highest importance rKat he shoald maintain hi* posiUen at 
Candabar in eoncentraled strength until he shall reoeiro the 
further order* of Government. 

3. We have not received since the commenceojent of the 
innurectlon at Canbul any dispatch, aitbar in tbo Folllical 
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or Military Department, from the British authorities at that 
place, and on our present information we are disposed to view 
the conduct of Major-General Elphinstone, in command of 
the force there, with the most severe displeasure and indigna- 
tion. Your Excellency will, of course, cause a full military 
inquiry to be made into all the circumstances connected with 
the direction and conduct of our troops at Caubul, at the 
earliest period at which such an inquiry may be practicable. 
In the meantime we think it right to direct that Major-General 
Elphinstone shall not retain the command of the troops to the 
west of the Indus, but that the command of the force at and 
beyond Peshawar shall remain with Major-General Pollock. 
It is our direction also that the local command at Jellalabad 
should be vested in Major-General Sale, subject only to the 
direction of Major-General Pollock, and that the authority 
of Major-General Elphinstone should at once wholly cease, 

4. We have to desire your Excellency to consider the re- 
solution to send another complete Brigade as a reinforcement 
to the Peshawur frontier as definitively adopted, and to re- 
quest that you will hasten all the arrangements for the march 
of that brigade, with such amount of treasure and equipments 
as may be indispensable to the maintenance and comfort of the 
troops in that quarter. Your Excellency will give the orders 
which you may think the most suitable in respect to the 
return to India of any portion of the troops which has served 
for the longest period in Afighanistan. 

5. We shall communicate to your Excellency, without an 
instant’s delay, the views which we may be led to form, when 
more complete information of the melancholy events which 
have happened in Afghanistan, and of the actual condition of 
affaim shall bo before us. 

(Signed) AncKLAND, W. Casement, 

W. W. Bird, H. T. Prinsep. 

To Ills Excellency General the Hon, 

Sir Jasper Nicolls, K,C, B., Comraninler-in-CIiief. 

INIarch 1st, 1842. 
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The feeliDg of the Govenunent of Lord Aucklund wai 
this. His Lordship wns on the point of retiring from 
oflBce — in foct, his successor, Lord EUenborougb, was 
then on his way to India; and it was his (Lord Auck- 
land’s) most amdoiis wish not to compromise his suc- 
cessor 03 to any courso of policy, cither of rctentioa or 
retrogression in the Afrghon countries, which he might 
think it expedient to pursue. With this view Lord 
Auckland declared it of the highest importance that 
Alajor-Gencral Nott should mnmtnin his positioD in con- 
centrated strength at Condahar until his receipt of further 
instructiona. The abandonment of Candahar would 
have sealed the frito of Jelhillabad ; and in like manner 
it was felt that Candahar would be endangered if Sir 
Robert Sale, by retiring to India at once, diverted the 
whole attention of the AfTghans from the Northern 
passes to the South. 

More fiiEy thnn the foregoing public letters the fol* 
lowing private communication developes I^nd Auck- 
land's views : 

Dndir, lOtli Fibnmr, 1912. 

Hr UEAA HjLUUUfLST^ 

I viih you ooold contnTO to coUToy to Ravrlinton tho fol- 
lowing extract of Blotter from Mr ColTin,(i*ted Jan. 18 , wUch 
I receited last mght: — 

“ We have the mort diftreMing intelhgenoe from Coaho 
I do not fpoak onlr of the horrible murder of Sir W* ITec- 
noghton but of ternu of mrrendor, which I much ftur that 

nothing but greet military mifdirection conJd hare rendered 

IneTitable. Directiona had been font by General Elphimtouo 
to General Sale to retire from J oUalubed to Peahawer, and he 
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had asked in reply what security lie sliould have for safety in 
retiring, appearances being against an intention to observe 
good faith on the part of the enemy. AYc conclude that similar 
directions will have been sent by General Elphinstone to Gene- 
ral Nott, and that General Nott will have been guided wholly 
by his own judgment in acting upon them. The Commander-in- 
Chief has been desired officially to communicate to General 
Nott that the Government will approve of his having guided 
his past conduct, and desired him to guide it, in future, in his 
own distinct military responsibility, it is added — ‘/t is of the 
highest huportance that 2Lajor-Gcneml Nott should maintain his 
position in concentrated strength at Candahar until he may receive 
further instructions from Government’ This injunction you will 
easily understand is in no way inconsistent with an intention 
of ultimate Avithdrawal from Afghanistan. "We shall with- 
draw bettor if we withdraw deliberately, and upon some 
guarded and fair terras, and you will bo sensible also that as 
Lord Auckland is very shortly to relinquish the Government 
into other hands, he does not wish to compromise his 
successor as to any course of policy, either of retention or of 
early retrogression, in the Affgban countries, which he may 
think it expedient to pursue. A third fresh brigade is being 
hastened on to Peshawer, where we shall have assembled 10,000 
fresh troops. Our hope is thus to leave it in Lord Ellen- 
borough’s power, either to prosecute hostilities or to support 
negotiation by a p)Owerful demonstration, as he may deter- 
mine.” 

Make the portion I have underscored as public as you please, 
but keep all the rest profoundly secret, for I still hope that 
Lord Ellenborough will be for going forward till our honour is 
redeemed, in which case it should never be known that we 
thought of aught else. If General Nott retires, he Avill have to 
summer at Quetta, for it is impossible he can leave Candahar 
so as to arrive in time to pass through Cutchee before the hot 
•season. He will not, I trast, think of retiring until he receives 
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Lord ElUnboroagh'* jflftrooUoni, whom jon gee th« OoTfira- 
msot bATolaft DofeUared u to bU fatore couirc, wbaraas tba 
Candabix foroo retiring in tbo mean time, would completel/' 
place it OQt of hia power to pareoe hoitilitiei, iboold lucb be 
bif wiib, for any moremeot on Caabnl from Pesbtver moit 
be met a Qorrefpondiog odTEnce from Candabar, Sboold 
General NoU capitolate, an iodiepensable article of the terms 
will bo tbo relinqoisbment of all claims on tbe part of the 
Afghans to Sbawl and Srabee; witboat ibis is conceded to it 
is impcttsible bis arm/ can descend tbe Bolan, for, until that 
point is icoared, I shall consider it indispensable to deUia oil 
troops obore tbe Passes. We are boond to protect the Kbanste 
of Ebolat which is not complete, end oonld not be adbrded 
mililtr/ proteoUoo unloM Sbawl is restored to tbe Kbsp, and 
it is cqntil/ neoessar/ that we should bold Brabee eltberon 
bis or on our own behalf, to remoro the on]/ footing of tbe 
ASgbani below the Passes, and their ke/ to Cntcbee and 
Sonde. I am coniinced snob will be ordered by Oorerth 
ment when m/ representation of the ueceswt/ is receircd. 
Tba following extract from Mr Colvin’s letter, above quoted, 
declares tbe determlnallon to give mllitar/ support to the 
Khan, which rejoioes me inaeb, for low iudeed should we 
have been degraded had wo attempted to back out of our 
pledge to Kelat — “ You will have observed from the ratifi* 
cation of the treat/ with Meer Nusseer Khan, of Khelat, 
that it is intended, nudor all circumstances, to maintain a 
powerful position in Bolooobistan, and wo ms/ rel/, I think, 
on haring with us the Braboeo ond Belooh tribes, to whom 
wo give aid, and from whom we exact DOthiug in rcsistfug 
aggrassioQ from Affghanlslnii, and tbo effect of which 
bo to bring destruction on their most nluablo possessions. 

Sly intention Is to adviso keeping our ennies hi force U 
Peihawer and Condahar until next eoasoo, oallbg oat in o 
mean time for more troop# from England to such parts of In 
01 call most for obscrratloaj end a brigade of lie sero® hj 
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landed at Kuracliec, and bronglit up in stearaoi’s to Suklcur, 
where, in the mean time, wc shall have prepared sufficient 
carriage; have that brigade ready here by about this time 
next year, to push on to Candahar, united v.-ilh the Horse 
Artillery and such portions of the Scindc troops as may be 
added. At the same time, a strong brigade to advance from 
Candahar, while the Peshawer troops force the Khyber Pass, 
and move on to Caubul, which tvould most probably submit 
without a blow. For the imposing altitude we should main- 
tain at Candahar and Peshawer, and the knowledge of the 
vengeance preparing, must cause an eager desire on the part 
of the rebel leaders, to avert the storm by early submission, 
and the rest, who may consider themselves loo far compro- 
mised to hope for clemency, to fly beyond reach. We could 
then dictate our own terms, and retire with honour from 
Affghanistan. I really think this is the policy that Lord 
Ellenborough is likely to pursue, for not only is it the only 
means for recovering our position and credit, but the main- 
tenance of armies at Candahar and Peshawer anotlier year, 
will not only cause a break up of the rebels, but also hold the 
Sikh and Scinde Ameers, and the disafiected throughout 
India in check; who will all pause in their machinations until 
they see the result. We shall thus obtain repose for a year, 
during which valuable time we can secure everything in India, 
and receive our return troops from China and Burmah, and 
reinforcements from England. 

I trust at Candahar they will be able to temporize, till the 
views of Government are made known, Avhen I shall take care 
that Generals Hott and Rawlinson shall be easily informed of 
them, for besides sending through you, I shall also send 
through the Khan. 

(Signed) J. Outhabi. 

To Outram’s first letter, after his appointment, Nott 
replied characteristically : 
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Believe me, I never for a moment contempUted rotirmg 
without potiUvo order* from Government , end u to treatmg 
Tilth these people, I never wfll, and I hope no Enghihnun 
will think of domg so I havo now got the determination 
of Goicnunont to hold on by Condahar, and if an army 
from Cauhol should come doivn, or any other cause ansa to 
make mo too weak to keep tho field, I will enter the aty and 
defend it as long as one stone stands open another, and then 
ent my way to Qaettah But I hope yet to aasert tha 
honour of Old England m this moontain land. If there was 
no chance of reinforcement*, I would dash at tho enemy 
daily , bat now I have a card to play, and most calmly keep 
my eye on tho rdtunote object. 

At this tune Nott was agreeably apprized that ho was 
thoncofbrth to draw tbo aBowonco of a General com* 
manriuig a divieixoQ — 40,000 rupees (£4,000) per 
annum, 

Notfs dismchnatioa to move against the enemy until 
he was reinforced, especially in cavalry, caused him to 
allow the Doonmeea to become esceedmgly bold and 
inscdent. They approached the city, plundered tho 
camels, cut up straggleni, impeded the transit of sup- 
phea from the villages to the aty, prervented tho gomson 
from foraging, and destroyed the villages of Chicfr who 
wore friendly to the English At length the General s 
impatienco was worn out , he resolved to strike on 
' efiectunl blow at the hordes of marauders. ABSomblmg 
4,000 fighting men, Skinncr’a Horse, tho Shah s Ca- 
valry, two troops of theShab'a Artillery, six d-pounders, 
Ceptam Blood’s company, four 9 pounders, Ha hH- 
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jesty’s 40tli Regiment, the 15th, 38th, and 42nd N.I., 
six companies of the 43rd N.L, and a wing of tho 
Shah’s 2ud Regiment, Nott at once marched out on the 
7th of March. The result of his expedition is best 
described in his own words. 


CaiuLihav, March 12, 181'2, 

Sin, 

I liavc the honour to acquaint you, for the information 
of the night Honourable the Governor-General of India, 
that during the month of February considerable numbers 
of the rebel forces, under the command of Prince Suffer 
Jung and other Affghan Chiefs, assembled in the vicinity 
of Caudahar, plundering the villages, and by every possible 
means urging the inhabitants to join in an attack upon 
the British troops. In the beginning of the present month 
the enemy approached close to the city of Candahar. 

I made the necessary arrangements for the safety of the 
city, mid leaving a garrison of about 2,600 men in it, I on 
the 7th instant moved with the remainder of my force against 
the enemy. They retired as I advanced ; they were driven 
across the River Tuimuk, and then across the Urgundab. 

_ They would not allow our infantry to come in contact with 
them. On the 9th, we got near enough to open oiu’ guns upon 
them with great effect. They were soon broken, and fled. 
My want of good cavahy only saved them from being totally 
destroyed.. They were dispersed in every direction. 

Dm’ing a mm’ch of five days, opposed to upwards of 
13,000 of the enemy, who had upwards of 6,000 well-mounted 
cavahy continually moving round our column, not a camel 
was taken or a particle of baggage lost. The troops mm’ched 
ivithout tents, both officers and men, and the conduct of my 
artillery and infantry was excellent. 
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or defeat of our plans depend on events in tfaemsclve* 
moat insigniGcant ; how often the alightoat ocddenlsl 
circumstanco operates momentously on our dcatimea. 
To uso a common phmso, our possession of Condahar 
on tho night of the 10th hung by a thread- The 
enemy*8 plan was to have fired the gates at once, and 
made a Bimnltanecrus attack on them; and that thia 
was not carried into effect was certainly the result of a 
moat fortunate ocadeot hfr Philips, Quartennaster of 
the 40th, who had been left behind sick, was intrusted 
\rith the charge of the dtadel gate; before fastening it 
for the evening something fortunately induced him to 
look outsido, and on opening it he saw two or three 
fiiggots laid ogaioat it; immediately it occurred to him 
that they could have been placed there for no good pur- 
pose, and he brought them inside. But for this the 
gate of which he had charge would in oD probability 
have been fired, and an equally spirited attack made on 
it as on the Herat gate, in which event I cannot doubt 
for a moment that the city of Candnhar would have 
fallen, and tho enemy become possessed of all our stores 
and ammunition, two 18-pounders, &c.” 

General Nott’s movement against the Dooraneei, 
leaving Candahar thinly garrisoned, has been called “ a 
military error,” and somo discontent was expressed that 
he did not lay greater stress upon the circumstaDceS 
attending tho defence. Wo confess that wo cannot 
detect tho error. Tlio General had seen the fiital effects, 
exemplified at Caubul, of allowing an enemy to ap- 
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pi'oacli and beleaguer a cantonment and city • he, knew 
that every day would increase the strength of his oppo- 
nents without adding to his own, and all expeiience had 
taught him the value in wai* of the infliction of a 
sudden blow. The strategy of Sufter Jung in drawing 
off the General was an after thought. His first move- 
ment was a cowai'dly retreat, and he did not dream of 
sending off bodies of men to attack the town imtil he 
was satisfied of the hopelessness of trying conclusions 
with Nott in the field. That Nott had justly calcu- 
lated the adequacy of the garrison, well officered as it 
was, to resist an attack was demonsftated by the issue. 
Ramparts and pai’apets, and gates zealously defended, 
are a match for veiy heavy odds. The loss of the town 
because the portals were bui’nt might have reflected on 
those whose duty it was to keep a vigilant watch over 
those weak and accessible points, but could in no way 
have impeached the judgment of the General, who had 
left a sufficiency of men for the protection of the town, 
and justly relied upon the valour and discretion of the 
Commandant. Indeed, so much a matter of com’se did 
Nott consider the defence, that when a party of his 
friends came out from Candahar to meet him on ''his 
return he expressed no sm’prise at the attack, or joy at 
its successful repulse. On the conffaiy, he caused a 
mUitaiy inquiry to he instituted into the cause of the 
incendiarism at the gate, which he regarded ^ the 
resiilt of a gi’ave dereliction of duty. When the in- 
quny, had been concluded, and Nott was satisfied that. 
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or defeat of our plans depend on events in themselvES 
most insigniOcant ; how often tho aKghtest acddmlal 
drcumstanco operates momentously on our destinies. 
To use a common phrase^ our possession of CandahaT 
on tho night of tho lOth hung by a thread. Tho 
enemy’s plan was to havo fired the gates at once, and 
made a simcltaneoua attack on them; and that thi^ 
was not carried into effect was certainly the result of a 
moat fortunate accident. Mr Philips, Quartermaster of 
the 40th, who bad been left behind sick, was intrusted 
with the charge of the citadel gate; befom festening it 
for tho evening something fortunate^ induced him to 
look outside, and on opening it be saw two or three 
fiiggota laid against it ; immediately it occurred to him 
that they could have been placed them for no good pur- 
pose, and ho brought them inside. But for this the 
gate of which he had charge would in all probability 
have been fired, and an equally spirited attack made on 
it as on the Herat gate, in which event I cannot doubt 
for a moment that the dty of Candahar wonld havo 
fallen, and tho enemy become possessed of all our stores 
aad ammunidoD, two IS-pounders, &c.” 

General Nott’s movement ngainat the Dooranees, 
leaving Candahar thinly garrisoned, has been cal led “a 
military error,” and some discontent was expressed that 
ho did not lay greater stress upon the arcumstancefl 
attending tho defence. Wo confess that we cannot 
detect tho error. Tho General had seen the filial effects, 
exemplified at Canbul, of ollo^ving an enemy to ap- 
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proach and beleaguer a cantonment and city ; he, knew 
that every day would increase the strength of his oppo- 
nents without adding to his own, and all experience had 
taught him the value in war of the infliction of a 
sudden blow. The strategy of Sufter Jung in di'awing 
off the General was an after thought. His first move- 
ment was a cowai’dly retreat, and he did not dream of 
sending ofl: bodies of men to attack the town until he 
was satisfied of the hopelessness of trying conclusions 
with Nott in the field. That Nott had justly calcu- 
lated the adequacy of the garrison, well officered as it 
was, to resist an attack was demonsti’ated by the issue. 
Rampai'ts and paiupets, and gates zealously defended, 
are a match for very heavy odds. The loss of the town 
because the portals were bmnt might have reflected on 
those whose duty it was to keep a vigilant watch over 
those weak and accessible points, but could in no way 
have impeached the judgment of the General, who had 
left a sufficiency of men for the protection of the town, 
and justly relied upon the valour and discretion of the 
Commandant. Indeed, so much a matter of course did 
Nott consider the defence, that when a party of his 
friends came out from Candahar to meet him on 'his 
return he expressed no sm’prise at the attack, or joy at 
its successful repulse. On the contiuiy, he caused a 
mihtai’y inquhy to be instituted into the cause of the 
incendiarism at the gate, which he regarded as the 
result of a gi’ave dereliction of duty. When the in- 
quiry had been concluded, and Nott was satisfied that 
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aU had been dono which could have been expected of 
the garrison, ho tranamitted Major Lane^s detail of the 
defence, accompanied by approving comments. 

From Major C. It TV. Lanty eommandmg CanddiMr 
Garrwn, to Capiatn Scotty Major of Brigade, March 
12, iai3 

Sin, 

For the mfomuition of Mijor-Gcncnil Noth commanding, 
I hare the honour to report tio following particuUn of 
an attach made apon Candahor on the night of the 10th 
matant Donug the forenoon of tho abore dat^ huge 
bodies of the enemy, hor»e and foot, were obieried tssein- 
blmg from nil quarters, tabng up a position near old 
Candahar and tho adjoining Tillages , and m the coarse 
of the day their uatnbec npidly increased, parties from 
the mam body moving round and establishing themselves 
in front of the Shiharporo gate. As their object was 
evidently to attack the gsmson, the Political Agent directed 
tho inhabitants to shut their shops and remtin within thnr 
houses, and precautions woro taken to seoiro tho gates by 
p iling bags of gram msidc. 

About 8 o’clock, r in, o desperate attack was made upon 
the Herat gate, and owing to tho darkness of the night, 
somo combustibles were placed near it and igmted unper- 
caved, and lu a few minntgs tho gate was in flames. I 
immediately ordered a party of 100 rank and filo iiwu 
the 2nd Bcgimcnt, and s company from the Shah's 1st 
Infantry, to anpport the guard at the gate, and two guns 
were also placed m position commnndmg the entrance. 

Denso of the enemy hod now collected at this 

point, keeping up an mccssoat and hcaw fire, which was 
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returned with great effect from the ramparts ; but so reckless 
and daring were the assailants, that notwithstanding the 
fearful havoc among them, eight or ten men actually forced 
their way, by tearing do\vn the burning fragments of the 
gate, and scrambling over the bags of grain. These were 
instantly shot; and their fate, together with the galling 
fire from the walls, dismayed the attacking part)% who 
retired about midnight, after four hom-s' resolute fighting. 

Another attack took place at the Shikarpore gate about 
9 p.jr., and a similar attempt was made to fire it, 
which, however, failed, and the assailants were driven back. 
A small party also approached the Caubul gate; but the 
garrison being everywhere on the alert, the enemy were 
compelled to retire about 1 o^clock a.m. of the 11th, and 
when the day broke, not a soul was visible. 

The guards over the several gates were so completely 
sheltered, that not a single casualty occurred; whilst the 
well-directed and destructive fire which was maintained 
for nearly four hours, must have done great execution. 
Upwards of fifty dead bodies were found in and near the 
Herat gate, and from the determined assault of the enemy, 
who came close up to the walls, their loss must have 
been immense; report estimates it at 1,000 killed and 
wounded. And I am informed by Major Rawlinson, Political 
Agent, that Prince S after Jung, Meerza Ahmed, and other 
Sirdars were present, encouraging their assailants. 

A considerable quantity of grain was unavoidably destroyed 
at the Herat gate; but as it presented a strong bamer, 

I trust the sacrifice will be considered unimportant. ■ This 
gate has been built up, and the others have been temporarily 
barricaded with gi-ain bags. 

Before concluding my report, I would beg to acknowledge 
the valuable assistance rendered me on this occasion by 
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Major Eawhnaon, PoUtusl Agont, and Captain Bipley, Fort- 
AdjutanL The aerUoni of crcry ofBcer and loldicr in gtr- 
nion were nnronutUngi and it afford* me mfipTta pleaanre to 
bear testimony to tho admirable conduct of all paitiea donng 
the attack. 

I hare, &c., 

Oau. H. W. Laub, Mijor^ 
CdBiDUidiQg Caadahtf QtrefoO) 
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CHAllGES. 

Lieuiemmt "William Nott, of the 2u(i Battalion of Bengal Volun- 
teers, commauding a detaebraent serving as jMarines, on boai’d tbo 
Honourable Company’s late armed ship, Lord Castlereagb, put in uiTest 
by Captain George JRobertson, Commander of that ebip, on tbo 30tb 
July, lSO-1. 

Ist. — “Bor nusoldierliko conduct on tbo forenoon of tbo 2-ltb. 
July, ISOf, in being improperly dressed whilst on sboro on 
duty.” 

2nd. — “ Obstructing and preventing tbo orders I bad issued, as 
Commanding Officer, on shore, at tbat'time, from being com- 
plied with, without his being addressed or spoken to on tbo 
subject.” 

3rd. — "Disobedience of tbo orders abovo-mentioned, after they bad, 
been given to him by mo.” 

4tb. — “Neglect of duty, on or about the 29tb July, 1804, in not 
having reported himself to me, as Commanding ^Officer*, on 
board the Lord Castlereagh, after the re- embarkation of the 
detachment on board that ship.” 
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A hxin h n g htmelf from hij pwt m sn enamj’i port, 
out leiTo, tho wbolo night of tho Mth of Jolj, ^nr^ng tho 
coaflngration of ilm enemj’t Btooloda Port*.'’ 

(Signed) G*o BonxMtoy, Ciptifai, 

Son. Compfljiy'i Ship, Lord CutlerMgh. 
By antlionty of Hii Exoellai^ tho Moat IfoUa the Qoremoe 
General, and OapUin GenenL 

(Signed) H. L. OixonArr, Colonel, 

JiNln ^droeu* Octxnl. 

P«l WlllUm, l(hh DeetmUr, 18M. 


SKNTSNOE, 

Tho Ooort, upon tnctnre of the whole tnaftivi* 

them, are of opinion that pnaoner, X^enteunt w ilrimi Is 
not guilty of tho flrat, aooond, third, and fourth ohwgoa, of whiohhe U 
hereby ooqnittod. 

In reepoot of tho fifth charge, tho Court are of CFpImm that lawi* 
tenant WilUam Sott left the Honourahla Ccsapony'a aUp, tho Lord 
Caatlereogh, on tho ermung of the SOlh July lart, withont peradakn 
fosnally rfrtunod i but, m it appeara to the Court that Captain 
Bobertoon traa fhlly appnaed of lieutenant AV iniam Sott a intended 
departure, to which no objeetuai wna Tniu^*, notvntbatandmg the high 
Importance of hia (Xaeuteuant Kott a) pr ea cnoe on board, which the 
tenna of tho charge tuI the eridonoe of tho prcaecutor both imply 
I3io Court are fhrther of <^uakiQ, Xioutenast li'ciU waa vmmoted 
in inferring Captain Bobertaon’a oooaoit to htf going on board the 
Bombay fagate, and upon that groand tho Court hanourahly aorput 
him, tho lieutenant and he la horeby honourably acqu itte d 
of tho whole of the fifth charge, Ti* — 

“Abaenting Knnaiilf from hia poat, m inenamy’a port, without 
leare, the wlude of the night of the SOth of July, during the canfia- 
gration of the enemy's Stoekado Forta.” 

(Signed) J. Mouia, Cok mel, 

Pmtdfat* 

(Signed) IL L. Oawxut, 

Juif« AdwKil* Ocwfal. 

Fart WUmm, Dmtabar SPiN IfiW. 

I appTOYe and confirm tho aeoteaco of tho Court, and I direct that 
lieutenant ITott bo released forthwith from orreat. I Anther direct 
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thnt llu5 pn^.Mvutor, Cnpiiiin lloborl.«on, be nduioiiiabctl by <ho Court, 
ill my name, to use more caution in (ho course of his future service, in 
preferriu}; accusations against oflicers ivho may bo employed on board 
of his ship. 

(Signed) WcLLE3i,r,Y. 

JJy command of His ICscellency, 

(Signed) J. Aumstuono, 

Jlililary Secretary. 

(True c-xtract.) 

(Signed) G. C. Hatcit, Captain, 

I)cpu(y Judge .Advocate CeneraJ, 

In cli.irge of Judge Advocate General’s Oflicc, 
Judge Adiocale Gciicrars Olfice, 

Calcutta, hr J January, ISOj. 
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PROOLAMATIOK. 

( R^ftmd to tajMgi 77 9 f VoU I ) 

Hio Higfat HoQCKirtUd the Goremor Genenl of Imfa* hiring, 
mth the coneorrenee of the Sopremo Cormcal, directed the memhligo 
of a Bntoh foreo, for tamee teroa the Indoa, hii Lordihip deems it 
proper to pribluh the foUoviog expoeUion of the reisom irhieh here 
lod to this imporUnt losuiire 

2. It is a sutter of notonetjr. that the tmtles entered into I 7 the 

Sntoh Goramobant, in the Tear 1832, viih the Ameer* of Brin da, the 
]!!Tatnh of Bahanlpare and Hshanjah Bosjeet Sin/dy had for their 
object, bj opening the nangahoa of (he Ihdni, to (jte exteif 

Mfm of Oommeree, cod to gmhi fbr the Brlhsh nation, hi Centnl 
Ana, that leptiinate infloence which an inlerohange of bfneflta axrald 
nifa rally prodooe. 

3. With a new to inrite the ud of the dt fod^ nlezs of 

to the measures neoesacry for ginng AiQ effect to those treaties. Cspt* 
Barnes was deputed, towards the close of the year 1833, on s n nwfin 
to Dost Mihomed KTian, tlie CSiiaf of OahuL The onginsl ohjecii 
of that offlcer^i misima ware purely of a conmiezoial natnro. 

•L Whilrt Cspi. Barnes, howetur, was on his jouin^ to Csbal, 
informataoo was reoeirod by the Goramor Ganersl, that the troops of 
Dost Mihomed Tnian made a sudden unproroked attack on 
those of oar sneioot «By, Mahsr^ch Sonject Singi,. It was nala- 
raHy to bo apprehended that TTk TH g^inM the Maharajih would not 
ho slow to srenge this aggression 1 and it was to be feared that the 
fl>Tnw of irar, bamg onoe in the Tc u y regions into which wo 

were eadesToucing to om eonnneree, the pcseeW and beneflHil 

porposo* of the Bnfctsh Gorunmicnt would be sltc^thsr fruslratod. 
In order to sTcrt a result so emlstoitous, the Gorcnior General rosolTcd 
on Bathorixmg Ospi. Bomos to intnnato to Dost iTahomed KTi i n thst, 
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if lie sliould evince a disposition to come to just and reasonable terms 
witL. tbe Mabarajab, bis Lordsbip would exert bis good offices witb TTia 
Higbness for tbe restoration of an amicable understanding between tbe 
two powers. Tbe Mabarajab, witb tbe obaracteristio confidence 
wbicb be bas uniformly placed in tbo faitb and friendsbip of tbe 
British nation, at once assented to tbe proposition of tbe Governor 
General, to tbo cfiect that, in tbo moan time, hostilities, on bis part, 
should bo suspended. 

6. It subsequently came to tbe knowledge of tbe Governor General, 
that a Persian army was besieging Herat, that intrigues were actively 
prosecuted tbi'ougbout Aflgbanistan, for the purpose of extending 
Persian influence and authority to tbo banks of, and oven beyond tbe 
Indus ; and that tbe Court of Persia bad not only commenced a course 
of injury and insult to tbo officers of Her Majesty’s mission, in tbe 
Persian territory, but bad afibrded evidence of being engaged in 
designs wboUy at variance witb tbe principles and objects of its aUiance 
•with Great Britain. 

6. After much time spent by Capt. Brnmes, in fi'uitless negotiation 
at Cabul, it appeared that Dost Mahomed Khan, chiefly in consequence 
of bis reliance upon Persian encouragement and assistance, persisted, 
as respected bis misunderstanding with tbe Sikhs, in using tbe moat 
uni'easonable pretensions, such as tbe Governor General could not, 
consistently witb justice and bis regard for tbe friendsbip of Mabai’ajab 
Punjeet Singh, be tbe channel of submitting to tbe consideration of 
Bis Highness ; that be avowed schemes of aggrandizement and 
ambition, so injurious to tbe security and peace of tbe frontiers of 
India ; and that be openly threatened, in furtherance of these schemes, 
to call in every foreign aid which be could com m a n d. Ultimately, bo 
gave bin undisguised support to the Persian designs, in Afighamatan, 
of Ibe unfriendly and injurious character of which, as concerned the 
British power in India, he was well apprised, and by his utter disregard 
of the views and interests of the British Government, compelled Capt. 
Burnes to leave Cabul without having effected any of the objects of his 
mission. 

7. It was now evident that no fruther interference could he exercised 
hy the British Government to bring about a good tmderstanding between 
the Sikh ruler and Dost Mahomed Khan, and the hostile policy of tho 
latter Chief showed too plainly that, so long as Cabul remained under 
his government, 'wo _conld_ uever hope that the tranqniUiiy of our 
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nmghbcntthood wouU bo tecaicd, or that Ibo iolero^t* of oar Icdua 
EmjRTB would bo proMrred, inra^ato. 

8* Tbo GoTomoT Goaeral doeizii it m tbn pJwo acocMuy to r or g r t 
to tbo »t»ge of Herat, aad tbo oonduut of tlxo PanUn piti mL 
tioge of tbo Gilj bu now boon earned on b/ tbo Porsian juidt’ far 
many montbs. Tbo attack it woo a moat anjaatillBblQ and crad 
aggrcttion, porpotratod and continuMl notwitbctandin^ tbo soii 

wpcatod remanatraneci of tbo BntUU Knroy at tbo Coort of Penia, 
and after orery just and beeotnmg oiTar of actommodabon Vifm 
made and recocted. Tbo besiegod haro bobarodwitb gallantly tul 
forUtode worthy of tbo joataco of tbeir oanoo, and tbs Ooremor Ge« 
naral would yot mdolgo tbo Ixope, that tbeir bwmTm nay omAln 
to majntarp a tncoossM defence, until lusccnm eball imob tbem from 
Bntiah India. In tbo meanfemio, tbo nltoiior of Penu, afect^ 

mg tbo mtareita of tbs Bntaali Gorenunoni bare been, by a n io o ea ikm 
of erentt, more and marp openly maniibatod. Q3is Goreroor Oenoral 
baa reoently aacertamod, by an ofElaal despatch from Mr Meincll, Her 
ilajeaty'a Enroy, that BIi Eioeilenoy baa been cmnpeHed, by tbo n> 
frual [of hu jnft damurta, and by a ajitemafre ooiuf ft of durespeet 
adopted towards bnni by the Faman ftm grTvmmt, to tbs Orot of 
tbo Sbah, and to make a pnblie dsdaiatioQ of the ft*— faf** of all mtiw 
ooniM between the two GomninenU ^Dio neeeaaity tmdff wUab 
Great Bntam ia placed, of regarding tbs preaent adranee of tbo Pff 
■Wi arm* nto Affgtimiftm u m aot of hoalflity towarda beisel^ baa 
alio boon officially oommanicatod to tbo Sbab, under tbo eiprcaa wder 
of Her Majea^f Gorenuaant 

9 The Cbiela of n-wr^iKAr (brotberv of Doet ilabmned JHi a n of 
OabolJ bnye nTOwed tbeir adbaronee to tbo Pe nfai o policy, with the 
tama ftH knowledge of ita oppodtun to tte ngbla and interoeta of iha 
n n U «>i nation in TnAia , nnA bare been openly aaaiitang 1^ tbs opera* 
aona against Herat. 

10. In tbs enna of aflain ooaaoqnent upon tbo rettremont of oor 
^r ny f itwn Cabol, tbs OoTcmoT General felt tbs nnportancs of takisg 
mtaaurca Cat arreating tbs refdd progresa of fortign intTgos 
md a gg re sal on towardi our own temtones. 

IL Hia ottsnfaon waa naturally drawn at tbia oonianctafs to tbs po- 
ition and of SocJab^Moolk, a mcoardi wbo, when ia 

tower, coffdiaHy acceded to the masaorea of muted rosiitaJKW to 
ntenial enmity, wbidi were at that time judged ncectaary by tbs 
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iisli Goyerniaonfc, aad wlio, on Lis cmpiro being usurped by its present 
rulers, Lad found an Lonourable asylum in tLo British dominions. 

12. Ifc Lad been clearly ascertained, by the various officers wLo Lavo 
^^sited AilgLanistau, tlint iLe Barukzyo Chiefs, from disunion and 
unpopularity, ■were unfitted, xmder any cu'cumstonces, to bo useful 
allies to the British Government, and to aid us in our just and necessary 
measiures of national defence. Yet so long as they refrained li’om pro- 
ceedings so injm'ious to our interests and security, the British Govern- 
ment acknowledged and respected their authority. But a different 
policy appeared to be now more than justified by the conduct of those 
Chiefs, and to bo indispensable to om* own safety. The welfare of our 
possessions in the East requires that wo should have on our Western 
frontier an ally who is interested in resisting aggression and esta- 
blishing tranquiUity, in the place of Chiefs ranging themselves in 
subservience to a hostile power, and seeking to promote schemes of 
conquest and aggi-andizement. 

13. After a serious and mature dehberation, the Gnvomor General 
was satisfied that a pressing necessity, as well as every consideration of 
policy and justice, warranted us in espousing the cause of Shah Soojah- 
ool-Moolk, whose popularity throughout Affghanistan had been proved 
to his Lordship by the strong and xmanimous testimony of the best 
authorities. Having arrived at this determination, the Governor 
General was farther of opinion that it was jxist and proper, no less 
from the position of Maharajah Eunjeet Singh, than fi'om his unde- 
viating friendship towards the British Government, that His Highness 
shoxild have the offer of becoming a party to the contemplated opera- 
tions. Mr Macnaghten was accordingly deputed, in Jxme last, to the 
Court of His Highness, and the result of his mission has been the 
conclusion of a Tripartite treaty by the British Government, the 
Maharajah, and Shah Soojah-ool-MooIk, whereby His Highness is 
guaranteed in In' a present possession, and has boxmd himself to co- 
operate for the restoration of the Shah to the throne of his ancestors. 
The friends and enemies of any one of the contracting parties have 
been declared to be the friends and enemies of all. Various points have 
been adjusted, which had been the subject of discussion between the 
British Government and His Highness the Maharajah, the identity of 
whose interests with those of the Honoxxrable Company has now been 
made apparent to aU. the surroxmding states. A guaranteed indepen- 

VOL. I. H H 



466 


ATPKNDEL 


doaco wiU, upon faToumblo coudibons, bo Icndircd to tlio ATmum of 
Scmde j and IIxd integrity of Herat, in tbo potieuxon of ili preKat 
mloT, rrill bo foUy rcipcoted ( irhile, by tbo mcaiurci ocrmpleted or m 
progrea#, it may nvnonabl y bo hoped that tbo genend freedom and 
aecority of commoroo irill bo promolod , tbnt tho nirmw «nii jB*t 
roflunune of tho SntuK GorcHunent viH gain their proper fbotmg 
among tho nahre* of Central Aam I h- ppi^ nHItty mn be 

upon tho moat important fruaber of and that a laiting bamer 
irill bo raiacd agamrt mtnguo and encroochment. 

IX HU Hajeity Shah SoqjahHxd-hlooIh iriU enter Afghani ttia 
■ur ro un dod by lui own troopa, and will bo lopported agamit foreign 
intorlcronce and factiema cppo&tioii by a Sntiah imiy Ttio GotcT' 
nor Gfinaml cooEdantlj hopoa tbiit tho Shah will bo epeeddy rcplaeod 
on bii throne by hia own tnbjocU nod odherenU, and when once ho 
thaQ bo aoenred in power, and tho independenco and mtagnty of 
Airgbanutan citabhahod, tho Brlti fb army wHl bo withdiarni. Tho 
Garaznar Ganenl hai been led to thoao Toctfuna by tho duty vlneh 
U ixopoacd upon him for prondiog for tho aecmity of tho potfcuiima 
of tho Bntiah crown t bnt ho rgoieea m tho dUchvgo of tins 
doty, ho wiE bo onablod to amt m rcatanng tho union and pruipen^ 
of tho Affghan people Throu^urot the epproodnng opcratuai*, Eri- 
tUh tnftrmn ro wilt bo aodoloualy employed to ftirthcr emry rneamro of 
general benefit 3 to reooncOo difiaronoca 3 to Konre obhrioa of Ujo* 
net I and to put en end to tho dUtraetkau by vhieJi, far to many 
yeazf, the welfare and happiness of tho Affghana hare boon impaired. 
Etch to tho Ohtofs, whooo hoatilo proocedingf hare girca joat cawo of 
offence to tho Bmtiah OoTenmicnt, it will seek to •eeuro liberil and 
hcmoxirablo treatment, on their t^.TK^^»T^T^|J early ruhmfsmoa, and ccasiag 
from oppoaitioa to that oourao of mcaanret which may bo judged tho 
moat lultablo for tho gcmeral adranlage of their ocmntiy. 

By Order of tho 

Hi glit Hon. tho Goremor General of Indiif 
TV. H. ilaowinninf, 

Secrotaiy to the Goremor of India, with tho Gorernof GcneraL 
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Till-: DKFKNCK oK KAHl^X, I5V CA^FAIN 

LKWl.S i;uo\vx. 


( ! r.» j ‘ijc - I- f.J 


'J'lO liiV u-.l ].y >!>-• .Iiirliis' 

bl.vFiao ]ho;j lie' .Ttiuii in j.-.urn;!l la-i.t liy Capliiiu Fowls 
llrwiiii. A ui’To ruia.'Uitii' liitiTCi'tiii;; .‘-l-iry is scari’cly on rccoul. 

TIjo inlroiluclion oJXue’U n:i in tin' lii.itory ot the canipnigii in 

Upper tfi'ir.'.ii' is tiivri* tli-in jij<tit).ib!c — it !S iiulisiu'nsul'lo to llio coin- 
pk'tviK'jS ut* tlu' narrative. Urowji w;y n :40utl .'eoldicr.niul an oxcellcnt, 
ainglc-Iiearied man. TIii.* Avriti-r of tlu'M- i)a4cs knew* Inin while yet a 
cadet (they were i-hipmatc.t and fi-ic-nds for rievernl months) and though 
tho simplicity of hi 1 character did not then furnish warranty of the 
sagacity ami iutclligcnco lie subaciiucntly displayed, there was always 
ground for the asaiirance that in the the contingoney of war he wou 
bo found comporting himself with all courage and eonstauu}. 


ifay 12th.— I got tlie dctaclimcnfc into the fort dui-ing the day, and 
found the inside of all the bastions dostro 3 'ed, some still smo u^. 
sepoy, strolling out without his arms, was cut down witluu oOO yarcs 
of the fort, and his head severed from Ids body. Clarke, with twenty 
horsemen, had a long clnise after the enemy, but eould not touc om. 
However, ho sent in information of some grain stiU stimding, an 
sent out a party, and secured titty camel-loads of wheat in t e st . 
The party also found tho gates of Iho lort iu a Held about tw o es o . 

13th.— During the night tho Bclooohccs commenced bummg tho 
wheat they could not carry away in tho da^'-tiuic, so I scut out auo e • 
party and secured fifty more camel-loads. I commenced clearing on 
tho largo well, into which the Beloochees had thrown large logs ot 

H H 2 
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donoo will, upon InvoTirablo conditiaM, b« tcndOrod to tlie Amf-m of 
Sc ra dfl , and tlio ontognty of Hmxtf in tlio poocioon of iti prctent 
ruler, win bo folly reapeoted , while, by the rucaunre* completed or m 
progreu, it nmy rcnjonably bo hoped thwt tbo general irtodom and 
acCOTity of ocnnmrrco will bo promoted , that tho tibtpw and jost 
inflncneo of tho Bntuh GoronuDcnt will gam thar proper fboting 
among the natirca of Central Aeia | that tmngulllity will be eiiahhahed 
upon the moat important frontier of India, and that n bating bamer 
will bo nuecd egamat mtnguo and encroadunenU 
14 JTii Majetty Shah Scajah-ool-AIooIh will enter Affghaniitaa 
fnmmuiod by hia own troopa, and W01 bo enpported agunct feetagn 
mtopforence and factious opponbon by a Ttnbih army !nto Gorcr- 
n® General conUdonlly hopes that tho Shah will bo speedily replaced 
on hii throne by hb own subjects and adhoronts, and when onoe ho 
shall bo scenred m power, and tho independence and mtegzity of 
AfFghanistan cctahluhod, tbo British onny will bo withdrewm the 
Goremor General has boon led to these measures by tho duty which 
u nnposed upon bm for pronding for tho sceonty of the p oae nin oi 
of tho Bntijh qow n i but he rojoloes tbst, m the discharge of this 
doty, ho win bo enabled to tsnsi in restoring the tmiog and pnapcdly 
of tho Affflhan pcxFplo. Throughout tho approedimg (^teatumi, Bd< 
tish mftuenco wilt bo scdulouily employod to further erery meaniro of 
general benefit j to reconcile difference* i to leouro obliTion of inju- 
ries j ond to put an end to the distractians by which, for so many 
years, tho wcKkre and happincsi of tho AfT g'hma hare been Impaired. 
Bren to tho whoso hostile proooedings have gireu just osnso of 

offcnco to the Bntiih GoTernment, it will aoek to securo libcrsl snd 
hoDOurahle i I' fts tn ifTit , on thdr teudciiiig early submisaion, and ecasmff 
from Dppoiiliou to that ocrureo of measure* which may b« judged tho 
most luitahle for tho gcmsral advintage of them ocuntry. 

By Order of tho 

Bight Hon. tho Goremor Gtmml of India, 

1?. H, ilnJWAQniiar, 

Beoutary to the Goremor of India, with the Gorcruor QencraL 
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donco win, upon CiroumHi) condltloiii* bo toudfrej to tlio Amccn of 
Scmdo I and tim integrity of Herat, m tho po*»cuicin of iti pwaant 
nJer, win bo folly reipeotcd j while, by the moaiure* ocanpletod or m 
progroti, it may r on u Tnabl y bo hoped that the genorul freedom and 
aocority of oemmeroo will bo pTomolod, that tho inmm and jurt 
i nfl o op co of the Bntuh Qoronmumt will g»un thwT proper footmg 
ainong the naiiTCS of Central Aaia I that tranquillity will be eetaUuhod 
upon the meet important frontier of Indio, and that a luting bamer 
wiE bo rmacd agomat mtnguo cneruechment. 

Id. Hli Ma^cfty Shah Soo|ah>ool>hloolh vill enter Affghaidstan 
tuiTOunded by hu own troops, and will be lupported tgiinai foreign 
intorfcrence and factuma opposilian by a 'Rntub ecDy. G!ho OoTcr> 
nor Qenoral confidently hopes that the SWi will be fpecdUy replaced 
on hu throno "bj lua own nhjeoU and odharanla, and when once ho 
■hall bo aeonrod m power, and tho Independoiee and mtegnty of 
AfTghflmafan cstahluhod, tho Bnttah oxmy will bo withdrawn. Hu 
Goremor General haa boon led to thrso mrsiarra by the duty which 
11 imposed u po n litm for proniimg for the ■ccauty of the poaacaocaii 
of tho Bntiih crown . but bo rc^oioos that, in tho diaehargo of thu 
duty, ho will be to mat In ratoring Iho imiccQ and pnspen^ 

of tho Affghnn people. Throughoot the opprcaAmg op era bema, Bii* 
iJih mftneneo wilt bo aedoloualy onplpycd to farther orary mrararo of 
general benefit j to rooondlo diSerencoi t to aoewre otlmoo of Inju* 

•rli>f f anfl tO pUt CR nnd tO the dttta- aiWvmi by which, ftcf BO lOMXlJ 

jtexti the weHaro and happmesa of tho Afighau hero boon impaired. 
Eren to tho Ohiafr, whoto boatila procoodmga harw giron Juat eaaio of 
offenoo to tho Brhuh Gorenimcirt, it will aoek to aecuro liberal tad 
honourable troctment on tbalr tendering esily gubmi ia i op, and cetaing 
from oppontum to ibat ooutso of meaauret which may bo judged the 
most luitabb for tho genertl adrantago of thnr eoanfry- 

By Order of tho 

Bight Hon. the Oorornor Gooaral of India# 

"W H SliOTaonnw, 

Socrotary to tho Qor en ug of Tndia, with tho Gorernof Groeral. 
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THE DEFENCE OF KAI4UN, BY CAFFAIN 
LEWIS BROWN. 

( Rtferred to in ^age 242 of Yol. I. ) 


The life led hy the garrison during the live months of their painful 
blockade has been described in a joui-nal kept by Captain Levris 
Brown. A more romantic and interesting story is scarcely on record. 
The introduction of such an episode in the history of the campaign in 
Upper Soinde is more than justifiable — it is indispensable to the com- 
pleteness of the narrative. Brown was a good soldier, and an excellent, 
single-hearted man. The writer of these pages knew him while yet a 
cadet (they were shipmates and friends for several months) and' though 
the simplicity of his chai'acter did not then furnish wari-anty of the 
sagacity and- intelligence he subsequently displayed, there was always 
ground for the assurance that in the the contingency of war he would 
be found comporting himself with all courage and constancy. 

. May 12th. — I got the detachment into the fort during the day, and 
found the inside of all the bastions destroyed, some still smoking. A 
sepoy, strolling out without his'arms, was cut down within 600 yards 
of the fort, and his head severed from his body. Clarke, 'with twenty 
horsemen, had a long chase after the enemy, but could not touch them. 
However, ' he -sent in information of some grain BtUl standing, and I 
sent out a party, and secured fifty camel-loads of wheat in the stalk. 
The party also found the gates of the fort in a field about two miles off. 

13th. — During the night the Beloochees commenced burning the 
wheat they could not cany away in the day-time, so I sent out another 
•party and secured fi:^ more camel-loads. I commenced clearing ont 
the large well, into which the Beloochees had thro'wn large logs of 

' H H 2 
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timber, aiid oilier Jdadi 0 / lorobcr* jin nnfbrtaiuto doolj-iralla viu 
tmoUiered m gobg doBH to facten on % ropo. 

lUL — I wu boiy all daj m rapamog baitiooi and pnUnjg ap 
ilia gate* { m tie farmar 1 fbxmd layar* of cw^iang oorerad orer wiib 
cartli, aoioo itiH imolaog, and nater toomj to hare no effect m puUniji 
out tbo fire. 

ICth. — llie return conToy under Ckrko itarted thu morning at ttro 
amn 01 rcui4 to Poologoe. I had received ittrttuctiona firom tho 
brigadier to inarwue tho number of mfentiT', if I thought it neoeiaary. 
I did ao, mtli a lubedir’a party, oooaialjDg 0 / fire harildara and cughly 
rank and flic. Clarke took over the dnt nrhcn I toppoee^ 
flniiing no oppontum at the dUHcutt paia of Kudboak, ho lent 
back, pToccedmg on hiniaolf vnth the original party, and TOO empty 
eamela. About tirelre o'clock a dooly vaba (a dody and nx 
oocompamod the aobedar'a party) camo running in mlh the droadfhl 
report that every man of the fnbedar’a bad been muncrcdl 
Slik-~Bi«patchod a oewd onretninlo theplama; and kaoring the 
anziaty vould be felt, regarding not only our pment but our 
Aiiure fate, repo rt ed to TIw gajMf StaTonacm my having atm four 
monthi fupply of prorifiona left, that I vould do my utmoat to 
hold tho fort. 

SitlL.*—Thmking there Ta* not morti eh an re of another oonvoy 
coining up, I took a atnet account of (he prpriiuaiJ, putting tl»d men 
on half raiicna. All handa were bu^atjcngthenlng the fort. I divided 
tho detachment into four dintioQi, ginng each a aide to d efend , and 
■waa obliged to bring orery man on duty at night for four of a auipnaa. 
Krom Una to tho S7th wo were boiy clearing tho ground in the ahapo 
of troc* or ahruba for 200 yirda round the fert outaidc. 

yriTi. — An iaprc*i from Xcautenant Jjxh amvod in town tod*y» 
laying ho waa ooming np wiib 200 bone, to lo* what had become of u* 
and to open the oommnmcatKm Sent back tho cocad immediately , to 
tell him CO no account to attempt it, ai> if d efen ded, ho could nercr 
force the Nuffboak Paaa, portioalirly with horn. 

38th. — TTuimtng , when the foia^g pwty were out ao®* horaa- 

men wero loea prowling about the bed of the nver The aaacmbly 

waa founded, and aome eerca or eight howemea. mcro bold Uma the 
rent, camo wUliin long muaket range, and a aepoy ahot cm*. 
then moved off at ipecd, Enkme getting a long ihot and lilEnS 
another. 
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• 201:li, 30tli, and Gist. — Busy cleaving out tank, wliicli had become 
most odensivc, and also commenced digging deep trenches along the 
foot of tho walls, inside, planting sharp-pointed stakes in them, pulled 
down all houses touchiug tho walls, to prevent tho enemy landing, 
should they succeed in mouuting tho walls in overwhelming numbers. 
This gave them a drop-leap of twenty-live feet, on to a body of 
stakes. 

.Tune dth. — Commenced digging a fresh well, tho other wells 
containing very bad water, causing bad nlccrs on tho men ; but finding 
water at all in tho fort was a most fortunato circumstance, as any 
party sent down to the river would certainly have been cut up. 
Bcceived an express from the Political Agent, intimating that I must not 
expect reinforcements from Sukkur, but that a request had been made 
to Capt. Bean, at Quetta, to obtain, if possible, the assistance of a tribe 
called ICahurs, inhabiting the hills in tho Bolan, and deadly enemies 
of the Alurrces. 

7th, 8th, and 9th.— Nothing new sthring, and working parties are 
employed strengthening an old inner fort, which, in case of our being 
hai-d pushed, wUl contain all tho supplies, and two wells out of the 
thirty. The Banyans employed in filling all tho empty gi-ain bags 
with sand ; Lascars busy cutting good stout clubs for all the followers. 
I commenced bringing the latter on duty at m'ght, as look-out men, a 
fourth part of them being attached to each division. The enemy are 
getting more harassing daily, firing at every man who appears 200 
yards from tho walls. I finished tho new bastion, on tho opposite 
fort, for a gun. "We con now ply it from both sides, having a good 
road made from one bastion to tbo otbei’. 

15th. — Cossids camo in this morning, bringing intelligence of tbo 
AlmTees and Boogtees having agreed to stand by each other,* and 
attack ns on tho approaching dark nights, with their whole force. I got 
the front of the gateway well palisaded ; from this to the 25th, nothing 
new, all working at tho defences most cheerfully, and every man 
seeming to think that the safety of the whole depends on his individual 
bravery. Treat sepoys kindly, and I do not think they will ever fail 
at the push. Nearly fourteen years of rmihtermpted regimental duty, 
I think, entitles me to give an opinion on this point, and that, before 
formed, is now fully confirmed. 

29th. — ^No appearance of any night attack, as reported, but this 
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morning nlwot 150 Beloocliaea cwno iweepng rcRmd tlio fort TJnfor* 
20 buQook dBTcn irCTe out forugtug, moro Qru aniilfl iffn^ 
tbo Tirer, atotriTy to my moit poi»h.T« otdar** eoutec^ufaeu ^rta, 
they WOT© cat off, tnd sunoondod by tbo oaiinj, ’triio ^ 

regular ikugiitor Fortunately, Bnicma to Krar luoad tli» 

gnn, and diuw out about forty man in tin direction, well yj 

tba baitiDn. By ttcie metni wo managud to wtb, tm out of tho 
twenty A ahell firom thn gun »ont tba cnaniy to tha nj^-tbout, od 
the por^ tarrod ai a nllymg point for those who oculd maiugs to 
escape Ono of thn latter, who managed to ooncesl bTmtjdf under a 
bush, Iicard our poor feflowa beg for roarty, but Kniieem Khan, the 
Obief, who was fupermtendmg the slaughter, hept crying oot “hlaro, 
msro.'' This bH took place in the bed of the mer, and was not ricibki 
fkpm the fort. He also says, he sow the shrapnel hucat, n^mamciDgit 
ihinn, knocking orer three, and dispersing the rest I had sn opfcs- 
tumty thi* Tnoming of promoting two sepoys, fox brerery Diey 
wero out cutting iotage, near the fort, with Kooe edgbt or toi camel' 
men, when about twenty Bcloochees, at speed, itiarVnd theon Instead 
of ramung for it, the two sepoyi eocUy stood still* asd fired into thiir 
faces, wounding one of Tht* was guitd rufflfiont for the 

Boloodhoes, who turned and fled. Bhd the sepoys retreslod under 
tho walls, the cainal-maa "intt hare boen cut up Ibis mom n i g wu 
full of adrontures. Wo neatly lost the only sheep wo had left* Tho 
Bcloochees got botwoec them and the fort, but were too eager to cut 
up tho ramwl ttipti to toe thprn. They would hsTo becu a sad loss to 
US, for not another eould we get 

July 7tli.' — An eiprott amred from Oapt Bean at Quetta, oflenng 
uasistanco, grut regretting the positiau fai which I was placed. Ihe same 
post also brought a letter from the Pobliral uigent at BhUcnrpoor, to say 
it was intended to act on tho dafonuTW until the t ea i on . opens. Fifty 
Beloocheo horsenwn kicked up a great dust this afternoon. EnHne 
emptied throoof thmr isddl» They bad boon snugly Hd til day m 
tho nvar, ready to out off sny parties who Ttnturod caitsklt. 

0th— We are getting used to the P eloo c faeci* Tiirfi- Indeed, we sre 
glad, of anything in tho shapo of e gcrt canent to change the nwot>to“«J 
life we are leading Unfortunately, wo cannot afford to «p^ 
gun ammunition j wo can thereforo onlytako a shot oocasfoos^#^ 

11 always & soorce of great amusement to ill in tho fort, paxwuUiij 
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wJion it fiilla in amongst tlie Belooeliees, wlio retaliate by heaping 
abuse on us, as they scamper off. 

14th. — The men are sulibring very sovorcly from ulcers, upwards of 
ninety of all ranhs being laid up Avith them, and several not able to put 
on their belts in conseguonco. Still they aU manage to go to their 
posts at night, although several cannot stand sentry, Tho dobeewallas, 
camel-men, and bullock drivers now become useful, having gone 
through a kind of di'ill. 

18th — A- tremendous storm of wind aud rain came on, and lasted tho 
whole night. I thought the old fort was going to bo washed away. At 
day-break, got all hands to work to drain the fort, the water having 
lodged in every direction, and threatening to undermine tho walls. 
Tho tank filled, aud country around completely flooded. 

25th. — ^At twelve o’clock to-day, about 200 horsemen came galloping 
Tound tho fort at a quick pace. I thought at first they were going to 
assault tho fort, but after a shell or two they retreated. They have 
now become very cunning, aud instead of appearing in a large body as 
formerly, they sail along “ Indian File,” hko a flock of Avxld ducks, and 
it is very seldom wo can get a shot at them. In the afternoon they 
were seen cultivating the fields in all dhoefcions, — quite on enlivening 
scene. 

26th. — ^A horse was this morning found dead where Erskiae’s shell 
fell yesterdav, so it is to be hoped there was some mischief done 
amongst the enemy at tho time ; there was so much dust that we could 
not see any distance. The Beloeohees have now completely surrounded 
the fort, but little parties, like pickets, appear seated ai’ound in every 
direction. This looks bad for our communication; but as yet tho 
tapaul has arrived pretty regularly once in eight days, and has been a 
source of great amusement to us. Much fever is now prevailing 
amongst us ; I am myself attacked, and Glasse is also very sick. The 
sepoys and followers are coming into hospital as many as six and seven 
a-day. Tho Beloochees are advancing closer and closer every day. 
Their matchlocks, I really believe, carry twice as far as our muskets. 
From this to the 6th of August, nothing new. The same daily routine 
of duty, with generally a “ fall ” of rain in every twelve hours. I am 
laid up with fever, and prevented wnting. 

August 8th. — Had a slight skirmish this morning with Beloochees, 
When taking our walkj some Beloochees appeared about the Hulla, 
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oTidmiJy np to mltdiiet TTo onttoed thm out vitli a fmr men, wlitin 
flAy or Kixtj of Uioai tmiaediatoty •prang up, md a littl* fila-finug 
oom m i mc od. I nithdrair the par^ to iUott Enkiiia to hxra a 
which fell into the middla of ihem, irhothar with any dmntgai to kaenr 
not, the jonglo being ao thiclct h o g c T ur , they irrrmrH^ft^^ y VirJifu^ at 
their btatpoeo. 

10th. — P ot lio lift four or flro d»ya the floeia haro been coming 
eloaer and clojcp to the wnlli, cabng what httlo gnuathera tm 
I had woJDtd ITybult TTHnn of thf ihroa or foor liti/l tl>o 

offered to purchaao 100 at hiiowii pnoe, twri Ti^ i^wJunpft itint T 
not haTO ona, Er*lano nnil mjadf tho hut hut of ttin** 

wo procured from old Sheer Bheg We hare both excellent ippelite*, 
althongh ehat up in a fort 7V>-day two large flodb of aheep sod goata 
camo moit temptingly near, and thc^ lepoyi.eaincaUy entreated for 
aomo fireahmeat Watohmgouropportiimty (itoBeloochcoabemgthan 
in tight), wo alippod out about Ihtr^ topoyt, banking them with two 
bastioni dUod with mru, and Enkme got the gun round to bor In tho 
direcboQ. Thcro were ouly three Belooeheea joit then in ohorge^ They 
immediately ran oS* for thrir brea, and the goaU by lotae tcitiflrt> aai 
to ooi great amu^anoe, f<^lowod at tpeod, like dogt. Two 
hancmen than mma up, lookmg Tory derce, but icoo rode off on geUing 
a ahot. To dcaoribe the debfj^ of all on getting thu llodc hmde the 
fort u impoanblo , thero waa a perfect uproar On counting oar 
plcmder, we found wo had eecuredSOO aheap, and 67 gcati. ^loetof the 
latter were goati, ao that the higjuat caatea ahared tho enjoy* 

mont j we immediately made a diruwm of the whole, charging ono rupee 
on tho head of for the benefit of the widowi of thoao who fcH on 
the 16th Hay That erenmg the fort became ooo largo cook^ahop. 

nth. — ^Hybutt "Khin i-itmrt to-day to try and recorcr hii ah«p, and 
told ua that Nuweer TThap had dnTon all our detachmenta into Sukkur 
Ho alao brought a note fiOTi Hodah, tie Chief, denring ui to Hi 
fort forthwith, end that he and hia onpy would eacort ua down to the 
pUma I "When Hybutt found ho could not get back hia aheep, heies 
told that moet of them were already killed he flew into a great rage, 
and declared ho would eomo and attack the fort, few winch ihrrth 
told tho aenlry to gire htm % ahot, when he quicklr departed. 

1 An n itiFT ' ctutid Tho ayilaio menUoacJ jeatcrday 

of throwing in anppliea ia diaairded, bong found impesetifabh' — 'daJ 
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tho vrcL'onic*, isiost \rclcomo jutoUigonctJ of (ho following tlotachmeut 
leaving Snkkur for our relief, — 

Pctaelitneut of U. jM.’a lOth Kcginieut, 

1st Greuadierd , . , -I guns, " • ] 

2ml Ditto . . . ‘J,QO horse, 

Under (he comnianil of ^^ajor CHbhorn, IsL Grenadiers. Wo received 
iDtimation tluit it w.as arranged botweeu U^ybutt Khan and the rest of 
the Chiefs, that (ho former, in maldug a (nice, should cneouvago m to 
go out foraging, and then cut \is up. 

17th. — Two Deloochoes disarmed a sepoy most beautifully to-day. 
Ho was silting dowm, and had placed his musket and pouch-box a little 
on one side. The two Bcloochees dashed up at speed, dismounted, 
picked up the xuusket, ,<cc., before the sepoy could jump u^), and went ofl', 
waving their booty in triumph. A sharp touch of an earthguako to-day. 

2-Uh. — Another cossid arrived to-day, bringiug the welcomo intelli- 
geuce of the convoy being actually on their march up, with a reduced 
detachment haviug left behind detachment -10 — all but the Light Com- 
pany, 2nd Grenadiers, and one guu. To describe tbo joy of all hands, on 
my immediately giving out this nows, is impossible. Those only who 
have suflered .a four months’ imprisonment, with tlio addition of never 
lying down to sleep without the chance of having to turn out for an 
attack, can conceive it. 

2tith. — Captured two bullocks, which wo found a great treat, not 
having tasted beef for a long time. Tho convoy c:m only be two 
marches oU— cheering news ! 

31st. — day of great and almost overpowering excitement. It com- 
menced about five o’clock last evening, when the plain and hills became 
alive with Beloochccs, and at dark, large signal fires on tho tops of all 
tire hills. At day-break, large parties of horse and. foot were seen 
hurrying across tho plain to the Huffoosic Pass, on tho opposite side of 
wliicli, wc soon learnt of the arrival of our convoy, from the firing of 
their guns, a signal agreed upon between us. About sun-risc, wo saw 
collected on tho very top of tho pass, about 2000, Beloochees, and others 
prowling about in all directions ; the distance, as tho crow flies, from 
tho fort to tho pass, is about four miles. In fact, we were completely 
behind the scenes, and saw all that the Beloochees were at ; and fully 
expecting to see our comrades crown tho top every hour. We were 
highly amused and excited. Two, p.m . — No sight of convoy coming 
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tho oTti tt, Lin, ^ LrabBg a li. 

=^»itt ai. mortbTOihftadi«t F.vMua-Bainoeghtofa. 

Enfane Ktltared > mill bod j of them mth o ihril Etgil, pm.— 
t^rj flnng of gmu ood mtuietrj & ton iiiimib*, irtm oil to 
i^trcu.t£i.T«tottL.nlglit. IihooldbeTnTKnTtoimHoaor 
(J.nofmrWiiaotlu,. Itrtmldt«tL«iimdtaM.»cm«loT»[«a 
Uw thick of It , tho eidUmotdmdiiiipciaoTOLcjMiaijijthiiijI 

OTOI fbit bolbra. Eiiowicg Um diflta%or ti«|j««^ cid nrtK*m* 

™t poople QOTO tha top, I Wt corUiii th«n> mint b« mtidt LloodiLad 
going cm. 


Soptomber lit— Xot a tlngla Balcwclme to tw tocn ciiUie top ciflia 
hll at dayhghi, but wrcnl paumg acrott tha pUia ia that dlreofacm. 
No aigbt ftr aonud of the eonroj at bU j X am ladljr peijilaxod to knoT 
Trbat lua baoomo of tbeni, sitd ooiidhiijfl Uiat, fljwhna tho paw too 
itroQjdj dafoadod yeatarday, they had dtlkn baok to p round by tho 

T>e«jn]i road, u I fli*t reoQinmimded. 

Sad.— Batoochee* m all diiootiaDJ, and buay aa Vfa i djiotiicf day of 
auapanaa and oxeitecuaiti Aftg ^ okrrvn o fbwV thoy orm of oar 
aopoy a tonta about half tray up tie hni, op dan uUci baleica of 
loaded and unloaded f*Tnw]« gomg I luppoae the ccorroy mait 
iaTo diopped aome of their baggage tad atone in iho of 

thoir departure. About tvolre o clock Touch flung econmenoed, and 
eonfanuod, with lUtcrTala, uulil two p-m- From tho found it would 
appear that ihe conroy KaA Cilieii book in the dnoctioo of the peejrah 
road^ a ome twenty inilea. Cannot now axpact to ie« them tor ihe nait 
Kix or aoTcn daja. How tTitajigrTig , whoa they were ao cloae ( Not a 
drop of ipmt*, a cheroot, or a cup of tea left, not haro we, m dee d, 
taited any for aomn Hmn. The aepcyi are TCty wtat from abort 
rational there ore only kix bagi of flour left. A bad look-out. Cannot 
help thinlaog of oor hanng got our ouiioj orer ao anugiy in iUjt 
when Tu bwii ooly a third of the ptrunVn- of the proaent contoy 
3rd-— Still In fuaponae. No eommunicabou fircci outride, l®t *1^ 
on tho look-out, porticuiariy at mg bt- ITpwardi of 100 loaded nnid i 
ire going aciTiaa the plain, being aome diatanoo o£E XYheiher tb**® “• 
loraea or camela cannot be clea^ aecertaincd witliout a |Ia**- ^ 
noaded tho people In tho fhrt ibat they -nco the ibnner, 


appendix. 


475 


make tlie skrowd remark that tliey never saw laorsomon look so large, 
or go along one after tko other, so regularly. About twenty horsemen, 
with eight or ten spare horses, came down Aom the hill to water ’near 
the fort. This looks as if the owners of the latter had been killed. Two 
bodies are carried across the plain on charpoys, with a kind of funeral 
party following them. I suppose they are two Chiefs. At three p.m. 
saw a large party of Beloochees pitching a sort of camp within one milo 
and a hnlf of the fort. There is no mistaking our sepoys’ tents, also ono 
officer’s tent — ^five of the former and ono of the latter, exactly the 
number they took from Clarke’s party. I trust they are those only, 
hut appearances are very suspicious. Just as it was getting dai'k, wo 
saw the whole body assemble in one dense mass in front of their tents. 
I warned all hands to keep a bright look out when the moon goes down. 

4th. — To-day some horsemen came and informed us “ that they had 
cut up our convoy, taken the guns, and all the stores and supplies, and 
had killed aU the Sahib-logue, except three, who were prisoners in their 
camp.” In proof of this assertion, they offered to show the guns to 
any person I chose to send, who could also bring a chit from the 
prisoners. This offer, however, I refused, firmly believing the report 
to be altogether untrue, and made with a view of getting hold of one 
of my people for information. They also said, that if I would leave the 
fort and go into the plain, they would not molest me, "We had a very 
heavy fall of rain about four p.m. More tents are springing up in the 
Murree camp. About 300 Beloochees are seated on a rising ground on 
om; flank, and I have great amusement in watching their movements. 
Having a good glass, we could almost see into them tents. , 

6th. — ^A person came under the fort, calling out, wishing to give us 
the news ; but we had already q^uite enough of these people’s stories, so 
sent a bullet or two after him to hurry his departvme. All in the fort 
are sadly perplexed, to know what to think of affairs. Beloochees aro 
on the move in every direction — 100 passed tbis morning in tho 
Deeyrah dmection, the road from which we aro expecting the convoy. 
The Beloochees do not seem in good spirits, not like men who havo 
destroyed a large convoy ; there has evidently been mischief somewhere. 
A storm occurred about four o’clock, which, to our great delight, blew 
down all the Beloochoo tents ; they, however, soon had thorn up again. 

6th.— No grain is left for camels or bullocks, and little or no forage 
■—they must take thou.' chanco, looor crcatimes. ; t ■ 
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biita&irlagiofrto, >ndtlOT»or£oOTofflOTi. teilit*icf tlMUttn-, 
whwh WHO tlmnraajid.u being IttU wnd, mnr mm. mlo lue, eoi 
irore gtMiffly doTcmred bj the Mpoji, A .bmI man ibrt hmidf, 
being detected m a theft. 

Ilulf cipoc*ed.<m tatingalookittlift Bdoochce cttip thu 
monwjg, to find them til dec»mp®d, but t «»d wrerto met onr lightr- 
the three gam bclongtng to the conroy eUnng ni m the face 1 Tley 
are placed on a n^ng ground on one tUnV of theo* ooinp, the^ amiile* 
pomted towda the fort What can hare bectFnw of IjD^ Caaborn ami 
Me conToy P llany oSnen aodmea muitharoloit them kro belbn 
they gaTQ op the goni. There la no doubt now thut frTTTnA}iTng moet 
diaaitrotu amat hare occorred, and we nmat prepare for the wewt 
The aopoya Iteep up them fpmta amuanjglj walh not the ilightoet liga 
of fimtfiuni bdng derdeped, atthongVi they aeton to b* swe their 
aalratina u rather periloua. LoekOy they cannot ua the guns with the 
naked eyo, on ocootmt of the jangle There ire diancoa hi our taronr 
yetf — that the guna will ni^t be of much uae to thsn t fiat, they ta$.f 
be ipikedi lecond^, they bare no uanunlhcii) and laaify, that 
they know sot how to load or fire them. T/ii?Wy, they are howitxue 
instead of fidd piecea. Tenoon.) ill the 33«looehect ire Mscmhled 
r oun d the guns, find peeping mto tlmir musdos, — (jnlte phythiags to 
them. 

ISth.— -I nw a Tcry pWrmg ughi th?# moniing, nothing jnoro of 
let! thw llurreei moring nwiy the guna. They ippoer to bo 
t«Hng thoni to pieces, and away This looba rery liio a bolt on them 
part. Pedapa they haro got intefligence of another eonToy eocnlog 
up T^ft BelooehoCf are reiher quiet, and iDowtd two camel men to 
loot them of three moroa, out graamg One hundred and sixty kfiW 
anj badly wounded would make a hole m thcar tribe. 

17th,— About twdTo odoek Inst night, a oossld amred wilh sa 
letter from tho Brigade Major at Bokkur, infonamg us of the 

fiiU putnmlars of Mijor Chbboni • daastm, and leormg nw to my w 

teacurces, it being found nnpoeslbio to send me any Itather 
Well, this the tp.ttm. at oaea Tho number of nek. sod ti* 

weuk^y itaUoftherertofthodeUdiinent,giTe htUe chanc**^*^ 

by a night march, and I do not soppoee the jTuircta will 
tanni I may offer Wtpntthebettfceawocosild upon the 
on a ealeulation. find w® cm Inst out until the U ' 
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oa CLuai'ter rations, and tlio gun buUoclcs. Wc decided on holding out, 
unless v^e got honoui-ahlo terns. Perhaps something ^vlU turn up m 
the mean time, and if it comes to tho worst, wo must try and malic our 
u-ay doum to the plains. Peplied to tho Brigade Major, but, in con- 
formity ivith my decision, did not allow the cossid to enter into tho 
fort, knowing he would not have tho most cheering nows for the people 
inside. The sepoys are in excellent spirits, although well aware that 
there is some mischief iu the wind. Prom this to tho 32nd instant 
nothing extraordinary occurred. 

23rd.— Sheer Bheg returned from the plains to-day, but without any 
reply to my letter, having had it taken from him. He tells mo that 
“Dodahsent twice to him, immediately after tho fight, knowing ho 
had access to the fort, to say, he should bo happy to make any terms 
with me, as long as I would leave his fort, and tliat ho had sent two 
people to me, but that I would not listen to them, firing upon them 
and driving them away.” The Beloochees, who came on tho 6th, and 
whom we treated so roughly, must have been ono of these peaccablo 
messengers. 'Well, this seems an opening for obtaining favourable 
terms, partioulary as old Bodoh has made tho fii-st advances, and 
knowing the impossibility of holding the post much longer, for want of 
supplies, I opened a communication with the Chief, Sheer Bheg and 
Myhaib being the bearers of tho following proposal : — • 

“ Bodah Murree, — will give you back your fort, on condition, viz. ; 
that you give me personal security for my safe aiTival in the plains. 
If not, I will stay here two months longer, having provisions for that 
time.” 

24jth. — ^The deputation returned, informing me that, on receiving tho 
communication the whole of the Chiefs had assembled together, and, after 
some consideration, took a solemn oath on the Koran, that if I would 
leave the fort in three days, they would protect me from opposition down to 
the plains, ending by saying, that “whatever my .wishes were, should be 
their law. ’ Two hours afterwards, a cossid came and brought a letter 
from Bodah himself, in answer to mine, containing an agreement, on oath, 
to my proposal. He said he would send his nephew, to pay his respects 
to me, and to see tho agreement conformed to by all his people. 

25th.— I rephed to Bodah’s letter to the effect, that I would give up the 
fort three days’ hence, on the above terms. I am surprised at their 
lettmg us off so easily, namely, simply to rotura to the plains without 
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iBt or hlndrtaeo from hi» p«ple. on oonditicm of givmg np tt# fort, 
Tr2iiahI)oiiiimartTd2hwn' TTO caiimot iuiiij anmti IiMgOT licro 

I* plenty of room to mipoct traujhery, bnt wo nnut mn lio luk 
Thi* OTOnlng, Gtinmanl Khna camo noor tlio fbrt, tnd a moui^ 
to my, that io fcortsi to ■nynlare iiuule j that if I wonld moot imn 
onttido, withoat my troop*, lio would afliy the igrement. Wahmg 
at onco to ico whether it wnj to bo "Tn^eiy, or no trwchaiy," I 
agrood, and with Erehmo and four nafare offloort, met ibout a 
milo from the fort. I nerrer law a man in meh a faght in my life 
. ti th o ngh he had thirty horaemen, annod to the tooth, «nf? there were 
only lix of na, he rotrootod twico bofoio he would Tpiitj ' pi -nwir u*. 
He thou^ii* from our oommg alone, there matt bo treaehay ; thtt 
tome men were hidden aomewhore. Eron, afrer wo had met, ho had 
hit hone all reedy, elote by, for a atart. Down we all lat in a arde. 
A wild aceno. Hit foDower* appeared to bo exceedingly wdl aimed, 
and ah fine, ctout bmlt men. After oomplunenia, etc., the nrphor 
began to talk rery roatouably Ho exprooed a bopo that *'thcan 
would now bo a laituig poooo botwoon his tabe and the Bridah, That 
they only fought at the Hnffooak Pau to tare their eotmlry and 
them Ihrta. ^Dut it was tho leett they could do, when they had the 
fito of Bojah yitwn itanng t^hfim In the fact. That they had ntrer 
HUftj any of our people aAer the and that all the pritoaer* hed 
been fed, clothed, *nd eet free ** He oaiclnded by lajmg that he ihoold 
remain near tho fort nntd we left, to preroat toy dnlmbanco between 
hot people and mino, and that he would fl rmi i h mo with tnutworthy 
gmdea down." There wet not the alightett oppearanee of treaeiwT’ 
Tliut moat interettiiig OMifijreoce. It will notv I think, be 

eaiUy forgotten by other HrakinB or mjaelt to mnch depended on ft. 
to omnolret the wholo of the det admitti t. We found the*® 
Belooehee* tho mott aril and pohie ofmea. liecaoddeacopimcd ia 
them word, by meeting them in the way wo did, secood to pka»e 
thwn much, from haring been deadly cncmiea Hto hBig mootha, 
bocame, in o"* hour, tho best o^ tVi^ndt. JTo doubt th rir ^oy was 
as great m getting rid of ua, a* emra was m obtaining freeJo®' 

20th and 37lh.— Wo aro moat deh^itftJly employed in prepaneff W* 
a atart Only ten public camels are left, and those as tiia M i 
noDQ are hero procurthlfr— the number of sick amounts ta 
these require candsge. Then thero are the jalioo*, amrnnmfwin, 
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guu and musket, water, and tents. In fact, I found I could not move 
witliout sacrificing all private property, and half tlio animuuilion and 
tents. I was obliged to call on officers and men to give up what pri* 
vate camels they had. This was most wHliiigly agreed to ; and all 
Mt, even to our bedding, was left behind, — tlio gun ammunition I was 
obhged to take, as I rather expected opposition from tho Booglics, 
through whose country wo had forty miles to go. At first we were 
almost afiaud we should not bo able to bring dcfwn tho gun, from tho 
wretched state of tho bullocks, and weakness of tho men. However, 
wo determined to try, and leaving tho waggon and foragc-cart beliind, 
picked out thirty of the beat for tho gun alone. The sepoys thinking 
we were going to leave it behind, came and begged mo not, as they 
themselves would drag it down, and defend it with their lives ! When 
Erskine was burning tho forage-cart and waggon, tho Beloochecs out- 
side thinkin g we were setting fire to tho fort, sent to bog us to 
spare it. 

28 th.— Wo turned our back on Kahun this morning at two o’clock. 

[The detachment reached the British territory in safety. In reward 
for the courage and constancy displayed by Brown under such trying 
circumstances, ho was promoted to tho >ank of Major by Brevet, and 
tho Queen conferred upon him tho distinction of O.B. Ho was also 
appointed to a Staff situation at Baroda. — Editob,] 
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THE INSDRaECTION AT OAUBUL. 


SIB EIOHHOM) SHiKBSPEJuBE TO ilAJOB OOTBUT 


(C<W) 

Cta;, U«/ IftlS. 


Hz DUX 8u, 

I hero been, buj of geUing off cojiin of docamraU 
T wUtinjj to tba Vtf> si Oabocil. 13i£te consut ebieflj 

of IfiUcitf from tbft l«f«> Bqtoj’, Gcauffal Bpbiuitooo, tad Major 
iPottiiigert Ctptem irwi ^ nT ^ '«TT , IToocihoo ifohgp Lall. Hey *r* 
too rolmmnoQj to tracmit, bot I wD cndfieTOUT to gm yon, ia u few 
TTOrda &s poalblei tbo hiAinii*tioo they eQ nt aa>» ooopW wiib ilw 
rcmijtfki which, hiTc been luggorted by reading them. 

The polioy which dictated the mnoon of d ffsbgn i i U n hu lo»g 
ainri^ been acknowledged to haTC been deftetire, but I do not think Ui 
defocti hcTo orer been lufflciaitlj’ brou^ forward. 

X)mding a nppoaod fricndth^ for a nTsI power» wo ioTaded liia 
oonntiy, whero wo b■l^ theretofoio boon nlher poptJar than oihtrrh^ 
andmthoooniMoftouryaarawo haro manasod to haro a hlo^ 1^ 
with each tribe, and to make an mdindoal caiemy of each of 
bitanU. Surely hiatosy ought to hare taught u« that auch wo 
the ncwsoaaaiy oonacquanco of iopportiug a King by Camga bayoo"^^^ 
TTo find ourtelToa entan^ed m thia remote and ^ 

are mpnaod at the ddHcnlkywohaToIa withdrawing! 
earoor in India baa ihown ut that wo cannot retne* o'ff 
here I would remark that, had Iho hetda that planned oam 
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commenced by asserting tliabtlioy saw that the stops 'that they no o 

about to take would involTo the necessity of keeping possession o c 
country; that they saw also the enormous expenses which mim e 
iucuiTed, but that the danger which threatened was so iminincn as o 
render the measure one of necessity ; wc might then, though differing, 
have argued the point, but when they commenced by avonnug, mid 
really believing that they could withdinw from the country, t loy 
showed an utter forgetfulness of Indian history. 

Another blunder was that we supposed Shah Soojah would bo a 
popular, and could be an independent King, to say nothing of the error 
of imagining that ho would patiently endure our making him a mere 


cypher. 

The above may be considered as arguing after the event, and i 
acknowledge that it is so, in some measure, though, before I lelt 
England, I argued many of the arguments in almost the same words, 
and I won a lottery ticket wagered at Herat, that ere three years 
elapsed Shah Soojah would intrigue against ns. 

You saw and know more of the campaign than myself, and I leave it 
to you whether its success was not owing to the fortune of war. You 
will not have failed to have noticed that the greatest praise, and most 
substantial rewards, were received by those who merited censure. 
I think Sir J. Keane’s making his fortune hy blowing open the gates of 
Ghuani, instead of receiving censure for leaving his siege guns at Cau- 
dahor, is one of the most amusing instances of good luck that can ho 
found in truth or fiction. 


Eor a short time we managed, hy enormous outlays, to bribe, all 
parlies to keep peace, and in fulfilment of our plan of quitting the 
country, wo commenced withdrawing the troops ; hnt we were speedily 
compelled to replace them by reinforcements from India. 

The Chiefs, wbo had over been all but independent, soon Jfretted 
under om- sfrict discipline, and as they could not cope with our troops, 

they soon perceived that their very existence depended on driving us 
out of the counfry. 


Tte Supreme Gorerimoat and llie liome auttoritieB, startled att 
«nB e^ipenseB of the camjaigu, uxged eeonomy iuthe steong 
onus ; owing to some mistake in the calcolatioiia, it was found ia i 
eleventh hour, that the reveuue did not eiual the eiipenffitee h 
aim. ttWoh error it was decided to make good, by' 

T 1 



. .S! “f ac« Kun. b«B 

u a^t „f ^ ^ 

Onrixma o[ Ja J3a ud Ha.fr Bui fcaW m wm nuKir. 
emih^t io tta Kidlary, to tia iodj We looM 
^ diiW toaQororimrataUd, mdanUj mttord to fal^ 
order gorf role, rto to oltoc to ijton of roibery to oRto- 

^wiucB toy had M long ouBod oi iortcufiilly nndir fteir rmmi 

Ciuso. 


Tile Bjota «nd manAanti iroro gatoftd to ui fw tie proteofaen and 
tiej eiqoyod oader our role, bat tie OMtiiiits <viTTyi#fi bol e 
uaall wid tnnnflufflital portwo of tie ccannmiu^, aod tie rtHgfcw 
pTqjtidaM« of the BjoU wero Mtnly loued agimst oi. It u not 
to (Wrer tie modra thet jndaced tie ilocdoh* to exert their 
infiaeDee aguiKt tu, 

I hiTe rurtieed all tie olMsee of lie popalehon, and hare mini* 
Toored to aiow the motxra wiudi oassed their annity towurdi u, 
*troii^ u tie mobree wore, u certiu wai tbar doroJofaneBt m tie 
couree of tnno. Oar militery wpoiiotity, and onriidhlMy liiaeTBro 
w groflt, tilt wo migis hiro alippod lirongi a Ivw jt*tt of doobtflil 
had wo not boon gull^ of the nyoatiee (to lay notimg wars* 
of it) of reduofaig thept^ of tie Oiiafr. Ha reiy fanpofitle metiore 
axiij, had It luocooded, but hare Bred uj a rery mecaj^eraile annual 
wilkj it waa certain to canae a airemg and Tory general frefing 
of tauiti^ againat na^ whmh, aooordmg to Pottlagct, iTacirDne, 3 Iie* 
R^pgor, and ilalran T^iTI, waa the ^Tnw.^ntr> oaoae of the coaipifacy 
■^iici icoocded ti# Tnc w r*>ftaf<Ti, 1310 noUea ocffopUlnod to tie Eng, 
Tfho, irritated at flnibnj we bad ttroi a mere cypher, rotorteJ 
by tauntmg tio noblea with want of spirit; Ha ilajc*^ a a**l to iire 
replied to theui on ocea^on "Ay rod ai oom a h ncei na ®e 
aiawnd," which was eoiuddored that Tf>« iEajeaty wouid not he aony if 
•^“■cthiiig Was doDO to show the power of tio nobles. I tiia* ^ 
aboTo u alnifwt tie extent of HB Majesty a treachery towda ua, and 
tint when he diacorercd the trr^r^ to which the coniptrucy had *pef*d 
ho hrtoly repented, to ton ocrltoy it pnxf of hi. toO" 
onr troop, to go into to tt-n- Hbur, to to of U* h»™: 
rented to odimro of on orny[lrom Coiooi to JtlUhdwl 'hto, 
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tho sicgo, a step, by tbo bye, wbicb seems to have caused bis mui-der. 
But to return to tbo eonspbacy. Tbo incensed nobles swore and 
sealed tbo Koran, to oflect our dcstruetion, and they ai-ranged that tbe 
Gbilzys should strike a blow near Jellallabad, wbicb should mduce us 
to send a force from Cabool against them ; this was done by plundermg 
a largo KafOllab, and by their plot they succeeded in witbdi-awing Sn E. 
Sale’s force from Cabool, where, shortly afterwards, tbe insuiTection 
commenced, by tbe murder of Sn* A. Buimes, all tbe pai-ticulars of 
wbicb are too well knoAvn to require repetition. 

Tbe lamentable want of vigour and energy amongst tbo mUitaiy 
authorities at Cabool has also been prominently brought forwai’d. 
General Elpbinstono says that tbo situation of tbe cantonment was so 
bad that it was commanded on all sides, while, owing to its defective 
defences, and their great extent, ncaidy tbo whole of tbo force w'as 
required to defend tbo walls. Allowing aU duo weight to this circum- 
stance, it does not explain to us bow it happened that 6,000 British 
troops, with ArtiEery, and ample supplies of ammunition, should bo 
compoUod to capitulate. This is so bumibating 'a fact that an inquny 
into tbo causes of it is ^vell worthy of attention. 

General Elpbinstone, wbo commanded, bad been an invabd since bis 
arrival at Caubul. Ho bad sent in a sick certificate, and received per- 
mission to return to the provinces, before tbe insm’rection commenced. 
During tbo whole time it was not in bis power to go out and examine 
the state of things himself, and bo could not from personal observation 
discover what orders it was necessary to give, nor see that such ordem 
that were issued were pjromptly obeyed. He was so debilitated by 
sickness that be bad no confidence in bis own judgment, and was easily 
gmded by aU about him, and induced to change any resolution wbicb 
bad been decided on. Tbe fate of tbo force, therefore, under bis com- 
mand depended more than usually on tbo zeal and devotion of bis 
.second in command. General Elpbinstone has himself recorded that be 
did not receive tbe assistance wbicb be bad a right to expect fi;om tbe 
next senior officer. Brigadier Shelton, whoso conduct is stated to have 
been “ most contumacious.” “ Ho never gave me information or advice, 
but invariably found fault with aE that was done, and canvassed and 
condemned aE orders, before officers, fi’equenEy pervertmg and delay 
mg canymg them into effect.” Here we have tbe semor officer unable 
to superintend, and tbe second in command thwarting as much 
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•}blo , lad, to nU to tho tio next tankf offlcer, 

OB tho ilok lifi* ft omauQiiABCo nin<»Ti rogrtited hj G& 
SlpHoitose. T^ra t , on da r tncili g}y wfTn»fatmi<fj TTM»mn^■J»T^^^Ttt «tfH 
luTo ooTOTfisd, ii lianlij zoattar of nirpme, botjta lardlj^pooitilato 
secoiuit for tome of tho enofi; aitcli at oUoinng the gniur^ io /iS at» 
tho liftndi oftlie eBefflj, aod alto aoadJDg o«t a Tni?l fiiroe of brtnn 
800 ami 1 000 rooti xnth ojte giui. IHna Lut njipctit to it™ 
•soled the fiite of tbs gtmaoo t man ttbts Jtept oct, esfotoi ■ 
•qaaraa, to the flro of oran^halmiag nombca , the/ ttucd ior a a** 
■idorahlo tfnvy, at latt the/ raahod ibp hrvrm^tM, ^nd don 
their orma axroro they iroold oarer bo* led out to be utktij 
alaoghtcrod. Shortly after (hia the Envoy waa urged by thr aiEtuy 
authontLea to rapitiilato. A dooanunxt vaa ngoed by Otounl SjA** 
atoQo aod the three aoxl otHcon^ ginog^ it aa their opuuo ^ 
the Eoroy ahoold loao no tone in ontenng ^nO> n^otiatwo* irfuii *** 
ftocordingly done, ood tarma ware sattlod, the parbealara of wiiA 
hare from Oaptoio Ma£^cazuuei~-> 
let* We oro to eraouate the ooooby^ the fl iyijti j si 
amt tad a atrni)g oaoort 

Sod. Shah Boojah to hare the optaoa of BMcan|enyiBJ * 
nnnaming 

3rd» Ameer X)oat IHiti t^wl all othrr dfitafii*^ 

m India to be aliored to retan, 

dth- We ahoold nerer retam toAJyujjiitao m Duliiaryamiy* 11*^ 

roijarrod to do ao by thooxuCni^ g nT wmTTHwif. 

Cth. ITotnal oxrfuoge of roprcaenlaiaTH fircmi the gorernHWHl*^*^ 
liOitagM from both parbes for the falfllm wpt of the tema agreed oi*** 
Such ware tho pnncfpai arUolca of the negotaatwn; bnt tbe 
dndinfr the army in their p<nr«r, daOy inoreaaod tboir dunaodir 
threatened to atop auppbea nni**** theeo d^runda wrre eoaif£*d 
Aeoording to Captaui the ooDdnot of tho nohl** ** 

flict. virtually reJeaaod the" Earoy from any obhgaihm* *^^^**^ 
any of hia fifT | T i nHl ppopontaona. At f>>na H ofanmnw l . 

ft aaoond Satan, tempted the Enrt^ nnd drew him into * 1^“^' 
not only caneod lua oim morder, but li"* laid tba 
open to tho charge of breach of ihUii- AT ob i mme d 
waj to tlua o^oct — Tha t he and hu putirulft^ 

•hould either como oror in s body into the caatonaefttj 
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solvo3 under tko orders of Iho Envoy, or Iknt, at a procouccrtod signal, 
AvitUout giving warning to llio other eonfcderatos, in concert with a 
body of British troops, take possession of Eort jVIahommcd Khan, then 
seizing the person of .Vniconollah Klmu Lagarce, who, for a pecuniary 
consideration, they promised to murder ; that tho Sirdar should ac- 
knowledge Shah Soojah as his Sovereign, his reward being tho 
■\Vu7.oorut, a present bonus of twenty lacs of rupees, and a stipend of 
four lacs per annum for life ; that tho British troops should bo allowed 
to remain unmolested, os if -with tho perfect conoui-ronce and by tho 
express wish of tho so-formed Afghan Government, for a period of eight 
months, at wliich time they were to ovacuato the country as if by their 
own free will. Captain BCackcnzio, from whom tho above is derived, 
is of opinion that two months of excessive fatigue of niuid and body 
had completely unhinged the Envoy’s strong mind, or ho would not 
have fallen into this snare, but ho states that tho Envoy shrunk from 
tho proposal " to murder Ameenollah with abhorrence, with disgust,” 
assuring tho Ambassadors that, as a British functionary, nothing would 
induce him to pay a price for blood. Mahommed Akbar involved him 
in this intrigue on tho 22nd December, and immediately proceeded to 
Ameenollah, to whom ho laid open tho whole plot. It was then 
arranged by them that on the next day the Envoy and the other Eng- 
lish gentlemen whom ho was in the habit of consulting should bo seized. 
But tho Envoy refused to mount his horse, and Mahommed Akbai’, to 
hasten him, pushed him violently. Sfr William tlu’cw him off indig- 
nantly, and this was resented by a pistol-bullet tlu’ough his breast. 
Trevor was subsec^uontly killed by Soolton Jan, a cousin of Mahommed 
Akbai’. 

V 

After tho Envoy’s murder tho pohtical duties devolved on Major 
Pottinger, who had arrived from Ohurrakm', Avounded, a short time 
previous. General Elphinstone says, “ Major Pottinger informed the 
Council of War that he considered any treaty with tho Chiefs as ex- 
ceedingly doubtful, and that he thought it was our duty either to hold 
out or to force a retreat to Jellalabad, so as in no way to bind the 
hands of oiu’ Government by promising to evacuate the country, or to 
waste so much money to save our own hves and property under such 
doubtful circumstances of faith being kept with us. The Council, one 
and all, were of opinion that Major Pottinger’s views were impracti- 
cable — tbat we could not hold out for want of provisions, and frr 
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lutrmg mmadcrod tho forts wwitTiaj^t^ing tlio rwntnnm^ntv ^ ^Ty^ tint 
wo coold Dot foroo a rctrcst to JoUsLibsd j also tlist it tis baiter to 
pay any *iini of money taonflea the troop* thcai at CabooL It 
'wni oonaoquontly dotadod, Tinm. oon., that Jtlajor Pottmger ahonld 
enter on n^otiatlon*, and pay the mcaiey to tho dlSemt which 
was accordingly done. Had Potbn^jr'i adneo bean tahen, th« re*ult 
might hare been different. At it was, tinating to tho good faith of 
3Xahammed AVbar, and difbnuting their own power of dpfrndpi^ 
thnmselrci, the military an^uinbet were indueed« nuder Tsnona pro 
toneet, to delay on the road, mdQ the Katire troop*, from nerx and 
frost, wore entirely helplcut end oat of this largo force not ahimdrcd 
fightrog men, mclodmg offioon, hare Rnrired. Within IGOmik* ofna 
he the banes of 16.000 ttum, «Tmn treachery thremgh tho 

imbecftHty ofthar laedmw. May God fargire usi ffhsro it not in afl 
tha oooan of duastar a amgle omnnatanoo from which vo can dmre a 
drop of oomfort. Onr troopi behared ilL OcmccaTO tho oooduot of 
her Majeaty'i 4Uh hanng horn CBch that the 37th JTetrre In&nlry 
refoaed to aet with thum, saying that they retroaled oo their nnhs and 
throwtheni into oonAisioQ f Onr brooeh of fiiUh ha* bees aaKrted by 

Pottanger and ArKnVi»nnw * 

I hare to traee the whole siTair from it* ocunnuaiceiflait 

to its tragioal und hamfliaiiDg ^irnimafkinf and It noaf r«j mn * to 
an oullhie of what 1 to bo the beet means of retrieving 

oar ohaaamtar Wo thoald always remember that wo entered this eonntiy 

with the now to strengthening oar posiboc in India j that we erred 
grossly m such a soppositian baa been abondantiy prored, bat it mast 
be allowed thri we cannot, after tho disastar* wo imre suffered, hare 
ibia ooTmtry Tmtil^ m the oyc* of India,*wp haro reassertod ewr ICliUry 
snpenon^. 

Thisl can alono bo dono by an adraneo on Ctb oo l, and the mow 
speedily tho adruiieo is wada the greator will bo the effect In India- 

This foreo and Gonoral Nott’* roqmro bat camaco, cattle, and 
to jbiim to adraneo at once, bat, boforo the morement is • 

Ooremmont thoold come to a dedslon os to the eiact line nf 
they ipiwwt to poraoe Ihey hare two coarse* open to thcxia 
first IS, to retain poasesnon of tho eoontry pdtnanonlJy. H* 
to adraneo both force* on Ctbool, lord it with the dost, *al S "■ 
both force* by Hus road. 
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Tho llvst Avill eulrtil an enormoua expense, but it will, if can’ied 
tlurougb, prevent any doubt in India of tlio decay of our supremacy. 

It would, however, be uceessiuy to have several European llogimcnts 
in the coimtry, and to raise several Ecgiuients of tho natives of Hin- 
doostuu, similar to those formed for Shah Soojuh's service, until, by 
tho gradual process of oui* system, tho spirit of Clanship was dcsti'oycd, 
when the natives of Afghanistan would form as good soldiers as an}’’ 
in tho -world. 

I have heard it stated in Enghind, that to retain possession of 
Afghanistan involves banki'uptcy in India ; this then, like moat other 
worldly ailaii'S, dwindles down to a mere matter of pounds, shillings, 
and pence. 

Afghanistan, fiimly held and well managed by us, would bo very 
valuable as a barrier, but it may be, and very likely is, more than wo 
can aflbrd to pay for ; however, there is one thing cleai*, that if avo are 
to remain, we ought to do so avowedly for our own objects, and not as 
the allies of a nominal King. 

The second planAvhich I have proposed, I confess, seems to me very 
practicable, and rcquh'cs but 15,000 camels to put it into immediate 
operation. "Wo can here command any quantity of grain from Pesha- 
Tvur; .what wc want is carriage for it, with 60,000 maunds of gi'ain 
stored at Jellalabad, and 5,000 camels carrying on on additional supply 
of grain. This force and General Hott's would, at Cabool, be entirely 
independent of tho country, and wo jcnight do whatever Avas deemed 
expedient. "We could spare the city, and content ourselves mth hoist- 
ing the British Plag, and put up a King, or wc could destroy every 
house and drive a plough over the Market-place. But the advance 
must ho made both, from Condahar and JeUolabad, while the retreat 
must be by' one road, GhAizni certainly should he destroyed, and tbo 
Quetta force should return the day that the Candohar force started. 

Unless very skilfol arrangements regarding the Quetta force were 
made, we should meet Avith some disaster there, but I hope yet, ero 
next Christmaa-day, to find this force and General Eott’s at PeshaAvrir, 
and the Quetta force at Dadur. But all depends on supplies and 
carriage, and I think it great matter of congratulation that we have 
you to assist General Nott and Mr Olerk to look after om* interest in 
these most important points. I should not ho surprised if you have 
frequently blamed me for not Aniting j the fact is, that until lately I have 
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aot had a amgla wnior, and my time hi* been moettmtly employed, 
a tmmdatft ji oe which, hu hUhorto eared yon fipcun s TintiliDo m 
the pretent X am ofopmiaQ^ihatnnlen doeostonU qmtonnjTterred 
itu bntofhUlooie 

I havo giTsn yon my opinion on mimy pomU wbhh rdate to maUeit 
under yoor eontroh and X hare not thonght it ncccesory to epologwe 
to yoa for eo dnrog, u I cun enro you will not mwanderetind my 
motnee. If I do not tellyoa my opmioniyoa emnotoorreoi the «rcw 
of judgment whieh I may hiiTe fonnad, a oarrwtkni which I beg yoo 
will not heeitate to bettow with an tmipanog hand. 'We hare not 
heard from Captain ^laahcima emee ho left oar camp, to retom to 
Hahammed Akbar ; poor felicnr, tho fa^l ronet hare been a eerera oca, 
but he bare it b*kn a hero 

Ihfl Fnnee Fatteh Jung baa been put on the thieiia at Ctbooh by 
Ameenoolah Xagaroe, and tho Popobyee, the Ku^anlaihee; he 
iworo to ni that ho wHl aeuo tho eoupixtion If «« viU pramlM 
to BdrancQ immediatdy on Cabooh but that he would hm, afler the 
MixnrOf to ttand a cegc, end he not hold cpot abore a mosth 
"Wa are rery mueh hampered by not tnowmg what are the rfcwi of 
Goromment »nd what Ttug - tmmnn I 5 dnmg about limonr Sh a h t tad wa 
hare only been nWa to aay to Futtah Jung that our Anny ii hero 
good ajdnta, and tbmt we oro obont to edranec, though aome^delay 
will ocwir ero wo amre at CabooL 
Out rcreipti thia da/i in athi and rice» oro m a gndi , and we 
reoeiTo 3,000 mawndu to morrow from tho 31at Ooeen'i to4 Wh Ifatir* 
Inlantiy, on their omraL Our ecnanmptkm, dallj, cm h^f^lw^ 

2fi0 moondi 

Thli ia a rcry Ann force, "wA {t is hnarbhTeatmg to liiak that ^ 
are tied by tho leg (or want of a few beosta of burden. ^ ^ 

(EljBfd) E- SiuitmAic. 

To ^jot OnUAiD> he., &e., &kC« 
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